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1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to adoption benefits for state
3 and wat er nmanagenent district enpl oyees;
4 creating s. 110.152, F.S.; providing a nonetary
5 benefit for a state enpl oyee who adopts a
6 speci al -needs child; providing a nonetary
7 benefit for a state enpl oyee who adopts a child
8 not defined as a special -needs child; defining
9 the term "special -needs child" for purposes of
10 the act; providing procedure; providing for
11 eligibility for parental |eave; providing
12 condi tions of such leave; authorizing the
13 Depart nent of Management Services to adopt
14 rul es; providing an appropriation; providing an
15 ef fective date.
16
17 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
18
19 Section 1. Section 110.152, Florida Statutes, is
20| created to read:
21 110. 152 Adoption benefits for state or water
22 | managenent district enpl oyees; parental |eave.--
23 (1)(a) Any enployee of the state or of a water
24 | managenent district who adopts a special -needs child, as
25| defined in paragraph (b), is eligible to receive a nonetary
26 | benefit in the anount of $10,000 per child, $5,000 of which is
27 | payable in equal nonthly installments over a 2-year period.
28 | Any enpl oyee of the state or of a water nmanagenent district
29 | who adopts a child, other than a special-needs child as
30 | defined in paragraph (b), shall be eligible to receive a
31| nonetary benefit in the anount of $5,000 per child, $2,000 of
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1| which is payable in equal nonthly installnents over a 2-year

2 | peri od.

3 (b) For purposes of this section, a "special-needs

4] child" is a child whose pernanent custody has been awarded to
5| the Departnment of Children and Family Services or to a

6| Florida-licensed child-placing agency and who is not likely to
7 | be adopt ed because he or she is:

8 1. Eight years of age or ol der

9 2. A person with a devel opnental disability.

10 3. A person with a physical or enptional handi cap

11 4, O anmnority race or of a racially nmixed heritage.
12 5. A nenber of a sibling group of any age, provided

13| that two or nore nenbers of a sibling group renmin together

14 | for the purposes of adoption.

15 (2) An enployee of the state or of a water nmanagenent
16 | district who adopts a special-needs child nust apply to his or
17 | her agency head to obtain the nonetary benefit provided in

18 | subsection (1). Applications nust be on fornms approved by the
19 | departnent and nust include a certified copy of the fina

20 | order of adoption naning the applicant as the adoptive parent.
21 (3) Nothing in this section shall affect the right of
22 | any state enpl oyee who adopts a special-needs child to receive
23| financial aid for adoption expenses pursuant to s. 409. 166 or
24 | any other statute that provides financial incentives for the
25 | adoption of children

26 (4) Any enployee of the state or of a water nmanagenent
27 | district who has a child placed in the custody of the enpl oyee
28 | for adoption, and who continues to resides in the sane

29 | household as the child placed for adoption, shall be granted
30| parental leave for a period not to exceed 6 nonths as provided
31|in s. 110.221.
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Section 2. The Departnent of Managenent Services nay

adopt rules to administer the provisions of this act.

Section 3. The sum of $140,000 in appropriated from

nonrecurring general revenue to the Departnent of Managenent

Services for the purpose of admi nistering the provisions of
this act during the 2000-2001 fiscal year

Section 4. This act shall take effect October 1, 2000,
and shall apply to adoptions finalized on and after that date.

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
CS/ SB 2208

Provi des a nonetary bepefit of $5,000 for a state enpl oyee or
wat er managenent district enployee who adopts a child not
defined as a speci al -needs child.

Au}horlzes t he Departnent of Managenent Services to adopt
rul es

proPrlates $140, 000 fromthe General Revenue Fund to the

Depart ment of Managenent Services to inplenment the provisions
of the act.
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