Florida Senate - 2000 SB 2218
By Senator Diaz-Bal art

37-1330-00
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to postsecondary education
3 anending s. 120.81, F. S.; providing that
4 certain exceptions provided for the adoption
5 and publication of rules by educational units
6 do not apply to policies, procedures, or rules
7 adopted by community coll ege boards of
8 trustees; anending ss. 240.152, 240.153, F.S.
9 requiring the State Board of Education, the
10 Board of Regents, and the State Board of
11 Community Coll eges to adopt rules with respect
12 to individuals who have disabilities; anmending
13 ss. 240.311, 240.325, F.S.; providing
14 addi tional rul emaking authority for the State
15 Board of Community Col |l eges; requiring the
16 State Board of Comrunity Coll eges to adopt by
17 rul e standards of operation and criteria for
18 maki ng certain recommendations; deleting an
19 obsol ete provision relating to a report;
20 requiring the State Board of Conmunity Coll eges
21 to adopt rul es governi ng standards and
22 gui delines fornerly prescribed by the State
23 Board of Education; providing an effective
24 dat e.
25
26 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
27
28 Section 1. Subsection (1) of section 120.81, Florida
29| Statutes, is anended to read:
30 120. 81 Exceptions and special requirenents; genera
31| areas. --
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(1) EDUCATIONAL UNITS. - -

(a) Notwithstanding s. 120.536(1) and the flush |eft
provisions of s. 120.52(8), district school boards may adopt
rules to inplenent their general powers under s. 230.22.

(b) The preparation or nodification of curricula by an
educational unit is not a rule as defined by this chapter

(c) Notwithstanding s. 120.52(15), any tests, test
scoring criteria, or testing procedures relating to student
assessnent which are devel oped or administered by the
Departnent of Education pursuant to s. 229.57, s. 232.245, s.
232.246, or s. 232.247, or any other statew de educationa
tests required by law, are not rules.

(d) Notwi thstandi ng any other provision of this
chapter, educational units shall not be required to include
the full text of the rule or rule anendnment in notices
relating to rules and need not publish these or other notices
in the Florida Adnministrative Wekly, but notice shall be
nade:

1. By publication in a newspaper of genera
circulation in the affected area;

2. By mail to all persons who have made requests of
t he educational unit for advance notice of its proceedi ngs and
to organi zations representing persons affected by the proposed
rul e; and

3. By posting in appropriate places so that those
particul ar cl asses of persons to whomthe intended action is
directed may be duly notifi ed.

(e) Notwithstanding s. 120.52(15), as used in this
subsection the term"rule" does not include policies,

procedures, or rules of community coll ege boards of trustees

whi ch i nvol ve standards of adm ssion, academ ¢ advancenent,
2
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academ c credit, graduation and the granting of degrees,

enpl oynent rel ati onshi ps, or fiscal processes.

(f) ey Educational units, other than units of the
State University Systemand the Florida School for the Deaf
and the Blind, shall not be required to make filings with the

commttee of the docunents required to be filed by s. 120.54
or s. 120.55(1) (a)4.

(9g) tH)> Notwi thstanding s. 120.57(1)(a), hearings which
i nvol ve student disciplinary suspensions or expul sions may be
conduct ed by educational units.

(h) tg) Sections 120.569 and 120.57 do not apply to any
proceeding in which the substantial interests of a student are
determ ned by the State University Systemor a community
college district. The Board of Regents shall establish a
commttee, at |least half of whom shall be appointed by the
Council of Student Body Presidents, which shall establish
rul es and gui delines ensuring fairness and due process in
judicial proceedings involving students in the State
Uni versity System

(i) th)y Notw t hstandi ng ss. 120.569 and 120.57, in a
hearing invol ving a student disciplinary suspension or
expul si on conducted by an educational unit, the 14-day notice
of hearing requirenent may be wai ved by the agency head or the
hearing officer without the consent of parties.

(j) ) For purposes of s. 120.68, a district school
board whose decision is reviewed under the provisions of s.
231. 36 and whose final action is nodified by a superior
admi ni strative decision shall be a party entitled to judicial
review of the final action.

(k) 5> Notwi t hstanding s. 120.525(2), the agenda for a
special neeting of a district school board under authority of
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1| s. 230.16 shall be prepared upon the calling of the neeting,

2| but not less than 48 hours prior to the neeting.

3 (1) k) Students are not persons subject to regulation

4| for the purposes of petitioning for a variance or waiver to

5| rules of educational units under s. 120.542.

6 Section 2. Section 240.152, Florida Statutes, is

7 | anended to read:

8 240. 152 Individuals who have disabilities tapat+red—and
9 | tearning—disabled—persons; adm ssion to postsecondary

10| institutions; substitute requirenents; rules.--Any person who
11 ) is hearing inpaired, visually inpaired, speech inpaired,

12 | otherwi se physically inpaired, or dyslexic, or who has a

13 | specific learning disability or a physical or nental

14 | inpairnent as defined by rule of the State Board of Education
15| shall be eligible for reasonable substitution for any

16 | requirenent for admission to a state university, comunity

17 | coll ege, or postsecondary degree—career education institution
18 | where docunentation can be provided that the person's failure
19| to neet the admi ssion requirenent is related to the
20 | disability. The State Board of Education, the Board of
21 | Regents, and the State Board of Community Coll eges shall adopt
22 | rules to inplenent this section and shall devel op substitute
23 | admi ssion requi renents where appropriate.
24 Section 3. Section 240.153, Florida Statutes, is
25 | anended to read:
26 240. 153 I ndividuals who have disabilities tapat+red—and
27 | tearning—di-sabled—persons; graduation, study program
28 | admi ssion, and upper-division entry; substitute requirenents;
29 | rules.--Any student in a state university, community coll ege,
30 | or other postsecondary degree—career education institution who
31| is hearing inpaired, visually inpaired, speech inpaired
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ot herwi se physically inpaired, or dyslexic, or who has a

specific learning disability or a physical or nental

i mpai rnent as defined by rule of the State Board of Education

shall be eligible for reasonable substitution for any

requi renment for graduation, for admission into a program of
study, or for entry into upper division where docunentation
can be provided that the person's failure to neet the
requirenent is related to the disability and where the failure
to neet the graduation requirenent or program adm ssion

requi rement does not constitute a fundanental alteration in
the nature of the program The State Board of Education, the
Board of Regents, and the State Board of Comrunity Col |l eges
shal | adopt rules to inplenent this section and shall devel op
substitute requirenents where appropriate.

Section 4. Paragraphs (g) and (j) of subsection (3),
par agraph (c) of subsection (5), and paragraph (d) of
subsection (8) of section 240.311, Florida Statutes, are
amended to read:

240. 311 State Board of Community Col | eges; powers and
duties. --

(3) The State Board of Comunity Coll eges shall

(g) Specify, by rul e, Recomrentd—to—the—StateBoard—of
BEdueat+onr m ni rum st andards for the operation of each

community college as required in s. 240.325, which standards
may include, but are not limted to, general qualifications of
personnel, budgeting, accounting and financial procedures,
educati onal prograns, student adm ssions and services, and
communi ty services.

(j) Establish, by rule,criteria for naking
reconmendations relative to nodifying district boundary |ines
and for maki ng recomendati ons upon all proposals for the
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establi shnent of additional centers, instructional sites,or

canmpuses for community coll eges.

(5) The State Board of Comrunity Colleges is
responsi ble for review ng and admi nistering the state program
of support for the Florida Community Col |l ege System and,
subject to existing | aw, shall:

(c) Provide for and coordinate inplenentation of the
community coll ege program fund in accordance with provisions
of ss. 240.359 and 240.323 and in accordance with rules of the
State Board of Community Col | eges Education

(8)

St-ate—Board—of —Cormuni-ty—CoH-eges—shat—report—oen—the
iaptrerentati-on—of—this—section—to—the—Speaker—of—theHouse—-of
Representati-ves—and—thePrestdent—of—the—Senate—

Section 5. Section 240.325, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

240. 325 M ni mum st andards, definitions, and guidelines
for community colleges.--Subject to s. 240.311(2),the State
Board of Community Col | eges nmay Eduecation—shatt prescribe, by

rul e, mi ni rum st andards, definitions, and guidelines for
community colleges and the Division of Conmunity Col | eges

which will assure the quality of education, system de
coordination, and efficient progress toward attai nnent of the
community college nission. At a nmininmm the State Board of

Community Col |l eges shall adopt these rules that nust address:

(1) Personnel

(2) Contracting.

(3) Programofferings and classification including
col | ege-1 evel communication and conputation skills associated
wi th successful performance in college, with tests and ot her

6

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N O O W DN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRRRPRPEPR R R R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIRPLO O ®~NOO®UuDWNPRER O

da Senate - 2000 SB 2218
30-00

assessnent procedures which neasure student achi evenent of
those skills. The perfornmance neasures shall provide that
students noving fromone |level of education to the next
acquire the necessary conpetencies for that |evel.

(4) Provisions for curriculum devel opnent, graduation
requi rements, accreditation,college calendars, and program

service areas. These provisions nust shatH- include, but need
not be limted to,rules that:

(a) Provide for the award of an associate in arts
degree to a student who successfully conpletes 60 senester
credit hours at the conmunity coll ege.

(b) Require all of the credits accepted for the
associate in arts degree to be in the common course nunbering
and designation systemas credits toward a baccal aureate
degree offered by a university in the State University System

(c) Require no nore than 36 senester credit hours in
general education courses in the subject areas of
comuni cati on, mat hematics, social sciences, humanities, and
nat ural sciences.

(d) Provide procedures for withdrawal and forgi veness

policies.

The rul es shoul d encourage comunity colleges to enter into
agreenents with universities which allow conmunity coll ege
students to conpl ete upper-division-level courses at a
community college. An agreenent nmay provide for concurrent
enrollment at the conmunity coll ege and the university,
authority for the conmunity college to offer an
upper-di vi si on-1evel course, or distance | earning.

(5) Student adnmi ssions, conduct and discipline,
noncl assroom activities, and fees.
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1 (6) Budgeting.

2 (7) Business and financial matters.

3 (8) Student services.

4 (9) Reports, surveys, and information systens,

5| including forns and dates of subm ssion

6 Section 6. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.

7
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9 SENATE SUMVARY

10 Clarifies the definition of the tern1 rul e" for purposes
of the rul es adopted by. connun|t¥ col | ege boards of

11 trustees. Provides requirenents for the adoption of rules
w th respect to individuals who have dlsabl ities.

12 Requires the State Board of Cbnnun|t¥ | eges to adopt
standards of operation and criteria for nakln certa

13 reconmendations. Requires the State Board of nnunlty
Col l eges to ado t rules governing certain standards anhd

14 ui del'i nes were fornerly prescribed by the State

oard of Educatlon
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