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SENATE AMENDMVENT
Bill No. CS for SB 1910
Anmendnment No.

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

Senator Cowi n noved the foll owi ng anendnent:

Senate Amendment (with title amendment)
On page 16, between |ines 22 and 23,

i nsert:

Section 7. Section 39.3065, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

39. 3065 Sheriffs ef—Pasee—Nrnatee—andPirelHas
Counties to provide child protective investigative services;
procedures; funding.--

(1) As described in this section, the Departnent of
Children and Family Services shall, by the end of fiscal year
1999- 2000, transfer all responsibility for child protective
i nvestigations for Pinellas County, Mnatee County, and Pasco
County to the sheriff of that county in which the child abuse,
negl ect, or abandonnent is alleged to have occurred. Each
sheriff is responsible for the provision of all child
protective investigations in his or her county. Each
i ndi vi dual who provi des these services nust conplete the
training provided to and required of protective investigators
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enpl oyed by the Departnent of Children and Fanmily Services.
(2) During fiscal year 1998-1999, the Departnent of
Children and Family Services and each sheriff's office shal
enter into a contract for the provision of these services.
Funding for the services will be appropriated to the
Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services, and the departnment
shall transfer to the respective sheriffs for the duration of
fiscal year 1998-1999, funding for the investigative
responsibilities assuned by the sheriffs, including federa
funds that the provider is eligible for and agrees to earn and
that portion of general revenue funds which is currently
associated with the services that are being furnished under
contract, and including, but not limted to, funding for al
i nvestigative, supervisory, and clerical positions; training;
al | associ ated equi pnent; furnishings; and other fixed capita
items. The contract nust specify whether the departnent will
continue to performpart or none of the child protective
i nvestigations during the initial year. The sheriffs may
ei ther conduct the investigations thenselves or may, in turn
subcontract with | aw enforcenent officials or with properly
trai ned enpl oyees of private agencies to conduct
investigations related to neglect cases only. If such a
subcontract is awarded, the sheriff nust take ful
responsibility for any safety decision nade by the
subcontractor and nust inmmediately respond with | aw
enforcenent staff to any situation that requires renoval of a
child due to a condition that poses an immediate threat to the
child' s Iife. The contract nust specify whether the services
are to be perforned by departnental enpl oyees or by persons
determ ned by the sheriff. During this initial year, the
departnment is responsible for quality assurance, and the
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departnent retains the responsibility for the performance of
all child protective investigations. The departnent nust
identify any barriers to transferring the entire
responsibility for child protective services to the sheriffs
of fices and nmust pursue avenues for renoving any such barriers
by means including, but not limted to, applying for federa
wai vers. By January 15, 1999, the departnent shall subnmit to
the President of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of
Representatives, and the chairs of the Senate and House

comm ttees that oversee departnental activities a report that
descri bes any renmining barriers, including any that pertain
to funding and related admi nistrative issues. Unless the
Legi sl ature, on the basis of that report or other pertinent
information, acts to block a transfer of the entire
responsibility for child protective investigations to the
sheriffs' offices, the sheriffs of Pasco County, Manatee
County, and Pinellas County, beginning in fiscal year

1999- 2000, shall assune the entire responsibility for such
services, as provided in subsection (3).

(3)(a) Beginning in fiscal year 1999-2000, the
sheriffs of Pasco County, Manatee County, and Pinellas County
have the responsibility to provide all child protective
investigations in their respective counties. Beginning in
fiscal year 2000-2001, the Departnent of Children and Famly
Services shall enter into a grant agreenent with the sheriff

of Sem nole County to performchild protective investigations

in Semnole County, subject to a specific appropriation
(b) The sheriffs of Pasco County, Manatee County, and
Pinel l as County shall operate, at a nmininmum in accordance

with the perfornmance standards established by the Legislature
for protective investigations conducted by the Departnent of
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Children and Family Services.

(c) Funds for providing child protective
i nvestigations in Pasco County, Manatee County, and Pinellas
County nust be identified in the annual appropriation nmade to
the Departnent of Children and Fanmily Services, which shal
award grants for the full anmount identified to the respective
sheriffs' offices. Funds for the child protective
i nvestigations may not be integrated into the sheriffs
regul ar budgets. Budgetary data and other data relating to the
perfornmance of child protective investigations nmust be
mai nt ai ned separately fromall other records of the sheriffs
of fi ces.

(d) Program performance eval uation shall be based on
criteria nutually agreed upon by the respective sheriffs and a
committee of seven persons appointed by the Governor and
sel ected fromthose persons serving on the Departnent of
Children and Family Services District 5 Health and Human
Services Board and District 6 Health and Human Servi ces Board.
Two of the Governor's appoi ntees nust be residents of Pasco
County, two of the Governor's appoi ntees nust be residents of
Manat ee County, and two of the Governor's appoi ntees nust be
residents of Pinellas County. Such appointees shall serve at
the pleasure of the Governor. The individuals appointed nust
have denonstrated experience in outcone eval uation, social
service areas of protective investigation, or child welfare
supervision. The conmittee shall submit an annual report
regarding quality performance, outcone-neasure attainment, and
cost efficiency to the President of the Senate, the Speaker of
t he House of Representatives, and to the Governor no |ater
than January 31 of each year the sheriffs are receiving
general appropriations to provide child protective
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i nvestigations.

(4) For the 1999-2000 fiscal year only, the Sheriff of
Broward County shall performthe sane child protective
i nvestigative services according to the sane standards as are
perforned by the sheriffs of Pinellas County, Manatee County,
and Pasco County under this section. This subsection expires
July 1, 2000.

Section 8. Subsection (3) of section 39.401, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

39.401 Taking a child alleged to be dependent into
custody; |aw enforcenent officers and authorized agents of the
departnent. - -

(3) If the child is taken into custody by, or is
delivered to, an authorized agent of the departnent, the
aut hori zed agent shall review the facts supporting the renoval
with an attorney representing the departnent. The purpose of
this review shall be to determ ne whether probable cause
exists for the filing of a shelter petition. |If the facts are
not sufficient to support the filing of a shelter petition
the child shall imrediately be returned to the custody of the
parent or |egal custodian. If the facts are sufficient to
support the filing of the shelter petition and the child has
not been returned to the custody of the parent or |ega
custodi an, the departnent shall file the petition and schedul e
a hearing, and the attorney representing the departnent shal
request that a shelter hearing be held as quickly as possible,
not to exceed 24 hours after the renoval of the child. Wile
awai ting the shelter hearing, the authorized agent of the
departnment may place the child in licensed shelter care or may
release the child to a parent or |egal custodian or
responsi ble adult relative who shall be given priority
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consi deration over a licensed placenent, or a responsible
adult approved by the departnent when this is in the best
interests of the child. If the child is not placed with a

parent or |egal custodian or responsible adult relative, the

reasons nust be specified in witing and provided to the

court. Any placenment of a child which is not in a |icensed

shel ter nmust be preceded by a local and state crimnal records
check, as well as a search of the departnent's autonated abuse
information system on all nenbers of the household, to assess
the child' s safety within the hone. |In addition, the

depart ment may aut horize placenent of a housekeeper/homenmaker
in the hone of a child alleged to be dependent until the
parent or |egal custodi an assunmes care of the child.

(Redesi gnat e subsequent sections.)

=—=============== T | T L E A MENDMENT ===============
And the title is anended as foll ows:
On page 2, line 8, after the sem colon

i nsert:
anending s. 39.3065, F.S.; directing that the
sheriff of Sem nole County be awarded a grant;
anending s. 39.401, F.S.; requiring
docunentation to the court when a child is not
placed with a relative or other specified
adul t ;
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