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3¥ Representatives Levine, Littlefield, Reddick, Garcia
and sserman Schul tz

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the death penalty; anending

3 ss. 921.141 and 921.142, F.S.; prohibiting the

4 court forminposing the death penalty unless

5 reconmended by a super mmjority of the jurors;

6 providing applicability; providing an effective

7 dat e.

8

9| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

10

11 Section 1. Subsection (3) of section 921.141, Florida
12 | Statutes, is anended to read:

13 921. 141 Sentence of death or life inprisonnent for

14 | capital felonies; further proceedings to determnine sentence.--
15 (3) FINDINGS IN SUPPORT OF SENTENCE OF DEATH.--The

16 | death penalty may only be inposed by the court if reconrended
17 | by a vote of at least 10 jurors in favor of the sentence of
18 | death. Notwi t hstandi ng the reconmendati on of a—+majerity—of

19| the jury, the court, after weighing the aggravating and

20 | mtigating circunstances, nmay shat enter a sentence of life
21 | i nprisonnent . er—death,—but- If the court inposes a sentence of
22 | death, it shall set forth in witing its findings upon which
23 | the sentence of death is based as to the facts:

24 (a) That sufficient aggravating circunstances exi st as
25| enunerated in subsection (5), and

26 (b) That there are insufficient nitigating

27 | circunstances to outwei gh the aggravating circunstances.

28

29| In each case in which the court inposes the death sentence,
30| the determination of the court shall be supported by specific
31| witten findings of fact based upon the circunstances in
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subsections (5) and (6) and upon the records of the trial and
t he sentenci ng proceedings. If the court does not nake the
findings requiring the death sentence within 30 days after the
rendition of the judgnment and sentence, the court shall inpose
sentence of life inprisonnent in accordance with s. 775.082.

Section 2. Subsection (4) of section 921.142, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

921. 142 Sentence of death or life inprisonnent for
capital drug trafficking felonies; further proceedings to
det ermi ne sentence. - -

(4) FINDINGS IN SUPPORT OF SENTENCE OF DEATH.--The
death penalty may only be inposed by the court if recommended

by a vote of at least 10 jurors in favor of the sentence of
deat h. Not wi t hst andi ng t he recomendati on of a—rmajority—of the
jury, the court, after weighing the aggravating and nitigating

ci rcunmst ances, nmay shat enter a sentence of life
i npri sonnent . er—death—but | f the court inposes a sentence of
death, it shall set forth in witing its findings upon which
the sentence of death is based as to the facts:

(a) That sufficient aggravating circunstances exi st as
enunerated in subsection (6), and

(b) That there are insufficient nitigating
ci rcunstances to outwei gh the aggravating circunstances.

In each case in which the court inposes the death sentence,
the deternmination of the court shall be supported by specific
written findings of fact based upon the circunstances in
subsections (6) and (7) and upon the records of the trial and
t he sentencing proceedings. |f the court does not nmke the
findings requiring the death sentence within 30 days after the
rendition of the judgnment and sentence, the court shall inpose
2
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sentence of life inprisonnent in accordance with s. 775.082,
and that person shall be ineligible for parole.

Section 3. The provisions of this act apply to crines
commtted after July 1, 2000.

Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.
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s.that a super mpjority of at |east 10 jurors mnust

vi de a
e to inpose the death sentéence for the death sentence
be i ed. See bill for details.
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