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Florida Senate - 2000 SB 1984
By Senat or Canpbel

33-1588-00
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to habitual truants; anending
s. 232.09, F.S.; providing that a habitua
truant nay not receive a driver's |icense unti
18 years of age; requiring the Departnent of
Education to provide the Departnent of H ghway
Safety and Mbtor Vehicles with records of

habi tual truants; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 232.09, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

232.09 Parents and | egal guardi ans responsible for
attendance of children; attendance policy; driver's |license

age for habitual truants.--
(1) The Legislature finds:
(a) It is essential that our children receive an

educat i on.

(b) Failure to attend school in a regular and tinely
fashi on hinders the education process.

(c) Truancy and poor school perfornmance have a direct
relationship to juvenile delinquency and destructive behavi or

(d) A disproportionate percentage of juvenile crine
occurs when juveniles should be in school

(e) Parents and guardi ans nust be responsible, within
reason, for sending their children to school

(f) If ajuvenile refuses to attend school or a parent
or guardi an refuses to conpel the child to attend school
there nust exist an efficient and expedi ent process to enforce
attendance | aws.
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(2) Each parent and | egal guardian of a child within
t he conmpul sory attendance age is responsible for the child's
school attendance as required by |law. The absence of a child
fromschool is prima facie evidence of a violation of this
section; however, crimnal prosecution under this chapter may
not be brought against a parent, guardian, or other person
havi ng control of the child until the provisions of s.
232.17(2) have been conplied with. A parent or guardian of a
child is not responsible for the child' s nonattendance at
school under any of the foll owing conditions:

(a) Wth pernission.--The absence was with perm ssion
of the head of the school; or

(b) Wthout know edge.--The absence was wi t hout the
parent's know edge, consent, or connivance, in which case the
child shall be dealt with as a dependent child; or

(c) Financial inability.--The parent was unabl e
financially to provide necessary clothes for the child, which
inability was reported in witing to the superintendent prior
to the opening of school or imediately after the begi nning of
such inability; provided, that the validity of any claimfor
exenption under this subsection shall be determi ned by the
superintendent subject to appeal to the school board; or

(d) Sickness, injury, or other insurnountable
condition. --Attendance was inpracticable or inadvisable on
account of sickness or injury, attested to by a witten
statenent of a licensed practicing physician, or was
i mpracti cabl e because of sone ot her stated insurnountable
condition as defined by rules of the state board. If a student
is continually sick and repeatedly absent from school, he or
she nmust be under the supervision of a physician in order to
receive an excuse from attendance. Such excuse provides that a
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student's condition justifies absence for nore than the nunber
of days permitted by the district school board.

Each district school board shall establish an attendance
policy which includes, but is not limted to, the required
nunber of days each school year that a student nust be in
attendance and the nunber of absences and tardi nesses after
whi ch a statenent explaining such absences and tardi nesses
nmust be on file at the school. Each school in the district
nust determine if an absence or tardiness is excused or
unexcused according to criteria established by the district
school board.

(3) A student who becones a habitual truant as defined

ins. 228.041 may not be issued a driver's |icense under

chapter 322 until he or she is at |east 18 years of age. The

Departnent of Education shall provide the Departnent of

H ghway Safety and Motor Vehicles with the records of habitua

truants on a tinely basis.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Provides that a habitual truant nmay not receive a
driver's license until the age of 18 years. Requires the
Departnent of Education to provide records of habitual
truants tinely.
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