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1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to child care and early
3 i ntervention; anmending s. 402.3015, F.S.
4 aut hori zi ng the Departnent of Children and
5 Fam |y Services to increase fanmly incone
6 limts for certain eligibility for subsidized
7 child care; providing that an eligible famly
8 shal | be considered a needy famly for federa
9 Tenporary Assi stance for Needy Families
10 fundi ng, subject to appropriations; creating s.
11 402. 3017, F.S.; establishing the Teacher
12 Educati on and Conpensati on Hel ps Schol arship
13 Program creating s. 402.3019, F. S
14 establishing a programto provide a statew de
15 network of child care health consultation
16 services; providing for involvenent of the
17 child care resource and referral agencies, the
18 Fl orida Partnership for School Readi ness and
19 | ocal school readiness coalitions, and other
20 public and private child health partners;
21 speci fying duties and responsibilities of child
22 care health consultants; providing for a
23 training program to be provided by the
24 Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services
25 t hrough contract with a university; anendi ng s.
26 402.302, F.S.; revising the definition of
27 "large famly child care honme" to include
28 certain children related to the caregiver;
29 creating s. 402.3054, F.S.; defining "child
30 enrichnment service provider"; specifying
31 requirenents relating to parental consent,
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conpensation, and background screening for such
providers providing services in a child care
facility; creating s. 402.31302, F.S.

providing that fanmly day care hones shall be a
permtted use in all mnunicipal residential
districts; providing that deed restrictions
prohi biting such use of a single-fanmly

dwel ling shall not be enforceabl e; providing
for deed restrictions or bylaws prohibiting
fam ly day care hones in condoni ni uns and
cooperatives, under certain circunstances;
providing for the burden of proof on the party
seeki ng enforcenment of a deed restriction

byl aw, or other restriction against a famly
day care hone; anending s. 402.315, F.S.
revising responsibilities for costs when a
county designates a |ocal agency to license
child care facilities; providing an effective
dat e.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (1) of section 402.3015, Florida
Statutes, is anended, and subsection (10) is added to that
section, to read

402. 3015 Subsidized child care program purpose; fees;
contracts. --

(1) The purpose of the subsidized child care program
is to provide quality child care to enhance the devel opnent,

i ncludi ng | anguage, cognitive, notor, social, and self-help
skills of children who are at risk of abuse or neglect and
2

CODING:WOrds st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNNNNRRRRRRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIERPLO O ®~NO®UuDWNPRER O

da Senate - 2000 SB 1994
5A- 00 See HB

children of lowincone fanilies, and to pronote financi al
self-sufficiency and life skills for the fanilies of these
children, unless prohibited by federal law. Priority for
participation in the subsidized child care program shall be
accorded to children under 13 years of age who are:

(a) Deternmined to be at risk of abuse, neglect, or
exploitation and who are currently clients of the departnent's
Children and Families Program O fi ce;

(b) Children at risk of welfare dependency, including
children of participants in the WAGES Program children of
m grant farmwrkers, children of teen parents, and children
fromother famlies at risk of welfare dependency due to a
fam ly incone of |less than 100 percent of the federal poverty
| evel ;

(c) Children of working famlies whose fanmily incone
is equal to or greater than 100 percent, but does not exceed
150 percent, of the federal poverty level. The departnment nay

extend eligibility to children of working fanmilies who are

currently in subsidized child care and whose fanily i ncone

does not exceed 200 percent of the federal poverty |level; and

(d) Children of working fanmlies enrolled in the Child
Care Executive Partnership Program whose fanily incone does
not exceed 200 percent of the federal poverty |evel.

(10) Afanily that is eligible to participate in the

subsi di zed child care program shall be considered a needy

fam ly for purposes of the program funded through the federal

Tenporary Assistance for Needy Fanilies (TANF) block grant, to

the extent pernitted by appropriation of funds.
Section 2. Section 402.3017, Florida Statutes, is
created to read
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402. 3017 Teacher Educati on and Conpensation Hel ps
Schol arshi p Program - -

(1) The Legislature finds that the |evel of

early-child-care teacher education and training is a key

predictor for determning programquality. The Legislature

al so finds that | ow wages for child-care workers prevents nmany

from obtaining increased training and educati on and

contributes to high turnover rates. The Legislature therefore

intends to help fund a programthat |inks teacher training and

education to conpensation and comitnent to the field of

ear | y-chi | dhood educati on.

(2) The Departnent of Children and Fanily Services is

aut hori zed to contract for the adm nistrati on of the Teacher

Educati on and Conpensati on Hel ps Schol arshi p Program

(T.E.A.C.H), which provides educational scholarships to

caregivers and adm nistrators of early-chil dhood prograns and

fam ly child-care hones.

(3) The departnent shall adopt rul es necessary for

admi ni stering this section.
Section 3. Section 402.3019, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

402.3019 Child care health consultant program --
(1) DEFIN TIONS. --For purposes of this section
(a) "Child care resource and referral agency" nmeans an

agency under contract with the Departnent of Children and

Fam |y Services for the purpose of managing the child care

resource and referral program

(b) "Child care health consultant" neans a registered

nurse, dietitian, health educator, or other |icensed health

professional, with experience in child devel opnent, child

care, or elenentary education, who provides consultation to
4
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1| child care providers and families on early assessnent,

2 | immuni zation, health and safety neasures, nutrition, and

3| obtaining health care.

4 (2) CH LD CARE HEALTH CONSULTANT PROGRAM - -

5 (a) The child care health consultant programis a

6 | public-private partnership that joins the existing network of
7| Florida's child care resource and referral agencies; the

8| Florida Partnership for School Readi ness and | ocal schoo

9| readiness coalitions; universities; and other child health

10| partners in the public and private sectors.

11 (b) Child care health consultants shall be established
12 ) in each child care resource and referral agency to provide a
13 | statewi de network of child care health consultation services.
14| At least one child care health consultant shall be enpl oyed by
15| each child care resource and referral agency.

16 (c) Training of child care health consultants in the
17 | assessnent and training skills needed to carry out the child
18 | care health consultant functions shall be provided by the

19 | Departnent of Children and Fanmily Services through a contract
20| with a university. The university shall develop and offer a
21 | conprehensive training programfor child care health

22 | consultants, add child care health issues into the curricula
23| of nursing and allied health professional training, and

24 | coll ect data, conduct research, and advise on program

25 | devel opnent t hrough outcone neasurenent and eval uati on

26 (d) The Florida Partnership for School Readi ness and
27 | | ocal school readiness coalitions shall specify the

28 | involvenent of child care health consultants in the activities
29 | of local school readiness coalitions, particularly in the

30 | areas of devel opnental assessnent, evaluation of |local health
31| care provider networks, inmunization status of children in the

5
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jurisdiction of the coalition, and other health-rel ated

concerns regarding child care. The Florida Partnership for

School Readi ness and | ocal school readi ness coalitions shal

work with the child care resource and referral agencies to

descri be and nmeasure the inpact of child care health and

safety progranms on the readiness | evel of children entering

school .

(3) CH LD CARE HEALTH CONSULTANT DUTI ES AND
RESPONSI Bl LI TIES. --The duties and responsibilities of a child
care health consultant are to:

(a) Screen children in child care settings for

age- appropri ate devel opnent, including vision and hearing

screeni ng. Such screening nust include, but is not limted to:

1. Devel oping screening prograns for infants and

toddl ers, to include devel opnental, hearing, and vision

sScreeni ng.
2. Training child care staff to identify

devel opnental, hearing, and vision probl ens.

3. Referring children with devel opnental del ays or

behavi oral, hearing, or vision problens for additiona

eval uation and i nterventi on

4., Following up with fanmlies and child care staff on

i ntervention prograns.

(b) Provide training, technical assistance, and

coordi nation of health and safety programs in child care

settings, which nust include, but is not linmted to:

1. Providing training and technical assistance to

child care providers on healthy environnents, infection

control, hand washing, sanitizing and disinfecting, ora

heal th, body fluid precautions, diapering, and comobn

chi | dhood di seases.
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2. Providing training and techni cal assistance on

safety and injury prevention; playground equi pnrent safety

st andards and supervision; car seat safety; environnental

hazards; disaster preparedness and drills; and cardi opul nobnary

resuscitation (CPR) and first aid.

3. Providing education and training to child care

providers and families in child devel opnent and nutrition

4. Providing training and techni cal assi stance on

positive nental health, behavior nanagenent, and

communi cati on.

5. Providing technical assistance to child care

providers on health policies, such as excl usion, nedication

admi ni stration, special needs children, staff hygi ene, and

child care center health standards.

6. Providing resource material and infornmati on on

i muni zation and other health and safety matters.

(c) Track health problenms and interventions, which

must include, but is not limted to:

1. Keeping child care providers infornmed about

children's health insurance and Medicaid options, and the need

to have a nedical hone for each child.

2. Referring children to health care providers, nental

heal t h prograns, school districts, and other health care

resources in order to address health probl ens.

3. Consulting with child care providers, fanmlies, and

health care providers to interpret health probl ens and devel op

i ntervention pl ans.

4. MNbnitoring prescribed nedical treatnent and

coordinating treatnent plans with famlies, child care staff,

and health care providers.
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(d) Coordinate with community and fanily resources

whi ch nmust include, but is not limted to:

1. Establishing partnerships with other community

child care organi zations such as Head Start, Healthy Start,

Fl orida Di agnostic and Learni ng Resource Services, schoo

districts, children's nental health prograns, |ocal health

departnents, Departnent of Children and Fanmily Services | oca

of fices, and Medicaid area offices.

2. Establishing communication with parent groups to

provi de education on health and safety issues and health

i nsurance or to assist with special needs children

3. Participating in the local school readi ness

coalition by providing informati on about health and safety

i ssues, prevention services, and health education

4. Establishing communication with | ocal Mdicaid and

nmanaged care providers.

(4) TRAINING FOR CH LD CARE HEALTH
CONSULTANTS. --Training for child care health consultants shal
be provided by the Departnent of Children and Fanm |y Services

through a contract with a university. Training rmust include,

but is not limted to:

(a) Providing conprehensive training for child care

heal th consultants. Topics for such training may incl ude

health and safety training, health and devel opnent al

assessnent, nutrition, behavioral health, special needs

children, oral health, playground safety, cardi opul nbnary

resuscitation (CPR) and first aid, child care facility quality

anal ysis, including the use of survey instrunents, and

consul tancy training.

(b) Assisting in the devel opnent of a curriculumfor

training child care center directors in health and safety,
8
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1| nutrition, famly dynami cs, positive nental health and child
2 | devel opnent, and ot her subjects.

3 (c) Developing and providing a child care health

4| consultant curriculumto students in public health, nursing,
5] allied health professions, and social work.

6 (d) Conducting surveys and collecting data on child

7 | devel opnent using the child care network as a col |l aborative

8 | partner.

9 (e) Collecting evaluation and outcone data on the

10 | inmpact of child care health consultants, defining outcone

11 | neasures, and reporting on these neasures over tine.

12 (f) Collecting and distributing training materials to
13| health consultants and child care providers to i nprove the

14 | quality, health, and safety of the services they provide.

15 (g) Developing a strategy with child care providers to
16 | increase enrollnments in the Florida KidCare program

17 | especially Medicaid and Medi Kids, by fostering a strong

18 | rel ationshi p anong the Departnent of Children and Fanily

19 | Services, Departnent of Health, and Florida Children's Forum
20| in particular, using existing data systens to target children
21| in subsidized child care who are eligible for Medicaid.
22 Section 4. Subsection (8) of section 402.302, Florida
23| Statutes, is anended to read:
24 402. 302 Definitions.--
25 (8) "Large family child care hone" neans an occupied
26 | residence in which child care is regularly provided for
27 | children fromat |least two unrelated fam |lies, which receives
28 | a paynent, fee, or grant for any of the children receiving
29 | care, whether or not operated for profit, and which has at
30| least two full-tinme child care personnel on the prem ses
31| during the hours of operation. One of the two full-tinme child

9
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care personnel nmust be the owner or occupant of the residence.
A large famly child care hone nust first have operated as a
licensed fanmly day care hone for 2 years, with an operator
who has had a child devel opnent associate credential or its
equi val ent for 1 year, before seeking licensure as a | arge
famly child care honme. Alarge fanily child care hone shal
be allowed to provide care for one of the follow ng groups of
children, which shall include those children under 13 12 years
of age who are related to the caregiver:

(a) A maximumof 8 children frombirth to 24 nonths of
age.

(b) A maxi mum of 12 children, with no nore than 4
chil dren under 24 nonths of age.

Section 5. Section 402.3054, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

402.3054 Child enrichnment service providers.--

(1) As used in this section, the term"child

enri chnment service provider" neans an individual who provides

enrichnment activities, such as | anguage training, nusic

i nstruction, educational instruction, and ot her experiences,

to specific children during a specific tine in a child care

facility.
(2) The child's parent shall provide witten consent

before a child nmay participate in activities conducted by a

child enrichnent service provider. A child enrichnment service

provi der receives conpensation fromthe child' s parent or from

the child care facility and is not considered a vol unteer or

child care personnel

(3) Achild enrichnment service provider shall be of

good noral character based upon screening. This screening

shal |l be conducted as provided in chapter 435, using the |evel
10
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2 standards for screening set forth in that chapter. A child

enri chnment service provider nmust neet the screening

requirenents prior to providing services to a childin a child

care facility. A child enrichnent service provider who has

net the screening standards is not required to be under the

di rect and constant supervision of child care personnel
Section 6. Section 402.31302, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

402.31302 Fanily day care hones; pernitted use

| ocations. - -
(1) FAMLY DAY CARE HOVES | N RESI DENTI AL
DI STRICTS. --Fami |y day care hones nust be a permitted use in

all residential districts of a nunicipality. The requirenents

for famly day care hones are the sane as for single-fanmly

dwelling units located within such residential districts.

(a) Any deed restriction that would prohibit the use

of a single-famly dwelling unit as a famly day care hone is

unenforceable unless that restriction is necessary for the

preservation of the health, safety, and welfare of the other

residents in the nei ghborhood.

(b) The burden of proof is on the party seeking to

enforce the deed restriction to denonstrate, case by case,

that the restriction is necessary for the preservation of the

health, safety, and welfare of the residents in the

nei ghbor hood who were neant to benefit fromthe restriction
(2) FAMLY DAY CARE HOVES | N CONDOM NI UVS AND
COOPERATI VES. - -
(a) In condonminiuns as defined ins. 718.103 and

cooperatives as defined in s. 719.103, which represent

t hensel ves as being primarily for retirees or elderly persons

or which inpose a nininumage limt that tends to attract
11
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1| persons who are nearing retirenent age, deed restrictions or
2| bylaws may prohibit fanmly day care hones frombeing a

3| pernmtted use.

4 (b) In condoniniuns as defined in s. 718.103 and

5| cooperatives as defined in s. 719.103, other than those which
6| may prohibit fanily day care hones frombeing a pernitted use
7 | under paragraph (a), deed restrictions or bylaws may prohibit
8| famly day care hones frombeing a pernitted use. However, the
9 | burden of proof is on the condom ni um associ ati on or

10 | cooperative association to denpnstrate, case by case, that the
11 | prohibition is reasonably related to the health, safety, and
12 | welfare of the residents. The burden of proof also is on the
13 | condonmi ni um associ ati on or cooperative association to

14 | denpbnstrate, case by case, that any other restrictions inposed
15| upon a fanily day care hone, including, but not limted to,
16 | noise restrictions and restrictions on the use of interior

17 | conmon areas, are reasonably related to the health, safety,
18 | and wel fare of the residents.

19 Section 7. Subsection (1) of section 402.315, Florida
20| Statutes, is anended to read:

21 402. 315 Funding; license fees.--

22 (1) |If the county designates a | ocal agency to be

23 | responsible for the licensing of child care facilities, the
24 | county shall bear no nore than 50 at—+teast—75 percent of the
25| costs invol ved.

26 Section 8. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.
27

28

29

30

31
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LEG SLATI VE SUMVARY

Aut hori zes the Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services
to extend eligibility for the subsidized child care
programto working famlies currently in the program
whoSe i nconme does not exceed 200 percent of federa
poverty level. Provides that an eligible famly shall be
considered a needy famly for purpoSes of federal ]
Tenporary Assi stahce for” Needy Fami|ies funding, subject
to appropriations. Creates the Teacher Educati on and
Conpensati on Hel ps Schol arshi p Program eates a program
to provide statewide child care health consultation

services, with training of child care health consul tants
to be provided by the Departnent of Children and Fam |y
Services through a university. Specifies duties and
responsibilitiés of such consultants. Provides for

i nvol vemrent of the child care resource and referra

agencies, the Florida, Partnership for School Readi ness
and | ocal school readiness coalitions, and other child
health_ partners in the public and private sectors.

Aut horizes large famly child care honmes to include

children under “13, rather than 12, years of age who are
related to the caregiver. Defines “child enrichnent
service provider," and specifies requirenents relating to
arental consent, conpensation, and background screening
or such providers PFOVIdIng services to a child care
facility. Provides that fam |y day. care hones shall be a
permtted use in all municipal reSidential districts,
subject to the sanme requirenents as_S|ngIe-fan1!%_
dwel l'ings. Provides that deed restrictions prohibiting
such usé are unenforceable, Authorizes deed restrictions
or bylaws prohibiting famly dax care hones in
condom ni uns and cooperatives that cater to elderly
ersons, under certaln circunstances, Provides for the
urden of proof to be on a party seeking to enforce a
deed restriction, bylaw, or other restriction against a
fam |y day care home. Reduces the county's sharé to no
nore than 50 percent of the costs involved, when a county
ges! n?tes a local agency to license child care
acilities.
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