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By Representative Kil ner

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to Port St. Joe Port Authority,

3 @ul f County; providing for the codification of

4 special acts relating to the Port St. Joe Port

5 Authority; providing |egislative intent;

6 codi fyi ng, reenacting, anending, and repealing

7 chapter 30787 (1955) and chapter 78-514, Laws

8 of Florida; providing for governance,

9 enpl oyees, powers, and finance of the Port St

10 Joe Port Authority; providing for repeal of

11 prior special acts related to the Port St. Joe

12 Port Authority; providing for severability;

13 providing for control in the event of conflict

14 of provisions; providing mninmmcharter

15 requi renents; providing an effective date.

16

17 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

18

19 Section 1. Pursuant to section 189.429, Florida
20| Statutes, this act constitutes the codification of all special
21| acts relating to the Port St. Joe Port Authority. It is the
22 | intent of the Legislature in enacting this law to provide a
23| single, conprehensive special act charter for the district,
24 | including all current legislative authority granted by its
25| several legislative enactnents and any additional authority
26 | granted by this act. It is further the intent of this act to
27 | preserve all district authority.
28 Section 2. Chapter 30787, Laws of Florida, 1955; and
29 | chapter 78-514, Laws of Florida, relating to Port St. Joe Port
30| Authority, are codified, reenacted, anended, and repeal ed as
31| herein provided.
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1 Section 3. The Port St. Joe Port Authority is

2| re-created and the charter is re-created and reenacted to

3| read:

4 Section 1. Creation.--There is hereby created a body
5| corporate to be known as the Port St. Joe Port Authority with
6| the corporate powers to sue and be sued and with the

7 | additi onal powers specified herein. Said authority shall be a
8 | public agency for the devel opnent of commerce and the port.

9 Section 2. Governing Body.--The Port St. Joe Port

10| Authority shall consist of five (5) conm ssioners who shal

11 ) constitute said authority. The said five (5) nmenbers shall be
12 | appoi nted by the Governor, fromthe date this act becones a
13| law, the first appointnents shall be three (3) for four (4)
14 | years and two (2) for two (2) years. Thereafter al

15 | appoi ntnents shall be for a termof four (4) years fromthe
16 | expiration of the previous termand all vacancies shall be

17 | filled by the Governor for the unexpired term No conmi ssioner
18 | shall be an officer or enployee of the Gty of Port St. Joe,
19| Florida, the County of @ulf, or the State of Florida,
20 | excepting nenbers of the nmilitia or notaries public. No nore
21| than two (2) of the conmissioners shall be persons who are
22 | primarily engaged in the nmaritine business, and no person
23| shall be eligible for appoi ntnent as conmi ssi oner except
24 | freeholders of the City of Port St. Joe or Gulf County,
25| Florida. The commi ssioners constituting the Port St. Joe Port
26 | Authority shall select one (1) of their nenbers as chair and
27| the termof office of the chair shall be two (2) years from
28 | the date of his or her selection. The conmi ssioners shal
29 | receive no conpensation for their services but the authority
30| is hereby allowed travel and ot her expenses which shall be
31| paid as other expenses. Three (3) conm ssioners shal
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1| constitute a quorum for the purpose of conducting business,

2| exercising its powers, and for all other purposes.

3 Section 3. Enployees.--The Port St. Joe Port Authority
41 is hereby enpowered to enpl oy an executive director of the

5| authority whose conpensation shall be fixed by resol ution of

6 | the conmi ssioners of said authority. And the said authority is
7 | enpowered to enploy its own counsel, secretary, technica

8 | experts, and such ot her enpl oyees, pernmanent and tenporary, as
9]it may require, and it is enpowered to deternine the

10| qualifications, duties, and conpensati on of such enpl oyees.

11 | None of the said enployees shall be covered by any civil

12 | service | aws now or hereafter in effect with respect to

13 | enpl oyees of the City of Port St. Joe or Qulf County.

14 Section 4. Powers.--The Port St. Joe Port Authority,
15| as hereby created, is hereby authorized and enpower ed:

16 (1) To own and acquire property or facilities by

17 | purchase, | ease, easenent, eninent domain, gift, or transfer
18| fromthe City of Port St. Joe or fromQ@lf County, the United
19| States of Anerica, the State of Florida, any agencies thereof,
20 | corporations, or individuals,
21 (2) To acquire, construct, maintain, and operate: port
22 | termnal facilities; warehouses; wharves; docks; drydocks;
23 | quays; yacht basins; bridges; ship basins; breakwaters;
24 | foundation for shipways; fitting out docks; shipyards; marine
25| railways; railroads; repair shops; |oading and unl oadi ng,
26 | packaging and refrigeration facilities; and all other harbor
27 | port, comrercial, and industrial inmprovenents and facilities,
28 (3) To enter into contracts or leases with
29 | individuals, corporations, any nunicipality, the State of
30| Florida, and the United States of Anerica, or any other public
31
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1| body to operate facilities owned or | eased by said port

2| authority,

3 (4) To enter into contracts for furthering the

4 | busi ness, operation, and nmi ntenance of shipping facilities

5| and harbor and port inprovenents within Qulf County.

6 Section 5. Finance.--Wthin the limts of its budget

7| fromtine to tine, nade, the Port St. Joe Port Authority is

8 | hereby authorized to borrow noney and i ssue bonds, notes, and
9 | evidences of indebtedness therefor. Said Authority is hereby
10 | aut hori zed for the purpose of acquiring, operating,

11 | maintai ning, paying for, and inproving property or facilities,
12| to raise nonies by the issuance and sal e of revenue bonds or
13 | certificates of indebtedness in such anpunts and forns and

14 | with such provisions, in such denoni nations and havi ng such
15| maturities and bearing such rates of interest as said

16 | authority deens advi sabl e and payabl e solely from and secured
17 | by pledge of all or any part of the incone, rents, and

18 | revenues of any property or facilities now or hereafter owned,
19 | | eased, or operated by said authority, or by the |evying of
20 | non-ad val orem assessnents or fees agai nst benefited property.
21| Said authority may validate its revenue bonds or certificates
22 | of indebtedness and its other obligations in the sane nmanner
23| as is now provided by law for the validation of the

24 | obligations of counties, nmunicipalities, and other public

25 | agenci es.

26 Section 6. Limtation of Powers.--The Port St. Joe

27 | Port Authority, as hereby created, shall have no power or

28 | authority to bind or conmit the Gty of Port St. Joe, a

29 | munici pal corporation, or GQulf County, in any manner, directly
30| or indirectly; and the said Gty of Port St. Joe or Qulf

31| County shall not be liable or responsible in any nanner for
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1| any of the debts, liabilities, obligations, acts, or om ssions
2| of the Port St. Joe Port Authority or any of its officers or
3| enpl oyees. All persons dealing with the said authority are
4 | hereby charged with full notice of this linitation and its
51 powers.
6 Section 7. Appropriations fromCity of Port St. Joe
7] and @Qulf County.--The City of Port St. Joe and also Qulf
8 | County are enpowered to appropriate and contribute to the Port
9] St. Joe Port Authority such suns of nobney for the operation
10 | expenses of the said authority as the conmi ssion of the said
11| city and the county comr ssion nay fromyear to year deternine
12 | through the city's and county's budgets. Such suns of nbney as
13 | are so appropriated and contributed by the Gty of Port St
14 | Joe and Gulf County shall be paid to the Port St. Joe Port
15| Authority upon its requisition signed by the chair and any two
16 |(2) other nenbers thereof. The County Comm ssion of Qulf
17 | County may pl edge the second gas tax or may levy a nmillage and
18| the City of Port St. Joe nmay levy a nillage to finance said
19| Port St. Joe Port Authority.
20 Section 8. M ninum Charter Requirenents. --
21 (1) The Authority is organi zed and exists for al
22 | purposes set forth in this Act and applicable general |aws as
23| they may be anended fromtine to tine.
24 (2) The powers, functions, and duties of the Authority
25 | regardi ng bond i ssuance, other revenue-raising capabilities,
26 | budget preparati on and approval, and contractual agreenents
27 | shall be as set forth in this Act, chapters 189 or 197,
28| Florida Statutes, or any other applicable general |aws, as
29 | they may be anended fromtine to tine.
30
31
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(3) The Authority was created by special act of the
Florida Legislature by chapter 30787, Laws of Florida, 1955,
as anmended.

(4) The Authority's charter nay be anended only by

speci al act of the Legi sl ature.

(5) |In accordance with this Act, the Authority is

governed by a five-nenber board, appointed by the Governor

(6) The conpensation of board nenbers shall be

governed by this Act and applicabl e general |aw as anended

fromtine to tine.

(7) The administrative duties of the Board of

Supervi sors shall be as set forth in this Act.

(8) Requirenents for financial disclosure, neeting

notices, reporting, public records nmintenance, and per-di em

expenses for officers and enpl oyees shall be as set forth in
chapters 112, 189, and 286, Florida Statutes, as they may be
anended fromtine to tine.

(9) The District may be financed by any nethod

established in this Act, and applicabl e general |aws, as they

may be anended fromtinme to tine.

(10) The nethods for collecting non-ad val orem

assessnents, fees, or service charges shall be as set forth in

chapter 197, Florida Statutes, and other applicable genera

| aws, as they nay be anended fromtine to tine.

(11) The District's planning requirenents shall be as
set forth in this Act.
(12) The District's geographic boundary limtations

shall be the sanme as those of Qulf County.
Section 4. Chapter 30787, Laws of Florida, 1955, and
chapter 78-514, Laws of Florida, are repealed 10 days after

the effective date of this act.
6
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Section 5. In the event any section or provision of

this act is determned to be invalid or unenforceabl e, such

determ nation shall not affect the validity of or

enforceability of each other section and provision of this

act .

Section 6. In the event of a conflict of the

provisions of this act with the provisions of any other act

the provisions of this act shall control to the extent of such
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Section 7. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
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