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. By Re%gesentatives Wl es, Lawson, Frankel, Stafford,
Ritchie, yson, Henriquez, Levine and L. Mlier

1 House Joi nt Resol ution

2 A joint resolution proposing the repeal of

3 Section 16 of Article Ill of the State

4 Constitution, relating to | egislative

5 apportionnent, and the creation of Section 10

6 of Article Il of the State Constitution,

7 relating to |l egislative apporti onnent and

8 congressional redistricting, and Section 26 of

9 Article XIl of the State Constitution, relating

10 to inplenentation of such reapportionnent

11 provi si ons.

12

13| Be It Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

14

15 That the repeal of Section 16 of Article IIl of the

16 | State Constitution, as amended by Revision 8 of the

17 | Constitution Revision Comm ssion adopted in 1998, and the

18 | creation of Section 10 of Article Il and Section 26 of Article
19| XIl of the State Constitution set forth below, are agreed to
20| and shall be subnitted to the electors of Florida for approval
21| or rejection at the general election to be held in Novenber
22 | 2000:
23 ARTI CLE 1|
24 GENERAL PROVI SI ONS
25 SECTI ON 10. Legislative apportionment and
26 | congressional redistricting.--
27 (a) REAPPORTI ONVENT MANDATE. --By the end of each year
28 | that ends in one, the state shall be divided by the conm ssion
29 | herein created into as many congressional districts as there
30| are United States Representatives apportioned to the state,
31| forty consecutively nunbered senate districts, and one hundred
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1| and twenty consecutively nunbered representative districts.

2| Al legislative districts shall be single-nenber districts.

3 (b) APPORTI ONMENT AND DI STRI CTI NG COW SSI ON. - -

4 (1) On or hefore June 1 in the year foll owi ng each

5| decennial census, or within fifteen days after |egislative

6 | apportionnent or congressional districting is required by

7| federal law or by court order, sixteen comi ssioners shall be

8| certified by the respective appointing authorities to the

9| secretary of state, each of whom nmust be an el ector of the
10| state. The president of the senate and the speaker of the
11 | house of representatives each shall select and certify four
12 | conmissioners. Menbers of nmnority parties in the senate
13| shall elect one fromtheir nunber who shall select and certify
14 | four conmissioners. Menbers of nminority parties in the house
15| of representatives shall elect one fromtheir nunber who shal
16 | select and certify four commissioners. Wthin twenty-one days
17 | after the sixteen nenbers are certified to the secretary of
18 | state, the conmi ssioners by affirmative vote of el even nenbers
19 | shall elect the seventeenth nenber, who nust be an el ector of
20| the state who for the previous two years was not registered as
21| an elector of any political party having a nenber hol di ng
22 | office in the appointing legislature. If no selectionis
23 | nmade, then the chief justice of the suprene court shall sel ect
24 | the seventeenth nenber froma list of four persons, who nust
25| be electors of the state who for the previous two years were
26 | not registered as electors of any political party having a
27 | nenber holding office in the appointing |legislature, two
28 | noninated by the comi ssi oners sel ected by the senate
29 | president and the house speaker and two nomi nated by the
30 | conmi ssioners selected by the representatives of the mnority
31| parties of the legislature. |In making their selections, the
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1| appointing authorities should endeavor to establish a

2| commission that is geographically representative and that

3| reflects the diversity of the state with respect to race,

4 | gender, and | anguage.

5 (2) No conmissioner shall have served during the two

6| years prior to his or her certification as an elected state

7| official, nmenber of Congress, party officer or enployee, paid
8 | registered | obbyist, or |legislative or congressional enpl oyee,
9 | and no conmi ssioner shall be a relative, as defined by genera
10| law, or an enpl oyee of any such person

11 (3) As a condition of appointnment, each conmi ssi oner
12 | shall take an oath affirming that the conm ssioner will not
13 | receive conpensation as a paid registered | obbyist, or seek
14 | elected office in any legislative or congressional district,
15| for a period of four years after concl uding service as a

16 | conmi ssi oner.

17 (4) Vacancies on the comm ssion shall be filled in the
18 | sane manner as the origi nal appoi ntnents.

19 (5) The commission shall elect one of its nenbers to
20 | serve as chair. The chair shall be responsible for the
21| adnministrative duties of the conm ssion, including supervision
22 | of comm ssion staff. Staffing of the commission shall be as
23 | provi ded by general | aw
24 (6) The conmmission shall establish its own rul es and
25 | procedures and shall hold public hearings as it deens
26 | necessary to carry out its responsibilities under this
27 | section. Al conmission actions shall require el even
28 | affirmative votes. Meetings and records of the conm ssion
29 | shall be open to the public, and public notice of all neetings
30| shall be given.
31
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1 (7) The legislature shall, by general appropriation

2 | provide adequate funds to enable the commission to carry out
3|its duties.

4 (8) No ex parte communication relative to the nerits,
5| threat, or offer of reward shall be made to a comm ssioner. A
6 | comni ssi oner who receives an ex parte conmunicati on shal

7| place on the record or otherw se make known t he exi stence of,
8| and disclose, all witten conmuni cations recei ved and al

9| witten responses to such communi cations, and all ora

10 | conmruni cations received and all oral responses made thereto.
11| The prohibition agai nst ex parte conmuni cations shall not

12 | apply to conm ssion staff.

13 (9) By the end of the year in which certified, or

14 | within one hundred eighty days after certification in response
15| to federal |aw or court order, the commi ssion nust have

16 | conpleted all required plans.

17 (10) After the suprene court determ nes that the

18 | required plans are valid, the commi ssion shall be dissolved.
19 (c) REAPPORTI ONMENT STANDARDS. - -
20 (1) Congressional districts and state |egislative
21 | districts for each respective house shall be as nearly equa
22| in population as is practicable, based on the popul ati on
23 | reported in the federal decennial census, taken in each year
24 | ending in zero. No congressional district shall have a
25 | popul ation that varies by nore than one percent fromthe
26 | average popul ation of all congressional districts in the
27 | state. No legislative district shall have a popul ati on that
28 | varies by nore than ten percent fromthe average popul ati on of
29 | all districts of the respective house. The average of the
30 | absol ute val ues of the popul ation deviations of all districts
31| of the respective house shall not vary by nore than five
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percent fromthe average population of all districts. Any

popul ati on variance nmust be justifiable as necessary for

conpliance with the other standards in this section

(2) Districts should be conposed of conveni ent

contiguous territory and, consistent wth paragraph (1),

shoul d be drawn to coincide with the boundaries of |oca

political subdivisions, as such terns are defined by genera

| aw.

(3) Districts should be conpact in form

(4) No district shall be drawn for the purpose of

favoring any political party, incunbent |egislator

representative to Congress, or other person. |In preparing a

pl an, the conmission shall not take into account the addresses

of incunbent legislators or representatives to Congress.

(5) Adistrict shall not be drawn to dilute the voting

strength of any racial or |anguage mnority group

On applying the reapporti onnent standards prescribed in this

subsection, the prohibition against drawing a district to

dilute the voting strength of any racial or |anguage nminority

groups shall be controlling over the standards prescribed in

par agraphs (2) and (3).
(d) JUDICIAL REVIEW--Wthin five days after
conpl etion of a plan of apportionnent or redistricting, the

conmi ssion shall file such plan with the secretary of state.

Wthin fifteen days after the filing of an apporti onnent or

redistricting plan by the comission, the attorney genera

shal|l petition the state suprene court for a declaratory

judgnent determining the validity of the plan, including its

conpliance with all criteria herein specified, applicable

federal |aw, and the constitution of the United States. The
5
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suprene court, in accordance with its rules, shall pernit

adversary interests to present their views and, within sixty

days after the filing of the petition, shall enter its

judgnent. |f the suprene court determ nes the apportionnent

or redistricting plan to be invalid in whole or in part, the

conmi ssion shall forthwith reconvene and shall, within thirty

days, adopt a revised plan that conforms to the judgnent of

the suprene court. The revised plan shall be subject to

judicial review by the suprenme court in the sane manner as the

original plan. Upon approval of the suprene court, a plan of

apportionnment or redistricting shall be filed with the

secretary of state and, upon filing, shall be the official

pl an for the state.
(e) JUDICI AL REAPPORTI ONVENT. --1f the commission fails
to adopt a plan or a revised plan by the end of each year that

ends in one, or within one hundred and ei ghty days after

certification if in response to federal |law or court order

the commission shall, within five days, notify the secretary

of state in witing of its inability to adopt a plan. Wthin

five days after the filing of such notice, the attorney

general shall petition the suprene court to prepare a plan of

apportionnent or redistricting. The court shall, not |ater

than sixty days after receiving the petition of the attorney

general, file with the secretary of state an order nmking such

apportionnment or redistricting.
ARTI CLE XI'|
SCHEDULE
SECTI ON 26. Legisl ative apportionment and

congressional redistricting.--The requirenents for |egislative

apportionnent and congressional redistricting in Section 10 of

Article Il shall first apply to |l egislative apporti onnent and
6

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2000 HIR 2059
589- 141B- 00

1| congressional redistricting followi ng and based on the

2 | decenni al census of 2000.

3 BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat in accordance with the

4 | requirenents of section 101.61, Florida Statutes, the title
5| and substance of the anmendnent proposed herein shall appear on
6 | the ballot as foll ows:

7 LEG SLATI VE APPORTI ONVENT AND

8 CONGRESSI ONAL REDI STRI CTI NG

9 Creates a legislatively appointed comn ssion, instead
10| of the Legislature, to redraw Florida congressional districts
11| and reapportion state legislative districts, beginning 2001
12 | Requires singl e-nenber districts. Sets the nunber of

13| legislative seats in each house at current nunbers.

14 | Establishes redistricting and reapporti onnent standards and
15 | procedures. Authorizes the conmission to adopt other

16 | procedures by rule. Provides for Suprene Court review of

17 | conmission plans and for Suprene Court redistricting or

18 | reapporti onnment when the conmission fails to adopt plans.
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
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