Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2000 HB 1783
By Representative Bilirakis

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to Pinellas County; creating

3 t he East Lake Tarpon Special Fire Contro

4 District; creating a charter; providing a short
5 title; providing definitions; providing for the
6 boundari es of the East Lake Tarpon Special Fire
7 Control District; providing the intent and

8 purposes of this act; providing for the

9 election of a District Board of Conmi ssioners;
10 providing for terns of office; providing for

11 of ficers and neetings of the Board; providing
12 for Commi ssioners' conpensation and expenses;
13 requiring a bond; providing general and speci al
14 powers of the District; providing for the | evy
15 of ad val orem taxes, non-ad val orem

16 assessnents, user charges, and inpact fees;

17 providing for referenda; providing for issuance
18 of bonds; providing for a 5-year plan

19 providi ng for boundaries and nerger of the
20 Di strict boundaries; providing for annexation
21 of territory by nmunicipalities; providing for
22 anmendnent of charter; providing for effect of
23 di ssol ution; providing for severability;
24 provi di ng a referendum question; providing an
25 ef fective date.
26
27| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
28
29 Section 1. The East Lake Tarpon Special Fire Contro
30| District charter is created to read:
31
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1 Section 1. Short title.--This Act may be cited as the
2 |"East Lake Tarpon Special Fire Control District Act.”

3 Section 2. Definitions.--Unless the context otherw se
4 | requires, capitalized terns used herein shall have the

5] foll owi ng neani ngs ascri bed to them

6 (1) "Board" neans the Board of Commi ssioners of the

7 | East Lake Tarpon Special Fire Control District.

8 (2) "County" neans Pinellas County, Florida.

9 (3) "Elector" neans a person who is a resident of the
10| District and is qualified to vote in a general election in

11| Pinellas County.

12 (4) "Energency Medical Service" neans basic and

13 | advanced life support service, as defined in section 401. 23,
14 | Florida Statutes.

15 (5) "Governor" neans the Governor of the State of

16 | Fl ori da.

17 (6) "Rescue Response Service" neans an initial

18 | response to an energency or accident situation, including, but
19| not linted to, a plane crash, a trench or building coll apse,
20| a swinm ng or boating accident, or a notor vehicle accident.
21 Section 3. Formmtion; boundaries. --

22 (1) For the purpose of providing fire prevention

23 | services pursuant to chapter 191, Florida Statutes, and

24 | subject to Sections 12 and 13 of this legislation, an

25 | i ndependent special district is hereby created and

26 | i ncorporated to be known as the East Lake Tarpon Special Fire
27 | Control District, hereinafter the "District," in Pinellas

28 | County, which special district shall be a public nunicipa

29 | corporation, and shall enbrace and include the territory

30 | descri bed as:

31
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1 The East Lake Tarpon Fire Control District is described
2| by the foll ow ng:

3

4 Begin at the Northeast Corner of Section 1,

5 Townshi p 27 South, Range 16 East, Pinell as

6 County, Florida run south along the

7 Hi | | sborough/Pinellas County line to the South
8 right-of-way line of the Florida Power

9 Cor poration; thence westerly al ong said South
10 right-of-way line of Florida Power Corporation
11 to the East line of Section 10, Township 28

12 South, Range 16 East; thence south along said
13 East line Section 10 to the Southeast Corner of
14 said Section 10, the sane being the Nort heast
15 Corner of Section 15, Township 28 South, Range
16 16 East; thence west along the North |ine of

17 said Section 15 to the North-South half section
18 line thereof; thence southerly along said

19 Nort h- Sout h hal f section line 937.90 ft.
20 t hence S 89°13'27"E, 1327.88 ft.; thence S
21 00°02'38"E to the centerline of State Road 584;
22 thence northwesterly along the centerline of
23 State Road 584 to the West line of said Section
24 15; thence north along the West line of said
25 Section 15 to the South boundary of the East
26 Lake Wyodl ands O uster Homes-Unit Four-A
27 subdi vi sion, as recorded in Plat Book 80, Page
28 002, public records of Pinellas County; thence
29 westerly and northwesterly along the
30 Sout hwesterly line of said subdivision to the
31 North |line of the Southeast quarter of the
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1 Nort heast quarter of Section 16, Township 28

2 South, Range 16 East; thence west along said

3 North line to the centerline of State Road 584;

4 thence northwesterly along the centerline of

5 State Road 584 to the centerline of the Lake

6 Tarpon Qutfall Canal; thence northerly al ong

7 the centerline of the Lake Tarpon Qutfall Cana

8 into Lake Tarpon to its North-South centerli ne;

9 thence northerly al ong the North-South

10 centerline of Lake Tarpon to the city linmt

11 line of the City of Tarpon Springs on the

12 northern shoreline of Lake Tarpon; thence al ong

13 the city limt line of Tarpon Springs around

14 its easterly point above Lake Tarpon and then

15 westerly to the North-South centerline of Salt

16 Lake; thence northerly along the North-South

17 centerline of Salt Lake to the centerline of

18 the Anclote River; thence northeasterly al ong

19 the centerline of the Anclote River to the

20 Pasco/ Pinellas County Line; thence east al ong

21 t he Pasco/Pinellas County Line to the Point O

22 Begi nni ng.

23

24 LESS any areas annexed into the corporate

25 municipal limts of Adsmar or Tarpon Springs

26

27 (2) Any lands within a nunicipality included in the
28 | boundaries of the District, as descri bed herein, shall be
29 | excluded fromthe District and its jurisdiction. |f any area,
30| tract, or parcel of land within the boundaries of the District
31| shall hereafter becone annexed to a nunicipality, such area
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tract, or parcel of land shall be excluded fromthe District

effective the next January 1 followi ng such annexation by a

nmuni ci pality.

(3) Should any part of the territory covered in this
Act be held not to be included herein, then this Act shal
continue in effect as to the balance of the territory.

Section 4. Intent.--The purposes of this Act are to:

(1) Provide standards, direction, and procedures

concerning the operation and governance of the special fire

control district known as the East Lake Tarpon Special Fire
Control District.
(2) Provide greater unifornmty between the East Lake

Tarpon Special Fire Control District and other independent

special fire control districts.

(3) Provide greater unifornty in the financing

authority of the East Lake Tarpon Special Fire Control

District without hanpering the efficiency and effectiveness of

current authorized and inpl enented net hods and procedures of

rai sing revenues.

(4) |Inprove communi cati on and coordi nati on between the

East Lake Tarpon Special Fire Control District and other |oca

governnments with respect to short-range and | ong-range

pl anning to neet the denmands for service delivery while

nmai ntaining fiscal responsibility.

(5) Provide uniform procedures for el ecting nenbers of

t he governing Board of the East Lake Tarpon Special Fire

Control District to ensure greater accountability to the

publi c.
Section 5. Board of conm ssioners; officers; bond;

conpensati on. - -

5
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(1) The business affairs of the District shall be

conducted and adni ni stered by the Board of Conmi ssioners of

the East Lake Tarpon Special Fire Control District, which is

establi shed as a Board of five conmi ssioners. Annually, within

60 days after new y-el ected nenbers have taken office, the

Board shall organize by electing fromits nenbers a chair, a

vice-chair, a secretary, and a treasurer. The positions of

secretary and treasurer may be held by one nenber. The office

of each conmi ssioner conprising the Board of Conmi ssioners of

the East Lake Tarpon Special Fire Control District is hereby

desi gnhated as being a seat on the Conmi ssion, distinguished

fromeach of the other seats by a nuneral: 1, 2, 3, 4, or 5.

The nunerical seat designation does not designate a

geogr aphi cal subdistrict of the District.

(2) Each conmi ssioner shall, upon assum ng office,

take and subscribe to the oath of office prescribed by s.
5(b), Art. Il of the State Constitution, and section 876. 05,
Florida Statutes. Each conmi ssioner, within 30 days of

assuning office, nust give the Governor a good and sufficient

surety bond in the sum of $5,000, conditioned upon the

faithful performance of the conmissioner's duties and upon the

accounting for all funds to cone into his or her hands as

conm ssioner. Al premuns for each surety on all such bonds

shall be paid fromthe funds of the District.

(3) Menbers of the Board may each be paid a salary or

honorariumto be determined by at least a majority plus one

vote of the Board, which salary or honorarium nay not exceed

$500 per nonth for each nenber. Special notice of any neeting

at which the Board will consider a salary change for a Board

nenber shall be published at | east once, at |east 14 days

prior to the neeting, in a newspaper of general circulation in
6
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the County. Separate conpensation for the Board nenber serving

as treasurer may be authorized by like vote so | ong as total

conpensation for the Board nenber does not exceed $500 per

nont h. Menbers may be reinbursed for travel and per diem

expenses, as provided in section 112.061, Florida Statutes.
(4) Menbers of the Board shall conply with the
financial disclosure, noticing, and reporting requirenents of

chapter 112, Florida Statutes, and any other applicable | aw or

regul ati on.
Section 6. Board of Conmnmi ssioners; terns; election

gualifications, certification of single candidate.--

(1) Each of the five conmi ssioners shall hold his or

her respective seat on the Board of Commi ssi oners of the East

Lake Tarpon Special Fire Control District for a termof 4

years and, except as provided in subsection (8) of this

section, shall be elected by majority vote of the El ectors of

the District voting at a general election. In the first

el ection following the effective date of this Act, seats 1, 3,

and 5 shall be designated for 4-year ternms, and seats 2 and 4

shal | be designated for 2-year terns. Al comi ssioners nust

be qualified electors within the District and nust reside
within the District.
(2) Voting for conmi ssioners shall be Districtw de and

nonparti san.

(3) |If a vacancy occurs on the Board due to the

resignation, death, or renopval of a conm ssioner, or the

failure of anyone to qualify for a Board seat, the renmining

nenbers nay appoint a qualified person to fill the seat unti

the next general election, at which tine an el ection shall be

held to fill the vacancy for the remaining term if any. The

Board shall renove any nenber who has three consecutive
7
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unexcused absences fromregul arly schedul ed neetings. The

Board shall adopt policies by resolution defining excused and

unexcused absences.

(4) Each conmi ssi oner, whenever el ected, shall assune

office 10 days following the nenber's el ection, and shal

serve until the conmm ssioner's successor is el ected.
(5) Al candidates shall qualify with the County
Supervi sor of Elections. Al candidates nay qualify by paying

a filing fee of $25 or by obtaining the signatures of at |east

25 registered Electors of the District on petition forns

provided by the Supervisor of Elections, which petitions shal

be subnitted and checked in the sane manner as petitions filed

by nonpartisan judicial candi dates pursuant to section
105. 035, Florida Statutes.
(6) The nanes of all candidates qualifying for

election to a seat on the Board of Conm ssioners shall be

included in such a way as to clearly indicate the respective

seat for which each qualified candidate is running on the

ball ot or voting nmachi nes provided for use in the District

along with the candidates for County office at each regul ar

County el ecti on.

(7) Any expenses of holding elections for comn ssion

seats at the regular County elections shall be paid for out of

the funds of the District if required by proper authority.

(8) The Board shall keep a pernanent recordbook

entitled "Record of Proceedi ngs of East Lake Tarpon FCD," in

which the minutes of all neetings, resolutions, proceedings,

certificates, bonds given by conm ssioners, and corporate acts

shal |l be recorded. The recordbhook shall be open to inspection

in the sanme nanner as state, county, and nunici pal records are

open under chapter 119, Florida Statutes, and s. 24, Art. | of
8

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2000 HB 1783
715-127-00

1| the State Constitution. The recordbook shall be kept at the
2| office or other regular place of business nmintained by the

3| Board in the county or nunicipality in which the District is
4| | ocat ed.

5 (9) Al neetings of the Board shall be open to the

6 | public, consistent with chapter 286, Florida Statutes, section
71 189.417, Florida Statutes, and other applicable general | aws.
8 Section 7. Powers.--

9 (1) The District shall have, and the Board may

10 | exercise, all the powers and duties set forth in chapters 189
11| and 191, Florida Statutes, as they nay be anended fromtine to
12 | tinme.

13 (2) The Board shall exercise the powers described

14 | herein in a manner consistent with the policies and

15| regul ations of the Pinellas County Fire Protection Authority,
16 | which was created pursuant to chapter 73-600, Laws of Florida
17 Section 8. Taxes; non-ad val orem assessnents; i npact
18 | fees; user charges; bond issuance. --

19 (1) The District shall also hold all powers,

20| functions, and duties set forth in this Act and chapter 189,
21 | chapter 191, and chapter 197, Florida Statutes, as anended

22| fromtinme to tine, including, but not linmted to, ad val orem
23 | taxation, bond issuance, other revenue-raising capabilities,
24 | budget preparation and approval, liens and forecl osure of

25| liens, use of tax deeds and tax certificates as appropriate
26 | for non-ad val orem assessnents, and contractual agreenents.
27| The District may be financed by any nmethod established in this
28 | act, or in chapter 189 or chapter 191, Florida Statutes, as
29 | anended fromtine to tine.

30 (2) The nethods for assessing and collecting non-ad

31| val orem assessnents, fees, or service charges shall be as set
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1| forth in chapters 170, chapter 189, chapter 191, or chapter

2| 197, Florida Statutes, as anended fromtine to tine.

3 Section 9. Five-year plan.--The District shall adopt a
4] 5-year plan to identify the facilities, equi prment, personnel

5] and revenue needed by the District during that 5-year peri od.
6 | The plan shall be updated in accordance with section 189. 415,
7| Florida Statutes, and shall satisfy the requirenent for a

8| public facilities report required by section 189.415(2),

9| Florida Statutes.

10 Section 10. Boundaries and nergers. --

11 (1) The boundaries of the District may be nodifi ed,

12 | extended, or enl arged upon approval or ratification by the

13 | Legi sl ature.

14 (2) The nmerger of the District with all, or portions

15| of, other independent special districts or dependent fire

16 | control districts is effective only upon ratification by the
17 | Legislature. A District may not, solely by reason of a nerger
18 | with anot her governnental entity, increase ad val oremtaxes on
19 | property within the original lints of the District beyond the
20 | maxi nrum est abli shed by the District's enabling | egislation

21 | unl ess approved by the electors of the District by referendum
22 Section 11. Annexation of territories by

23| municipalities.--For the purposes and requirenents of this

24 | Act, after the annexation by a nunicipality of any

25 | uni ncorporated area within the East Lake Tarpon Special Fire
26 | Control District, the annexed area shall be treated as |ying
27 | within the corporate boundaries of the annexing nmunicipality,
28 | and shall not be subject to a levy of the ad val oremtax which
29| is authorized by this Act.

30 Section 12. Anmendnent of charter.--This charter nay be
31| anended only by special act of the Legislature.
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1 Section 13. Effect of dissolution.--1n accordance wth
2| section 189.405(2), Florida Statutes (1999), the dissol ution
3] of the District shall transfer the title to all property owned
4 by the District to Pinellas County, which shall also assune
5| all indebtedness of this District.
6 Section 2. Severability.--Should any provision of this
7| Act be held to be unconstitutional, inoperative, or void, such
8| holding or invalidity shall not affect the renmi ni ng portions
9| of this Act.
10 Section 3. Referendum--At the special referendum
11| called pursuant to Section 4 of this Act, the ballot question
12 | shall be substantially as foll ows:
13
14 Shal |l there be created an i ndependent fire
15 control district covering the East Lake Tarpon
16 Special Fire Control District for the purpose
17 of providing fire prevention services to the
18 District?
19
20 Section 4. This Act shall take effect only upon its
21 | approval by a najority vote of those qualified electors of the
22 | East Lake Tarpon Special Fire Control District described in
23| Section 3 of the East Lake Tarpon Fire Control District
24 | charter voting in a referendumelection to be called by the
25| Board of County Conmi ssioners of Pinellas County and to be
26 | held prior to Novenber 30, 2000, in accordance with the
27 | provisions of lawrelating to elections currently in force,
28 | except that this section and section 3 of this |egislation
29 | shall take effect upon this Act becoming a | aw
30
31
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