Florida Senate - 2000 SB 2138

By Senator Latvala

19- 890- 00
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to thoroughbred horse racing;
3 anending s. 550.155, F.S.; requiring counties
4 to approve certain capital inprovenents by
5 permitholders in certain situations; anending
6 s. 550.2614, F.S.; providing for nmenbership in
7 a horsenen's association for owners and
8 trainers; authorizing paynment of a percentage
9 of the purse to provide assistance or relief to
10 certain persons associated w th thoroughbred
11 raci ng; authorizing the Division of Pari-nutue
12 Wageri ng of the Departnent of Business and
13 Prof essi onal Regulation to adopt rules and to
14 audit the use of such funds; anending s.
15 550. 3551, F.S.; conform ng provisions;
16 providing an effective date.
17
18 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
19
20 Section 1. Section 550.2614, Florida Statutes, is
21 | anended to read
22 (Substantial rewording of section. See
23 s. 550.2614, F.S., for present text.)
24 550. 2614 Horsenen's associ ati on; menbershi p;
25| responsibilities.--
26 (1) Upon receiving a license, each thoroughbred owner
27 | and trainer shall receive automatic nmenbership in Florida
28 | Horsenen' s Benevol ent and Protective Association, Inc., unless
29 | within 30 cal endar days after receiving a license, the
30 | i ndi vidual declines such nenbership in witing. The division
31| shall nonitor the nenbership rolls of the association to

1
CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




da Senate - 2000 SB 2138
0-00

1| ensure that conplete, accurate, and tinely listings are

2| maintained for the purposes specified in this section and s.

3 | 550. 3551.

4 (2) Each licensee that holds a pernmit for thoroughbred
5] horse racing shall deduct fromthe total purse pool 1 percent
6| of the total purse pool and shall pay that anmpbunt to the

7| Fl ori da Horsenen's Benevol ent and Protective Associ ation, |nc.
8|lor its affiliate for the purpose of providing for the benefit,
9| aid, assistance, and relief of thoroughbred owners, trainers,
10 | exercise riders, groons, stable attendants, and other

11 | t horoughbred raci ng personnel enployed in connection with

12 | racing, and their spouses and children, who denpnstrate a need
13 | for financial assistance connected with death, illness, or

14 | off-the-job injury and who are not otherw se covered by health
15| or welfare plans, workers' conpensation, social security,

16 | public assistance, or any type of health, nedical, death, or
17 | accident insurance. The Florida Horsenen's Benevol ent and

18 | Protective Association, Inc. shall represent all horsenen's
19 | interests and property rights in dealing with thoroughbred

20| permithol ders and shall generally pronpte the sport of

21 | thoroughbred horse racing.

22 (3) The division shall adopt rules to adm nister this
23 | section and shall audit the distribution of the funds to

24 | assure that the funds are being used in accordance with this
25| secti on.

26 Section 2. Paragraph (a) of subsection (6) of section
27 | 550. 3551, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

28 550. 3551 Transmi ssion of racing and jai alali

29 | information; commingling of pari-nutuel pools.--

30 (6)(a) A maxi mum of 20 percent of the total nunber of
31| races on which wagers are accepted by a greyhound permthol der
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not |ocated as specified in s. 550.615(6) nmay be received from
| ocations outside this state. A pernmitholder nmay not conduct
fewer than eight live races or ganes on any authorized race
day except as provided in this subsection. A thoroughbred

perm thol der may not conduct fewer than eight |ive races on
any race day without the witten approval of the Florida

Thor oughbred Breeders' Association and the Florida Horsenen's

Benevol ent and Protective Associ ation, |nc. hersenren—s—group

tratners—in—thi-s—state— A harness permithol der may conduct
fewer than eight live races on any authorized race day, except
that such permthol der nmust conduct a full schedule of |ive
racing during its race neet consisting of at |east eight live
races per authorized race day for at |east 100 days. Any
har ness horse pernithol der that during the preceding racing
season conducted a full schedule of live racing may, at any
time during its current race neet, receive full-card
broadcasts of harness horse races conducted at harness
racetracks outside this state at the harness track of the
perm t hol der and accept wagers on such harness races. Wth
specific authorization fromthe division for special racing
events, a permtholder nmay conduct fewer than eight |ive races
or ganes when the pernithol der al so broadcasts out-of-state
races or ganes. The division nmay not grant nore than two such
exceptions a year for a pernmitholder in any 12-nonth peri od,
and those two exceptions nmay not be consecutive.

Section 3. Subsection (2) of section 550.155, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

550. 155 Pari-nutuel pool within track encl osure;
t akeouts; breaks; penalty for purchasing part of a pari-nutue
pool for or through another in specified circunstances.--
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(2) The pernitholder's share of the takeout is that
portion of the takeout that remains after the pari-nutuel tax
i mposed upon the contributions to the pari-nutuel pool is
deducted fromthe takeout and paid by the permithol der. The
takeout is deducted fromall pari-nutuel pools but nay be
di fferent depending on the type of pari-nutuel pool. The
perm thol der shall informthe patrons, either through the
official programor via the posting of signs at conspi cuous
| ocations, as to the takeout currently being applied to handl e
at the facility. A capital inprovenent proposed by a
perm thol der licensed under this chapter to a pari-nutue
facility existing on June 23, 1981, which capital inprovenent
requires, pursuant to any nunicipal or county ordinance,
resolution, or regulation, the qualification or approval of
the nmunicipality or county wherein the permthol der conducts
its business operations, shall receive approval unless the
muni cipality or county is able to show that the proposed
i mprovenent presents a justifiable and i medi ate hazard to the
health and safety of nunicipal or county residents, provided
the pernitholder pays to the nmunicipality or county the cost
of a building permt and provided the capital inprovenent
neets the following criteri a:

(a) The inprovenent does not qualify as a devel opnent
of regional inpact as defined in s. 380.06; and

(b) The inprovenent is contiguous to or within the
existing pari-nutuel facility site. To be contiguous, the
site of the inmprovenent nust share a sufficient common
boundary with the present pari-nutuel facility to allow full
and free access w thout crossing a public roadway, public
wat erway, or simlar barrier.

Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Revi ses provisions related to thoroughbred raplnP.
Provi des that owners and trainers aré automatically
nenbers of the Florida Horsenen's Benevol ent and
Protective Association, Inc., unless they decline
nmenber ship upon |icensure. Requires pernitholders to

contribute 1 percent of the total purse to the
association to provide benefits for specified horsenen
and their famlies in certain situations. Provides for
the adoption of rules and for audits. Requires counties
to apBrove certain capital inmprovenents by permthol ders.
(See bill for details.)
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