Florida Senate - 2000 CS for CS for SB 1888

By the Cormittees on Fiscal Policy, Education and Senat or

Kirkpatrick

309-2221-00
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to student financial aid;
3 anending s. 231.621, F.S.; deleting the
4 requi rement that repaynent of a Critical
5 Teacher Shortage Student Loan be made directly
6 to the hol der of the |oan; anending s.
7 240. 40201, F.S.; revising general student
8 eligibility requirenents for the Florida Bright
9 Futures Schol arshi p; anmendi ng s. 240. 40202
10 F.S.; revising student eligibility provisions
11 for initial award of a Florida Bright Futures
12 Schol arshi p; anending s. 240.40203, F.S.
13 providing for renewal, reinstatenent, and
14 restoration of an award; anending s. 240. 40204,
15 F.S.; revising accreditation requirenents for
16 post secondary education institution
17 participation in the Florida Bright Futures
18 Schol arshi p Program anending s. 240. 40205
19 F.S., relating to the Florida Academ ¢ Schol ars
20 award; requiring the Departnent of Education to
21 define matricul ation and fees for purposes of
22 the award; clarifying provisions relating to
23 renewal and reinstatenent of an award; revising
24 t he anount awarded to the Florida Acadenic
25 Scholar with the highest academ ¢ ranking;
26 anendi ng s. 240.40206, F.S., relating to the
27 Florida Merit Scholars award; authorizing the
28 partici pation of students who have been
29 recogni zed by the nerit or achi evenent prograns
30 of the National Merit Schol arship Corporation
31 as a scholar or finalist, but have not
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1 conpl eted a program of comunity servi ce;

2 requiring the Departnent of Education to define
3 matricul ation and fees for purposes of the

4 award; clarifying provisions relating to

5 renewal and reinstatenent of an award;

6 providing a cross-reference; anending s.

7 240. 40207, F.S., relating to the Florida Gold

8 Seal Vocational Schol ars award; revising

9 student eligibility requirenents; requiring the
10 Departnent of Education to define matriculation
11 and fees for purposes of the award; clarifying
12 provisions relating to renewal and restoration
13 of an award; limting the use of a Florida Gold
14 Seal Vocational Scholars award at an

15 institution that grants baccal aureate degrees;
16 revising provisions relating to transfer to the
17 Florida Merit Scholars award program providing
18 for determ nation of the credit hour

19 limtation; anmending s. 240.40209, F.S.

20 relating to the calculation of awards of Bright
21 Futures Schol arship recipients attendi ng

22 nonpublic institutions; requiring the

23 Departnent of Education to define matriculation
24 and fees for purposes of the award; anending s.
25 240. 404, F.S., relating to general requirenents
26 for student eligibility for state financi al

27 aid; revising accreditation requirenents for

28 post secondary education institution

29 participation; requiring that to renmain

30 eligible, a student not have a break in

31 enrol |l mrent greater than 12 nonths; anending s.
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1 240. 4064, F.S., relating to the critica

2 teacher shortage tuition rei nbursenent program
3 increasing the rate of tuition reinbursenent;

4 anending s. 240.412, F.S., relating to the Jose
5 Marti Schol arship Chall enge Grant Program

6 revising accreditation requirenents for

7 post secondary education institution

8 participation; deleting the requirenent that an
9 appl i cant who applies as a graduate student

10 have earned a 3.0 cunul ative grade point

11 average for undergraduate coll ege-1evel

12 courses; deleting a linmtation on the nunber of
13 senmesters or quarters a graduate student may
14 receive the award; anending s. 240.413, F.S.

15 relating to the Sem nole and M ccosukee | ndi an
16 Schol arshi ps; revising accreditation

17 requi rements for postsecondary education

18 institution participation; anmending s. 240. 437,
19 F.S., relating to student financial aid
20 pl anni ng and devel opnent; del eting obsol ete
21 provisions; clarifying provisions relating to
22 the repeal of unfunded financial assistance
23 prograns; repealing s. 240.465(5), F.S., which
24 prohibits an individual borrower who is in
25 default in making student financial assistance
26 repaynments from being furnished with his or her
27 academ c transcripts or other student records
28 until such tinme as the loan is paid in full or
29 the default status has been renoved; anendi ng
30 s. 240.472, F.S.; revising the definition of
31 the term"institution" to reflect revised
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1 accreditation requirenents; anmending s. 295.01
2 F.S., relating to the education of children of
3 deceased or disabled veterans; clarifying

4 student eligibility requirenents; anending s.

5 295.02, F.S., relating to use of funds for the
6 education of children of deceased or disabl ed

7 veterans; requiring the Departnent of Education
8 to define tuition and registration fees for

9 pur poses of award of funds; clarifying student
10 eligibility requirenents; providing for the

11 award of funds for attendance at an eligible

12 nonpubl i ¢ postsecondary institution

13 aut hori zing rules of the State Board of

14 Education; repealing s. 228.502, F.S., relating
15 to the Education Success |Incentive Program s.
16 240. 40242, F.S., relating to use of certain

17 schol arship funds by children of deceased or

18 di sabl ed veterans, and s. 240.6055, F.S.

19 relating to access grants for community coll ege
20 graduates; anending s. 246.041, F.S., relating
21 to the powers and duties of the State Board of
22 I ndependent Col | eges and Universities; removing
23 an obsol ete cross-reference; anending s.
24 240.409, F.S.; deleting the requirenent that a
25 student attend full-tine to be eligible for a
26 state student assistance grant; requiring the
27 student to enroll in at | east 6 senester hours,
28 or the equivalent, per senester; limting grant
29 awards to students with |owest total famly
30 resources; creating s. 240.40995, F.S.
31 providing priority for awardi ng student
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1 assi stance grants; anending s. 240.4095, F.S.

2 deleting the requirenent that a student attend
3 full-tine to be eligible for a Florida private
4 student assistance grant; requiring a student

5 to enroll in at |east 6 senester hours, or the
6 equi val ent, per senester; limting eligibility
7 for postsecondary student assistance grants to
8 students with the | owest total resources;

9 anendi ng s. 240.4097, F.S.; deleting the

10 requi rement that a student attend full-tine to
11 be eligible for a Florida postsecondary student
12 assi stance grant; requiring a student to enrol
13 in at | east 6 senester hours, or the

14 equi val ent, per senester; limting the

15 eligibility for postsecondary student

16 assi stance grants to students with the | owest
17 total famly resources; anending s. 240. 404,

18 F.S.; revising the nmaxi nrum anount of tine an

19 under graduat e student can receive financi al
20 aid; directing the Division of Statutory
21 Revision to prepare a reviser's bill; providing
22 an effective date.
23
24| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
25
26 Section 1. Paragraph (c) of subsection (2) of section
27 | 231.621, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:
28 231.621 Critical Teacher Shortage Student Loan
29 | Forgi veness Program - -
30
31
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(2) Fromthe funds avail able, the Departnent of
Education is authorized to nake | oan principal repaynents as
foll ows:

(c) Al repaynents shall be contingent on continued
proof of enploynent in the designated subject areas in this
st at e and—sha-H—be—rade—directty—to—thehotder—of—thetoan.
The state shall not bear responsibility for the collection of
any interest charges or other renmmining balance. |n the event
that designated critical teacher shortage subject areas are
changed by the State Board of Education, a teacher shal
continue to be eligible for |oan forgiveness as |long as he or
she continues to teach in the subject area for which the
original |oan repaynent was nade and ot herw se neets al
conditions of eligibility.

Section 2. Subsection (1) of section 240.40201
Fl orida Statutes, is anended to read:

240. 40201 Florida Bright Futures Schol arship
Program - -

(1) The Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Programis
created to establish a lottery-funded schol arship programto
reward any Florida high school graduate who nerits recognition
of hi gh academ ¢ achi evenent and who enrolls in a degree
program certificate program or applied technol ogy di pl oma

programat an eligible Florida public or private postsecondary
education institution within 7 3 years of graduation from high
school . Regardl ess of the year in which the student first

receives scholarship funding, all eligibility will end 7 years

after high school graduation. However, an eligible student who

enlists in the United States Arned Forces within 6 nonths of

hi gh school graduation nmaintains eligibility for 4 years

6
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1| following his or her discharge fromnilitary service, provided
2| that all other eligibility criteria apply.

3 Section 3. Paragraphs (b), (e), and (f) of subsection
4] (1) and subsection (2) of section 240.40202, Florida Statutes,
5| are anended to read:

6 240. 40202 Florida Bright Futures Schol arship Program
7| student eligibility requirenents for initial awards.--

8 (1) To be eligible for an initial award from any of

9| the three types of schol arshi ps under the Florida Bright

10 | Futures Schol arship Program a student nust:

11 (b) Earn a standard Florida high school diploma or its
12 | equi val ent as described in s. 232.246 or s. 229.814 unl ess:

13 1. The student is enrolled full tine in the early

14 | adni ssion program of an eligible postsecondary education

15 ] institution or conpletes a hone educati on program according to
16 | s. 232.0201; or

17 2. The student earns a high school diploma froma

18 | non-Florida school while living with a parent or guardi an who
19 is on nilitary or public service assignnent away from Fl ori da.
20 "Public service assignnent," as used in this subparagraph

21 | neans the occupational assignhnent outside of Florida of a

22 | person who is a permanent resident of Florida and who is

23 | enpl oyed by the United States Governnent or the State of

24 | Florida, a condition of which enploynent is assignnent outside
25| of Florida.

26 (e) Not have been found guilty of, or pled ptead nolo
27 | contendere or guilty to, a felony charge, unless the student
28 | has been granted cl enency by the Governor and Cabinet sitting
29 | as the Executive Ofice of Cenency.

30 (f) Apply for a scholarship fromthe program by

31| Decenber 31 after Aptrit+—t—of—thetast—senester—before high

7
CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN P

W W NNNNMNNNMNNNRRRRRRRPR B R
P O © 0 ~N O UO0BM WNIEREPRO O ®NOO O M WN PR O

gégr ga Senate - 2000 CS for CS for SB 1888

i
2221-00

school graduation. There is no application deadline for a

student graduating froma non-Florida school, pursuant to

subpar agraph (1) (b) 2.
(2) I . L eib i tiad I

Va aWat—~G O Y €a O OW O O VAV, OTatuad O A

nt who—appties—for—an—award—by—Apr+—+—-and who neets al
oether eligibility requirenents, but who does not accept his or

st ude

her award during the first year of eligibility after high

school graduation, may apply for reinstatement of the award

for use within 7 reappty—turing—subseguent—appH—cation—periods
tup—to—3 years after high school graduation. Reinstatenent

applications nmust be received by the deadline established by

t he Departnment of Educati on.

Section 4. Section 240.40203, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

240. 40203 Florida Bright Futures Schol arship Program
student eligibility requirenents for renewal, reinstatenent,

and restoration awards. - -

(1) To be eligible to receive renew a scholarship from
any of the three types of schol arshi ps under the Florida
Bri ght Futures Schol arship Program after the first year of

eligibility, a student nust neet the follow ng requirenents

for either renewal, reinstatenent, or restoration

(a) Renewal applies to students who receive an award

for at |east one termduring the acadenmic year. For renewal, a

student nust conplete at |least 12 senester credit hours or the

equivalent in the last acadenic year in which the student
earned a schol ar shi p-
tb)y and mai ntain the cunul ati ve grade point average
requi red by the scholarship program except that:
8
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1. If arecipient's grades fall beneath the average

required to renew a Fl orida Acadenic Schol arshi p, but are
sufficient to renew a Florida Merit Scholarship or a Florida
Vocational Gold Seal Schol arship, the Departnent of Education
may grant a renewal from one of those other scholarship
prograns, if the student neets the renewal eligibility
requi rements. —or

2. If, upon renewal eval uati on at—any—tire—durtng—the

eHgibiHty—period, a student's grades or hours, or both,are
not sufficient rasuffHeient to renew the schol arship, the

student may use grades or hours, or both, earned during the

follomnng summer to renew the scholarshlp %es%e%e—e%#g#b#%#%y

student—s—etH-gtblefor—sueh—aretrnstaterent—onty—onece. The

Legi sl ature encourages education institutions to assi st

students to cal culate whether or not it is possible to raise
the grade point average during the summer term |f the
institution deternmines that it is possible, the education
institution may so informthe departnent, which may reserve
the student's award if funds are avail able. The renewal ,
however, nust not be granted until the student achi eves the
required cunul ative grade point average and earns the required

nunber of hours. If, during the summer term a student does

not earn +s—net sufficient hours or to raise the grade point
average to the required renewal |evel, the student will not be
eligible for an award studert—s—next—opportuni-ty—for—renewal
rs—the—ftaH——serester—of the foll owi ng acadenic year.

(b) Reinstatenent applies to students who were

eligible but did not receive an award during the previous

academ c year or years, and who may apply to reestablish use

of the scholarship. For reinstatenent, a student nust have
9
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been eligible at the tine of the student's nbst recent Bright

Futures eligibility deternmination. The student nust apply for

reinstatenent by submitting a reinstatenent application by the

deadl i ne established by the Departnent of Education

(c) Restoration applies to students who | ost

scholarship eligibility due to a | ow renewal grade point

average, but earned the required grade point average in a

subsequent acadenic year, and who may apply to recei ve awards

in the future. For restoration, a student who did not neet

renewal requirenents during a prior evaluation period nay

restore eligihility by neeting the required grade point

average during a subsequent renewal evaluation period. A

student is eligible to receive such restoration only once.

The student nust subnmit an application for restoration by the

deadl i ne established by the Departnent of Education

(2) A student who is enrolled in a programthat
ternmnates in an associ ate degree or a baccal aureate degree
may receive an award for a nmaxi num of 110 percent of the
nunber of credit hours required to conplete the program A
student who is enrolled in an undergraduate programthat

terninates in the award of a postbaccal aureate degree, or the

si mul t aneous award of baccal aureate and post baccal aureat e

degrees, may receive an award for a maxi mum of 132 senester

hours, or the equivalent, at the undergraduate rate. A student

who is enrolled in a programthat termnates in a technica
certificate may receive an award for a naxi num of 110 percent
of the credit hours or clock hours required to conplete the
programup to 90 credit hours. A student who transfers from
one of these programlevels to another becones eligible for
the higher of the two credit hour limts.

10
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1 Section 5. Subsection (2) of section 240.40204,

2| Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

3 240. 40204 Florida Bright Futures Schol arship Program
4] eligible postsecondary education institutions.--A student is
5| eligible for an award or the renewal of an award fromthe

6| Florida Bright Futures Schol arship Programif the student

7| neets the requirenents for the programas described in this
8| act and is enrolled in a postsecondary education institution
9| that neets the description in any one of the foll ow ng

10 | subsecti ons:

11 (2) An independent Florida college or university that
12 it ed v A rerher o o Comrssian_on_Reeaamition
13 | Pestsecondary—Acereditation—and—which has operated in the

14 | state for at least 3 years and is accredited by an accrediting
15 | agency recogni zed by the United States Departnment of

16 | Educati on.

17 Section 6. Subsections (2), (3), and (4) of section
18 | 240. 40205, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

19 240. 40205 Florida Acadenic Schol ars award. - -

20 (2) A Florida Acadenmic Scholar who is enrolled in a
21 | public postsecondary education institutionis eligible for an
22 | award equal to the anpunt required to pay matricul ati on and;-
23 | fees, as defined by the Departnent of Educati on, and$300 per
24 | senester or the equival ent$666 for col | ege-rel ated expenses
25 | anndatty. A student who is enrolled in a nonpublic

26 | postsecondary education institution is eligible for an award
27 | equal to the anobunt that would be required to pay for the

28 | average matricul ation and fees of a public postsecondary

29 | education institution at the conparable | evel, plus the anpunt
30 | provided for college-rel ated expenses annual—$600.

31
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(3) To be eligible for a renewal or restoration award

as a Florida Acadenmic Schol ar, a student nust neet the

requi renments of s. 240.40203 and t he maiAtain—the—eguvatent

of—a grade point average requirenent of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale, or

the equivalent,for all postsecondary education work

attenpted. A student may have;—with an opportunity for one
restorati on reinstaterent as provided in this act.
(4) In each school district, the Florida Academ c

Scholar with the highest academ c ranking shall receive an
addi ti onal award of $750 per senester or the equival ent $1,566

for college-rel ated expenses. This award nust be funded from
the Florida Bright Futures Schol arship Program

Section 7. Section 240.40206, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

240. 40206 Florida Merit Schol ars award. - -

(1) A student is eligible for a Florida Merit Scholars
award if the student neets the general eligibility
requirenents for the Florida Bright Futures Schol arship
Program and t he student:

(a) Has achieved a wei ghted grade point average of 3.0
as cal cul ated pursuant to s. 240.40202, or the equivalent, in
hi gh school courses that are adopted by the Board of Regents
and recommended by the State Board of Community Coll eges as
col | ege- preparatory acadeni ¢ courses; and

(b) Has attained at |east the score identified by
rul es of the Departnent of Education on the conbi ned verba
and quantitative parts of the Scholastic Aptitude Test, the
Schol astic Assessnent Test, or the recentered Schol astic
Assessnent Test of the Col |l ege Entrance Exam nation, or an
equi val ent score on the Anerican Coll ege Testing Program or

12
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1 (c) Has attended a hone education program according to
2| s. 232.0201 during grades 11 and 12 or has conpleted the

3| International Baccal aureate curriculumbut failed to earn the
4 | International Baccal aureate Di plonma, and has attained at |east
5] the score identified by rules of the Departnent of Education
6 | on the conbi ned verbal and quantitative parts of the

7 | Schol astic Aptitude Test, the Schol astic Assessnent Test, or
8 | the recentered Schol astic Assessnent Test of the College

9 | Entrance Exami nation, or an equivalent score on the Anerican
10 | Col | ege Testing Program or-—

11 (d) Has been recogni zed by the nerit or achi evenent

12 | prograns of the National Merit Schol arship Corporation as a
13 | scholar or finalist, but has not conpl eted a program of

14 | conmunity service as provided by s. 240.40205.

15 (2) A Florida Merit Scholar is eligible for an award
16 | equal to the anpbunt required to pay 75 percent of

17 | matriculation and fees, as defined by the departnent,if the
18 | student is enrolled in a public postsecondary education

19 | institution. A student who is enrolled in a nonpublic
20 | postsecondary education institution is eligible for an award
21| equal to the anpbunt that would be required to pay 75 percent
22 | of the matriculation and fees of a public postsecondary
23 | education institution at the conparable |evel.
24 (3) To be eligible for & renewal or restoration award
25| as a Florida Merit Scholar, a student nust neet the
26 | requirenments of s. 240.40203 and t he nraintarn—the—eguvatent
27 | of—a grade point average requirement of 2.75 on a 4.0 scale,
28 | or the equivalent,for all postsecondary education work
29 | attenpted. A student nmay have;—wth an opportunity for
30 | reinstaterrent one restoration e as provided in this act.
31
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Section 8. Section 240.40207, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

240. 40207 Florida Gold Seal Vocational Schol ars
award. --The Florida Gold Seal Vocational Scholars award is
created within the Florida Bright Futures Schol arshi p Program
to recogni ze and reward academ ¢ achi evenent and vocationa
preparation by high school students who wish to continue their
educat i on.

(1) A student is eligible for a Florida Gold Seal
Vocational Scholars award if the student neets the genera
eligibility requirenents for the Florida Bright Futures
Schol arshi p Program and the student:

(a) Successfully conpl et es the—secontdary—school
poetrtion—of—a—seguental—programof—studies—that—reqguires at

| east three secondary school vocational credits in one program

of study identified by the Departnent of Educati on taken—over

On-the-job training nmay not be substituted for any of the
three required vocational credits.

(b) Denonstrates readi ness for postsecondary education
by earning a passing score on the Florida College Entry Level
Pl acenent Test or its equivalent as identified by the
Depart nent of Educati on.

14
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(c) Earns a mninmum cunul ati ve wei ghted grade point
average of 3.0, as calcul ated pursuant to s. 240.40202, on al
subj ects required for a standard hi gh school diplong,
excl udi ng el ective courses.

(d) Earns a mini mum unwei ghted grade poi nt average of
3.5 on a 4.0 scale for secondary vocational courses conprising

t he vocati onal program

Education—

(2) A Florida Gold Seal Vocational Scholar is eligible
for an award equal to the amobunt required to pay 75 percent of
matricul ation and fees, as defined by the Departnent of

Education,if the student is enrolled in a public

post secondary education institution. A student who is enrolled

in a nonpublic postsecondary education institution is eligible

for an award equal to the ampbunt that would be required to pay

75 percent of the matriculation and mandatory fees of a public

post secondary education institution at the conparable |evel.
(3) To be eligible for a renewal or restoration award

as a Florida Gold Seal Vocational Scholar, a student nust neet
the requirenents of s. 240.40203 and t he maintatn—the

egui-vatent—oef—a grade point average requirenment of 2.75 on a
4.0 scale, or the equivalent,for all postsecondary education

work attenpted. A student may have;—wth an opportunity for
reinstaterent one restoration e as provided in this act.
(4) A student may earn a Florida Gold Seal Vocationa

Schol arship for 110 percent of the nunber of credit hours
required to conplete the program up to 90 credit hours or the
equi val ent . AFtrorida—GCotd—Seal—Sechotar—who—has—a—ecurtative
I . (o . " I I .
15
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(5) Beginning with the fall termof 2002, a Florida

Gol d Seal Vocational Scholars award may not be used at an

institution that grants baccal aureate degrees unless the award

is arenewal of an initial award issued prior to the fall term

of 2002, or as otherwise provided for in this section

(6) Upon successful conpletion of an an associ ate

degree program an award reci pi ent who neets the renewal

criteria in subsection (3) and enrolls in a baccal aureate

degree program at an eligi bl e postsecondary education

institutionis eligible to transfer to the Florida Merit

Schol ars award conponent of the Bright Futures Schol arship

Program |f the student receives an associ ate degree prior to

the end of an academ c year and enrolls in the baccal aureate

degree programduring a subsequent termof the sane academ c

year, the student may continue to receive the Gold Sea

Scholars award for the duration of that acadenic year. |f

necessary, the departnent may provide an exception to the

90-senester-hour linmt, or the equivalent, through the end of

that acadenic year. Oher than initial eligibility criteria,

all other requirenents of the Florida Merit Scholars award

apply to a student who transfers to that programunder this

section. The credit-hour linmtation nust be cal cul ated by

subtracting fromthe student's total eligibility the nunber of

credit hours for which the student has already received

fundi ng under the Bright Futures Schol arshi p Program
16
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1 (7) |If a Florida Gold Seal Scholar received an initial
2| Gold Seal Scholars award prior to the fall termof 2002 and

3| has a cumul ative grade point average of 2.75 in al

4 | postsecondary education work attenpted, the Departnent of

5| Education may transfer the student to the Florida Mrit

6 | Schol ars award conponent of the Bright Futures Schol arship

7 | Program during any renewal period. Al other provisions of

8 | that programapply, and the credit-hour linmitation nust be

9| calculated by subtracting fromthe student's total eligibility
10 | the nunber of credit hours for which the student has al ready
11 | received fundi ng under the Bright Futures Schol arshi p Program
12 Section 9. Section 240.40209, Florida Statutes, is

13 | anended to read:

14 240. 40209 Bright Futures Schol arship recipients

15| attendi ng nonpublic institutions; calculation of

16 | awards. --Notwi t hstandi ng ss. 240. 40201, 240.40205, 240. 40206,
17 | and 240. 40207, a student who receives any award under the

18 | Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program who is enrolled in
19 | a nonpublic postsecondary education institution, and who is

20 | assessed tuition and fees that are the sane as those of a

21| full-time student at that institution, shall receive a fixed
22 | award cal cul ated by using the average matricul ati on and fee

23 | calculation, as defined by the Departnent of Education, for

24 | full-tinme attendance at a public postsecondary educationa

25 | edueation institution at the conparable level. If the student
26 | is enrolled part-tine and is assessed tuition and fees at a

27 | reduced |l evel, the award shall be either one-half of the

28 | maxi mum award or three-fourths of the maxi mum award, dependi ng
29 | on the level of fees assessed.

30 Section 10. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section
31| 240.404, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

17
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240. 404 Ceneral requirenents for student eligibility
for state financial aid.--

(1)(a) The general requirenents for eligibility of
students for state financial aid awards consist of the
fol | owi ng:

1. Achievenent of the academnic requirenents of and
acceptance at a state university or community college; a
nursi ng di pl oma school approved by the Florida Board of
Nursing; a Florida college, university, or community coll ege
which is accredited by an accrediting agency recogni zed by the
United States Departnent of Educati on a—ferber—of—the

. L F I r or: any

Florida institution the credits of which are acceptable for

transfer to state universities; any area technical center; or
any private vocational -technical institution accredited by an
accrediting agency recogni zed by the United States Departnent

of Educati on a—+erber—of—the—Comri-sston—omn—Recogrition—of
Poestsecondary—Aceredi-tation.

2.a. Residency in this state for no less than 1 year

preceding the award of aid for a program established pursuant
to s. 240.409, s. 240.4095, s. 240.4097, s. 240.412, s.
240. 4125, s. 240.413, s. 240.4987, s. 240.605, or s. 240.606.
Residency in this state nust be for purposes other than to
obtai n an education. Resident status for purposes of receiving
state financial aid awards shall be determined in the sane
manner as resident status for tuition purposes pursuant to s.
240.1201 and rules of the State Board of Education

b. A person who has been properly classified as a

resident by a postsecondary institution for initial receipt of

stat e-funded student financial assistance and has been

determined eligible to participate in a financial assistance
18
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programnay continue to qualify as a resident for state-funded

financial aid prograns if he or she maintains continuous

enroll ment at the postsecondary institution, with no break in

enrol |l ment greater than 12 consecutive nonths.

3. Submission of certification attesting to the
accuracy, conpleteness, and correctness of information
provided to denpnstrate a student's eligibility to receive
state financial aid awards. Fal sification of such information
shall result in the denial of any pending application and
revocation of any award currently held to the extent that no
further paynents shall be nmade. Additionally, students who
knowi ngly nake fal se statenents in order to receive state
financial aid awards shall be guilty of a m sdeneanor of the
second degree subject to the provisions of s. 837.06 and shal
be required to return all state financial aid awards
wrongful | y obt ai ned.

Section 11. Subsection (3) of section 240. 4064,

Fl orida Statutes, is anended to read:

240. 4064 Critical teacher shortage tuition
rei mbursenent program - -

(3) Participants may receive tuition reinbursenent
payrments for up to 9 senester hours, or the equivalent in
quarter hours, per year, at a rate not to exceed$115$78 per
senester hour, up to a total of 36 senmester hours. Al
tuition reinbursenents shall be contingent on passing an
approved course with a mninmumgrade of 3.0 or its equivalent.

Section 12. Paragraph (a) of subsection (5) and
subsection (6) of section 240.412, Florida Statutes, are
amended to read:

240. 412 Jose Marti Schol arshi p Chal |l enge G ant
Program - -

19
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(5)(a) In order to be eligible to receive a
schol arship pursuant to this section, an applicant shall

1. Be a Hispanic-Anrerican, or a person of Spanish
culture with origins in Mexico, South Anerica, Centra
Anerica, or the Caribbean, regardl ess of race.

2. Be acitizen of the United States and neet the
general requirements for student eligibility as provided in s.
240. 404, except as otherwise provided in this section

3. Be accepted at a state university or comrunity
coll ege or any Florida college or university accredited by an
accrediting agency recogni zed by the United States Departnent

of Educati on a—+enrber—of—the—Comri-sston—on—Recogrition—of
Poestsecondary—Acereditation the credits of which are

acceptable without qualification for transfer to state

uni versities.

4. Enroll as a full-time undergraduate or—gratuate
st udent .

5. Earn a 3.0 unwei ghted grade point average on a 4.0
scal e, or the equivalent for high school subjects creditable

toward a di pl oma. H—an—appH-ecant—apptes—as—agratduate
students—he—or—she—shaH—have—earnet—a 3 0—<curutative—grade
point—average—for—undergraduate—coHege—tevel—courses—

(6) The annual scholarship to each recipient shall be
$2,000. Priority in the distribution of schol arships shall be
given to students with the lowest total famly resources
Renewal schol arshi ps shall take precedence over new awards in
any year in which funds are not sufficient to neet the total
need. No undergraduate student shall receive an award for
nore than the equivalent of 8 senesters or 12 quarters over a
period of no nore than 6 consecutive years, except as

ot herwi se provided in s. 240.404(3). No—gradvate—student—shat
20
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1 | reecetrve—an—award—for—rore—than—the—eguivatent—of—4——senesters
2 | er—6—¢quarters—

3 Section 13. Subsection (2) of section 240.413, Florida
4| Statutes, is anended to read:

5 240. 413 Seminole and M ccosukee I ndi an Schol arshi ps. --
6 (2) Schol arshi ps shall be awarded by the departnent to
7 | students who:

8 (a) Have graduated from high school, have earned an

9 | equi val ency di pl ona issued by the Departnent of Education

10 | pursuant to s. 229.814, have earned an equival ency di pl oma

11| issued by the United States Arned Forces Institute, or have
12 | been accepted through an early admi ssion program

13 (b) Are enrolled at a state university or community
14 | coll ege authorized by Florida law, a nursing diplonma schoo

15 | approved by the Board of Nursing; any Florida college,

16 | university, or comunity college which is accredited by an

17 | accrediting agency recogni zed by the United States Departnent
18 | of Educati on a—rerber—of—the—Conmi-sston—on—Recogni-tion—of

19 | Pestsecondary—Accreditation; or any Florida institution the
20| credits of which are acceptable for transfer to state
21 | uni versities;
22 (c) Are enrolled as either full-tine or part-tine
23 | under graduate or graduate students and nake satisfactory
24 | acadenmi c progress as defined by the college or university;
25 (d) Have been recommended by the Seninole Tribe of
26| Florida or the M ccosukee Tribe of Indians of Florida; and
27 (e) Meet the general requirenents for student
28 | eligibility as provided in s. 240.404, except as otherw se
29 | provided in this section
30 Section 14. Subsection (6) of section 240.437, Florida
31| Statutes, is anended to read:

21
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1 240. 437 Student financial aid planning and

2 | devel opnent. - -

3 (6) Any EfHfeetiveJuly—1—1992—aH—newand—exi-sting
4 | financial assistance prograns authorized by state law that are
5] adm ni stered by the Bureau of Student Financial Assistance of
6 | the Departnent of Education, and that under—this—part—which

7| are not funded for 3 consecutive years after enactnent shal

8 | stand repealed. Financial aid progranms provided under this

9| part on July 1, 1992, which | ose funding for 3 consecutive

10 | years shall stand repeal ed. The Bureau ©&+ee of Student

11 | Financi al Assistance of the Departnent of Education shal

12 | annual ly review the | egislative appropriation of financial aid
13| to identify such prograns.

14 Section 15. Subsection (5) of section 240.465, Florida
15| Statutes, is repeal ed

16 Section 16. Subsection (13) of section 240.472

17 | Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

18 240.472 Definitions.--As used in this act:

19 (13) "lInstitution" neans any coll ege or university

20 | which, by virtue of law or charter, is accredited by an

21 | accrediting agency recogni zed by the United States Departnment
22 | of Educati on and—hotds—rerbership—inthe—Comm-sstonrn——on

23 | Recogni-tion—of—Postsecondary—Aceredi-tation; which grants

24 | baccal aureate or associ ate degrees; which is not a pervasively
25| sectarian institution; and which does not discrimnate in the
26 | admi ssion of students on the basis of race, color, religion

27 | sex, or creed.

28 Section 17. Subsection (1) of section 295.01, Florida
29| Statutes, is anended to read:

30 295.01 Children of deceased or disabl ed veterans;

31 | educati on. - -

22
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1 (1) It is hereby declared to be the policy of the

2| state to provide educational opportunity at state expense for
3 | dependent children either of whose parents was a resident of
4| the state at the tine such parent entered the Armed Forces,

5| had been a bona fide resident of the state for 5 years

6 | preceding the child' s application for benefits under this

7 | section, and who:

8 (a) Diedin that service or frominjuries sustained or
9 | disease contracted during a period of wartine service as

10 | defined in s. 1.01(14) or has died since or may hereafter die
11| from di seases or disability resulting fromsuch war service,
12 | or

13 (b) Participated during a period of wartine service
14 | as provided for in this chapter, and has been

15 1. Deternmined by the United States Departnent of

16 | Veterans Affairs or its predecessor to have a

17 | service-connected 100-percent total and permanent disability
18 | rating for conpensation

19 2. Deternmined to have a service-connected total and
20 | permanent disability rating of 100 percent and is in receipt
21| of disability retirenent pay fromany branch of the United

22 | States Arned Services, or

23 3. Issued a valid identification card by the

24 | Departnent of Veterans' Affairs in accordance with s. 295. 17+
25

26 | when—the—parents—ef—such—ehi-tdren—havebeenbonra—Ttide

27 | restdents—of—the—statefor—5yearshnext—precedingtherr

o8 L . : et £ I o I N I Fes
29 L ’ i . I .

30 Section 18. Section 295.02, Florida Statutes, is

31 | anended to read

23
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1 295.02 Use of funds; age, etc.--

2 (1) Al sums appropriated and expended under this

3| chapter shall be used to pay tuition and registration fees, as
4 | defined by the Departnent of Education;board;;-and roomrent

5] and to buy books and supplies for the children of:

6 (a) Deceased or disabled veterans or service nenbers,

7| as defined and limted in s. 295.01, s. 295.016, s. 295.017,

8| s. 295.018, or s. 295.0195. —or—e6f

9 (b) Parents classified as prisoners of war or missing

10| in action, as defined and limted in s. 295.015. -

11 (2) Such children nust be who—are between the ages of
12| 16 and 22 years, and who—are in attendance at:

13 (a) A state-supported institution of higher |earning,

14 | including a community college or vocational -techni cal school,
15| or

16 (b) Any postsecondary institution eligible to

17 | participate in the Florida Bright Futures Schol arshi p program
18

19| A student attending an eligible private postsecondary
20| institution nmay receive an award equi valent to the average
21 | matriculation and fees calculated for full-tinme attendance at
22 | a public postsecondary institution at the conparable |evel.
23| Any child having entered upon a course of training or
24 | education under the provisions of this chapter, consisting of
25| a course of not nore than 4 years, and arriving at the age of
26 | 22 years before the conpletion of such course may continue the
27 | course and receive all benefits of the provisions of this
28 | chapter until the course is conpleted. The Departnent of
29 | Education shall adm nister this educational program subject to
30| regul ations of the departnent. The State Board of Education is
31| authorized to adopt rules to inplenment this program

24
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1 Section 19. Sections 228.502, 240.40242, and 240. 6055,
2| Florida Statutes, are repeal ed

3 Section 20. Paragraph (r) of subsection (1) of section
4| 246.041, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

5 246. 041 Powers and duties of board.--

6 (1) The board shall:

7 (r) Provide information and docunentati on on an annua
8| basis to the Ofice of Student Financial Assistance of the

9 | Departnent of Education regarding the requirenents set forth
10| for nonpublic colleges in s. 240.605, relating to WIlliamL.
11| Boyd, IV, Florida resident access grants, s—240-60655-

12 | retating—to—access—grants—for—ecommun-ty—ecoHege—gratduates,and
13| s. 240.609, relating to Florida postsecondary endowrent

14 | grants.

15 Section 21. Paragraphs (a) and (c) of subsection (2)
16 | of section 240.409, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

17 240.409 Florida Public Student Assistance G ant

18 | Program eligibility for grants.--

19 (2)(a) State student assistance grants through the

20 | program may be made only to fuH—tire degree-seeki ng students
21| who enroll in at least 6 senester hours, or the equival ent,
22 | per senester and who neet the general requirenents for student
23| eligibility as provided in s. 240.404, except as otherw se

24 | provided in this section. Such grants shall be awarded

25| annually for the anount of denonstrated unnmet need for the

26 | cost of education and may not exceed an anount equal to the
27 | average prior acadenic year cost of matriculation fees and

28 | other registration fees for 30 credit hours at state

29 | universities or such other anobunt as specified in the Genera
30 | Appropriations Act, to any recipient. A denonstrated unnet

31 | need of less than $200 shall render the applicant ineligible

25
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for a state student assistance grant. Recipients of such
grants nust have been accepted at a state university or
community coll ege authorized by Florida law. No student may
receive an award for nore than the equival ent of 9 senesters
or 14 quarters of full-tinme enrollnment, except as otherw se
provided in s. 240.404(3).

(c) Prertty—inthe—distributoen—of G ant noneys shal
be given to students with the lowest total famly resources
in accordance with a nationally recogni zed system of need
anal ysis. Using the system of need anal ysis, the departnment
shal | establish a naxi num expected fanily contribution. An
institution may not nmake a grant fromthis programto a
student whose expected family contribution exceeds the |evel
established by the departnent. An institution may not inpose
additional criteria to determne a student's eligibility to
receive a grant award.

Section 22. Section 240.40995, Florida Statutes, is
created to read
240. 40995 Florida student assistance grant prograns;

priority for receiving grants. --

(1) The distribution of Florida public, private, and

post secondary student assistance grant noney to initial

applicants nust be according to the following priority:

(a) First priority for student assistance grant nopney

shal |l be given to students who:

1. Denonstrate financial need as determ ned by ss.
240. 404 and 240. 409;
2. Have graduated froma Florida public high school

3. Have conpleted the high school courses that are

adopted by the Board of Regents and recommended by the State

26
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Board of Community Coll eges as col |l ege-preparatory acadenic

cour ses;
4. Are enrolled full-tinme; and

5. Rank in the top 20 percent of their high schoo

graduating class, as deternm ned according to guidelines of the

Depart nent of Educati on.

(b) Second priority for student assistance grant nobney

shall be given to other full-tinme students who denobnstrate

need.
(c) Last priority for student assistance grant nobney

shall be given to part-tine students who denonstrate need.

(2) The Departnent of Education, in consultation with
the Florida Council of Student Financial A d Advisors, shal
establish an initial application deadline for students who

neet the requirenents in subsection (1). Institutions shal

first award funds admini stered pursuant to this section to

students who nmeet the initial application deadline. After such

deadline, the institutions nmay at their discretion anward any

remai ning funds fromthe Florida Student Assistance Grant or

from ot her need-based aid to students who are ot herw se

eligible under this section

Section 23. Paragraphs (a) and (c) of subsection (2)
of section 240.4095, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

240.4095 Florida Private Student Assistance G ant
Program eligibility for grants.--

(2)(a) Florida private student assistance grants from
the State Student Financial Assistance Trust Fund may be nade
only to fuH—ti+e degree-seeking students who enroll in at
| east 6 senester hours, or the equival ent, per senester and

who neet the general requirenents for student eligibility as
provided in s. 240.404, except as otherwi se provided in this
27
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1| section. Such grants shall be awarded for the anount of

2 | denpnstrated unnet need for tuition and fees and nmay not

3 | exceed an anpbunt equal to the average nmatricul ati on and ot her
4 | registration fees for 30 credit hours at state universities

5| plus $1,000 per acadenic year, or as specified in the Genera
6 | Appropriations Act, to any applicant. A denonstrated unnet

7 | need of less than $200 shall render the applicant ineligible
8| for a Florida private student assistance grant. Recipients of
9 | such grants nmust have been accepted at a

10 | baccal aur eat e-degr ee-granti ng i ndependent nonprofit college or
11 | university, which is accredited by the Conmi ssion on Coll eges
12 | of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools and which
13| is located in and chartered as a donestic corporation by the
14 | state. No student may receive an award for nore than the

15| equi val ent of 9 senesters or 14 quarters of full-tine

16 | enrol I nent, except as otherwi se provided in s. 240.404(3).

17 (c) Prertty—inthe—distributen—of G ant noneys shal
18 | be given to students with the lowest total famly resources,
19| in accordance with a nationally recogni zed system of need
20 | analysis. Using the system of need anal ysis, the departnent
21| shall establish a nmaxi mum expected fanily contribution. An
22 | institution may not nake a grant fromthis programto a
23 | student whose expected family contribution exceeds the |evel
24 | established by the departnent. An institution may not inpose
25| additional criteria to determne a student's eligibility to
26 | receive a grant award.
27 Section 24. Paragraphs (a) and (c) of subsection (2)
28 | of section 240.4097, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:
29 240. 4097 Florida Postsecondary Student Assistance
30| Grant Program eligibility for grants.--
31
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1 (2)(a) Florida postsecondary student assistance grants
2| through the State Student Financial Assistance Trust Fund may
3 | be made only to f#uH—t+we degree-seeki ng students who enrol
4]1in at |east 6 senester hours, or the equival ent, per senester
5] and who neet the general requirenents for student eligibility
6| as provided in s. 240.404, except as otherw se provided in

7] this section. Such grants shall be awarded for the anpunt of
8 | denpbnstrated unnet need for tuition and fees and nmay not

9 | exceed an anpbunt equal to the average prior acadenic year cost
10| of matriculation and other registration fees for 30 credit

11 | hours at state universities plus $1,000 per acadenic year, or
12 | as specified in the General Appropriations Act, to any

13 | applicant. A denonstrated unnmet need of |ess than $200 shal
14 | render the applicant ineligible for a Florida postsecondary
15 | student assistance grant. Recipients of such grants nust have
16 | been accepted at a postsecondary institution that is |ocated
17| in the state and that is:

18 1. A private nursing diploma school approved by the
19 | Florida Board of Nursing; or
20 2. Aninstitution either licensed by the State Board
21 | of Independent Colleges and Universities or exenpt from
22 | licensure pursuant to s. 246.085(1)(a), excluding those
23| institutions the students of which are eligible to receive a
24 | Florida private student assistance grant pursuant to s.
25 | 240. 4095.
26
27 | No student may receive an award for nore than the equival ent
28 | of 9 senesters or 14 quarters of full-tinme enroll nent, except
29 | as otherwi se provided in s. 240.404(3).
30 (c) Prertty—inathe—distributoen—of G ant noneys shal
31| be given to students with the lowest total fanily resources

29
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in accordance with a nationally recogni zed system of need
anal ysis. Using the system of need anal ysis, the departnment
shal | establish a naxi num expected fanily contribution. An
institution may not nmake a grant fromthis programto a
student whose expected family contribution exceeds the |evel
established by the departnent. An institution nmay not inpose
additional criteria to determne a student's eligibility to
receive a grant award.

Section 25. Subsection (3) of section 240.404, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

240. 404 Ceneral requirenents for student eligibility
for state financial aid.--

(3) Undergraduate students shall be eligible to
receive financial aid for a maxi mum of 110 percent of the

nunber of credit hours required to conplete the program up to
a maxi mum of 132 credit hours, or the equival ent 8—senesters

or—12—tuarters. However—uhdergratduate—students—partietpating
. " . e I -

Section 26. The Division of Statutory Revision of the

Ofice of Legislative Services is directed to prepare a

reviser's bill for introduction at the 2001 Regul ar Sessi on of

the Legislature to change "Florida Merit Schol arship" to

"Fl orida Medal lion Schol arship”" and to change "Florida Merit

Scholar" to "Florida Medallion Scholar," effective for the
2002- 2003 school year
Section 27. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.
30
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