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Florida Senate - 2000 SB 2156
By Senat or Hol zendor f

2-1355-00
A bill to be entitled
An act relating to health insurance; anending
S. 624.215, Florida Statutes; defining the term
"mandat ed health benefit"; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 624.215, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

624. 215 Proposals for |egislation which nmandates
heal th benefit coverage; review by Legislature.--

(1) LEG SLATIVE | NTENT. --The Legislature finds that
there is an increasing nunber of proposals which nandate that
certain health benefits be provided by insurers and health
nmai nt enance organi zati ons as conponents of individual and
group policies. The Legislature further finds that many of
t hese benefits provide beneficial social and health
consequences which may be in the public interest. However,
the Legislature also recognizes that nost nandated benefits
contribute to the increasing cost of health insurance
premuns. Therefore, it is the intent of the Legislature to
conduct a systematic review of current and proposed nandat ed
or mandatorily offered health coverages and to establish
gui delines for such a review. This review w |l assist the
Legi sl ature in determ ning whether nmandating a particul ar
coverage is in the public interest.

(2) DEFINTION. --For purposes of this section, a
mandat ed health benefit" is a statutory requirenent inposed

upon health benefit plans offered by health insurers or health

nmai nt enance organi zations to provide their insureds,
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policyhol ders, or subscribers with coverage for specific

health care services, treatnents, drugs, or supplies; coverage

for particular health conditions; coverage for certain

providers of health care services; or coverage for certain

persons because of their relation to the covered individual
(3) €2y MANDATED HEALTH COVERAGE; REPORT TO AGENCY FOR

HEALTH CARE ADM NI STRATI ON AND LEG SLATI VE COW TTEES;

GUI DELI NES FOR ASSESSI NG | MPACT. - - Every person or organi zation

seeki ng consi deration of a |egislative proposal which would

mandate a health coverage or the offering of a health coverage
by an insurance carrier, health care service contractor, or
heal t h mai nt enance organi zati on as a conponent of individua

or group policies, shall submt to the Agency for Health Care
Adm ni stration and the | egislative comrttees having
jurisdiction a report which assesses the social and financi al

i npacts of the proposed coverage. CQuidelines for assessing the
i mpact of a proposed mandated or nandatorily offered health
coverage, to the extent that information is available, shal

i ncl ude:

(a) To what extent is the treatnent or service
general ly used by a significant portion of the popul ation

(b) To what extent is the insurance coverage generally
avai | abl e.

(c) If the insurance coverage is not generally
avail abl e, to what extent does the | ack of coverage result in
persons avoi di ng necessary health care treatnent.

(d) If the coverage is not generally available, to
what extent does the |ack of coverage result in unreasonable
financi al hardship.

(e) The level of public demand for the treatnent or
servi ce.
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(f) The level of public denand for insurance coverage
of the treatnment or service.

(g) The level of interest of collective bargaining
agents in negotiating for the inclusion of this coverage in
group contracts.

(h) To what extent will the coverage increase or
decrease the cost of the treatnent or service.

(i) To what extent will the coverage increase the
appropriate uses of the treatnent or service

(j) To what extent will the nandated treatnent or
service be a substitute for a nore expensive treatnent or
servi ce.

(k) To what extent will the coverage increase or
decrease the adm nistrative expenses of insurance conpanies
and the prem um and admi ni strative expenses of policyhol ders.

(1) The inpact of this coverage on the total cost of
health care

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.
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SENATE SUWMMARY
Defines the term"mandated health benefit" for purposes

of assessing the effects of |egislative proposals
mandat i ng bénefits.
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