Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2000 HB 2063
By Representative Lynn

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the Florida On-Line High

3 School ; creating s. 228.082, F.S.; establishing
4 the Florida On-Line H gh School; establishing a
5 board of trustees; providing for nenbership,

6 powers, duties, and organi zation of the board

7 of trustees; requiring the board of trustees to
8 submt a legislative budget request;

9 establ i shing provisions for the enpl oynent of
10 personnel of the board of trustees and the

11 Fl orida On-Line Hi gh School; authorizing the

12 establ i shnent of a personnel | oan or exchange
13 program requiring the board of trustees to

14 establish priorities for student adm ssions;

15 requiring the distribution of infornmation

16 relating to student enrollnment procedures;

17 providing requirenments for the content and

18 cust ody of student and enpl oyee records;

19 providi ng funding requirenents; designating the
20 Orange County District School Board as the
21 tenmporary fiscal agent of the Florida On-Line
22 Hi gh School ; prohibiting the credit of the
23 state from bei ng pl edged on behal f of the
24 Florida On-Line Hi gh School; requiring the
25 board of trustees to submt a report; providing
26 an effective date.
27
28 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
29
30 Section 1. Section 228.082, Florida Statutes, is
31| created to read
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228.082 The Florida On-Line H gh School. --
(1) The Florida On-Line Hi gh School is established for
t he devel opnent and delivery of on-line and distance | earning

educati on.
(2) The Florida On-Line H gh School shall be governed
by a board of trustees conprised of seven nenbers appointed by

t he Governor; one of whom shall be the current chair of the

Fl orida H gh School Advisory Board, and one of whom shall be

the current Orange County Public School District

representative on the Florida H gh School Advisory Board. The

board of trustees shall have the followi ng powers and duties:

(a) The board of trustees shall neet within 30 days

after July 1, 2000, and shall continue to neet at |east 4

ti mes each year, upon the call of the chair, or at the request

of a mpjority of the nenbership.

(b) The board of trustees shall enter into inform

agreenents with distance |l earning providers, and may acquire,

enj oy, use, and di spose of patents, copyrights, and trademarks

and any licenses and other rights or interests thereunder, or

therein. Any funds realized from patents, copyrights,

tradenarks, or |licenses shall be used to support the school's

research and devel opnent activities in order to inprove

courseware and services to its students.

(c) The board of trustees shall prepare and subnit a

| egi sl ati ve budget request for the 2000-2001 fiscal year

including fixed capital outlay requests for conputers for

public school students who do not have access to public schoo

conputers, in accordance with chapter 216 and s. 235.41. The

| egi sl ati ve budget request of the Florida On-Line H gh Schoo

shal | be prepared using the sane format, procedures, and
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timelines required for the subnission of the | egislative

budget of the Departnent of Education.

(d) The board of trustees shall adninister and

nmai ntai n personnel prograns for all enployees of the board of
trustees and the Florida On-Line H gh School. The board of
trustees nay adopt rules, policies, and procedures related to

t he appoi ntnent, enpl oynent, and renoval of personnel

1. The board of trustees shall determ ne the

conpensation, including salaries and fringe benefits, and

ot her conditions of enploynent for such personnel

2. The board of trustees nay establish and maintain a

personnel | oan or exchange program by whi ch persons enpl oyed

by the board for the Florida On-Line H gh School as academc

adm nistrative and instructional staff nmay be | oaned to, or

exchanged with persons enployed in |like capacities by, schoo

districts either within or without this state, or by private

i ndustry. The salary and benefits of board personne

participating in the | oan or exchange program shall be

continued during the period of tinme they participate in a | oan

or exchange program and such personnel shall be deened to

have no break in creditable or continuous service or

enpl oynent during such tine. The salary and benefits of

persons participating in the personnel |oan or exchange

program who are enpl oyed by school districts or private

i ndustry shall be paid by the originating enployers of those

partici pants and such personnel shall be deened to have no

break in creditable or continuous service or enploynment during

such tine.
3. The enploynent of all Florida On-Line H gh Schoo

academ ¢ administrative and instructional personnel shall be

subject to rejection for cause by the board of trustees, and
3
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shal |l be subject to policies of the board of trustees relative

to certification, tenure, |eaves of absence, sabbaticals,

renuneration, and such other conditions of enpl oynent as the

board deens necessary and proper, not inconsistent with | aw

4. Each person enpl oyed by the board of trustees in an

academ ¢ administrative or instructional capacity with the

Fl orida On-Line Hi gh School shall be entitled to a contract as

provided by rules of the board. Acadenic adm nistrative and

i nstructional enpl oyees may be state enpl oyees for the purpose

of being eligible to participate in the Florida Retirenent

System and recei ve health benefits.

(e) The board of trustees shall establish priorities

for adm ssion of students in accordance with the Genera

Appr opri ations Act.

(f) The board of trustees shall establish and

distribute to all school districts and high schools in the

state procedures for enroll nent of students into courses

offered by the Florida On-Line H gh School. Such procedures

shal | be designed to nininize paperwork and naxini ze

partici pati on by students.

(g) The board of trustees shall annually submit both

forecasted and actual enrollnents for the Florida On-Line High

School, according to procedures established by the Departnent

of Education. At a mninmm such procedures nust include the

nunber of public, private, and hone school students served, by

district.
(h) The board of trustees shall provide for the

content and custody of student and enpl oyee personnel records.

Student records shall be subject to the provisions of s.

228.093. Enpl oyee records shall be subject to the provisions
of s. 231.291.
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The Governor shall designate the initial chair of the board of

trustees to serve a termof 4 years. Menbers of the board of

trustees shall serve without conpensation, but nay be

rei mbursed for per diemand travel expenses pursuant to s.

112.061. The board of trustees shall be a body corporate with

all the powers of a body corporate and such authority as is

needed for the proper operation and i nprovenent of the Florida

On-Li ne H gh School. The board of trustees is specifically

authori zed to adopt rules, policies, and procedures,

consistent with law, related to governance, personnel, budget

and finance, admnistration, prograns, curriculum and

instruction, travel and purchasing, technol ogy, students,

contracts and grants, and property as necessary for optinal

efficient operation of the Florida On-Line H gh School

(3) The Commi ssi oner of Education shall include the

Florida On-Line High School as a grant-in-aid appropriation in

the departnent's | egislative budget request to the State Board

of Education, the Governor, and the Legisl ature.

(a) Subject to any guidelines inposed in the Genera

Appropriations Act, funds for the operation of the Florida

On-Li ne H gh School shall be requested and appropriated within

the Departnent of Education as a grant-in-aid category unti

such tine as the Legislature authorizes a different funding

nechani sm
(b) The Orange County District School Board shall be
the tenporary fiscal agent of the Florida On-Line H gh School

(c) Priorities for the delivery of services by the
Florida On-Line Hi gh School shall be identified by the
Legislature in the General Appropriations Act and shall ensure

that priority access is provided equitably across the state.
5
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1 (4) Under no circunstance nay the credit of the state
2 | be pl edged on behalf of the Florida On-Line H gh School

3 (5) By January 1, 2001, the board of trustees shal

4| subnmit to the Governor, the Legislature, and the Education

5| Reorgani zation Transition Conm ssion a conplete and detail ed
6| report setting forth:

7 (a) The operations and acconplishnents of the Florida
8 | On-Line H gh School

9 (b) The marketing and operational plan for the Florida
10 | On-Line Hi gh School, including recomendations regarding

11 | nethods for inproving the delivery of education through the
12 | Internet and other distance |earning technol ogy.

13 (c) The assets and liabilities of the Florida On-Line
14 | High School at the end of the fiscal year

15 (d) A copy of an annual financial and conpliance audit
16 | of the accounts and records of the Florida On-Line High

17 | School, conducted by an i ndependent certified public

18 | accountant and perforned in accordance with rul es adopted by
19 | the Auditor Ceneral

20 (e) Recommendations regarding the unit cost of

21 | providing services to students. |In order to nost effectively
22 | devel op public policy regarding any future funding of the

23| Florida On-Line H gh School, it is inperative that the cost of
24 | the programis accurately identified. The identified cost of
25| the program nust be based on reliable data and reflect the
26 | costs associated with nmaintaining a state-of-the-art on-line
27 | high school, including the costs associated with maintaining a
28 | high-quality research and devel opnent effort to | ocate and
29 | assinmlate, or develop, Internet-based courses.

30

31
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(f) Recommendations regarding an accountability

nechani smto assess the effectiveness of the services provided
by the Florida On-Li ne H gh School
(6) The Auditor General may, pursuant to his or her

own authority, or at the direction of the Joint Legislative

Auditing Conmittee, conduct an audit of the Florida On-Line
H gh School
Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a

| aw.
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HOUSE SUMVARY

Est abl i shes the Florida On-Line H gh School. Establishes
a board of trustees and provides for its nenbership,
Pomers, duties, and organi zation. Requires the board of

rustees to submt a |&gislative budget request,
establish provisions for the enpl oynent of personnel of
t he board of trustees and the Florida On-Lihe High
School, establish priorities for student adm ssions, and
distribute information relating to student enrol | nment

rocedures. Authorizes the establishnent of a personne
oan or exchange program Provides requirenents for the
content and cuStody of student and enpl oyee records.
Provi des.  fundi ng requi renents and designates the O ange
County District School Board as the tenporary fiscal
agent "of the Florida On-Line H gh School. Prohib
credit of the state fron1be|n% pl edged on behal f
Fl orida On-Line Hi gh School. Requirés the board o
trustees to submt "a report.
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