Florida Senate - 2000 CS for SB 2064

By the Cormittee on Comrerce and Econonic Qpportunities; and
Senator Hargrett

310-2029- 00
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to international trade;
3 providing for the establishnent of the
4 Fl orida- Afri ca Market Expansi on Program by
5 Enterprise Florida, Inc., contingent upon a
6 speci fic appropriation; providing the purpose
7 of the program describing program conponents;
8 providing responsibilities for Enterprise
9 Florida, Inc.; providing for the establishnent
10 of the Florida-Caribbean Basin Trade Initiative
11 by the Seaport Enpl oynent Training G ant
12 Program conti ngent upon a specific
13 appropriation; providing purpose of the
14 initiative; providing responsibilities of the
15 Seaport Enpl oynent Training Grant Program
16 providing for a performance-based contract with
17 the O fice of Tourism Trade, and Econom c
18 Devel opnent; providing an effective date
19
20| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
21
22 Section 1. Florida-Africa Market Expansi on Program --
23 (1) Contingent upon a specific appropriation, there is
24 | created within Enterprise Florida, Inc., the Florida-Africa
25 | Mar ket Expansi on Programto enhance the Florida econony by
26 | increasing international trade between Florida and the nations
27 | of Africa. This initiative shall be a nulti-Ilevel market
28 | expansi on program designed to expand trade and busi ness
29 | opportunities between Florida and Africa, containing, but not
30| limted to, the foll owi ng conponents:
31
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(a) The establishnent and nmi ntenance of a strategic

al li ance between Enterprise Florida, Inc., and the United

States Agency for International Devel opnent which will focus

on identifying and qualifying busi ness opportunities in

sub- Saharan Africa through the United States Agency for

I nternational Devel opnent's 12 African offices, and natching

those |l eads with Fl orida conpani es.

(b) A teamFlorida m ssion, which the Governor of

Florida will be invited to lead, to South Africa in the w nter
of Fiscal Year 2000-2001.
(c) The establishnent of a certified trade events

programto provide financial and technical support for

busi ness devel opnent initiatives targeting Africa, organi zed

by qualified econom c devel opnent organi zations in Florida.

Priority shall be given to qualified not-for-profit nminority

or gani zati ons.

(d) Support for |ocal business-devel opnent prograns

t hat provi de business information on Africa and pronote

bil ateral busi ness opportunities.

(e) Provision of export counseling services for

Fl ori da busi nesses through Enterprise Florida's seven state

field offices and staff located in Mam.

(f) Establishnent of Florida internationa

representation in South Africa for the purpose of dramatically

expandi ng business and cultural and infrastructure ties

between Florida and Africa, as well as pronoting Florida's

advantages in Africa.

(2) Enterprise Florida, Inc., shall coordinate with

appropriate organi zati ons and educational institutions in

executing this market-expansi on programto naxi nize the
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1| resources and information services for the expansi on of trade
2| between Florida and the nations of Africa.

3 (3)(a) As part of the annual report required under

4| section 288.906, Florida Statutes, Enterprise Florida, |nc.

5] shall provide detailed informati on concerning activities and

6 | acconpli shments under this program including, but not linted
7| to, informati on concerning:

8 1. The nunber of businesses, categorized by size

9| participating in the program

10 2. The nunber of ninority-owned busi nesses

11 | participating in the program

12 3. The increase in the value of Florida exports to

13| African nations attributable to the program and

14 4. The increase in foreign direct investnent in

15| Florida by African businesses attributable to the program

16 (b) The report shall include recommendati ons

17 | concerning continuation of the program and any changes for

18 | enhanci ng the program

19 Section 2. Florida-Caribbean Basin Trade Initiative.--
20 (1) Contingent upon a specific appropriation, the
21 | Seaport Enpl oynent Training G ant Program (STEP) shal
22 | establish and adninister the Florida-Cari bbean Basin Trade
23| Initiative for the purpose of assisting snall and nedi umsi zed
24 | busi nesses to becone involved in international activities and
25| helping themto identify markets with product denmand, identify
26 | strategic alliances in those markets, and obtain the financing
27 | to effectuate trade opportunities in the Cari bbean Basin. The
28 | initiative nmust focus assistance to businesses located in
29 | urban communities. The initiative shall offer export
30 | readi ness, assistance and referral services, internships,
31| seninars, workshops, conferences, and e-comerce pl us
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1| mentoring and nmat chmaki ng services, but shall coordinate with
2 | and not duplicate those services provided by Enterprise

3| Florida, Inc.

4 (2) To enhance initiative effectiveness and | everage

5| resources, STEP shall coordinate initiative activities with

6| Enterprise Florida, Inc., US. Export Assistance Centers,

7| Florida Export Finance Corporation, Florida Trade Data Center
8 | Smal | Busi ness Devel opnent Centers, and any other

9 | organi zati ons STEP deens appropriate. The coordi nati on nmay

10 | enconpass export assistance and referral services, export

11| financing, job-training prograns, educational prograns, narket
12 | research and devel opnent, market pronotion, trade ni ssions,

13 | e-conmerce, and nentoring and matchnaki ng services relative to
14 | t he expansi on of trade between Florida and the Cari bbean

15| Basin. The initiative shall also formalliances with

16 | nultilateral, international, and donestic fundi ng prograns

17| fromFlorida, the United States, and the Cari bbean Basin to
18 | coordi nate systens and prograns for fundanental assistance in
19| facilitating trade and i nvestnent.

20 (3) STEP shall adm nister the Florida-Cari bbean Basin
21| Trade Initiative pursuant to a perfornance-based contract with
22 | the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econonic Devel opnent. The
23| Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econoni ¢ Devel opnent shal

24 | devel op perfornance neasures, standards, and sanctions for the
25| initiative. Perfornmance neasures nust include, but are not

26| limted to, the nunber of busi nesses assisted; the nunmber of
27 | urban busi nesses assi sted; and the increase in val ue of

28 | exports to the Cari bbean which is attributable to the

29 | initiative.

30 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becom ng
31| law.
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1 STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N

COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR

2 SB 2064

3

4| This committee substitute requires Enterprise Florida, I|nc.
to establish the Florida-Africa Market Expansion Program The

5 Burpose of this programis to expand trade opPortunl i es
etween Florida _and Africa, through the use of a strategic

6| alliance, Team Florida Mssion, a Certified Trade EventsS
Program support of | ocal business. devel opnent prograns,

7 | export counseling, and representation in South Africa.

8| The conmm ttee substitute creates the Florida-Cari bbean Basin
Trade Initiative under. the Seaport Enploynent Training G ant

9 Progrank_rather than Enterprise Florida, Inc., the Florida
Export Finance Corporation, and the Florida Seaport ]

10 | Transportati on and. Econom ¢ DeveIoPnent Council, to assist
smal | " and nedi um si zed busi nesses to becone involved in

11| international trade activities in the Cari bbean Basin, The
program nust coordinate with, and not duplicate, services

12 | offered by Enterprise Florida, Inc.

13 | The establishnment of the programand initiative is contingent

14 upon the legislative appropriation of funds.
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