Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2000 HB 1845
By Representative Spratt

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to Pal m Beach and Hendry

3 Counties; providing for codification of special

4 | aws regarding special districts pursuant to

5 chapter 97-255, Laws of Florida, and chapter

6 98- 320, Laws of Florida, relating to the Ritta

7 Drai nage District, a special tax district of

8 the State of Florida conposed of the Counties

9 of Pal m Beach and Hendry; providing |egislative

10 intent, and codifying and reenacting chapter

11 22882, Laws of Florida, 1945, chapter 61-1641,

12 Laws of Florida, chapter 76-461, Laws of

13 Fl orida, and chapter 84-500, Laws of Florida

14 providing for mnimumcharter requirenents;

15 providing for ratification of prior actions;

16 providing for repeal of all prior special acts

17 related to the Ritta Drainage District;

18 providing for severability; providing an

19 ef fective date.
20
21| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
22
23 Section 1. Pursuant to chapters 97-255 and 98- 320
24 | Laws of Florida, this act constitutes the codification of al
25| special acts relating to the Ritta Drainage District, an
26 | i ndependent special district and political subdivision of the
27| State of Florida. It is the intent of the Legislature in
28 | enacting this law to provide a single, conprehensive special
29 | act charter for the District, including all current
30| legislative authority granted to the District by its severa
31| legislative enactnents and any additional authority granted by

1
CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIRPLO O ®~NOO®UuDWNPRER O

Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2000 HB 1845
587- 143A- 00

this act. It is further the intent of this act to preserve

all District authority, including the authority to annually

assess and | evy against the taxable property in the District.
Section 2. Chapter 22882, Laws of Florida, 1945, and

chapters 61-1641, 76-461, and 84-500, Laws of Florida,

relating to the Ritta Drainage District of Florida, are

codi fied, reenacted, anended, and repeal ed as herein provided.

Section 3. The Ritta Drainage District is re-created
and the charter for such district is re-created and reenacted
to read:

Section 1. 1In accordance with section 189. 404(3),

Florida Statutes, the following shall constitute the nini num

charter requirenments of Ritta Drainage District:

(1) The District is organized and exists for al

pur poses set forth in this act and chapter 298, Florida

Statutes, as they nay be anended fromtine to tine, so far as

not inconsistent with this act.

(2) The powers, functions, and duties of the District

regardi ng non-ad val orem assessnents, bond i ssuance, other

revenue-raising capabilities, budget preparation and approval,

|iens and foreclosure of |iens, use of tax deeds and tax

certificates as appropriate for non-ad val orem assessnents,

and contractual agreenents shall be as set forth in chapters
189, 197, and 298, Florida Statutes, this act, or any other
appl i cabl e general or special |law, as they nay be anended from

tine to tine.
(3) The District was created by chapter 22882, Laws of
Florida, 1945, a special l|legislative act.

(4) The District's charter may be anended only by

speci al act of the Legi sl ature.

2

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIRPLO O ®~NOO®UuDWNPRER O

Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2000 HB 1845
587- 143A- 00

(5) In accordance with chapter 298, Florida Statutes,

the District is governed by a Board of Supervisors. The

nenber shi p and organi zati on of the Board shall be as set forth

in this act and chapter 298, Florida Statutes, as they may be

amended fromtine to tine.

(6) The conpensation of Board nenbers shall be

governed by this act and chapter 298, Florida Statutes, as

they nay be anended fromtine to tine.

(7) The adnministrative duties of the Board shall be as

set forth in this act and chapter 298, Florida Statutes, as

they nay be anended fromtine to tine.

(8) Requirenents for financial disclosure, neeting

notices, reporting, public records nmintenance, and per diem

expenses for officers and enpl oyees shall be as set forth in
chapters 112, 189, 286, and 298, Florida Statutes, as they may
be anended formtine to tine.

(9) The procedures and requirenents governing the

i ssuance of bonds, notes, and ot her evidence of indebtedness
by the District shall be as set forth in chapters 189 and 298,
Florida Statutes, and applicable general |aws, as they may be

amended fromtine to tine.

(10) The procedures for conducting District el ections

and for qualification of electors shall be pursuant to

chapters 189 and 298, Florida Statutes, and applicable genera

| aws as they nmay be anended fromtine to tine.

(11) The District may be financed by any nethod
established in this act, chapters 189 and 298, Florida
Statutes, or any applicable general |laws, as they may be

amended fromtine to tine.

(12) In accordance with chapter 298, Florida Statutes,

the District may continue to levy upon all of the real taxable
3
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1| property in the District a special tax each year as

2 | mai nt enance t ax.

3 (13) The nethod for collecting non-ad val orem

4 | assessnents, fees, or service charges shall be as set forth in
5| chapters 197 and 298, Florida Statutes, as they may be anmended
6| fromtine to tine.

7 (14) The District's planning requirenents shall be as
8| set forth in chapters 189 and 298, Florida Statutes, as they
9| may be anmended fromtine to tine.

10 (15) The geographic boundary limtations are as set

11| forth in section 2, foll ow ng.

12 Section 2. For the purpose of draining, reclainng,

13 | and conserving the | ands herei nafter described, and protecting
14 | the sane fromthe effects of water, or |lack of water, for

15 ] controlling the water in the District and the water tables

16 | with respect to the lands therein, for agricultural and

17 | sanitary purposes, and for the public health, convenience,

18 | welfare, utility, and benefit, a drainage and water contro

19 | district is hereby established to be known as "Rl TTA DRAI NAGE
20| DISTRICT, " the territorial boundaries of which shall be as

21| foll ows:

22

23 Begi nning at the quarter-section corner on the

24 West line of Section 2, Township 44 Sout h,

25 Range 34 East, which point is commbn to the

26 boundary of the South Fl orida Conservancy

27 District;

28

29 Thence southerly along the Wst |ine of Section

30 2 to the Sout hwest corner of said Section 2;

31 t hence southerly along the West |ines of

4
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1 Sections 11 and 14 to the Southwest corner of

2 Section 14, Townshi p 44 South, Range 34 East;

3

4 Thence easterly along the south |ines of

5 Sections 14 and 13, Townshi p 44 South, Range 34
6 East, and along the South lines of Section 18
7 Townshi p 44 South, Range 35 East, to the

8 sout heast corner of said Section 18;

9

10 Thence northerly along the East |ine of Section
11 18, Townshi p 44 South, Range 35 East, to the
12 Nor t heast corner of said Section 18;

13

14 Thence easterly along the South |ine of

15 Sections 8, 9 and 10, Townshi p 44 South, Range
16 35 East, to the South quarter-section corner of
17 sai d Section 10;

18

19 Thence Sout heasterly to a point on the East
20 line of Section 15, Township 44 South, Range 35
21 East, 80 feet South of the Northeast corner of
22 sai d Section;
23
24 Thence easterly along a line 80 feet South of
25 and parallel to the North |line of Section 14,
26 Townshi p 44 South, Range 35 East, to the center
27 line of the Evergl ades Drainage District's
28 M anmi Canal and the boundary of the South
29 Fl ori da Conservancy District;
30
31

5
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Thence northeasterly along the center |ine of

said Manm Canal and the boundary of the South

Fl ori da Conservancy District through Sections
14, 11 and 2, Township 44 South, Range 35 East,
to an intersection with the East and West

guarter-section line of Section 2;

Thence westerly al ong the East and West

guarter-section or center |ines of Sections 2,
3, 4, 5 and 6, Township 44 South, Range 35
East, and the East and Wst quarter-section

lines of Sections 1 and 2, Township 44 Sout h,

Range 34 East, which lines are also the

boundary of the South Fl orida Conservancy

District, to the point of beginning.

Section 3. (a) The governing Board of said District

shal | be designated the "Board of Supervisors of Ritta

Drai nage District," which shall be conposed of three persons

who shall be resident freeholders of the State of Florida.

(b) A neeting of the | andowners of said District shal

be held during the nonth of April each year for the purpose of

el ecting Supervisors of said District and transacti ng such

ot her business as nay properly cone before the neeting.

Noti ce of | andowners' neetings shall be given by causing

publication thereof to be made for 2 successive weeks in sone

newspaper published in Pal m Beach County or Hendry County,

Florida, the first publication to be made at | east 15 days

prior to the date of such neeting. The neeting shall be held

at the office of the District in Cew ston, or at such other

pl ace as the office of the District may in the future be
6
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| ocated, and the tine and place for the hol ding of such

neeting shall be stated in the notice. The | andowners, when

assenbl ed, shall organize by the election of a Chair and

Secretary of said neeting, who shall conduct the election. At

such el ection, each acre of land in the District, except as

herei nafter provided, shall represent one share, and each

owner shall be entitled to one vote, in person or by proxy, in

witing, duly executed, for each acre of land in said District

owned by the | andowner. A fraction of an acre shall be voted

as the sane fraction of a vote. Supervisors shall be el ected

for a period of 3 years and until his or her successor shal

be el ected or appointed and shall have qualified, such

Supervisor to fill the office of the nenber whose term shal

expire on said date.

(c) The owners and proxy holders of District acreage

who are present at a duly noticed | andowners' neeting shal

constitute a quorumfor the purpose of holding such el ection

or any election thereafter.

(d) In the event of a vacancy in any office of

Supervi sor during the termfor which such Supervisor is

el ected or appointed, the remnining Supervisors, or, if such

renmai ni ng Supervisors fail to act within 30 days after the

date of such vacancy, the Governor of the State of Florida,

may fill such vacancy by appointnent until the next annua

neeting of the |andowners of the District as herein provided.

Any Supervi sor appoi nted by the renmi ni ng Supervisors, or the

Governor, shall have the sane powers and duties as are hereby

conferred upon the nenbers of said Board of Supervisors so

el ected by the | andowners.

(e) The Departnent of Environnental Protection shal

desi gnhate sone person to cast the vote for Supervisors or upon
7
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any matter that nay properly cone before said neetings to the

extent of the acreage owned by the State in said District. At

any neeting of |andowners, guardi ans nmay represent their

war ds; executors and administrators nay represent estates of

deceased persons; and trustees and other fiduciaries my

represent their beneficiaries, and such representati on may be

by proxy, and private corporations nay be represented by their

officers or duly authorized agents; however, |ands which are

delinquent in the paynent of Ritta Drainage District taxes for

2 years or nore after tax sale shall not be considered as

| ands entitling anyone to vote in said el ections and neetings

as owners thereof, and such | ands shall not be considered as

acreage within the District for the purpose of deternining

whet her a quorumis present.

(f) The Supervisors of the District shall be entitled

to receive as conpensation for their services the sane

conpensation, subject to the sane conditions, as is now

authori zed to be paid by section 298.14, Florida Statutes, to

supervisors of districts created under chapter 298, Florida

Statutes, and operating under the provisions of said chapter

or as said chapter or section 298.14, Florida Statutes, nay

hereafter be anended.

Section 4. The annual neeting of |andowners of the

Ritta Drainage District and any other neeting of |andowners

whi ch may be convened shall be held at the office of the

District in Clewiston, or at such other place as the office of

the District may in the future be | ocated.

Section 5. (a) In addition to all of the powers

specifically conferred by this Act and such powers as may be

incidental to the enunerated powers, the Board of Supervisors

of Ritta Drainage District shall have the power to nake
8
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contracts; to adopt and use a common seal and alter the sane

at pleasure; to acquire, hold, and control by condemati on

gi ft, exchange, purchase, or otherw se any real or persona

property, surveyors' notes, or engineering data which nay be

needed to carry out the provisions of this Act or which nay be

useful in the acconplishnent of any of the purposes for which

said District is created, and to sell, |ease, or otherw se

di spose of any such property; to appoint or enploy such

agents, engineers, attorneys, and enpl oyees as the busi ness of

the Board nmay require; to construct, purchase, operate, and

nmai ntai n punpi ng plants and stations, including punping

nmachi nery, notive equi pnent, and all appurtenant or auxiliary

nmachi nes, devices, or equipnent, and to contract for the

construction, operation, and nmmi ntenance of the said punping

pl ants and stations, including the purchase and supply of

el ectric and ot her power and energy for the operation of the

sane; to grant pernits to owners of land within the District

for the installation of water control structures upon such

terns and conditions as the Board nay deternine and to

supervi se and regul ate the operation of same; and to borrow

noney and i ssue notes and bonds therefor, as hereinafter

provided, in order to enable the said Board to carry out and

performany powers conferred by this Act.

(b) The Board of Supervisors is hereby authorized and

enpowered to establish and construct a system of canal s,

drains, ditches, |evees, dikes, dans, sluices, revetnents,

| ocks, reservoirs, holding basins, floodways, punping

stations, and other works and i nprovenents, of such

di nensi ons, depth, and proportion as in the judgnent of the

Board is advisable to drain, reclaim and conserve the | ands

within said District to acconplish any of the purposes for
9
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which said District was created, and to naintain and operate

such works in such manner as said Board shall deem nobst

advant ageous to the inprovenent and devel opnent of the | ands

in said District and to acconplish the foregoi ng objectives;

to clean out, straighten, open up, w den, change the course

and flow of, alter, or deepen any canal, ditch, drain, river,

wat ercourse, pond, creek, or country streamin said District

that said Board may deem necessary to facilitate the drai nage,

recl amati on, conservation, and inprovenent of the lands in

said District, including navigation facilities, nmaking the

land within said District available for agricultural purposes,

habitation, settlenent, and general utilities; to concentrate,

divert, or divide the flow of water in or out of said

District; to construct or enlarge any bridges that may be

needed by the District across any drain, ditch, canal, public

hi ghway, railroad right-of-way, tract, grade, fill, or cut; to

construct such roadways over |evees, enbanknents, and ot her

works as nmay be needed by the District.

(c) Said Board shall have the power and authority to

punp water into or out of the canals, ditches, drains, and

other works of the District, or on or fromthe |lands in said

District in such anbunts as said Board shall determne; to

regul ate and control the flow of water into and out of said

District; to maintain such water tables with respect to the

lands in said District as in the judgnent of the Board shal

be to the best interests of the District and of the | andowners

therein; and to do or cause to be done or pernit others to do

all things which may be necessary, desirable, or convenient in

order to acconplish any of the foregoi ng objectives.

(d) In naintaining and operating the canals, drains,

| evees, dikes, dans, |ocks, reservoirs, punping stations,
10
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water control structures, and other works and i nprovenents,

the Board of Supervisors of the District and its agents and

enpl oyees shall have the authority at all reasonable tines to

enter upon the | ands adjacent to any of such drainage works in

order to transport and use equi pnent, machinery, and materials

necessary to properly maintain, preserve, and operate such

dr ai nage worKks.

(e) In addition to the powers herein conferred upon

the Board of Supervisors of Ritta Drainage District, said

Board shall have and nay exercise all of the powers conferred

upon the Board of Supervisors of a drainage or water contro

district created under the provisions of chapter 298, Florida

Statutes, 1941, and Acts anendatory thereof and suppl enental

thereto, except such as may be in conflict or inconsistent

with the provisions of this Act.

(f) Wthout linmting the generality of the foregoing

powers, the Board of Supervisors of said District is

specifically authorized to construct or cause to be

constructed the foll owi ng-descri bed water control facilities

and public inprovenents within said District:

(1) Boundary Levees.--The lands of the Ritta Drai nage

District will be protected against the influence of outside

waters by boundary | evees, to-wt:

a. On the North by the existing boundary | evee of the

South Florida Conservancy District.

b. On the East by the construction of a | evee al ong

the west right-of-way boundary of the Evergl ades Drai nage
District's Manm Canal.
c. On the South by the construction of |evees al ong

the south boundary lines; nanely, by a |l evee along the south

bank of the main canal in Sections 15, 10, 9 and 8 and thence
11
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be a |l evee along the east and south lines of Section 18 in

Townshi p 44 South, Range 35 East; and thence along the south
line of Sections 13 and 14 in Township 44 South, Range 34
East .

d. On the West by the construction of | evees along the

west boundary of Sections 14, 11 and the south half of Section
2, Township 44 South, Range 34 East.

(2) Water Control - Punping Plant.--Water control for
the |l ands confined by these boundary | evees will be largely

dependent on punping. Witer control will be based on 1 inch

of runoff fromthe reclamation area in 24 hours. This

requires a punping capacity of approximately 190, 000 gal |l ons

of water per mnute. The punping plant will consist of three

punping units with all pertinent accessories, resting on

concrete foundations placed on safe rock footing and the

equi pnent protected by a substantial building. The source of

wat er supply and an outlet for the disposal of water will be

secured by a channel connection into the Mam Canal
(3) Water Control - Main Canal.--The water taken in or
di scharged by the punping plant will be distributed and

collected by neans of a main canal and a lateral ditch schene.

The main canal will be |ocated east and west along the south
line of Sections 10, 9, 8 and 7, Township 44 South, Range 35
East, and of Sections 12 and 11 in Township 44 South, Range 35
East .

(4) \Water Control - Lateral System--Water for the
agricultural use of lands will be delivered or received by a

schene of north and south |aterals connecting with the main

canal at 1/2-mle intervals.

a. Each lateral will serve a specific area of |and

extendi ng one-quarter nile on both sides of this facility,
12
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t hus providi ng an adequate source of water supply and an

outlet for the detailed water requirenents of individua

farnm ng tracts.

b. The Board shall have the power and authority to

nmake such changes therein or additions thereto as shall be

necessary in order to adequately drain, reclaim and conserve

the lands in said District, protect the sane fromthe effects

of water, or lack of water, and control the water in said

District, and the water tables with respect to the | ands

t herein.
Section 6. The Board of Supervisors is authorized and

enpowered to enter into arrangenents with ot her drainage,

water control, or water nmanagenent districts for the pooling

of insurance coverage, for the purchase, rental, and use of

suppl i es, equiprment, buildings, and facilities, and for

servi ces of enpl oyees.

Section 7. The Board of Supervisors of Ritta Drainage

District is authorized and enpowered to borrow noney for its

corporate public purposes and give security therefor at

interest rates not to exceed the then-prevailing interest rate

at state and federally chartered | ending institutions,

provi ded such rates are authorized by general |aw. Bonds nay

be issued, either with or without coupons, bearing interest as

provi ded by general |aw, payable sem annually, each naturing

within 30 years fromissuance, both principal and interest

payabl e at sone conveni ent banki ng house or trust conpany's

office, to be naned in said bonds. Bonds shall be signed by

the President of the Board of Supervisors and attested with

the seal of the District and by the signature of the Secretary

of the Board. All bonds shall be authorized by resol ution of

the Board of Supervisors and shall be executed and delivered
13
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1| to the Treasurer of the District, who shall sell the sane in
2 | such quantities, on such dates, and on such terns as the Board
3 | of Supervisors deens necessary to neet the paynents for the

4 | restoration work. All bonds shall be sold at public sale and
5] shall be awarded to the hidder offering to purchase such bonds
6| at the lowest net interest rate, which shall be deternined by
7 | deducting the total anmpunt of prem um or adding the total

8 | ambunt of discount bid to the aggregate interest to be paid.

9 | Bonds shall not be sold for |Iess than 95 cents on the doll ar
10 | with accrued interest, and shall state on their face the

11 | purpose for which they are issued and shall be payabl e out of,
12 | and shall constitute a first lien on, the noneys derived from
13 | the nai ntenance tax provided for this Act.

14 Section 8. The Board of Supervisors of Ritta Drainage
15| District is authorized and enpowered to borrow noney for its
16 | corporate public purposes and give security therefor at such
17 | rates of interest not exceeding 8 percent as the Board nay

18 | det ermi ne.

19 Section 9. Subject to the linmtations herein
20| contained, the said Board is hereby authorized and enpowered
21| to exercise the right of emi nent donmain and may condemm for
22 | the use of said District any and all |ands, easenents,
23 | rights-of-way, riparian rights, and other rights of every
24 | description, whether owned by private individuals, firns, or
25| corporations or by public or quasi-public corporations,
26 | required for the use and purposes of said Board as herein set
27 | forth. 1In the condemmati on of property, in pursuance of the
28 | power of eninent domain vested in said Board, the provisions
29 | of the laws of Florida governi ng condemati on proceedi ngs
30| instituted by counties, nmunicipalities, or other public bodies
31| are hereby made applicabl e, and condemmati on proceedi hgs may

14
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be instituted and prosecuted by the Board under and pursuant

to the provisions of chapter 73 or chapter 74, Florida

Statutes. The said Drainage District recognizes the right,

title, interest, and claimof Pal mBeach County in and to a

rock road | ocated al ong the Wst bank of the Manm Canal
which road runs from State Road No. 25 southward for
approximately 3 nmiles along said Canal. The said Drai nage

District shall not destroy said road or the rock road nmateri al

adj acent thereto, nor shall it nove any of said road

materials; neither shall it nove the County Road rock pile

without first obtaining witten perm ssion fromthe County

Conmi ssion by resolution. The said Drainage District agrees

not to interfere, in any way, with the ingress and egress of

traffic over said road. In the event the District shall, in

its operations, find it necessary to interfere in any way with

said road, it shall first obtain witten permission to do so

and shall provide the necessary bridges and detours so that

traffic will be unobstructed for the passage of trucks and

vehicles. Before applying for any witten pernission fromthe

County Conmi ssion as set forth herein, the District shal

first give public notice once each week for 4 consecutive

weeks in a newspaper published in Belle ade, Florida, and in

Clewiston, Florida, of such application, giving in said notice

full details as to what it proposes to do. Should the

Drainage District, its agents or enpl oyees, or its contractors

or subcontractors obstruct said road, or fail to keep said

road open, and cause | oss or danage to Pal m Beach County or to

any person, firm partnership, or corporation using said road,

or who has been using said road, the District shall be liable

in damages therefor, and consent is hereby given by said

15
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District to any such suit brought for any such purpose or

pur poses.
Section 10. The drai nage and recl amati on work to be

constructed in said District shall be upon such |ocations and

shall be constructed in such manners and in accordance with

such specifications as the Board of Supervisors of the

District may fromtinme to tine deternine

Section 11. The Board may, in its discretion, |let any

part or all of the work to be perforned within said District

by contract, but no contract for an anobunt in excess of

$50, 000 shall be let until notice thereof shall have been

publ i shed not | ess than once a week for 2 consecutive weeks

before the date set for the letting of such contract in a

newspaper in Pal mBeach County or Hendry County. The work so

advertised shall be awarded to the | owest responsi bl e bidder

as may be determ ned by said Board; however, the Board shal

have the right to reject any and all bids and to readverti se,

as hereinbefore provided. The Board shall have the right to

require a bond with a surety to be approved by the Board in

such anmount as the Board nmay determ ne, conditioned that the

contractor will well and truly carry out the contract in

accordance with the terns thereof. Nothing in this section

shal | prevent the Board of Supervisors from undertaking and

perforning work without a contract and by | abor operating

under the direction of the Board, its engineer, or its

enpl oyees.
Section 12. For the purpose of paying the cost of

adm nistering the affairs of the District generally, and for

t he purpose of mmintaining, operating, preserving, and

rendering efficient the ditches, canals, drains, |evees,

engi nes, and punps, and other inprovenents herein authorized
16
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to be constructed, and to repair and restore the sane when

needed, and for the purpose of defraying current expenses of

the District, the Board is authorized, enpowered, and directed

to levy and inpose upon all of the lands, including |ands

owned or held by the State of Florida or the Board of Trustees

of the Internal |nprovenent Trust Fund of Florida, |ying and

being situate within the boundaries of said District, as

described in this Act, a tax not to exceed the sumof $30 per

acre, per annum and such tax shall be known and desi gnated as

the "Mi ntenance Tax." It is hereby ascertained, deternined,

and declared that all of the works or public inprovenents

constructed by or for Ritta Drainage District, pursuant to the

provisions of this Act will confer benefits upon the | ands

within said District in an anount at |east equal to the taxes

authori zed to be levied by the provisions of this Act for

subsequent years, and that all lands in said District will be

benefited equally by said drai nage works and i nprovenents.

Section 13. (a) There are hereby established for

Ritta Drainage District the followi ng separate and di sti nct

funds:
(1) Debt Service Fund, into which shall be paid the
proceeds of the Debt Service Taxes authorized to be |evied

upon the lands within said District for subsequent years hy

the provisions of this Act.
(2) Maintenance Fund, into which shall be paid the
proceeds of the M ntenance Taxes authorized to be | evied upon

the lands within said District for subsequent years by the

provi sions of this Act.

(b) The Board is hereby authorized and enpowered to

establish fromtinme to tinme such other funds for the noneys of

17
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the District as it may deternine to be necessary, advisable,

or expedient.

(c) Each of the funds created by or pursuant to the

provisions of this Act shall be held inviolate and the noneys

fromtine to tine in each of such funds shall be used only for

t he purposes for which said funds, respectively, are required

to be devoted in accordance with the provisions of this Act.
(d) The Debt Service Fund shall be used for the
pur poses for which the Debt Service Taxes are authorized by

this Act to be levied, and for the nmmi ntenance of any reserve

or sinking fund which nay be established by resolution of the

Board for the purpose of paying the principal of and interest

on any bonds which may be issued pursuant to the provisions of
this Act.
(e) The Maintenance Fund shall be used for the

pur poses for which the Mii ntenance Taxes are authorized by
this Act to be |evied.
Section 14. (a) The Board of Supervisors of the

District shall assenble and organi ze by choosing one of their

nunber President of the Board and el ecting sone suitable

person Secretary of the District who nay or nay not be a

nmenber of the Board of Supervisors. The Board may, in its

di scretion, require the Secretary to execute a bond in such

anmount as it may deternmine for the faithful performance of his

or her duti es.

(b) Two nenbers of the Board of Supervisors shal

constitute a quorum The Board of Supervisors shall, by

resolution, fix the tine and place for hol ding regul ar

neetings, but special neetings nay be called at any tine or

pl ace by the President or any two nenbers of the Board of

18
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1| Supervisors. The neeting place of said Board may be either

2| within or without the District.

3 (c) The Board of Supervisors shall enploy sone

4 | conpetent person or sone Bank or Trust Conpany as Treasurer of
5| the District. The sane person may act as Secretary and

6 | Treasurer of said District if the Board shall deemit to be

7 | advisable. The Treasurer shall execute a bond in such sum as
8| shall be fixed by the Board and with a Surety approved by the
9| Board, conditioned that he or she will well and truly perform
10| the duties inposed upon himor her by this Act and that he or
11| she will account for all nobneys coning into his or her hands
12 | as Treasurer of the District. The Treasurer shall pay out

13| funds of the District only upon checks, drafts, or warrants
14 | issued by the District, which checks, drafts, or warrants

15| shall be signed by the Treasurer and countersigned by at |east
16 | one nenber of the Board of Supervisors.

17 (d) The Board shall sel ect and appoi nt sone conpetent
18 | person as Chi ef Engi neer of the District.

19 Section 15. Al taxes or assessnents |evied pursuant
20| to the provisions of this Act shall constitute a |lien upon
21| said lands as of the first day of January of each year in
22 | which the assessnents are nmade, which liens shall be superior
23|l in dignity to all other liens upon said |ands except liens for
24 | State and County taxes and shall be equal in dignity to the
25| lien for said State and County taxes.
26 Section 16. The Trustees of the Internal | nprovenent
27 | Trust Fund of Florida are authorized, enpowered, and directed
28 | to pay out of any noneys in their hands derived fromthe sale
29| of | ands or otherw se, the taxes or assessnents | evi ed
30 | pursuant to the provisions of this Act upon all |ands owned by
31

19
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the State of Florida or the said Trustees within the

boundaries of Ritta Drainage District.

Section 17. Al other acts and proceedi ngs of the

Circuit Court of said Pal m Beach and Hendry Counties taken by,

for, and on behalf of said District since the creation

thereof, and all of the acts and proceedi ngs of the Board of

Supervi sors, the Commi ssioners, and all other officers and

agents of said District, and of said Pal m Beach and Hendry

Counties, acting for and on behalf of said District, and any

and all tax |l evies and assessnents whi ch have been nade by the

sai d Board of Supervisors for and on behalf of said District,

are each one of them and each part thereof, hereby ratified,

val i dat ed, and confirned.

Section 4. Chapter 22882, Laws of Florida, 1945, and
chapters 61-1641, 76-461, and 84-500, Laws of Florida,
relating to the Ritta Drainage District of Florida, are hereby

repealed to the extent they are inconsistent herewith.

Section 5. In the event any one or nore of the

sections or provisions of this Act or the application of such

sections or provisions to any situation, circunstance, or

person is for any reason held to be unconstitutional, such

unconstitutionality shall not affect any other section or

provision of this Act or the application of such section or

provision to any other situation, circunstance, or person, and

it is intended that this | aw shall be construed and applied as

if such section or provision had not been included herein for

any unconstitutional application

Section 6. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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