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By Representatives Littlefield, Feeney and Roberts

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to adoption benefits for state

3 enpl oyees; creating s. 110.152, F.S.; providing

4 a nonetary benefit for a state enpl oyee who

5 adopts a child or a special needs child;

6 defining "special needs child" for purposes of

7 the act; providing procedure; providing for

8 eligibility for parental |eave; providing

9 condi tions of such leave; anending s. 110.221

10 F.S.; clarifying provisions with respect to

11 commencenent of parental |eave; providing

12 conform ng provisions; providing an effective

13 dat e.

14

15| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

16

17 Section 1. Section 110.152, Florida Statutes, is

18 | created to read:

19 110. 152 Adoption benefits for state enpl oyees;

20 | parental |eave.--

21 (1)(a) Any enpl oyee of the state who adopts a speci al
22 | needs child, as defined in paragraph (b), shall be entitled to
23| a nonetary benefit in the anobunt of $10,000. Any enpl oyee of
24 | the state who adopts a child, other than a special needs child
25| as defined in paragraph (b), shall be entitled to a nonetary
26 | benefit of $5, 000.

27 (b) For purposes of this section, a "special needs

28 | child" is a child whose pernmanent custody has been awarded to
29 | the Departnent of Children and Fanily Services or to a

30| licensed child-placing agency and is not |likely to be adopted
31 | because he or she is:
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Ei ght years of age or ol der

A person with a devel opnental disability.

A person with a physical or enotional handicap

O amnority race or of a racially m xed heritage.

A Eal I T

A nenber of a sibling group of any age, provided

two or nore nenbers of a sibling group remain together for the

pur poses of adopti on.

(2) An enployee of the state who adopts a child or a

speci al needs child nust apply to his or her agency head to

obtain the nonetary benefit provided in subsection (1).

Applications shall be on forns approved by the departnent and

nmust include a certified copy of the final order of adoption

nan ng the applicant as the adoptive parent.
(3) Nothing in this section shall affect the right of
any state enpl oyee who adopts a special needs child to receive

financial aid for adoption expenses pursuant to s. 409. 166 or

any other statute which provides financial incentives for the

adoption of children.

(4) Any enployee of the state who adopts a child or a

speci al needs child and who is the | egal guardian of the

adopted child and resides in the sane household as the adopted

child shall, upon adoption, be granted parental |eave for a

period not to exceed 6 nonths as provided in s. 110.221. The

parental |eave shall conmmence on the first day the child is

taken into the custody of the adoptive parent foll ow ng

execution of the final order of adoption by a court of

conpetent jurisdiction. Parental |eave granted under this

section shall be paid | eave for the first 6 weeks and unpai d

| eave for the remninder of the parental |leave period. |f the

enpl oyee is a salaried enployee, the salary of the enpl oyee

during the period of parental |eave shall be consistent with
2

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2000 HB 2081
731-112-00

1| the enployee's nornmal rate of pay prior to the conmencenent of
2 | parental | eave.
3 (5) A state enployee who is the adoptive parent of a
4| child or a special needs child and is on parental |eave as
5| provided in subsection (4) shall
6 (a) Remain eligible to receive enpl oyer-paid benefits.
7 (b) Continue to accrue paid leave tine as if he or she
8 | were on active enpl oynent status.
9 (c) Be allowed to utilize avail able sick | eave
10 | balances in order to receive pay during the unpaid portion of
11| the 6-nonth parental |eave period.
12 (d) If receiving disability benefits prior to the
13 | adoption, continue to receive disability benefits during the
14 | parental |eave period for the duration of the disabling
15 ] condition. However, disability benefits or pay received
16 | during the first 6 weeks of parental |eave shall not be
17 | doubl ed.
18 (e) Not be eligible for overtine or holiday pay.
19 | However, a holiday that occurs during the parental |eave
20 | period shall be counted as part of the parental |eave and
21| shall be a paid holiday if the enployee is on active status on
22 | the day preceding the holiday.
23 Section 2. Section 110.221, Florida Statutes, is
24 | anended to read:
25 110. 221 Parental or famly nedical |eave.--
26 (1) As used in this section, the term"fam|ly" neans a
27 | child, parent, or spouse, and the term"famly nedical |eave"
28 | neans | eave requested by an enpl oyee for a serious fanmly
29 | ill ness including an accident, disease, or condition that
30 | poses i mm nent danger of death, requires hospitalization
31| involving an organ transplant, |inb anputation, or other
3
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1| procedure of simlar severity, or any nental or physica

2| condition that requires constant in-hone care. The term

3| "parental |eave" neans |eave for the father or nother of a

4] child who is born to or adopted by that parent.

5 (2) The state shall not:

6 (a) Terninate the enploynent of any enployee in the

7 | career service because of the pregnancy of the enployee or the
8 | enpl oyee' s spouse or the adoption of a child by that enpl oyee.
9 (b) Refuse to grant to a career service enpl oyee

10 | parental or famly nedical |eave without pay for a period not
11 | to exceed 6 nonths. Such | eave shall comence on a date that
12 | is deternmi ned by the enployee in consultation with the

13 | attendi ng physician following notification to the enployer in
14 | witing, and that is approved by the enployer or, in the case
15| of adoption, on the first day the child is taken into the

16 | custody of the adoptive parent after execution of the fina

17 | order of adoption by the court, following notification to the
18 | enployer in witing, and approval by the enpl oyer.

19 (c) Deny a career service enployee the use of and
20 | paynent for annual leave credits for parental or famly
21 | nedical leave. Such |eave shall comrence on a date deternined
22 | by the enployee in consultation with the attendi ng physician
23| following notification to the enployer in witing or, in the
24 | case of adoption, on the first day the child is taken into the
25| custody of the adoptive parent after execution of the fina
26 | order of adoption by the court, following notification to the
27 | enployer in witing.
28 (d) Deny a career service enployee the use of and
29 | paynent for accrued sick | eave or famly sick | eave for any
30 | reason deened necessary by a physician or as established by
31| policy.
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(e) Require that a career service enpl oyee take a
mandat ory parental or famly nedical |eave
(3) Any enployee of the state who adopts a child shal

be subject to the conditions regardi ng parental |eave set
forth ins. 110.152.
(4) 3 Upon returning at the end of parental or famly

nedi cal | eave of absence, such enployee shall be reinstated to
the sane job or to an equivalent position with equival ent pay
and with seniority, retirenent, fringe benefits, and other
service credits accunulated prior to the | eave period. If any
portion of the parental or fanm |y nedical |eave is paid | eave,
the enpl oyee shall be entitled to accunul ate all benefits
granted under paid | eave status.

Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.
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HOUSE SUMVARY

Provi des a $5, 000 nonetary benefit for a state
who adopts a child and a $10, 000, npnetary bene
st at e, enpl oyee who adopts a speci al needs chi
"speci al needs child" for purposes of the act.
procedure.. Provides for eligibility for paren
and conditions of such | eave:
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