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Florida Senate - 2000 SB 1852
By Senator Kirkpatrick

5-1213-00 See HB
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to the Florida Gold Seal
Vocati onal Schol ars award; anendi ng s.
240. 40207, F.S., relating to the Florida Gold
Seal Vocational Schol ars award; revising
student eligibility requirenents; revising
provisions relating to transfer to the Florida
Merit Scholars award program providing for
determ nation of the credit hour limtation
providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 240.40207, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

240. 40207 Florida Gold Seal Vocational Schol ars
award. --The Florida Gold Seal Vocational Scholars award is
created within the Florida Bright Futures Schol arship Program
to recogni ze and reward academ ¢ achi evenent and vocationa
preparation by high school students who wish to continue their
education. Beginning with the fall term of 2002, except as

provided in subsection (5), a Florida Gold Seal Vocationa

Schol ars award may not be used at a baccal aureate

degree-granting institution unless the award is a renewal of

an initial award issued prior to the fall termof 2002.
(1) A student is eligible for a Florida Gold Seal
Vocational Scholars award if the student neets the genera

eligibility requirenents for the Florida Bright Futures
Schol arshi p Program and the student:
(a) Conpl etes the—secondary—schoot——portion—of—a
seguenti-a—programof—studi-es—that—r+equires at | east three
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secondary school vocational credits in a program of study
identified by the Departnment of Education teken—over—at—teast

rorr | : : v I el I

three of these credits nust be successfully conpleted in the

sane program On-the-job training may not be substituted for

any of the three required vocational credits.

(b) Denonstrates readi ness for postsecondary education
by earning a passing score on the Florida College Entry Level
Pl acenent Test or its equivalent as identified by the
Depart nent of Educati on.

(c) Earns a mninmum cunul ati ve wei ghted grade point
average of 3.0, as calculated pursuant to s. 240.40202, on al
subj ects required for a standard hi gh school diplong,
excl udi ng el ective courses.

(d) Earns a mini mum unwei ghted grade poi nt average of
3.5 on a 4.0 scale for secondary vocational courses conprising
t he vocational program

(e) Conpletes the requirenments of a vocational -ready
di pl oma program as defined by rules of the State Board of
Educat i on.

(2) A Florida Gold Seal Vocational Scholar is eligible
for an award equal to the anmount required to pay 75 percent of
matriculation and fees, if the student is enrolled in a public
post secondary education institution. A student who is enrolled
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in a nonpublic postsecondary education institution is eligible
for an award equal to the ampbunt that would be required to pay
75 percent of the matriculation and mandatory fees of a public
post secondary education institution at the conparable |evel.
(3) To be eligible for a renewal award as a Florida
Gol d Seal Vocational Scholar, a student nust nmaintain the
equi val ent of a grade point average of 2.75 on a 4.0 scale for
al | postsecondary education work attenpted, with an
opportunity for reinstatenent one tine as provided in this
act .
(4) A student may earn a Florida Gold Seal Vocationa
Schol arship for 110 percent of the nunber of credit hours

required to conplete the program up to 90 credit hours or the
equi val ent . AFtrorida—GCotd—Seal—Sechotar—who—has—a—ecurtative

(5) Upon successful conpletion of an associ ate degree

program an award recipient who neets the renewal criteria in

subsection (3) and enrolls in a baccal aureate degree program

at an eligible postsecondary education institution is eligible

to transfer to the Florida Merit Schol ars award conponent of

the Bright Futures Scholarship Program Al other requirenents

of the Florida Merit Scholars award shall apply to a student

who transfers to that programunder this section. The

departnent is authorized to adjust the award type foll ow ng

receipt of a Florida Gold Seal Vocational Scholars award
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1| during the fall term should a student receive an associate
2| degree in the fall and enroll in a baccal aureate degree
3| programduring a subsequent term of the sane acadeni c year
4| The credit hour limtation nust be cal cul ated by subtracting
5| fromthe student's total eligibility the nunber of credit
6 | hours the student attenpted while receiving the Florida Gold
7 | Seal Vocational Scholars award.
8 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.
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