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By the Committee on Education |Innovation and
Representatives Bainter and Mel vin

1 Abill to be entitled
2 An act relating to juvenile justice education
3 prograns; anending s. 230.02, F.S.; providing
4 for district school systens to provide
5 i nstructional personnel at certain juvenile
6 justice prograns; anmending s. 230.23161, F.S.
7 prescribing duties for the Departnent of
8 Juvenile Justice and the Departnment of
9 Educati on regardi ng providi ng educati ona
10 instruction to certain delinquent youths;
11 providing that certain full-tinme teachers are
12 eligible for the critical teacher shortage
13 tuition reinbursenent program requiring
14 certain delinquent youths to participate in
15 educational prograns; requiring a nulti-agency
16 pl an; anmending s. 232.032, F.S.; exenpting
17 youths in juvenile justice prograns from
18 certain immnization requirenents; anending s.
19 235.1975, F.S.; requiring the Departnment of
20 Juvenile Justice to notify the Departnent of
21 Education regarding certain actions taken
22 regardi ng the construction of new facilities;
23 anmendi ng s. 240.4064, F.S.; providing that
24 full-tine teachers in juvenile justice schools
25 are eligible for the critical teacher shortage
26 tuition reinbursenent program anending s.
27 985.227, F.S.; requiring that certain
28 i ncarcerated mnors be offered educati ona
29 services; providing conditions for the
30 services; creating s. 985.3155, F.S.; requiring
31 both departnents to develop a plan for
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1 vocational education in juvenile justice

2 facilities; providing powers, duties, and

3 gui delines for the plan; requiring a report;

4 anending s. 985.316, F.S.; providing for

5 conmpul sory participation in education prograns

6 by youths in custody; requiring a study;

7 requiring a review and the creation of a plan

8 provi di ng appropriations; providing an

9 ef fective date.

10

11| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

12

13 Section 1. Section 230.02, Florida Statutes, is

14 | anended to read:

15 230.02 Scope of district system--A district schoo
16 | system shall include all public schools, classes, and courses
17 | of instruction and all services and activities directly

18 | related to education in that district which are under the

19 | direction of the district school officials. A district schoo
20| systemmay al so include alternative site schools for
21 | disruptive or violent youth. Such schools for disruptive or
22 | violent youth nay be funded by each district or provided
23 | through cooperative prograns adni ni stered by a consortium of
24 | school districts, private providers, state and | ocal |aw
25 | enforcenent agencies, and the Departnment of Juvenile Justice.
26 | Pursuant to cooperative agreenent, a district school system
27 | shall provide instructional personnel at juvenile justice
28 | prograns of 50 or nore beds or slots with access to the
29 | district school system database for the purpose of accessing
30 | student academic, inmunization, and registration records for
31
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students assigned to the prograns. Such access shall be in the

sane manner as provided to other schools in the district.
Section 2. Subsections (1), (5), (7), (11), and (13)
of section 230.23161, Florida Statutes, are anended and

subsection (24) is added to said section, to read:

230. 23161 Educational services in Departnent of
Juvenil e Justice progranms. --

(1) The Legislature finds that education is the single
nost inportant factor in the rehabilitation of adjudicated
delinquent youth in the custody of the Departnent of Juvenile
Justice in detention or conmmitnent facilities. The Departnent
of Education shall serve as the | ead agency for juvenile
justice education prograns to ensure that curriculum support
services, and resources are provided to maxim ze the public's
investnent in the custody and care of these youth. To this
end, the Department of Education and the Departnent of
Juvenile Justice shall each designate a Coordi nator for
Juvenile Justice Education Prograns to serve as the point of
contact for resolving issues not addressed by local district
school boards and to ensure each departnent's participation in
the following activities:

(a) Training, collaborating, and coordinating with the
Departnent of Juvenile Justice, |ocal school districts,
educati onal contract providers, and juvenile justice
providers, whether state operated or contracted.

(b) Collecting information on the acadeni c perfornmance
of students in juvenile justice comrtnment and detention
prograns and reporting on the results.

(c) Devel opi ng acadeni c and vocati onal protocols that

provi de gui dance to school districts and providers in al

3
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aspects of education progranmm ng, including records transfer
and transition.

(d) Prescribing the roles of program personnel and
col | aboration strategi es between departnents, |ocal schoo

districts, or providers.

Annual |y, a cooperative agreenent and plan for juvenile

justice education service enhancenent shall be devel oped

bet ween t he Departnent of Juvenile Justice and the Depart nment

of Education and subnitted to the Secretary of Juvenile

Justice and the Conm ssioner of Education by June 30.

(5) A school day for any student serviced in a
Departnent of Juvenile Justice programshall be the sane as
specified in s. 228.041(13). Educational services shall be
provided at tinmes of the day nobst appropriate for the juvenile
justice program School programing in juvenile justice
detention, comitnent, and rehabilitation prograns shall be
made avail able by the local school district during the

juvenil e justice regutar school year, as defined in s.
228. 041( 43) ant—the—sumrer—school—by—thetocal—school
thi-st+iet-.

(7) Participation in the program by students of

conmpul sory school attendance age as provided for in s. 232.01
shall be mandatory. All students of nonconpul sory
school - att endance age who have not received a high schoo
di ploma or its equivalent shall participate in the educationa
program unless the student files a formal declaration of his
or her intent to termnminate school enrollment as described in
s. 232.01(1)(c) and is afforded the opportunity to attain a
general education devel opnent diploma prior to release froma
facility. A youth who has received a high school diplom or

4
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its equivalent and is not enployed shall participate in

wor kf orce devel opnent or other vocational or technica

education, or conmrunity college or university courses, while

in the program subject to avail abl e funding.

(11) The school district shall recruit and train
teachers who are interested, qualified, or experienced in
educating students in juvenile justice prograns. Students in
juvenile justice prograns shall be provided a wi de range of
educati onal prograns and opportunities including textbooks,
technol ogy, instructional support, and other resources
avail able to students in public schools. Teachers assigned to
educational prograns in juvenile justice settings in which the
school district operates the educational program shall be
sel ected by the school district in consultation with the
director of the juvenile justice facility. Educationa
prograns in juvenile justice facilities shall have access to
the substitute teacher pool utilized by the school district.
Full -tinme teachers working in juvenile justice school s,

whet her enpl oyed by a school district or a provider, shall be

eligible for the critical teacher shortage tuition

rei mbursenent program as defined by s. 240. 4064.
(13) The local school district shall fund the
education programin a Departnent of Juvenile Justice facility

at the sane or higher |evel of funding for equival ent students
in the county school system based on the funds generated by
state funding through the Florida Education Finance Program
for such students. It is the intent of the Legislature that
t he school district naximze its available local, state, and
federal funding to a juvenile justice program

(a) Juvenile justice education prograns shall be
funded in the appropriate FEFP program based on the

5
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1| educational services needed by the student for Departnent of

2 | Juvenile Justice prograns in accordance with s. 236.081

3 (b) Juvenile justice education prograns to receive the
4 | appropriate FEFP program fundi ng for Department of Juvenile

5| Justice prograns shall include those operated through a

6| contract with the Departnent of Juvenile Justice and which are
7 | under purview of the Departnent of Juvenile Justice quality

8 | assurance standards for education

9 (c) Consistent with the rules of the State Board of

10 | Education, local school districts are authorized and required
11 ) to request an alternative FTE survey for Departnment of

12 | Juvenil e Justice prograns experiencing fluctuations in student
13 | enrol | ment .

14 (d) FTE count periods shall be prescribed in rules of
15| the State Board of Education and shall be the sane for

16 | Departnent of Juvenile Justice prograns as for other public

17 | school prograns. The summer school period for students in

18 | Departnent of Juvenile Justice prograns shall begin on the day
19 | imediately following the end of the regular school year and
20| end on the day i nmedi ately precedi ng the subsequent regul ar
21 | school year. Students shall be funded for no nore than 25
22 | hours per week of direct instruction. TheDbepartrent—of
23 | Edueati-on—shaH—devetop—arnethod—which—captures—att—direet
24 | iastrueti-ohat—tire—provi-ded—to—such—students—during—the—surmer
25 | schoot—periot—
26 (24) The Departnent of Juvenile Justice and the
27 | Departnent of Education shall, in consultation with the
28 | statewi de Workforce Devel opnent Youth Council, schoo
29 | districts, providers, and others, jointly develop a
30 | multi-agency plan for vocational education which describes the
31| curriculum goals, and outcone neasures for vocationa
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1| programming in juvenile conmitnent facilities, pursuant to s.
2 | 985. 3115.

3 Section 3. Paragraph (e) of subsection (3) of section
4] 232.032, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

5 232.032 | mmuni zation agai nst conmuni cabl e di seases;

6 | school attendance requirenents; exenptions.--

7 (3) The provisions of this section shall not apply if:
8 (e) An authorized school official issues a tenporary
9| exenption, for a period not to exceed 30 school days, to

10| pernmit a child who transfers into a new county to attend cl ass
11 ) until his or her records can be obtai ned. The public schoo

12 | health nurse or authorized nonpublic school official is

13 | responsible for foll omup of each such child until proper

14 | docunentation or imrunizations are obtained. An exenption for
15| 30 days nay be issued for a child who enters a juvenile

16 | justice programto permt a child to attend class until his or
17 | her records or immunization can be obtained. An authorized

18 | juvenile justice official is responsible for foll owmup of each
19 | child until proper docunents or inmunization can be obtai ned.
20 Section 4. Section 235.1975, Florida Statutes, is

21 | anended to read

22 235. 1975 Cooperative Devel opnent of Educati ona

23| Facilities in Juvenile Justice Prograns. --

24 (1) The Departnent of Juvenile Justice shall provide

25| early notice to school districts regarding the siting of new
26 | juvenile justice facilities. School districts shall include
27 | the projected nunber of students in the districts' annua

28 | estimates. School districts nust shoeutd be consulted regardi ng
29 | the types of students expected to be assigned to conmtnent

30| facilities for education planning and budgeti ng purposes.

31
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(2) The Departnent of Juvenile Justice shall notify,
in witing, the Departnent of Education when a request for
proposals is issued for the construction or operation of a
commtnent or detention facility anywhere in the state. The
Departnent of Juvenile Justice shall notify, in witing, the
appropriate school district when a request for proposals is
i ssued for the construction or operation of a commtnent or
detention facility when a county or site is specifically
i denti fi ed.

(3) The Departnent of Juvenile Justice shall also +s
atso—regui+red—+to notify the district school superintendent
within 30 days after: ef

(a) The award of a contract for the construction or
operation of a commitnent or detention facility within that
school district.

(b) Obtaining a permit to begin construction of a new

detention or commitnent facility within that school district.

(4) Al juvenile justice educational facilities nust

neet the state requirenents for educational facilities

prescribed by rules of the State Board of Education. Begi nning

July 1, 2000, all facility designs or substantial renovations

pl ans nust be approved by the Departnent of Education prior to

construction. Juvenile justice facilities appropriated after

July 1, 2000, which do not neet education specifications after

that date shall not be certified for occupancy.

Section 5. Subsection (2) of section 240.4064, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

240. 4064 Critical teacher shortage tuition
rei mbursenent program - -

(2) The State Board of Education shall adopt rules to
i mpl erent the critical teacher shortage tuition reinbursenent
8
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1| program Any full-tinme public school enployee or

2 | devel opnental research school enployee, or teacher working

3| full time in a juvenile justice school whether enployed by a
4| school district or juvenile justice provider, who is certified
5|to teach in this state is eligible for the program For the
6 | purposes of this program tuition reinbursenent shall be
7]|limted to courses in critical teacher shortage areas as

8 | determ ned by the State Board of Education. Such courses

9| shall be:

10 (a) Gaduate-level courses leading to a naster's

11 | specialist, or doctoral degree;

12 (b) Gaduate-level courses leading to a new

13 | certification area; or

14 (c) State-approved undergraduate courses | eading to an
15 | advanced degree or new certification area.

16 Section 6. Paragraph (d) is added to subsection (3) of
17 | section 985.227, Florida Statutes, to read:

18 985. 227 Prosecution of juveniles as adults by the

19 | direct filing of an information in the crimnal division of
20| the circuit court; discretionary criteria; nmandatory

21 | criteria.--

22 (3) EFFECT OF DI RECT FILE. - -

23 (d) Mnors who have not graduated from hi gh school and
24 | eligible students under the age of 22 with disabilities who
25| have not graduated with a standard di pl oma or its equival ent
26 | who are incarcerated in county jails under this section shal
27 | be offered educational services by the local school district
281 in which the county jail is located. These educationa

29 | services shall be based upon the estinated | ength of tine the
30| youth will be in the county jail and the youth's current |evel
31| of functioning. School district superintendents or their

9
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desi gnees shall be notified by the | ocal sheriff upon the

assi gnnment of a youth under the age of 21 to the county jail.

A cooperative agreenent with the |local school district and

appl i cabl e | aw enforcenent units shall be devel oped to address

the notification requirenent and the provision of educationa

services to these youth.
Section 7. Section 985.3155, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

985. 3155 Multi-agency plan for vocational education.--

(1) The Departnent of Juvenile Justice and the

Departnent of Education shall, in consultation with the

st at ewi de Wor kf orce Devel opnent Youth Council, schoo

districts, providers, and others, jointly develop a

nmul ti-agency plan for vocational education that establishes

the curriculum goals, and outcone neasures for vocationa

prograns in juvenile conmmtnent facilities. The plan nust

i ncl ude:
(a) Provisions for maximzing appropriate state and

federal funding sources, including funds under the Wrkforce

| nvest ment Act and the Perkins Act;

(b) The responsibilities of both departnents and al

ot her appropriate entities; and

(c) A detailed inplenentation schedul e.

The plan nust be subnmitted to the Governor, the President of

the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives hy
May 1, 2001.
(2) The plan nust define vocational progranmm ng that

i s appropriate based upon

(a) The age and assessed educational abilities and

goal s of the youth to be served; and
10
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(b) The typical length of stay and cust ody

characteristics at the coimmitnent programto which each youth

i s assigned.

(3) The plan nust include a definition of vocationa

progranmi ng that includes the follow ng classifications of

commtnent facilities that will offer vocational progranm ng

by one of the foll owi ng types:

(a) Type A --Prograns that teach persona

accountability skills and behaviors that are appropriate for

youth in all age groups and ability levels and that lead to

work habits that help maintain enpl oynent and |iving

st andar ds.
(b) Type B.--Prograns that include Type A program

content and an orientation to the broad scope of career

choi ces, based upon personal abilities, aptitudes, and

interests. Exploring and gai ni ng know edge of occupation

options and the level of effort required to achieve themis an

essential prerequisite to skill training.

(c) Type C --Prograns that include Type A program

content and the vocational conpetencies or the prerequisites

needed for entry into a specific occupation

(4) The plan nust al so address strategies to

facilitate invol venment of business and industry in the design

delivery, and eval uation of vocational progranming in juvenile

justice conmitnent facilities and aftercare prograns,

i ncl udi ng apprenticeshi p and work experience prograns,

nentoring and job shadowi ng, and other strategies that lead to

postrel ease enpl oynent. |ncentives for business invol venent,

such as tax breaks, bonding, and liability limts should be

i nvestigated, inpl enented where appropriate, or reconrended to

the Legislature for consideration
11
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(5) The Departnent of Juvenile Justice and the

Departnent of Education shall each align its respective agency

policies, practices, technical nmanuals, contracts, quality

assurance standards, perfornmance-based budgeti ng neasures, and

out cone neasures with the plan in commitnent facilities by

July 31, 2001. Each agency shall provide a report on the

i npl erentation of this section to the Governor, the President

of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives
by August 31, 2001.
(6) Al provider contracts executed by the Departnent

of Juvenile Justice or a school district after January 1,

2002, nmust be aligned with the plan

(7) The planning and execution of quality assurance

reviews conducted by the Departnent of Education or the

Departnent of Juvenile Justice after August 1, 2002, nust be

aligned with the pl an.

(8) CQutcone neasures reported by the Departnent of

Juvenile Justice, the Departnent of Education, and the

Juvenile Justice Accountability Board for youth rel eased on or

after January 1, 2001, shall include outcone neasures that

conformto the plan.

Section 8. Subsection (5) is added to section 985. 316,
Fl orida Statutes, to read

985.316 Aftercare.--

(5) Participation in the educational program by

students of conpul sory school attendance age pursuant to s.

232.01 is mandatory for juvenile justice youth on aftercare or

postconmitnent community control status. A student of

nonconpul sory school attendance age who has not received a

hi gh school diploma or its equivalent nust participate in the

educati onal program A youth who has received a high schoo
12
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1| diplona or its equivalent and is not enployed nmust participate
2] in workforce devel opnent or other vocational or technica

3| education or attend a community college or a university while
4] in the program subject to avail abl e fundi ng.

5 Section 9. The Departnent of Education, in

6| consultation with the Departnent of Juvenile Justice, schoo

7| districts, and providers, shall conduct a study to determne

8 | the precise funding |l evel needed to provide the specialized

9 | education prograns, including academ ¢ and vocati ona

10 | prograns, to youth in juvenile justice progranms. The results
11 ) of this study may be used to establish a uni que program cost
12 | factor beginning in fiscal year 2001-2002 for juvenile justice
13 | education prograns. The results of the study nust be presented
14| to the Governor and Legislature by January 1, 2001. The sum of
15 [$100, 000 in nonrecurring general revenue is appropriated from
16 | the General Revenue Fund to the Departnent of Education for

17 | the purpose of conducting the study.

18 Section 10. The Departnent of Education, in

19 | consultation with the Departnent of Juvenile Justice, shal

20 | conduct a review and anal ysis of existing education facilities
21| in Departnment of Juvenile Justice facilities to determ ne the
22 | adequacy of the facilities for educational use. This

23 | information nust be used to generate a 3-year plan to provide
24 | adequat e space, equi pnent, furnishings, and technol ogy,

25| including retrofitting. The Departnment of Education shal

26 | submit this plan to the Governor, the President of the Senate,
27 | the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the Secretary
28 | of Juvenile Justice by January 1, 2001. The plan nust contain
29 | sufficient detail for the devel opnent of a fixed capita

30 | outl ay budget request. The sum of $100,000 in nonrecurring

31| general revenue is appropriated fromthe General Revenue Fund

13
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to the Departnent of Education for the purpose of conducting

t he study.
Section 11. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.
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