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HB 2123, First Engrossed/ntc

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to public records; providing an
exenption fromthe public records requirenents
for information that reveals the identify of
appl i cants and recipients of child-support
services in the possession of a non-Title IV-D
county chil d-support-enforcenent agency;
providing for future |l egislative review and
repeal ; providing a finding of public
necessity; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. (1) Any information that reveals the

identity of applicants for or recipients of child-support

services, including the nane, address, and tel ephone nunber of

such persons, in the possession of a non-Title |IV-D county

chi | d- support-enforcenent agency is confidential and exenpt

from public disclosure pursuant to section 119.07(1), Florida
Statutes, and Section 24(a) of Article | of the State
Constitution. The use or disclosure of such infornmation by the

non-Title IV-D county chil d-support-enfocenent agency is

limted to the purposes directly connected with:

(a) Any investigation, prosecution, or crimnal or

civil proceeding connected with the admi nistration of any

non-Title IV-D county chil d-support-enforcenent program and

(b) Mandatory disclosure of identifying and | ocation

information as provided in section 61.13(9), Florida Statutes,

by the non-Title IV-D county chil d-support-enforcenent agency

when providing non-Title |V-D services.
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(c) Mandatory disclosure of information as required by
sections 409.2577, 61.181, 61.1825, and 61.1826, Florida
Statutes, and Title IV-D of the Social Security Act.

(2) The county chil d-support-enforcenent agency shal

not disclose information that identifies by nane and address

an applicant or recipient of child-support services or the

wher eabouts of such party or child to another person agai nst

whom a protective order with respect to the forner party or

the child has been entered if the county agency has reason to

believe that the release of information to such person could

result in physical or enptional harmto the party or the
chil d.
(3) As used in this section, "county child support

enf or cenent agency" neans a department, division, or other

agency of a county governnent which is operated by such county

to provide child support enforcenent services to county

resi dents.
(4) This section is subject to the Open Gover nnment

Sunset Review Act of 1995 in accordance with section 119.15
Florida Statutes, and shall stand repeal ed on Cctober 2, 2005,
unl ess revi ewed and saved fromrepeal through reenactnent by

the Legi sl ature.

Section 2. The Legislature finds that it is a public

necessity to exenpt fromdi sclosure pursuant to section
119.07(1), Florida Statutes, and Section 24 of Article | of
the State Constitution, all identifying informati on concerning

applicants for and recipients of child-support services which

is in the possession of non-Title |V-D county

chi | d- support -enforcenent agencies. The Legi sl ature recogni zes

that all persons served by a non-Title IV-D county

chi | d- support-enforcenent agency are eligible to receive
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services fromthe Departnent of Revenue, the state's Title

| V-D agency. The Legislature further recogni zes that

i nformati on concerni ng applicants for and recipients of

chi |l d- support services who are served by these county agencies

woul d ot herwi se be exenpt from di sclosure pursuant to section
409. 2579, Florida Statutes, if served by the Departnent of
Revenue. Therefore, because provision of child-support

servi ces by such county agenci es provides a useful and

appropriate alternative to the chil d-support services provided

by the state, the Legislature finds that persons served by

such county agencies should be entitled to sinilar disclosure

protections afforded to persons receiving chil d-support

services fromthe state. Additionally, the Legislature finds

that nany of the chil d-support-enforcenent cases handl ed by

t hese agencies are al so donestic viol ence cases. In such

cases, agency clients have been subjected to donestic viol ence

or abuse and fear for their |lives and those of their m nor

children. The Legislature further finds that federal and state

law currently prohibit the disclosure of information

concerning clients served by the Title IV-D cases when a

protective order has been issued or the Title |IV-D agency has

reason to believe that disclosure of information may result in

physical or enotional harmto the client or child and w shes

to extend sinilar protections to the clients of non-Title IV-D

county chil d-support-enforcenent agencies. Therefore, the

Legi sl ature deternines that public disclosure, of the

i nformati on concerni ng applicants for, or recipients of

chi |l d- support services fromcounty chil d-support-enforcenent

agencies is outweighed by the risk of harmto the persons and

children and that there is present need to exenpt such
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information fromdi scl osure under the public records | aws of

this state.
Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.
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