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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2000 HB 1955
By the Conmittee on Judiciary and Representative Byrd

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to referenda ballots; anendi ng
s. 101.161, F.S.; exenpting anmendnents and
bal | ot | anguage proposed by joint resolution
fromlength restrictions that apply to the
bal | ot statenent; revising ballot |anguage used
to change the nethod of selecting circuit and
county court judges; providing an effective
dat e.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 101.161, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

101. 161 Referenda; ballots. --

(1) \Whenever a constitutional amendnent or other
public neasure is subnmtted to the vote of the people, the
substance of such anmendnent or other public neasure shall be
printed in clear and unanbi guous | anguage on the ballot after
the list of candidates, followed by the word "yes" and al so by

the word "no," and shall be styled in such a manner that a
"yes" vote will indicate approval of the proposal and a "no"
vote will indicate rejection. The wording of the substance of

t he anendnent or other public neasure and the ballot title to
appear on the ballot shall be enbodied in the joint

resolution, constitutional revision conmm ssion proposal
constitutional convention proposal, taxation and budget reform
conmi ssion proposal, or enabling resolution or ordi nance.
Except for anmendrments and ball ot | anguage proposed by joint

resol ution,the substance of the anendnent or other public
neasure shall be an explanatory statenent, not exceeding 75
1
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words in length, of the chief purpose of the neasure. The
ballot title shall consist of a caption, not exceeding 15
words in length, by which the neasure is comonly referred to
or spoken of.

(2) The substance and ballot title of a constitutiona
anmendnent proposed by initiative shall be prepared by the
sponsor and approved by the Secretary of State in accordance
with rul es adopted pursuant to s. 120.54. The Departnent of
State shall give each proposed constitutional anendnent a
desi gnati ng nunber for convenient reference. This nunber
desi gnati on shall appear on the ballot. Designating nunbers
shal |l be assigned in the order of filing or certification of
t he anendnents. The Departnent of State shall furnish the
desi gnati ng nunber, the ballot title, and the substance of
each anmendnent to the supervisor of elections of each county
i n which such amendnent is to be voted on

(3)(a) The ballot for the general election in the year
2000 nust contain a statenent allowi ng voters to deternine
whether circuit or county court judges will be selected by
nerit selection and retention as provided in s. 10, Art. V of
the State Constitution. The ballot in each circuit nust
contain the statenent in paragraph (c). The ballot in each
county nust contain the statenent in paragraph (e).

(b) For any general election in which the Secretary of
State, for any circuit, or the supervisor of elections, for
any county, has certified the ballot position for an
initiative to change the nethod of selection of judges, the
ballot for any circuit nmust contain the statenent in paragraph
(c) or paragraph (d) and the ballot for any county nust
contain the statenent in paragraph (e) or paragraph (f).
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1 (c) Inany circuit where the initiative is to change

2| the selection of circuit court judges to selection by nerit

3| selection and retention, the ballot shall state: "Shall the

4 | nethod of selecting circuit court judges in the ... (nunber of
5|the circuit)... judicial circuit be changed fromelection by a
6| vote of the people to selection by the judicial noninating

7 | commi ssi on and appoi ntnent by the Governor w th subsequent

8| terns deternmned by a retention vote of the peopl e seteeted

9 | threugh—rrerit—seleetion—and—retention?" This statenent nust be
10| foll owed by the word "yes" and al so by the word "no."

11 (d) Inany circuit where the initiative is to change
12 | the selection of circuit court judges to election by the

13| voters, the ballot shall state: "Shall the nethod of selecting
14 | circuit court judges in the ...(nunber of the circuit)...

15 ) judicial circuit be changed from sel ection by the judicial

16 | noni nati ng conm ssion and appoi ntnent by the Governor with

17 | subsequent terns determned by a retention vote of the people
18| to election by a vote of the peopl e setectetd—by—vote—of—the

19 | eleetorate—of—the—ci+reuit?" This statenent nust be foll owed by
20| the word "yes" and also by the word "no."

21 (e) In any county where the initiative is to change

22 | the selection of county court judges to nerit selection and

23| retention, the ballot shall state: "Shall the nethod of

24 | sel ecting county court judges in ...(nane of county)... be

25| changed fromelection by a vote of the people to selection hy
26 | the judicial nominating conm ssion and appoi ntnent by the

27 | Governor with subsequent terns determned by a retention vote
28 | of the peopl e setected—throuvghrert—setectton—and—+etention?"
29 | This statenent nust be followed by the word "yes" and al so by
30| the word "no."

31
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(f) In any county where the initiative is to change
the selection of county court judges to election by the
voters, the ballot shall state: "Shall the nethod of selecting

county court judges in ...(nanme of the county)... be changed
fromsel ection by the judicial nominating conmn ssion and

appoi ntnent by the Governor with subsequent terns determ ned

by a retention vote of the people to election by a vote of the

peopl e seleeted—by—vote—of—the—electorate—of—the—county?" This

statenent nust be followed by the word "yes" and also by the

word "no.
Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a

| aw.
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HOUSE SUMVARY

Exenpt s anmendnents and bal | ot | anguage proposed b {0|nt
resolution fromthe length restrictions that apP o the
bal | ot statenent. Revisés_ ballot | anguage used to’ change
the nethod of sefecting circuit and County court judges

to clarify the alternaftives.
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