Florida Senate - 2000 CS for SB 1994

By the Cormittee on Children and Families; and Senator O ary

300- 1899A- 00

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to child care and early

3 i ntervention; anending s. 402.27, F.S.

4 providing that the services of child care

5 resource and referral agencies include

6 assisting famlies in identifying sumer canp
7 prograns; providing for the devel opnent and

8 distribution of a health and safety checklist;
9 anendi ng s. 402.3015, F.S.; increasing famly
10 incone limts for continued eligibility for

11 subsi di zed child care; providing that an

12 eligible famly shall be considered a needy
13 famly for federal Tenporary Assistance for
14 Needy Families funding, subject to

15 appropriations; creating s. 402.3017, F.S.

16 establ i shing the Teacher Educati on and

17 Conpensation Hel ps (TEACH) schol arshi p program
18 aut hori zing the departnent to contract for

19 adm ni stration of the programand to adopt

20 rules; creating s. 402.3019, F.S.; establishing
21 a programto provide a statew de network of
22 child care health consultati on services;

23 providing for involvenent of the commnity

24 child care coordinating agencies, the Florida
25 Part nership for School Readi ness and | oca

26 school readi ness coalitions, and other public
27 and private child health partners; specifying
28 duties and responsibilities of child care

29 health consultants; providing for a training
30 program to be provided by a university through
31 a contract with the Florida Partnership for
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1 School Readi ness; providing duties and

2 responsibilities of the contracting university;
3 anmending s. 402.302, F.S.; revising the

4 definition of the term"large famly child care
5 honme" to include certain children related to

6 the caregiver; creating s. 402.3028, F.S.

7 provi di ng procedures for referrals for

8 devel opnental assessnent of children in

9 subsi di zed child care prograns; anendi ng s.

10 402. 305, F.S.; revising standards for child

11 transportation safety; creating s. 402. 3054,

12 F.S.; defining the term"child enrichnent

13 service provider"; specifying requirenents

14 relating to parental consent, conpensation, and
15 background screening for such providers

16 providing services in a child care facility;

17 anending s. 402.315, F.S.; revising

18 responsibilities for costs when a county

19 designates a |l ocal agency to license child care
20 facilities; anmending s. 409.178, F.S.; renoving
21 a restriction on the use of child care
22 pur chasi ng pool funds, under the Child Care
23 Executive Partnership Act; directing the
24 statewide child care resource and referra
25 network to convene a workgroup and devel op
26 reconmendations relating to sumer canp
27 prograns; providing an effective date.
28
29| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
30
31
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1 Section 1. Present subsection (9) of section 402. 27,

2| Florida Statutes, is redesignated as subsection (10) and a new
3| subsection (9) is added to that section to read:

4 402.27 Child care and early chil dhood resource and

5| referral.--The Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services

6 | shall establish a statewi de child care resource and referra

7 | network. Preference shall be given to using the already

8 | established central agencies for subsidized child care as the
9] child care resource and referral agency. |If the agency cannot
10| conply with the requirenents to offer the resource infornmation
11 | conponent or does not want to offer that service, the

12 | Departnent of Children and Fanmily Services shall select the

13 | resource informati on agency based upon a request for proposal
14 | At least one child care resource and referral agency nust be
15| established in each district of the departnent, but no nore

16 | than one nmay be established in any county. Child care

17 | resource and referral agencies shall provide the foll ow ng

18 | services:

19 (9) Assistance to fanmilies in identifying sumrer

20 | recreation canp and sunmer day canp prograns and in eval uating
21| the health and safety qualities of sunmer canp prograns.

22 | Conti ngent upon specific appropriation, a checklist of

23 | inportant health and safety qualities that parents can use to
24 | choose their sumer canp prograns will be devel oped and

25| distributed in a manner that will reach parents interested in
26 | such progranms for their children

27 Section 2. Subsection (4) of section 402.3015, Florida
28 | Statutes, is anended, and subsection (10) is added to that

29 | section, to read:

30 402. 3015 Subsidized child care program purpose; fees;
31| contracts. --
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(4) Achild who is eligible for child care under this
section may continue to participate in the subsidized child
care program-if the famly's i ncone does not exceed 200 185

percent of the federal poverty |evel.
(10) Afanily that is eligible to participate in the

subsi di zed child care program shall be considered a needy

fam ly for purposes of the program funded through the federal

Tenporary Assistance for Needy Fanilies (TANF) block grant, to

the extent pernitted by appropriation of funds.

Section 3. Section 402.3017, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

402. 3017 Teacher Educati on and Conpensation Hel ps

(TEACH) schol arship program - -

(1) The Legislature finds that the level of early

child care teacher education and training is a key predictor

for determining programquality. The Legislature also finds

that | ow wages for child care workers prevent many from

obtai ning increased training and education and contribute to

hi gh turnover rates. The Legislature therefore intends to

hel p fund a programwhich |links teacher training and education

to conpensation and commtnent to the field of early chil dhood

educati on.
(2) The Departnent of Children and Fanily Services is

aut hori zed to contract for the adm nistrati on of the Teacher

Educati on and Conpensati on Hel ps (TEACH) schol arshi p program

whi ch provides educati onal schol arships to caregivers and

adm nistrators of early chil dhood prograns, fanly day care

hones, and large fanily child care hones.

(3) The departnent shall adopt rules as necessary to

i npl erent this section.

4
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Section 4. Section 402.3019, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

402.3019 Child care health consultant program --

(1) DEFIN TIONS. --For purposes of this section
(a) "Child care health consultant" neans a registered

nurse, health educator, or other |icensed health professional

with experience in child devel opnent, child care, or

el enentary education, who provides consultation to child care

providers and famlies on early assessnent, inmmunization

heal th and safety neasures, nutrition, and obtaining health

care.
(b) "Conmunity child care coordi nati ng agency" neans

an agency under contract with the Florida Partnership for

School Readi ness for the purpose of managi ng subsidi zed child

care.
(2) CH LD CARE HEALTH CONSULTANT PROGRAM - -
(a) The child care health consultant programis a

public-private partnership that joins the existing network of

Florida's community child care coordinating agencies, the

Fl orida Partnership for School Readi ness and | ocal schoo

readi ness coalitions, universities, and other child health

partners in the public and private sectors.

(b) Subject to the approval of the | ocal schoo

readi ness coalitions, child care health consultants nay be

establi shed in each conmunity child care coordi nati ng agency

to provide a statewide network of child care health

consul tation services. At |east one child care health

consultant may be enpl oyed by each community child care

coordi nati ng agency.

(c) A conprehensive training programfor child care

heal th consultants shall be devel oped and offered by a
5
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university through a contract with the Florida Partnership for

School Readi ness.

(d) The Florida Partnership for School Readi ness and

| ocal school readiness coalitions shall specify the

i nvol venent of child care health consultants in the activities

of local school readiness coalitions, particularly in the

areas of devel opnental assessnent, evaluation of local health

care provider networks, imunization status of children in the

jurisdiction of the coalition, and other health-rel ated

concerns regarding child care. The Florida Partnership for

School Readi ness and | ocal school readi ness coalitions shal

work with the community child care coordinating agencies to

descri be and nmeasure the inpact of child care health and

safety progranms on the readiness | evel of children entering

school .

(3) CH LD CARE HEALTH CONSULTANT DUTI ES AND
RESPONSI Bl LI TI ES. - - Subj ect to the approval of the |ocal schoo
readi ness coalitions, the duties and responsibilities of a

child care health consultant nmay include the foll ow ng:

(a) Coordinating the screening of children in child

care settings for age-appropriate devel opnent, including

vi sion and hearing screening. Such screening shall include,

but is not limted to:

1. Coordinating, as needed, the screening prograns for

infants and toddlers, to include devel opnental, hearing, and

Vi si on scr eeni ng.

2. Assisting child care staff to identify

devel opnental, hearing, and vision probl ens.

3. Referring children with devel opnental del ays or

behavi oral, hearing, or vision problens for additiona

eval uation and i ntervention

6
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4., Following up with fanmlies and child care staff on

i ntervention prograns.

(b) Facilitating onsite technical assistance and

coordi nation of health and safety programs in child care

settings, which shall include, but is not linmted to:

1. Coordinating and providing technical assistance to

child care providers and licensing staff on healthy

environnents, infection control, hand washing, sanitizing and

di sinfecting, oral health, body fluid precautions, diapering,

and common chil dhood di seases.

2. In conjunction with licensing staff, providing

techni cal assistance on safety and injury prevention

pl ayground equi pnent safety standards and supervision, car

seat safety, environnental hazards, disaster preparedness and

drills, and cardiopul nonary resuscitation (CPR) and first aid.

3. Coordinating and providing technical assistance to

child care providers and fanilies in child devel opnent and

nutrition.
4. Coordinating and providing techni cal assistance on

positive nental health, behavior nanagenent, and

communi cat i on.

5. Coordinating and providing technical assistance to

child care providers on health policies, such as excl usion

nedi cati on adnini stration, health needs of special needs

children, staff hygiene, and center health standards.

6. Coordinating and providing resource material and

information on i mmuni zati on and other health and safety

matters.
(c) Coordinating and facilitating the tracking of

health problens and interventions, which includes, but is not

l[imted to:
7
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1. Providing updated infornmation to child care

providers about children's health i nsurance and Medi cai d

options and the need to have a nedical hone for each child.

2. Referring children to health care providers, nental

heal th prograns, school districts, and other health care

resources in order to address health probl ens.

3. Consulting with child care providers, fanmlies, and

health care providers to facilitate the understandi ng of

health problens and intervention plans.

4, Coordinating the nmonitoring of prescribed nedica

treatnent and facilitating coordination of treatnment plans

with famlies, child care staff, and health care providers.

(d) Coordinating with community and fanily resources

whi ch shall include, but is not limted to:

1. Establishing partnerships with other community

child care organi zations such as Head Start, Healthy Start,

Fl orida Di agnostic and Learni ng Resource Services, schoo

districts, children's nental health prograns, |ocal health

departnents, Departnent of Children and Fanmily Services | oca

of fices, and Medicaid area offices.

2. Establishing communication with parent groups to

provi de education on health and safety issues and health

i nsurance or to assist with special needs children

3. Participating in the local school readi ness

coalition by providing informati on about health and safety

i ssues, prevention services, and health education

4. Establishing communication with | ocal Mdicaid and

nmanaged care providers.
(4) DUTIES AND RESPONSI BI LI TI ES OF CONTRACTI NG
UNI VERSI TY. - - The university contracting with the Florida
Part nership for School Readi ness shall:
8
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(a) Develop and offer a conprehensive training program

for child care health consultants, which shall include, but

not be limted to:

1. Health and safety training, health and

devel opnental assessnent, nutrition, behavioral health,

speci al needs children, oral health, playground safety,

cardi opul nonary resuscitation (CPR) and first aid, child care

facility quality analysis, and consul tancy training.

2. Devel opnent of materials for providing technical

assi stance to child care center directors in health and

safety, nutrition, famly dynam cs, positive nental health,

and ot her subjects.

3. Collecting and distributing training materials to

health consultants and child care providers to i nprove the

guality, health, and safety of the services they provide.

(b) Develop and provide a child care health consultant

curricula to students in public health, nursing, allied health

prof essi ons, social work, and related fiel ds.

(c) Conduct surveys to:
1. Collect data on child health status using the child
care network as a collaborative partner

2. Collect evaluation and outcone data on the inpact

of child care health consultants, define outcone neasures, and

report on these neasures annually to the Florida Partnership

for School Readiness.

Section 5. Subsection (8) of section 402.302, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

402. 302 Definitions.--

(8) "Large family child care hone" neans an occupied

residence in which child care is regularly provided for
children fromat |east two unrelated famlies, which receives
9
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a paynent, fee, or grant for any of the children receiving
care, whether or not operated for profit, and which has at
least two full-tinme child care personnel on the prem ses
during the hours of operation. One of the two full-tine child
care personnel nmust be the owner or occupant of the residence.
A large famly child care hone nust first have operated as a
licensed fanmily day care hone for 2 years, with an operator
who has had a child devel opnent associate credential or its
equi val ent for 1 year, before seeking licensure as a | arge
famly child care honme. Alarge fanily child care hone shal
be allowed to provide care for one of the follow ng groups of
children, which shall include those children under 13 12 years
of age who are related to the caregiver:

(a) A maximumof 8 children frombirth to 24 nonths of
age.

(b) A maxi mum of 12 children, with no nore than 4
chil dren under 24 nonths of age.

Section 6. Section 402.3028, Florida Statutes, is
created to read
402.3028 Referral for assessnent.--The Departnment of

Children and Family Services, Departnent of Health, and

Departnent of Education shall inplenent the foll ow ng

procedures for nmaking referrals for Level Ill assessnent
pursuant to s. 402.3027:
(1) Children under 3 years of age who are in the

subsi di zed child care programand are identified as needing a

Level |11 devel opnental assessnent pursuant to s. 402. 3027

shall be referred to the Early Intervention for Infants and

Toddl ers with Disabilities Program of the Departnment of

Heal t h, funded under the federal Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act, Pub. L. No. 105-17, Part C. Assessnents shal
10
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1| be conpleted within 45 days after the referral. If the Early
2| Intervention for Infants and Toddlers with Disabilities

3| Programis not available, referral may be nade to a | oca

4 | conmunity service provider.

5 (2) Children age 3 years through 5 years who are in

6 | the subsidized child care programand are identified as

7 | needing a Level |1l devel opnental assessnent pursuant to s.

8 | 402. 3027 shall be referred to the appropriate program under

9| the local school district or appropriate |ocal service

10 | provider. It is the intent of the Legislature that these

11 | assessnents be conpleted within 45 days because of the

12 | critical nature of child devel opnent at this age.

13 (3) Services to children with disabilities under this
14 | section shall be integrated and delivered with child care

15| prograns to the extent possible.

16 (4) Nothing in this section prohibits a subsidized

17 | child care programfromreferring a child to Medicaid or the
18 | Florida KidCare programto deternine eligibility for services,
19 ) or fromnaking a referral to a child's primary health care
20 | provider.
21 Section 7. Subsection (10) of section 402.305, Florida
22 | Statutes, is anended to read:
23 402.305 Licensing standards; child care facilities.--
24 (10) TRANSPORTATI ON SAFETY. - - M ni num st andar ds shal
25| include requirenents for child restraints or seat belts in
26 | vehicles used by child care facilities and |arge-famly child
27 | care honmes to transport children, requirenents for annua
28 | i nspections of the vehicles, angd linmtations on the nunber of
29 | children in the vehicles, and accountability for children
30 | being transported.
31
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1 Section 8. Section 402.3054, Florida Statutes, is

2| created to read

3 402.3054 Child enrichnment service providers.--

4 (1) For the purposes of this section, "child

5| enrichnent service provider" neans an individual who provides
6| enrichnent activities, such as | anguage training, nusic

7| instruction, educational instruction, and other experiences to
8 | specific children during a specific tine that is not part of
9] the regular programin a child care facility.

10 (2) The child's parent shall provide witten consent
11| before a child may participate in activities conducted by a
12 | child enrichnent service provider that are not part of the

13 | regul ar programof the child care facility. A child

14 | enrichnent service provider receives conpensation fromthe

15 ) child's parent or fromthe child care facility and shall not
16 | be considered a volunteer or child care personnel

17 (3) Achild enrichnent service provider shall be of

18 | good noral character based upon screening. This screening

19 | shall be conducted as provided in chapter 435, using the |evel
20| 2 standards for screening set forth in that chapter. A child
21 | enrichnment service provider nmust neet the screening

22 | requirenents prior to providing services to a child in a child
23| care facility. A child enrichnent service provider who has
24 | net the screening standards shall not be required to be under
25| the direct and constant supervision of child care personnel
26 Section 9. Subsection (1) of section 402.315, Florida
27 | Statutes, is anended to read:

28 402. 315 Funding; license fees.--

29 (1) |If the county designates a | ocal agency to be

30| responsible for the licensing of child care facilities, the
31
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1| county shall bear no nore than 50 at—+teast—#5 percent of the
2| costs invol ved

3 Section 10. Subsection (3) of section 409.178, Florida
4| Statutes, is anended to read:

5 409.178 Child Care Executive Partnership Act; findings
6| and intent; grant; lintation; rules.--

7 (3) There is created a body politic and corporate

8 | known as the Child Care Executive Partnership which shal

9| establish and govern the Child Care Executive Partnership

10 | Program The purpose of the Child Care Executive Partnership
11| Programis to utilize state and federal funds as incentives
12 | for matching | ocal funds derived froml ocal governnents,

13 | enpl oyers, charitable foundations, and other sources, so that
14 | Florida conmunities may create |ocal flexible partnerships

15| with enployers. The Child Care Executive Partnership Program
16 | funds shall be used at the discretion of |ocal communities to
17 | neet the needs of working parents. A child care purchasing

18 | pool shall be developed with the state, federal, and | oca

19 | funds to provide subsidies to | owincone working parents who
20| are eligible for subsidized child care with a

21| dollar-for-dollar match from enpl oyers, |ocal governnent, and
22 | other matching contributions. The funds used fromthe child
23 | care purchasing pool nust be used to supplenent or extend the
24 | use of existing public or private funds and—raynot—be—used—+to
25 | supptant—the—rmaintenance—of—effort—presentty—exertetdby—the
26 | enptoyer—or—other—partieipant—in—the—activity—funded.

27 Section 11. Contingent upon specific appropriation

28 | the statewide child care resource and referral network,

29 | pursuant to section 402.27, Florida Statutes, shall convene a
30 | workgroup for the purpose of devel opi ng recommendati ons for
31| inproving the health and safety qualities of sunmer canp
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1| progranms without over-regul ation. One conponent of the

2 | workgroup's deliberation shall include exanining the

3| feasibility of requiring sumer canp prograns to register with
4| the Departnent of Children and Fanmily Services, to provide
5| annual programinformation to the statewide child care

6 | resource and referral networks, or to publish their health and
7 | safety plans. The workgroup shall include representatives from
8 | summer canp programrel ated associ ati ons, the Departnent of
9| Children and Fanily Services, parents, and any ot her

10| interested individuals or organizations identified by the
11 | statewide child care resource and referral network. Al

12 | participants in this process shall attend the neetings at

13| their own expense. A report of the recomendations shall be
14 | submtted to the Governor, the President of the Senate, and
15| the Speaker of the House of Representatives by January 1,

16 | 2001.

17 Section 12. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.
18

19
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1 STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
2 Senate Bill 1994
3
4 . . . .
- Applies the extension of eligibility to subsidized child
5 care to 200 percent of the féederal poverty level to a
children who are currently enrolled in the pro?ram
6 instead of solely to children of working poor fTamlies
71 - Directs the child care resource and referral agencies to
devel op and distribute a check-list of inportant health
8 and safety qualities that parents can use to choose
their sunfrer canp program contingent upon specific
9 appropri ations.
10| - Directs the child care resource and referral network to
convene a mork%rouP to deveIoP recommendati ons for
11 i nproving the health and safe_y_qual|t|es_of_sunner canp
12 prograns conti ngent upon specific appropriations.
- Modi fies the duties of the child care health consultants
13 and the university responsible for the training program
and i ncorporates the involvenent of the Florida
14 Part nership for School Readi ness and the |ocal schoo
15 readi ness coalitions.
- Adds procedures for_ the Departnent of Health, Departnent
16 of Children and Fanily Services, and Departnent of
Education relative to children referred for |evel 11
17 assessnments of the devel opnental assessnent program for
18 subsi di zed child care
- Eli mi nates the prohibition against funds fromthe child
19 care purchasing pool  being uSed to supplant already
20 exi sting enpl oyer child care benefit prograns.
- Modi fies the licensing standards for child care
21 facilities to include requirenments for the
accountability of the children being transported. Large
22 am |y child Care_hones are al so. added to the entities
to which the requirenents for child restraints and seat
23 belts apply.
24| - Renoves the requirenent that famly child care hones be
permtted in all residential districts of a
25 muni ci pality.
26
27
28
29
30
31
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