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By Representative R Diaz de la Portilla

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to public |odging

3 establ i shnents; creating s. 509.2017, F.S.

4 aut hori zing a public |odging establishment that

5 provi des accommobdati ons to evacuees during a

6 decl ared state of energency or an ordered

7 evacuation to charge an energency rate during a

8 specified period followi ng the state of

9 energency or evacuation; providing for

10 cal culating the energency rate; authorizing the
11 Depart nent of Business and Professiona

12 Regul ation to grant certain variances to the

13 energency rate; prohibiting a public I odging

14 establi shnent frominposing a mninmumstay for

15 a specified period following a state of

16 ener gency or evacuation; providing penalties;

17 requiring that the Departnent of Business and

18 Pr of essi onal Regul ati on adopt rules; providing

19 an effective date.
20
21| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
22
23 Section 1. Section 509.2017, Florida Statutes, is
24 | created to read:
25 509. 2017 Roomrates and mi ni num stays during a
26 | decl ared state of energency or an ordered evacuation. --
27 (1) During the 7 days imediately follow ng the
28 | declaration of a state of energency by the Governor or an
29 | evacuation ordered by the state or Federal Governnent, a
30| public |odging establishnent that provides acconmpdations to
31
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evacuees fromthe affected area may charge an energency rate

inlieu of the rate posted as provided in s. 509. 201

(a) The maxi num energency rate charged by a transient

public | odging establishnent nay not exceed by nore than 10

percent the average daily rate charged for the rented unit

during the 7 days preceding the initial date of the decl ared

state of energency or the evacuation. As used in this

par agraph, the term "average daily rate" includes al

di scounted rates, reduced rates, or special rates charged to

the public during the 7 days preceding the initial date of the

decl ared state of energency or evacuation

(b) The maxi num energency rate charged by a

nontransi ent public |odging establishnent nmay not exceed by

nore than 10 percent the usual nonthly rental rate for the

rented unit, prorated to a daily rate.

The Departnent of Business and Professi onal Regul ati on nay

grant a variance in the nethod of cal cul ati ng energency rates,

as defined by rule, upon a denonstration of need by the

est abl i shnent .

(2) During the 7 days imediately foll owing a decl ared

state of energency or ordered evacuation, a public | odging

establ i shnent that provides accommbdati ons to evacuees from

the affected area nmay not inpose a mininumstay of two or nore

days.
(3) Any public |odging establishnent that viol ates

this section is subject to the penalties provided in s.

509.261. In addition, the departnent nay require the

establishnent to refund to the evacuee any anount charged in

excess of the energency rate.
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1 (4) The Departnent of Business and Prof essiona

2 | Regul ation shall adopt rules to adninister this section

3 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.
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6 SENATE SUMVARY

7 Provides for public |odging establishnments that provide
accommodati ons to evacuees during a declared state of

8 energency_or an ordered evacuati on to charge an energency
rate for 7 days followng the state of enefgency or

9 evacuation. Prohibits an energency rate that exceeds 10
percent of the posted rate or "usual nonthly rental rate,

10 rorated to a daily rate, Authorizes the Departnent of

usi ness and ProfeSsional Regulation to grant a variance

11 to the_energency_rate upon a denpnstrati on of need.
Prohibits a public | odging establishnment frominposing a

12 m ni num stay of 2 or nbre days during the 7 days
followng a_state of energency or evacuation. Provides

13 enaltieS. Requires the Departnent of Business and

14 r of essi onal Regul ation to adopt rules.
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