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By the Conmittee on Family Law & Children and
Representatives Roberts, Crow, Wallace, Effman and Detert

1 Abill to be entitled
2 An act relating to supervised famly
3 visitation; anmending s. 414.0252, F.S.
4 nodi fying the definition of "fanm |y" under the
5 WAGES Program for specified purposes; creating
6 s. 753.01, F.S.; providing legislative findings
7 and intent; creating s. 753.02, F.S.; providing
8 definitions; creating s. 753.03, F.S.
9 establishing the Ofice for Certification and
10 Moni tori ng of Supervised Visitation Prograns
11 under the C earinghouse on Supervised
12 Visitation within the Institute for Fanmly
13 Vi ol ence Studies of the Florida State
14 Uni versity School of Social Wirk; providing for
15 certification and nonitoring of supervised
16 visitation prograns; creating s. 753.04, F.S.
17 providing duties of the d earinghouse on
18 Supervi sed Visitation; providing for mninum
19 program st andards; providing for appointnent of
20 an advi sory board; providing board nenbershi p;
21 providing for approval of programcertification
22 and funding; providing for certain training and
23 assi stance for supervised visitation prograns;
24 providing for rules; repealing ss. 753.001
25 753.002, and 753.004, F.S., relating to the
26 Florida Famly Visitation Network and
27 supervi sed visitation projects; providing a
28 directive to statute editors; providing
29 appropriations; providing an effective date.
30
31| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
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Section 1. Subsection (5) of section 414.0252, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

414.0252 Definitions.--As used in ss. 414.015-414. 45,
the term

(5) "Fanmily" neans the assistance group or the
i ndi vi dual s whose needs, resources, and incone are consi dered
when determining eligibility for tenporary assi stance. The
fam ly for purposes of tenporary assistance includes the ninor
child, custodial parent, or caretaker relative who resides in
the sane house or living unit. The fanmly may al so incl ude
i ndi vi dual s whose incone and resources are considered in whole
or in part in determining eligibility for tenporary assi stance
but whose needs, due to federal or state restrictions, are not
consi dered. These individuals include, but are not limted to,
i neligible noncitizens or sanctioned individuals. The fanily,
for purposes of services that neet the Tenporary Assi stance

for Needy Fanilies goal of encouraging the formation and

nmai nt enance of two-parent famlies, includes the noncustodi al

parent who does not reside in the sane house or living unit,

but who mai ntains contact with his or her child.
Section 2. Section 753.01, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

753.01 Supervised visitation prograns; |egislative

findings and intent.--

(1) The Legislature finds that a | arge nunber of

chil dren experience the separation or divorce of their parents

and that sonme of those children have been determ ned by the

court to be at risk or are allegedly at risk for physical

enotional, or sexual abuse, parental abduction, donestic

vi ol ence, or parental inpairnent due to substance abuse or

nmental ill ness.
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(2) The Legislature further finds that there are

chil dren who have been adj udi cated dependent by the court and

ordered into out-of-hone placenents as a result of those sane

risks.
(3) The Legislature recognizes that Florida is

Wi tnessing the rapid devel opnent of supervised visitation

centers across the state. These prograns offer an opportunity

for nonresidential parents to nmintain contact with their

children in a safe environnent. Supervised visitation centers

provide a critically needed service in facilitating safe

contact between perpetrators of donestic violence and their

children. These centers provide the judiciary with an

i nportant tool to safeguard agai nst abuse or exposure to other

behavi ors that may be unduly stressful or traumatic to a
chil d.
(4) Recognizing that in sone circunstances it is

necessary to provide a safe and structured setting for child

visitation and exchange, the Legislature intends through this

chapter, subject to specific appropriations, to assist in the

devel opnent of supervised visitation prograns and to provide a

neans by which uni form standards for the adm nistration and

certification of such prograns can be devel oped.

Section 3. Section 753.02, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

753.02 Definitions.--As used in this chapter

(1) "Child" nmeans an unmarried person under the age of

18 who has not been enmmnci pated by order of the court and

whose contact with a noncustodi al parent requires supervision

pursuant to a court or der.
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(2) "dearinghouse" neans the C eari nghouse on

Supervised Visitation within the Institute for Fanily Viol ence
Studies of the Florida State University School of Social Wrk.
(3) "dient" neans the residential parent,

nonresidential parent, or child receiving supervised contact

services pursuant to a court referral to a supervised

visitation program

(4) "Supervised exchange" neans the supervision of the

novenent of the child fromthe residential parent to the

nonresidential parent at the start of the supervised

visitation, and fromthe nonresidential parent back to the

residential parent at the end of the supervised visitation

(5) "Supervised visitation" neans the contact between

a nonresidential parent and child which occurs in the presence

of an i ndependent third party.

(6) "Supervised Visitation Network" neans the

i nternational association of agencies and individuals created

to share information, to establish and i nprove on supervi sed

visitation as an integral part of services for fanmlies, to

provide a forumfor the exchange of information and supervised

visitation services, to devel op standards of practice of

supervi sed visitation, to educate professionals and the public

about the val ue of supervised visitation, and to pronote

publ i ¢ awar eness about the need for supervised visitation

(7) "Supervised visitation progranf neans a program

created to provide facilities, resources, and administrative

services in the course of offering a safe and structured

setting for supervised visitation and exchange. Only for the

pur poses of obtaining crinmnal history infornmati on on

potential enployees and vol unteers, a supervised visitation
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programis a qualified entity, providing care, as defined in
s. 943. 0542.

Section 4. Section 753.03, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

753.03 O fice for Certification and Mnitoring of
Supervi sed Visitation Prograns.--There is established the

Ofice for Certification and Monitoring of Supervised

Visitation Prograns under the C earinghouse on Supervi sed

Visitation within the Institute for Fanmly Viol ence Studi es of
the Florida State University School of Social Wrk. The
cl eari nghouse may certify and nonitor all supervised

visitation prograns that receive court referrals. The purpose

of the certification of prograns is to uniforny and

systematically standardi ze supervi sed visitation prograns to

ensure the safety of the children, parents, and ot hers who use

the prograns, as well as the safety of the staff and

surroundi ng conmunity.
Section 5. Section 753.04, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

753.04 Duties of the O earinghouse on Supervised

Visitation.--The C eari nghouse on Supervised Visitati on shal

promul gate mi ni num standards to govern the purpose, policies,

standards of practice, programcontent, security neasures,

gualifications of providers, training and credential s of

staff, and procedures governing all aspects of supervised

visitation program standards. In pronul gating the m ni mum

standards, the cl earinghouse shall collaborate with the

executive board of the Florida Chapter of the Supervised

Visitati on Network and the advisory board created in this

section. The clearinghouse shall:
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(1) Create an advisory board to assist in pronul gating

m ni nrum st andards. The nenbers of the advisory board shal

i ncl ude:
(a) Two nenbers of the executive board of the Florida

Chapter of the Supervised Visitati on Network, appointed by the

president of the Florida Chapter of the Supervised Visitation
Net wor K.
(b) A representative fromthe Ofice of the State

Courts Administrator, appointed by the State Courts

Adm ni strat or.

(c) A representative fromthe Departnent of Children

and Fanily Services, appointed by the Secretary of Children

and Fanm |y Services.

(d) A representative fromthe Florida Coalition

Agai nst Donestic Viol ence, appointed by the executive director

of the Florida Coalition Against Donestic Viol ence.

(e) A representative froma Florida | aw enforcenent

agency, appointed by the executive director of the Florida

Sheriffs Associ ati on

(f) A fanmly |aw judge, appointed by the Chief Justice

of the Florida Suprene Court.

(g0 Up to two representatives of supervised visitation

prograns, appointed by the director of the clearinghouse.

(h) A representative fromthe Juni or League, sel ected

from anong those chapters of the Junior League that contribute

funding to supervised visitation prograns. The nane of the

representative nust be provided to the clearinghouse within 30

days after the effective date of this act.

(2) Develop by rule criteria for the approval or

rejection of certification or funding of supervised visitation

progr ans.
6

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIRPLO O ®~NOO®UuDWNPRER O

Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2000 HB 1871
606- 134C- 00

(3) Develop by rule mninum standards for the

admi nistration and i npl enentation of supervised visitation

prograns to ensure the safety of fanilies and staff in the

pr ogr ans.
(4) Receive, and approve or reject, applications for

certification of supervised visitation prograns and receive,

and approve or reject, applications for funding of supervised

visitation prograns. Wen approving funding for a newy

certified supervised visitation program every effort shall be

made to avoid duplication of services and to minimze any

adverse econom ¢ i npact on existing certified prograns or

services provided in the sane judicial circuit.

(5) Monitor each certified supervised visitation

program annually to ensure conpliance with the m ni mum

st andar ds.
(6) Create a formula for the distribution of funds

avail able for supervised visitation prograns, with the advice

of the advisory board. In developing the fornula, the

followi ng shall be considered: popul ation, express support of

the local judiciary, a rural and geographical area factor, the

i nci dence of donestic violence, and the nunber of petitions

for dissolution of marriage, injunctions for protection

agai nst donestic violence, and petitions for dependency filed

inthe judicial circuit.

(7) Continue to devel op conpetency-based training

mat erials on supervised visitation, continue to produce and

di ssem nate a newsletter on supervised visitation issues,

continue to conpile data on programutilization, and conti nue

to provide technical and | egal assistance and research to

supervi sed visitation prograns.

(8) Adopt rules to inplenent this section
7
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1 Section 6. Sections 753.001, 753.002, and 753. 004,

2| Florida Statutes, are repeal ed

3 Section 7. The Division of Statutory Revision of the
41 Ofice of Legislative Services is directed to retitle chapter
5] 753, Florida Statutes, "Supervised Famly Visitation."

6 Section 8. There is hereby appropriated to the

7 | d earinghouse on Supervised Visitation within the Institute
8| for Family Violence Studies of the Florida State University
9| School of Social Wrk $180, 461 fromthe General Revenue Fund
10| for the purpose of inplenenting sections 4 and 5 of this act,
11| relating to certification and nonitoring of supervised

12 | visitation prograns.

13 Section 9. There is hereby appropriated to the

14 | d earinghouse on Supervised Visitation within the Institute
15| for Fanily Violence Studies of the Florida State University
16 | School of Social Wrk, in a lunmp sum $3, 340,000 fromthe

17 | Federal Grants Trust Fund, to inplenent supervised visitation
18 | program devel opnent. The source of funding shall be the

19 | Tenporary Assistance to Needy Fanmilies bl ock grant. Any
20 | expenditures fromthe Tenporary Assistance for Needy Famlies
21| bl ock grant shall be expended in accordance with the
22 | requirenents and linmitations of part A of Title IV of the
23| Social Security Act, as anended, or any ot her applicable
24 | federal requirenent or linmtation
25 Section 10. This act shall take effect October 1,
26 | 2000.
27
28
29
30
31
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3
Modi fies the definition of "fam|y" under the WAGES

4 Programto include a noncustodial parent, for purposes of
encpuraglng formati on and nmi nt enance of two- parent

5 famlieS. Provides legislative findings and intent with
respect to supervised fam |y visitation Prograns.

6 Provi des definitions. Establishes the Ofice for
Certification and anltorln% of Supervised Visitation

7 Prograns under the C earinghouse onh Supervised Visitation
wthin the Institute for Famly Violence Studies of the

8 Florida State University School of Social Wrk. Specifies
duties of the office and the cl earinghouse relatln? to.

9 m ni nrum st andards, certification, nohitoring, and Tunding
of supervised visitation prograns, and provides for

10 programtrai ning and assi Stance. birects the o
cl earinghouse t0 create an advi sory board and specifies

11 board nenbershi p., Repeals present Statutes relating to
the Florida Fam | I sitation Network and supervi sed

12 visitation projects. Provides appropriations.
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