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By Senator Laurent

12-981- 00

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to protective investigations;

3 anending s. 39.301, F.S.; requiring the

4 Departnent of Children and Family Services to

5 forward to | ocal | aw enforcenent agencies

6 al | egations of crininal conduct received by the

7 central abuse hotline; providing a definition

8 requiring such agencies to review the

9 i nformati on and determnine whether a crinina

10 i nvestigation is warranted; providing

11 procedures; providing an effective date.

12

13| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

14

15 Section 1. Subsections (2) and (17) of section 39.301
16 | Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

17 39.301 Initiation of protective investigations.--

18 (2) (a) The departnent bYpor—notifiecaton—by—the

19 | departrent—s—centrat—abuse—hotHne—under—subseetion{(1)—the
20 | destgnated—chitd—protective—investigator shall i mediately
21| forward allegations of crimnal conduct received by the
22 | central abuse hotline to the nunicipality or county netify—the
23 | appropriate | aw enforcenent agency ef—the—eotunty in which the
24 | al |l eged conduct has knowr—or—suspected—chit+d—abuser
25 | abandonrent—or—negheet—s—beHeved—to—have occurred.
26 (b) As used in this subsection, the term"crimnna
27 | conduct" nmeans a violation of s. 827.03, s. 39.201(64), or s.
281 39.302(1).Upon receiving an allegation of crininal conduct
29 | fromthe departnent reeceipt—of—a—report, the | aw enforcenent
30 | agency shall must review the information in the report to and
31| determ ne whether a crinminal investigation ef—the—ecase is
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war r ant ed. ane-1 f the | aw enforcenent agency accepts the case

for se;—shatHt—eoenduct—the criminal investigation that—shatt—be

coordinated, it shall coordinate its investigative activities

with the departnent whenever feasibl e possibte—wththe—echitd
. . . . ey I . T

the | aw enforcenent agency does not accept the case for

crimnal investigation, the case shall be referred back to the

depart nent.
(17) In a child protective investigation, the child

protective investigator is responsible for phot ographi ng YWen

I F . o . ’
the—agency—shaH—take——phoetegraphs—oef the child' s |living
envi ronnent. Such phot ographs shall becone part of the
i nvestigative file.
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Requires the Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services
to forward to | ocal | aw enforcenent agencies allegations
of crimnal conduct, as defined, received by the Centra
abuse hotline. Requires such agencies to reviewthe
informati on and determ ne whether a crimna
investigation is warranted. Provides procedures.
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