Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2000 HB 2089

By the Committee on Education Appropriations and
Representati ves Wse, Chestnut, Turnbull, Posey, Sorensen
Lacasa, Melvin, Constantine, Lynn and Henri quez

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the Florida Education

3 Fi nance Program creating s. 236.026, F.S.

4 establ i shing the exceptional student education
5 guar anteed al l ocation; anending s. 236.081

6 F.S.; revising provisions relating to

7 i nstruction outside the required nunber of

8 school days; revising the exclusion provisions
9 of the conputation of district required | oca

10 effort; requiring plaintiffs to provide the

11 di strict school board and the Departnment of

12 Education certain docunentation in litigation
13 affecting the assessed val ue of real property
14 above a specified anount; anendi ng s.

15 236. 08106, F.S.; renoving the cap on the fee

16 subsidy for eligible participants of the

17 Excel | ent Teaching Program repealing s

18 236.025, F.S., relating to the revised funding
19 nodel for exceptional student education
20 prograns; providing an effective date.
21
22| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
23
24 Section 1. Section 236.026, Florida Statutes, is
25| created to read:
26 236. 026 Exceptional student education guaranteed
27 | all ocation. - -
28 (1) The Legislature recogni zes that exceptiona
29 | students require suppl enental educational prograns and
30| services that are in addition to those provided for
31
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nonexceptional students. It is the intent of the Legislature
t hat :

(a) The educational prograns and services provided for

exceptional students be appropriate for their educationa

needs.
(b) State funds be appropriated for the purpose of

provi di ng suppl enental prograns and services for exceptiona

st udents.
(c) A guaranteed anount of funds be provided for

exceptional student education for each school district at the

begi nni ng of each school year

(d) The current state-nandated paperwork burden on

teachers for state funding for exceptional student education

be el i m nated.

(e) The state funding systemfor exceptional student

educati on be under standabl e and avoi d unnecessary conpl exity

and be equitable, predictable, flexible, identification

neutral, and placenent neutral, and that data requirenents,

recordkeepi ng, and reporting be kept at a reasonable |evel.

(2)(a) The exceptional student education guaranteed

allocation is established for the purposes of and as provided

in this section.
(b) Beginning with the 2000-2001 fiscal year, funds
appropriated in the Florida Educati on Fi nance Program for

exceptional students shall be provided in two separate

al | ocations, as follows:

1. Funds for basic education for exceptional students

shall be included in the appropriation for the FEFP

cal cul ation for basic education at the sane funding | evel per

student as provided for all nonexceptional students; and
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2. Additional funds for the exceptional student

educati on guaranteed al l ocation shall be appropriated as a

lunp sumto be used by school districts to provide prograns

and services for exceptional students that are in addition to

those provided fromthe funds in subparagraph 1

(3) School districts that are providi ng educati ona

services in the 1999-2000 fiscal year for exceptional students

who are residents of other school districts shall not

di sconti nue providing such services without the prior approval

of the Departnment of Educati on.

(4) Expenditure requirenments for the exceptiona

student education guaranteed all ocation shall be the sane as

those prescribed in s. 237.34(3) for prograns for exceptiona

students. The anmount of the appropriation for the exceptiona

student education guaranteed all ocation shall be as provided

in the General Appropriations Act annually, and the anount

al l ocated for each school district shall not be adjusted after

the initial allocation

Section 2. Paragraph (h) of subsection (1) and
par agraph (d) of subsection (4) of section 236.081, Florida
Statutes, are anended to read

236.081 Funds for operation of schools.--If the annua
all ocation fromthe Florida Education Finance Programto each
district for operation of schools is not determned in the
annual appropriations act or the substantive bill inplenenting
t he annual appropriations act, it shall be determ ned as
foll ows:

(1) COWPUTATI ON OF THE BASI C AMOUNT TO BE | NCLUDED FOR
OPERATI ON. - -The followi ng procedure shall be followed in
determ ning the annual allocation to each district for
oper ati on:
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(h) Coenroll nent tastructi-on—outside—r+eguretdrnurber
of—school—days. - - Students—i+n—grades—9—through—12—ray—be
I ot e I F . .
ded o I . I heol—d » I

. . r i hool I .
However|f a high school student wi shes to earn high schoo

credits froma comunity college and enrolls in one or nore

adult secondary education courses at the community coll ege,
the comunity coll ege shall be reinbursed for the costs

i ncurred because of the high school student's coenroll nent as
provided in the General Appropriations Act.

(4) COWPUTATI ON OF DI STRI CT REQUI RED LOCAL
EFFORT. - - The Legi sl ature shall prescribe the aggregate
required local effort for all school districts collectively as
an itemin the General Appropriations Act for each fisca
year. The anpunt that each district shall provide annually
toward the cost of the Florida Education Finance Program for
ki ndergarten through grade 12 prograns shall be cal cul ated as
foll ows:

(d) Exclusion.--

1. In those instances in which:

a.1+- There is litigation either attacking the
authority of the property appraiser to include certain
property on the tax assessnent roll as taxable property or
contesting the assessed val ue of certain property on the tax
assessnent roll, and

b. 2- The assessed val ue of the property in contest
i nvolves nore than 6 percent of the total nonexenpt assessnent
roll, the plaintiff shall provide to the district school board

of the county in which the property is located and to the

Departnent of Education a certified copy of the petition and
4
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1| receipt for the good faith paynent at the tinme they are filed
2| with the court.

3

4 | the—assessed—vatue—of theproperty—in—contest—shat—be

5 | exetuded—t+om-the—taxablte—vatuefor—school—purposes—for

6 | purposes—of—conputing—the—distriet—reguredtocat—effort—

7 2. For purposes of conputing the required local effort
8| for each district affected by such petition, the Departnent of
9 | Education shall exclude fromthe district's total nonexenpt
10 | assessnent roll the assessed val ue of the property in contest
11| and shall add the anmbunt of the good faith paynent to the

12 | district's required |local effort.

13 Section 3. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section
14 | 236. 08106, Florida Statutes, is anmended to read:

15 236. 08106 Excellent Teaching Program --

16 (2) The Excellent Teaching Programis created to

17 | provide categorical funding for nonetary incentives and

18 | bonuses for teaching excellence. The Departnent of Education
19 | shall distribute to each school district or to the NBPTS an
20 | anobunt as prescribed annually by the Legislature for the

21 | Excel l ent Teachi ng Program Unl ess ot herw se provided in the
22 | General Appropriations Act, each distribution shall be the sum
23 | of the anmpbunts earned for the follow ng incentives and

24 | bonuses:

25 (a) A fee subsidy to be paid by the Departnent of

26 | Education to the NBPTS on behal f of each individual who is an
27 | enpl oyee of a district school board or a public school within
28 | the school district, who is certified by the district to have
29 | denponstrated satisfactory teaching perfornmance pursuant to s.
30| 231.29 and who satisfies the prerequisites for participating
31| in the NBPTS certification program and who agrees, in
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witing, to pay 10 percent of the NBPTS participation fee and
to participate in the NBPTS certification programduring the
school year for which the fee subsidy is provided. The fee
subsidy for each eligible participant shall be an anobunt equa
to 90 percent of the fee charged for participating in the
NBPTS certification program—but—moet—rore—than—$1,-800per
eH-gibte—partiecipant. The fee subsidy is a one-tine award and

may not be duplicated for any individual

A teacher for whomthe state pays the certification fee and
who does not conplete the certification programor does not
teach in a public school of this state for a |least 1 year
after conpleting the certification program nust repay the
amount of the certification fee to the state. However, a
t eacher who conpletes the certification programbut fails to
be awarded NBPTS certification is not required to repay the
amount of the certification fee if the teacher neets the
1-year teaching requirenent. Repaynent is not required of a
t eacher who does not conplete the certification program or
fails to fulfill the teaching requirenent because of the
teacher's death or disability or because of other extenuating
ci rcunstances as deternined by the State Board of Education
Section 4. Section 236.025, Florida Statutes, is
r epeal ed
Section 5. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.
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2 HOUSE SUVMMARY

3
Est abl i shes the exceptional student education guaranteed

4 all ocation, and rePeaIs the revised fundi ng nodel for
exceptional student education programs, to conform

5 Revi ses provisions relating to inStruction outside the
requi red nunber of school days. Revises the exclusion

6 provi sions of the conputation of district required |ocal
effort to require plaintiffs to provide the district

7 school board and the Departnent of Education certain
docunentation in litigation affecting the assessed val ue

8 of real property above a specified amount. Renbves the
cap on the_fee subsidy for eligible participants of the

9 Excel | ent Teachi ng Program
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