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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2000 HB 1979
By Representative Spratt

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to notor vehicles; creating the
Task Force on the Motor Vehicle Industry within
t he Departnent of H ghway Safety and Mot or
Vehi cl es; providing for nenbership,
organi zation, and neetings of the task force;
provi di ng purposes and duties; providing for
interimand final reports; providing for
ternmnation of the task force; providing an
ef fective date.

WHEREAS, Florida has approximately 13.5 nmillion
regi stered notor vehicles in the state that will be sold and
repl aced, nmany through notor vehicle dealers, and

WHEREAS, Florida has approximately 10,313 notor vehicle
deal ers that buy and sell new and used notor vehicles, and

VWHEREAS, Fl orida has 27 notor vehicle auctions that
sell over 800, 000 vehicles on behalf of Florida deal ers,
out-of -state deal ers, and foreign deal ers, and

WHEREAS, the state's |icensing requirenents for notor
vehi cl e deal ers are outdated and i nadequately addressed by
statute, as are the neans of enforcing prohibited notor
vehi cl e sal es by unlicensed deal ers, and

WHEREAS, it is the finding of the Legislature that
there is a need for an interimtask force to be created for
t he purpose of studying and determ ning how the state and the
not or vehicle industry can best address and neet the problens
of notor vehicle dealer |icensing requirenents, unlicensed
persons engagi ng i n busi ness as nmotor vehicle dealers, and
enforcenent of current |law regul ating notor vehicl e deal ers,
NOW THEREFORE
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Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. (1) TASK FORCE ON THE MOTOR VEH CLE
| NDUSTRY. - - There is hereby created within the Departnent of
H ghway Safety and Mdtor Vehicles the Task Force on the Mbtor

Vehicle Industry. The task force shall be charged with

exam ni ng and evaluating the notor vehicle industry in the

state, specifically the |licensing of notor vehicle dealers,

the enforcenent of notor vehicle deal er regul ations, and the

structure and nanner in which the Departnment of Mdtor Vehicles

carries out its regul atory purpose.
(2) MNEMBERSHI P; ORGANI ZATI ON; MEETI NGS. - -
(a) The task force shall be conposed of 12 nenbers, to

be appointed by the Governor, the President of the Senate, and

t he Speaker of the House of Representatives, as follows:

1. One representative of the Division of Mtor

Vehi cl es of the Departnent of H ghway Safety and Mot or

Vehi cl es, to be appointed by the Governor

2. One representative of independent notor vehicle

deal ers as recommended by the Florida | ndependent Autonobil e

Deal ers Association, to be appointed by the Governor

3. One representative of notor vehicle franchise

deal ers as recommended by the Florida Autonobile Deal ers

Associ ation, to be appoi nted by the Governor

4., One representative of the notor vehicle auction

i ndustry who is affiliated with an i ndependent notor vehicle

auction concern and is recommended by a group affiliated with

the National Auto Auction Association, to be appointed by the

Gover nor.
5. One representative fromthe Departnent of Revenue,

to be appointed by the President of the Senate.
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1 6. One representative of notor vehicle franchise

2 | deal ers as reconmended by the Florida Autonobil e Deal ers

3| Association, to be appointed by the President of the Senate.
4 7. A Florida tax collector as reconmended by the

5| Florida Tax Coll ectors Association, to be appointed by the

6 | President of the Senate.

7 8. One representative froma Better Business Bureau
8| within the state, to be appointed by the President of the

9| Senate.

10 9. One representative fromthe Division of Consuner
11| Services of the Departnment of Agriculture and Consumner

12 | Services, to be appointed by the Speaker of the House of

13 | Representatives.

14 10. One representative of independent notor vehicle
15| deal ers as recommended by the Florida | ndependent Autonobil e
16 | Deal ers Associ ation, to be appoi nted by the Speaker of the
17 | House of Representatives.

18 11. One representative of the notor vehicle auction
19 | industry who is affiliated with an i ndependent notor vehicle
20 | auction concern and is recommended by a group affiliated with
21| the National Auto Auction Association, to be appointed by the
22 | Speaker of the House of Representatives.

23 12. One representative of the insurance industry that
24 | wites notor vehicle deal er surety bonds, to be appoi nted by
25| the Speaker of the House of Representatives.

26

27 | The Division of Mdtor Vehicles of the Departnent of H ghway
28 | Safety and Mbtor Vehicles, the D vision of Consuner Services
29 | of the Departnment of Agriculture and Consuner Services, the
30 | Departnent of Revenue, the Florida | ndependent Autonobile

31 | Deal ers Association, the Florida Tax Col |l ectors Associ ati on
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1| and the Florida Autonpbil e Deal ers Association shall subnit to
2| the Departnment of H ghway Safety and Mbtor Vehicl es the nanes
3| of their reconmrended representatives for selection as

4 | appointees to the task force. A person who desires to be

5| considered for appointnent to the task force as a

6 | representative of the insurance industry or a Better Business
7 | Bureau shall subnit his or her nane and a statenent of the

8 | desi gnated category he or she proposes to represent to the

9 | Departnent of Hi ghway Safety and Mbtor Vehicles, which shal
10| forward all recomended names to the appointing authority for
11| the designated category. In order to facilitate and coordi nate
12| the efforts of the task force, the Governor, the President of
13| the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives
14 | shall each nane a liai son whomthe task force may contact for
15| assistance and information during the course of the task

16 | force's existence. Menbers of the task force shall be

17 | appointed no later than July 1, 2000.

18 (b) The Governor shall appoint the chair of the task
19| force. Any vacancy in the task force nenbership shall be

20| filled in the nmanner of the original appointnent.

21 (c) Upon appoi ntnent of the nenbers, the task force

22 | shall schedul e an organi zati onal neeting to be held no | ater
23| than July 20, 2000. Thereafter, the task force shall neet at
24 | | east once a nonth, at the call of the chair, or at the cal
25| of a quorum of the task force, at various |ocations throughout
26 | the state to be deternined by the task force. A quorumis

27 | necessary for the purpose of conducting official business of
28 | the task force. Seven nenbers of the task force shal

29 | constitute a quorum

30

31
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(d) The task force shall use accepted rul es of

procedure to conduct its neetings. The departnent shall keep

on file a conplete record of each neeting.

(e) Menbers of the task force fromthe private sector

shall not be entitled to per diemor travel expenses. Menbers

of the task force who are enpl oyees of state agenci es shal

receive per diemand travel expenses fromthe budgets of their

respecti ve agenci es.
(f) The Departnent of H ghway Safety and Mot or
Vehi cl es shall provide adm nistrative and staff support

services relating to the functions of the task force, and

nenbers of the task force may request assistance fromthe

Departnent of Hi ghway Safety and Mbtor Vehicles as necessary.
(3) PURPCSES; DUTIES. --
(a) The task force shall conduct an in-depth revi ew of

the nmotor vehicle industry in the state, which shall include,

but not be linited to, problens associated with |licensing

requi rements for notor vehicle dealers, unlicensed persons

engagi ng in business as notor vehicle deal ers, and enforcenent

of statutes and rules regulating the notor vehicle industry.

The task force shall, in its review, analyze the provisions of

chapter 320, Florida Statutes, and any ot her applicable

provisions of state law as they relate to the notor vehicle

i ndustry and notor vehicle dealer licensing requirenents and

enf or cenent .

(b) The task force may, in its discretion

1. Conduct neetings, hearings, and workshops in

Tal | ahassee, and at different |ocations throughout the state,

and take evidence, testinobny, and argument at such neetings,

heari ngs, and workshops from state agenci es and consumner

or gani zati ons.
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2. Exami ne and eval uate the procedures and nethods for

approval of an applicant for licensure as a notor vehicle

deal er, for establishnment of notor vehicle deal er | ocations,

for enforcenent actions against unlicensed persons engaging in

busi ness as notor vehicle dealers, and for enforcenent of

existing statutes and rules regulating notor vehicle deal ers.

3. Assess the roles of the Departnent of Hi ghway

Safety and Mbtor Vehicles and county tax collectors regarding

the notor vehicle industry.

(c) Upon conpleting the review, assessnent, and

eval uation pursuant to this act, the task force nmay neet

further to consider its acconplishnents and to conpile its

findings into |egislative reconmendations.

(4) I NTERIM AND FI NAL REPORT; TERM NATI ON OF TASK
FORCE. - -By January 31, 2001, the task force shall subnit its
interimfindings and reconmendations in the formof a witten

report to the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the

Speaker of the House of Representatives. The task force shal

nmake a final report of its findings and recommendati ons, which

may i nclude proposed |l egislation, to the Governor, the

President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of
Representatives by March 1, 2001, at which tine the task force
shal | cease to exi st.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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3
Creates the Task Force on the Mtor Vehicle |Industry

4 within the Departnent of H ghway. Safety and Mdtor
Vehi cl es for the purpose of “exam ning and_eyaluatlnﬂ t he

5 nmotor vehicle industry in the state, "specifically the
| i censi ng. of mbtor vehicle deal ers, the enforcenent of

6 not or vehicle deal er regul ations, and the structure and
manner in which the Departnment of Mbtor Vehicles carries

7 out its regulatory purpose. Provides for nenbership,
organi zati on, and neetings of the task force. Provides

8 for an interimreport by January 31, 2001, and a fina
report by March 1, 2001, Provides for term nation of the

9 task force on March 1, 2001
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