Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2000 HB 1853
By Representative Heal ey

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to Pal m Beach County; anendi ng

3 chapter 87-450, Laws of Florida, as anended,

4 relating to the Pal m Beach County Health Care

5 Act; changi ng nane of the Pal m Beach County

6 Health Care District to "Health Care District

7 of Pal m Beach County"; authorizing the District

8 to i nmplenment school health prograns; updating

9 references to the County Public Health

10 Departnent; authorizing establishnment of and

11 grant of powers to a District-owned hospita

12 managenent board under certain conditions;

13 providing for establishnment of a 3 ades Area

14 Rural Support Board; providing for nenbership

15 and responsibilities; providing organization

16 and recordkeepi ng requi renents; providing an

17 ef fective date.

18

19| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
20
21 Section 1. Section 2 of chapter 87-450, Laws of
22| Florida, is anended to read:
23 Section 2. Name and boundari es. --The nanme of the
24 | Sout hwest ern Pal m Beach County Public Hospital Board,
25 | established by chapter 26107, Laws of Florida, 1949, is
26 | changed to the "PatmBeach—County Health Care District of Palm
27 | Beach County," in Pal mBeach County, Florida. The district
28 | shall enbrace and include all of the property of Pal m Beach
29 | County, Florida, to wit:
30
31
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1 Begi nning on the east boundary of Florida at a
2 poi nt where the south boundary of township

3 forty-seven south, of range forty-three east,

4 produced easterly would intersect the sane;

5 thence westerly on said township line to its

6 intersection with the axis or center |ine of

7 the Hillsborough State Drainage Canal as at

8 present |ocated and constructed; thence

9 westerly along the center line of said canal to
10 its intersection with the section line dividing
11 sections twenty-six and thirty-five of township
12 forty-seven south, range forty-one east; thence
13 westerly on the section line dividing said

14 sections twenty-six and thirty-five and ot her
15 sections to the northwest corner of section

16 thirty-one, of township forty-seven south,

17 range forty-one east; thence south on the range
18 line dividing ranges forty and forty-one,

19 township forty-seven south, to the northeast

20 corner of section twenty-five of township

21 forty-seven south, range forty east, a distance
22 of one hundred six feet nore or |ess; thence

23 due west on the north boundary of the sections
24 nunbered fromtwenty-five to thirty, inclusive
25 of townships forty-seven south, ranges

26 thirty-seven to forty east, inclusive, as the
27 sane have been surveyed or may hereafter be

28 surveyed by the authority of the Board of

29 Trustees of the Internal |nprovenent Trust

30 Fund, to the northwest corner of section

31 thirty, township forty-seven south, range
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1 thirty-seven east; thence continuing due west

2 to the range |ine between ranges thirty-four

3 and thirty-five east, and the east boundary of

4 Hendry County; thence north on said range |ine

5 concurrent with the east boundary of Hendry

6 County, to the south shore of Lake Okeechobeeg;

7 t hence continuing north on said range line to

8 t he nort heast corner of section thirty-six,

9 township forty south, range thirty-four east;
10 thence easterly parallel to and one nile north
11 fromthe township line dividing townships forty
12 and forty-one south to where the south boundary
13 of section twenty-six, township forty south,

14 range thirty-seven east intersects the norma

15 wat er | evel on the boundary of Lake Okeechobee;
16 t hence east on the south boundary |ine of said
17 section twenty-six and other sections across

18 ranges thirty-seven, thirty-eight and

19 thirty-nine, forty, forty-one and forty-two

20 east, to the east |ine of section twenty-eight,
21 township forty south, range forty-two east;

22 thence north on said east section line to the
23 north line of said section twenty-eight; thence
24 east on the section |ine between sections

25 twenty-two and twenty-seven of township forty
26 south, range forty-two east, and other sections
27 to the waters of the Atlantic Ccean; thence

28 easterly to the eastern boundary of Florida;

29 t hence southward al ong the coast, including the
30 waters of the Atlantic Ccean within the

31
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1 jurisdiction of the State of Florida, to the

2 pl ace of begi nni ng.

3

4 Section 2. Section 3 of chapter 87-450, Laws of

5| Florida, as anended by chapters 91-344 and 96-509, Laws of

6| Florida, is anended to read:

7 Section 3. PalmBeach—County Health Care District of
8 | Pal m Beach County; district board; powers.--The District Board
9 | of the PatmBeach—County Health Care District of Pal m Beach
10| County is vested with the authority and responsibility to

11 | provide for the conprehensive planning and delivery of

12 | adequate health care facilities (including, but not linted
13| to, hospitals) and services for the citizens of Pal m Beach
14 | County, particularly nedically needy citizens. For those

15 | purposes, the district board shall have and nmay utilize the
16 | fol l owi ng powers:

17 (1) To plan, set policy guidelines, fund, establish
18 | construct, |ease, operate, and maintain such health care

19| facilities as shall be necessary for the use of the people of
20| said district, including the continued presence of at |east
21| one hospital in the G ades area, subject and limted by the
22 | future financial resources and constraints of the district;
23 | provi ded, however, that hospitals may not be constructed by
24 | the district, except that the district nay construct a

25| hospital in the dades area. Said health care facilities

26 | shall be established, constructed, |eased, owned, operated,
27 | and mai ntai ned for the preservation of the public health, for
28 | the public good, and for the use of the public of said

29 | district. The locations of such health care facilities shal
30| be deternmned by said district board.

31
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1 (2) To provide services and facilities jointly with

2| other public or private health care providers, with

3 | appropriate provision to reduce the costs of providing service
4| for all users thereof.

5 (3) To provide health care services to residents of

6| the district through the utilization of health care facilities
7 | not owned and operated by the district. The provision of said
8| care is hereby found and declared to be a public purpose and

9 | necessary for the preservation of the public health and

10 | wel fare of the residents of the district.

11 (4) To adopt an official seal and alter the sane at

12 | pl easure.

13 (5) To nmmintain an office at such place or places as
14| it may desi gnate.

15 (6) To sue and be sued in its own nane and to pl ead

16 | and be inpl eaded, but with all sovereign imunity and

17 | limtations provided by the State Constitution or general |aw
18 (7) To acquire by purchase, l|ease, gift, or otherw se,
19| or to obtain options for the acquisition of, any property,
20| real or personal, inproved or uninproved, as said district
21 | board deens proper to carry out the purposes of this act.
22 | However, the district shall not have the power of em nent
23 | domain. To hold and di spose of all assets or property, real or
24 | personal, inmproved or uninproved, upon such terns and for such
25| consideration, or for no consideration, as the district board
26 | deens proper to carry out the purposes of this act.
27 (8) To plan and fund the construction, acquisition
28 | ownershi p, |leasing, repair, maintenance, extension, expansion
29 | i nprovenent, rehabilitation, renovation, furnishing, and
30 | equi pping of health care facilities and to pay all or any part
31| of the costs thereof fromthe proceeds of operating revenue,
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1| bonds, | ease-purchase financing, or other obligations of

2 | indebt edness of the district or fromany contribution, gift,
3| or donation or other funds of the district for such purpose.
4 (9) To nmke and execute agreenents of | ease,

5| contracts, deeds, nortgages, notes, and other instrunents

6 | necessary or convenient in the exercise of its powers and

7| functions under this act.

8 (10) To lease as |lessor or |lessee to or from any

9| person, firm corporation, association, or body, public or

10 | private, any facilities or property of any nature for the use
11 ) of the district to carry out any of the purposes authorized by
12 | this act.

13 (11) To pledge or assign any noney, rents, charges,
14 | fees, or other revenues and any proceeds derived from sal es of
15 | property, insurance, or condennati on awar ds.

16 (12) To borrow npbney and issue bonds, certificates,
17 | warrants, notes, or other evidence of indebtedness as

18 | hereinafter provided; to levy such tax as nmay be authorized;
19| and to charge, collect, and enforce fees and ot her user
20 | charges.
21 (13) To raise, by user charges or fees authorized by
22 | resolution of the board, anpbunts of noney which are necessary
23| for the conduct of the district activities and services and to
24 | enforce their receipt and collection in the manner prescri bed
25| by resolution not inconsistent with | aw.
26 (14) To enploy adm nistrators, physicians, attorneys,
27 | accountants, financial experts, consulting engineers,
28 | architects, surveyors, and such other enpl oyees and agents as
29 | may be necessary in its judgnent, and to fix their
30 | conpensati on.
31
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(15) To acquire existing health care facilities and to
rei mburse any health care facility for the cost of such
facilities in accordance with an agreenent between the
district and the health care facility.

(16) To acquire existing health care facilities and to
refund, refinance, or satisfy outstandi ng obligations,
nort gages, or advances issued, nade, or given by said health
care facility.

(17) To nortgage any health care facility and the site
t her eof .

(18) To cooperate with, or contract with, other
governnental agencies or private individuals or entities as
may be necessary, convenient, incidental, or proper in
connection with any of the powers, duties, or purposes
aut hori zed by this act.

(19) To assess and inpose upon lands in the district
ad val oremtaxes as provided by this act.

(20) To annually determ ne and approve a district
budget and millage in accordance with chapter 200, Florida
St at ut es.

(21) To pronul gate and adopt policies and rules for
the operation of the district.

(22) The district is hereby authorized and enpower ed,
inits absolute discretion, to establish or becone a part of
one or nore qualified self-insurance trust funds for the
purpose of protecting district assets and operations, as well
as related health care entities and individuals conprising the
health care delivery systemestablished at the direction or
under the authority of the district. The protection from
liability | osses includes, without linitation, professiona
nedi cal nal practice, conprehensive general liability,

7
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directors and officers' liability, workers' conpensation
liability, nedical and health services, life, property, and
such other liability exposures as may be permitted by Florida
| aw. These self-insurance trust funds nmay be established for
the benefit of the officers, directors, enployees, and
approved agents of the district as well as such other |ega
entities or individuals as the district may deternine, by
board resolution, are carrying out the health care purposes
and mandates of the district during the period those entities
or individuals are acting within the scope of the authority
and duties devol ving upon themthrough an agreenent with or
direct mandate fromthe district.

(23) The district shall have the authority to provide
for reinbursenent to hospitals, physicians, or other health
care providers or facilities.

(24) The district is hereby restricted from
rei mbursing any health care providers or facilities, including
hospital s and physicians, for their bad debts arising from
those patients who are not eligible for rei nbursenent under
district guidelines. The district, however, shall continue to
rei mburse such health care providers for the nedical care of
nedi cal ly needy patients, to the extent of the district's
limted financial resources, taking into account funds
avail abl e from ot her sources, including other governnental
fundi ng sources.

(25) To establish criteria for the provision of health
care pursuant to this act.

(26) To do all things necessary to carry out the
pur poses of this act.

(27) The PalmBeach—County Health Care District of
Pal m Beach County shall be exenpt fromthe paynent of any

8
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fees, taxes, or increnent revenue to community redevel oprment
agenci es established pursuant to part |1l of chapter 163,
Fl ori da Statutes.

(28) Notwithstanding the prohibition against extra
conpensation set forth in s. 215.425, Florida Statutes, to
provide for an extra conpensation program including a |unp
sum bonus paynent program to reward outstandi ng enpl oyees
whose performances exceed standards, if the program provides
that a bonus paynent may not be included in an enpl oyee's
regul ar base rate of pay and may not be carried forward in
subsequent years.

(29) The district's authority shall include the
ability to plan, set policy, and fund fromits revenue sources
the establishnment and inplenmentation of cooperative agreenents
wi th other governnent authorities and public and private
entities within and outside of Pal m Beach County which pronote
the efficiencies of |ocal and regional trauma agencies, rural
heal t h networ ks, and cooperative health care delivery systens;
provided that any such agreenments with entities outside of
Pal m Beach County ensure that the costs associated with any
trauma services are the responsibility of such entity.

(30) To establish, and appoint nenbers to, such
boards, conmittees, or advisory bodies as the district board
deens appropri at e.

(31) The Health Care District of Palm Beach County is
aut hori zed to plan, coordi nate, supervise, nanhage, and take

such other action as appropriate to i npl enent the schoo

heal th prograns as established by the District.

(32) 31 Al of the foregoing powers are hereby found
and declared to be a public purpose and necessary for the

9
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preservation of the public health, for the public good, and
for the welfare of the residents of the district.

Section 3. Section 4 of chapter 87-450, Laws of
Fl orida, as anended by chapters 92-340 and 96-509, Laws of
Fl orida, is anended to read:

Section 4. District board; nenbership; rules of
procedures. - -

(1) The PalmBeach—County Health Care District of Palm
Beach County shall be governed by a district board which shal

be conposed of seven nenbers. The appointing authority shal
consi der the diverse geographic areas of Pal mBeach County in
selecting individuals to serve on the district board, at |east
one of whom but not nore than two of whom shall reside in
the G ades area, that area of Pal m Beach County |ying west of
the line between Range 39 East and Range 40 East. The
nmenbership of the district board of commi ssioners shal
i nclude three nenbers appointed by the Governor, three nenbers
appoi nted by the Board of County Conm ssioners of Pal m Beach
County, and one nenber fromthe Pal m Beach County Public
Heal th Departnent Urit, as provi ded bel ow

(a) The CGovernor shall appoint three nenbers to serve
on the PaltmBeach—Cotunty Health Care District Board of Palm
Beach County.

(b) The Board of County Comm ssioners of Pal m Beach

County shall appoint three nenbers to the district board,
ot her than thensel ves, one of whom nust be an el ected offici al
at the tine of the appointnent.

(c) The district board nenmber fromthe Pal m Beach
County Public Health Departnent bnrit shall be the director of
t he Pal m Beach County Public Health Departnent Unit.

10

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O WDN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIRPLO O ®~NOO®UuDWNPRER O

Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2000 HB 1853
268- 260A- 00

(2) Any vacancies on the district board for whatever
cause shall be filled in the same manner as set forth in this
act for an initial appointnent.

(3) Health care district board nenbers shall receive
no conpensation for services as such; but, while acting for
the district, they shall receive their actual expenses,

i ncl udi ng subsi stence, |odging, travel, and other expenses in
the anobunt actually incurred, as approved by the district
boar d.

(4) Each nenber of the PatmBeach—County Health Care

District Board of Pal m Beach County shall serve for a term of

4 years or until a successor is appointed.

(5) Each appointnent to the district board shall be
made on or before August 30 of the year in which the term of
office is to coomence. The termof office of a PalmBeach
County Health Care District Board of Pal m Beach County
Conmi ssi oner shall be construed to commence on Cctober 1 of

the year of appointnent and to terninate Septenber 30 of the
year of the end of his or her term

(6) No nenber of the district board nmay serve nore
than two consecutive 4-year terms, with the exception of the
director of the Pal m Beach County Public Health Departnent
Y-t

(7) The nenbers of the District Board of the Patm
Beach—County Health Care District of Pal mBeach County shal
el ect anong thensel ves a chairnman, vice-chairnan, and

secretary. The chairman shall preside at all neetings of the

Pat-mBeach—County Health Care District Board of Pal m Beach

County, except that the vice-chairman may preside in his or

her absence. The chairman, vice-chairnman, and secretary shal
each have an official vote in all matters considered by the
11
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1 | PatmBeach—County Health Care District Board of Pal m Beach

2| County. The district board is authorized to adopt byl aws

3| providing for the orderly governance and operation of the

4| district affairs.

5 (8) The PatmBeach—County Health Care District Board

6 | of Pal m Beach County shall neet regularly as determ ned by the

7 | byl aws of the PatmBeach—County Health Care District Board of

8 | Pal m Beach County.

9 (9) Each district board nenber shall give bond to the
10 | Governor for the faithful performance of his or her duties in
11 | the sumof $5,000 with a surety conpany qualified to do
12 | business in the state, as surety, which bond shall be approved
13 | and kept by the Cerk of the Circuit Court of Pal m Beach
14 | County, Florida. The prem uns on said bonds shall be paid as
15| part of the expenses of the district board.

16 (10) Four district board nmenbers shall constitute a

17 | quorum and a vote of at least three of said district board

18 | nenbers shall be necessary to conplete the transaction of any
19 | business of the district. The district comm ssioners shal

20 | cause true and accurate mnutes and records to be kept of al
21 | business transacted by them shall keep full, true, and

22 | conpl et e books of account and m nutes, which ninutes, records,
23 | and books of account shall at all reasonable tines be open and
24 | subject to public inspection, and any person desiring to do so
25| may make or procure a copy of said mnutes, records, or books
26 | of account, or such portion thereof as such person nmay desire,
27 | at a reasonable cost determ ned by the district board.

28 (11) Qualifications of comr ssioners.--A conmi ssioner
29 | or the spouse of a conmi ssioner may not, at the tinme of

30 | appointnent or for 1 year prior to appointment or during the
31| termof office of the conmi ssioner

12
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1 (a) Have any financial interest, other than ownership
2| of shares in a nutual fund, pension plan, or profit-sharing

3| plan, in any entity which, either directly or indirectly,

4 | receives funds fromthe PatmBeach—County Health Care District
5] of Pal m Beach County.

6 (b) Be enployed, retained by, or engaged in any

7] activity with any entity which, either directly or indirectly,
8 | receives funds fromthe PatmBeach—County Health Care District
9 | of Pal m Beach County, except for the Director of the Palm

10 | Beach County Public Health Departnent bnait.

11 (c) Serve on the board of directors or board of

12 | trustees of any entity, which either directly or indirectly
13 | receives funds fromthe PatmBeach—County Health Care District
14 | of Pal m Beach County.

15 Section 4. Section 9A is added to chapter 87-450, Laws
16 | of Florida, as anended, to read:

17 Section 9A. d ades Rural Area Support Board. --

18 (1) The Health Care District of Pal mBeach County, in
19| the exercise of its powers relative to the planning and
20 | delivery of adequate health care facilities and services for
21| the citizens of Pal mBeach County, particularly nedically
22 | needy citizens, and as otherwi se stated in section 3, nay
23 | establish a d ades Rural Area Support Board ("d ades Support
24 | Board") and nay del egate certain authority to the d ades
25 | Support Board for the planning of support for the provision of
26 | health care in the 3 ades area, that area of Pal m Beach County
27 | lying West of the |ine between Range 39 East and Range 40
28 | East, all subject to the policies and procedures established
29| by the district board. The role, function, and operation of
30 | the d ades Support Board shall be retroactive to the date of
31| the inception of the creation of the d ades Managenent

13
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Advi sory Board described in section 10. Among the powers that

the district board may del egate to the d ades Support Board is

sone or all of the district board' s authority to provide for

tax support and reinbursenent to hospitals, physicians, and/or

such other health care providers or facilities for the nedica

care of nedically needy patients. |If so requested by the

district board, the d ades Support Board shall recomend to

the district board anpunts of reinbursenent appropriate for

hospitals, physicians, and such other health care providers or

facilities which provide health care to eligible nedically

needy patients in the d ades area. The district board nay

anend, rescind, nodify, or suspend any or all of the del egated

powers of the G ades Support Board at any tine or fromtine to

tinme, in the discretion of the district board.
(2) Menbership of the d ades Support Board shal
consi st of the seven nenbers of the district board, described

in section 4, and such board shall be subject to the sane

nenbership and rules as specified in section 4. Service on the

d ades Support Board shall not be a disqualification from

district board service under section 4. The district board

shal |l include indemification of all d ades Support Board

nenbers and authorized agents as part of its indemification

powers under section 5.

(3) The district board, in its sole discretion, may

grant such powers to the d ades Support Board as the district

board deens necessary or convenient, in its sole discretion

fromtine to tine, including any or all of the follow ng

powers, all of which are subject to the policies, procedures,

and gui deli nes as established and, as may be anended,

suspended, nodified, or rescinded fromtine to tine, by the

14
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di strict board, and which are subject to the approval of the

district board:

(a) To nmke recommendations to the district board

regardi ng tax support and rei nbursenent to hospitals,

physi ci ans, and/or such other health care providers or

facilities which provide health care for nedically needy

patients in the G ades area, subject to and corresponding with

all powers and restrictions of the district.

(b) To distribute funds received fromthe district

board as tax support and rei nmbursenent to hospitals,

physi ci ans, and/or such other health care providers or

facilities which provide health care for nedically needy

patients in the G ades area, subject to and corresponding with

all powers and restrictions of the district.

(c) To nmke and execute contracts and ot her

i nstrunents.

(d) To cooperate and contract with any gover nnental

agency or instrunentality, federal, state, nunicipal, or

county.
(e) To adopt and anmend rul es and regul ati ons for

carrying out the powers specified herein, provided said rul es

and regul ations conply with rules and regul ati ons adopt ed by
the district board.
(4) The d ades Support Board shall only convene at the

call of the chair of the d ades Support Board. The chair,

vice-chair, and secretary of the d ades Support Board shall be

the chair, vice-chair, and secretary of the district board

The chair shall preside at all neetings of the d ades Support

Board, except that the vice-chair nmay preside in the absence

of the chair. The chair, vice-chair, and secretary shall each

have an official vote in all nmatters considered by the d ades
15
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Support Board. The d ades Support Board is authorized to adopt

byl aws providing for its orderly governance and operation, if

necessary.
(5) The d ades Support Board shall cause true and

accurate mnutes and records to be kept of all business

transacted by it, shall keep full, true, and conpl ete books of

accounts and m nutes, which m nutes, records, and books of

accounts shall at all reasonable tines be open and subject to

public inspection, and any person desiring to do so nay nake

or procure a copy of said mnutes, records, or books of

accounts, or such portion thereof as such person nmay desire,

at a reasonable cost deternined by the d ades Support Board
Section 5. Section 10 of chapter 87-450, Laws of
Fl orida, as anended by chapter 96-509, Laws of Florida, is

amended to read:

Section 10. District-owned hospital nanagenent board;
creation; purpose; powers.--

(1) If, prior to Novenber 8, 1988, the Board of
Hospital Commi ssioners for the pre-existing special tax
di stricts (Southeastern, Northwestern, and Sout hwestern Pal m
Beach County Hospital Districts) lawfully reorgani zed one or
nore of those districts pursuant to the authority of s.
155.40, Florida Statutes, the operation of those hospitals
shal | be conducted pursuant to those reorgani zati on docunents.
The district's interest shall be subject to the agreenents and
obligations lawfully approved and entered into by that
pre-existing i ndependent special tax district provided that
sai d reorgani zati on docunents shall not financially commt the
district to fund the reorgani zed hospital district.

(2) At such tine that the Health Care District of Palm
Beach County owns an acute-care hospital in the d ades area

16
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1| the district board, in the exercise of its powers relative to
2 | the ownership and operation of hospitals in the d ades area

3| shall establish a managenment board and may shatt del egate

4| certain authority to the nanagenent board. Anpong the powers

5] that the district board may del egate to the managenent board
6|is some, or all, of the district's authority as the "governing
7| body," as that termis used under Florida and federal statutes
8 | and regul ations, affecting the day-to-day operation of

9] district-owned general acute care and specialty hospitals in
10| the d ades area, including the authority to appoint,

11 | reappoi nt, and discipline the nedical staff. Such nmanagenent
12 | board nmay be del egated sone, or all, of the responsibility for
13 | the operation, planning, and adninistration of district-owned
14 | hospitals in the d ades area, that area of Pal m Beach County
15| lying West of the |line between Range 39 East and Range 40

16 | East, subject to policies and procedures established by the
17 | district board. The district board may rescind or nodify any
18 | or all of the del egated powers of the nmanagenent board at any
19| tine, or fromtine-to-time, in the discretion of the district
20 | board.
21 (3) |If a nanagenent board is appoi nted, the nmanagenent
22 | board shall consist of eight individuals, five of whom shal
23| constitute a quorum All nenbers of the nanagenent board
24 | nust:
25 (a) Reside in the dades area
26 (b) Omn real property in the dades area
27 (c) Be enployed in the d ades area; or
28 (d) Be enployed by a business located in the d ades
29 | area.
30
31
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A majority of the nenbers of the managenent board nust reside
in the dades area. Initial nenbers shall be appointed for
staggered ternms of 2, 3 and 4 years. Thereafter, they shal

be appointed for 4-year terns. O the eight-nenber nanagenent
board, five of the nenbers shall be appointed by the health
care district board, one nenber shall be appointed by the Cty
Council of South Bay, one nenber shall be appointed by the
City Council of Belle dade, and one nenber shall be appointed
by the City Council of Pahokee. At least three of the five

i ndi vi dual s appointed by the health care district board shal
reside in the A ades area. One of the initial 2-year

appoi ntnents shall be nade by the Gty Council of South Bay
and one of these initial appointnents shall be nade by the
health care district board. One of the initial 3-year

appoi ntnents shall be nade by the Gty Council of Pahokee and
two of these initial appointnents shall be nmade by the health
care district board. One of the initial 4-year appointnents
shall be made by the City Council of Belle dade and two of
these initial appointnents shall be nade by the health care

di strict board.

(4) The district board may shatH- grant any or all of
the following powers to the nanagenent board appointed by the
district board, all of which are: Subject to policies,
procedures, and guidelines as established, and as nay be
anended, suppl enmented, nodified, or rescinded fromtine to
time, by the district board; and Wich are subject to the
approval of the district board.

(a) To prepare the annual budget and service delivery
plan for district-owned hospitals and to subnmit such budget
and plan to the district board for consideration by the
di strict board.

18
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(b) To nmke and execute contracts and ot her
i nstruments.

(c) To acquire, by purchase or otherwise, and to hold
title to any property, real or personal, useful to the
pur poses of the managenent board and to the district.

(d) To lease, either as | essee or |essor, or rent for
any nunber of years and upon any terns and conditions rea
property.

(e) To establish rates and charges for those using the
facilities of, or receiving care or assistance from the
managenent board and to coll ect noney pursuant thereto.

(f) To accept gifts of nopney, services, or real or
personal property.

(g) To appoint, renove, or suspend enpl oyees of the
di strict-owned hospitals.

(h) To cooperate and contract with any governnental
agency or instrunentality, federal, state, nunicipal, or
county.

(i) To adopt and anmend rules and regul ations for the
managenent and use of any district-owned hospitals, provided
said rules and regulations conmply with rules and regul ati ons
adopted by the district board.

(j) To appoint the staff of physicians to practice in
any designated district-owned hospitals and to approve the
byl aws and rules to be adopted by the nedical staff of any
desi gnated district-owned hospitals. Such governing
regul ations are to be in accordance with the standards of the
Joint Commission on the Accreditation of Hospitals which
provide, anong other things, for the nethod of appointing
addi tional staff nmenbers and for the discipline or renoval of
staff menbers.
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1 (k) The managenent board nenbers shall cause true and
2 | accurate mnutes and records to be kept of all business

3| transacted by them shall keep full, true, and conpl ete books
4 | of accounts and m nutes, which m nutes, records, and books of
5| accounts shall at all reasonable tines be open and subject to
6 | public inspection, and any person desiring to do so may nake
7| or procure a copy of said minutes, records, and books of

8 | accounts, or such portion thereof as such person may desire,
9| at a reasonabl e cost deternined by the managenent board.

10 (1) The nenbers of the managenent board shall el ect
11 | anong t hensel ves a chair, vice chair, and secretary. The

12 | chair shall preside at all neetings of the managenent board,
13 | except that the vice chair nay preside in the absence of the
14 | chair. The chair, vice chair, and secretary shall each have
15 ) an official vote in all matters considered by the nanagenent
16 | board. The nmanagenent board is authorized to adopt byl aws

17 | providing for its orderly governance and operation

18 Section 6. Section 11 of chapter 87-450, Laws of

19| Florida, is anended to read:

20 Section 11. Repeal of existing districts and transfer
21| of their assets and liabilities.--

22 (1) Aside fromthe expansion of its boundaries and

23 | change of its nane set forth in section 2 of this act, the

24 | Sout hwest ern Pal m Beach County Public Hospital Board created
25| by chapter 26107, Laws of Florida, 1949, shall be abolished
26 | and said chapter, as anended, is hereby repeal ed, and all of
27 | the functions, rights, responsibilities, obligations, assets,
28| and liabilities of said hospital board shall be transferred to
29 | and becone the property and responsibility of the PatmBeach
30 | County Health Care District of Pal m Beach County; said repeal
31
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abolition, and transfer to take place 1 year after the
effective date of this act.

(2) The Northwestern Pal m Beach County Public Hospital
Board created by chapter 26106, Laws of Florida, 1949, shal
be abolished and said chapter, as anended, is hereby repeal ed,
and all of the functions, rights, responsibilities,
obligations, assets, and liabilities of said hospital board
shall be transferred to and becone the property and

responsibility of the PatmBeach—County Health Care District

of Pal m Beach County; said repeal, abolition, and transfer to

take place 1 year after the effective date of this act.

(3) The Sout heastern Pal m Beach County Hospita
District created by chapter 29387, Laws of Florida, 1953,
shal | be abolished and said chapter, as anended, is hereby
repeal ed, and all of the functions, rights, responsibilities,
obligations, assets, and liabilities of said hospital board
shall be transferred to and becone the property and

responsibility of the PatmBeach—County Health Care District

of Pal m Beach County; said repeal, abolition, and transfer to

take place 1 year after the effective date of this act.

(4) The Pal m Beach County Hospital District created by
chapter 83-489, Laws of Florida, shall be abolished and said
chapter is hereby repealed, and all of the functions, rights,
responsibilities, obligations, assets, and liabilities of said
hospital board shall be transferred to and becone the property

and responsibility of the PatmBeach—County Health Care

District of Pal mBeach County; said repeal, abolition, and

transfer to take place 1 year after the effective date of this
act .
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Section 7. Section 18 of chapter 87-450, Laws of
Florida, as created by chapter 93-382, Laws of Florida, is
renunbered as section 16 and anended to read:

Section 16. 18— Lien on behal f of PalmBeach—Cotnty
Health Care District of Pal mBeach County when other parties
are liable.--

(1) The PaltmBeach—County Health Care District of Palm

Beach County shall be entitled to a lien, as deternined by

this section, for paynents made by the district for health
care services provided to ill or injured persons, upon any
proceeds of judgnents, settlenents, or settlenent agreenents
concerning the liability of tortfeasors or other third parties
causing or contributing to said illness or injuries thus
necessitating such health care services. For purposes of this
section, any such ill or injured persons or their |lega
representatives may be referred to as "claimant."

(2) Upon suit being filed by the clai mant agai nst any
tortfeasor or other third party, the clainmant shall send the
district, if the district nmade any paynments on clainmant's
behal f, a copy of the conplaint by certified or registered
mail as notification of such suit. Wthin 60 days after
receipt of the claimant's notification, the district may file
in the suit a Notice of Paynents Made for Health Care
Services. Such notice nust specify the anobunt the district
paid, and it shall constitute a |lien upon any recovery to the
extent allowed by this section. |If suit has not been filed, a
claimant shall send the district notification by certified or
registered mail of claimant's intent to claimdanmages fromthe
tortfeasor or other third party. Wthin 60 days after receipt
of the claimant's notification, the district nay send to the
claimant by certified or registered mail a Notice of Paynents
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Made for Health Care Services. Such notice nust specify the
anmount the district paid, and it shall constitute a |lien upon
any recovery to the extent allowed by this section. |[If the
di strict made any paynents on claimant's behal f and becones
aware of a suit or claimfor damages prior to being notified
by the claimant in accordance with this subsection, it may
file or send its Notice of Paynents Made for Health Care
Services at that tinme. Such notice nust specify the anpunt
paid by the district, and it shall constitute a |ien upon any
recovery to the extent allowed by this section. The notice of
payrments nmade nmay be anended by the district to reflect
anounts paid by the district subsequent to the filing of said
noti ce.

(3) The anpunt of the lien created by this section
shall be the entire anount paid by the district pursuant to
the Notice of Paynents Made for Health Care Services, as
anended, less the district's pro rata share of reasonabl e
attorney's fees, costs and expenses of litigation for the
claimant's attorney; provided, however, that the anount of the
lien created by this section shall in no event be greater than
two-thirds of the anobunt remaining fromthe proceeds of the
judgnent, settlenent or settlenent agreenent after the
deduction of attorney's fees and other reasonable costs and
expenses of litigation

(4) No release or satisfaction of any judgnent,
settlenment, or settlenent agreenment shall be valid agai nst
such lien unless the district joins therein or executes a
rel ease of such lien.

(5) The district, when clainming a lien under this
section, shall cooperate with the clai mant by produci ng such

23

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2000 HB 1853
268- 260A- 00

information as is reasonably necessary to prove the anount
paid by the district for health care services provided.

(6) The lien created by this act shall not preenpt the
lien rights of any hospital in Pal mBeach County created by
ordi nance, special act or general law. This act shall not
af fect any subrogation rights of the district.

Section 8. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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