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Florida Senate - 2000 SB 2222
By Senator Burt

16-1371- 00
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to nanatees; anending s.
370.12, F.S.; providing for an additiona
source of funds for manatee rehabilitation
providing criteria for reinbursenent for
manat ee rescue and care; providing an effective
dat e.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (4) of section 370.12, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

370.12 Marine aninmals; regulation.--

(4) ANNUAL FUNDI NG OF PROGRAMS FOR MARI NE ANI MALS. - -

(b) Each fiscal year npneys in the Save the Manatee
Trust Fund shall al so be used, pursuant to s. 328.76(1)(b), to
rei mburse the cost of activities related to manatee
rehabilitation by facilities that rescue, rehabilitate, and
rel ease nanatees as authorized pursuant to the Fish and
Wldlife Service of the United States Departnent of the
Interior. Such facilities nust be involved in the actua
rescue and full-time acute care veterinarian-based
rehabilitati on of manatees. The cost of activities includes,
but is not linmted to, costs associated with expansion
capital outlay, repair, nmaintenance, and operations related to
the rescue, treatnent, stabilization, naintenance, release,
and nonitoring of nanatees. Mneys distributed through
contractual agreenent to each facility for nanatee
rehabilitation shall be proportionate to the nunber of
manat ees under acute care rehabilitation, the nunber of

nmai nt enance days in the facility,and the nunber of manatees
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those rel eased during the previous fiscal year. The
rei mbursenent anounts available to be distributed if needed

are the total anmount avail able under s. 328.72(11), s.
328.76(1)(b), and 25 percent of the total anpbunt of annua

user fees fromthe nmanatee |icense plates provided for in s.
320.08058(1). If these funds are not distributed in any 1
year, they nust be carried over for distribution in subsequent
year s. However—the—retnbursenrent—may not—exceetd—the—total
afptht—avai-table—purstant—to—ss—328-72(t)—and-—328—76{(H{(b)

i i i —Prior to

receiving rei nbursenent for the expenses of rescue,
rehabilitation, and release, a facility that qualifies under
state and federal regulations shall subnmit a plan to the Fish
and WIldlife Conservation Conmi ssion for assisting the
conmi ssion and the Departnent of H ghway Safety and Mot or
Vehicles in marketing the nmanatee specialty |icense plates. At
a minimm the plan shall include provisions for graphics,
di ssem nati on of brochures, recorded oral and vi sua
presentation, and mai ntenance of a marketing exhibit. The plan
shal | be updated annually, and the Fish and Wldlife
Conservation Comi ssion shall inspect each narketing exhibit
at | east once each year to ensure the quality of the exhibit
and pronotional nmaterial. Each facility that receives funds
for manatee rehabilitation shall annually provide the
commi ssion a witten report, within 30 days after the cl ose of
the state fiscal year, docunenting the efforts and
ef fectiveness of the facility's pronotional activities.
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Provides criteria for rei nbursenent for and an additi onal
source of funds for manatee rehabilitation

© 00 N o O W DN PP

W NNNNNNMNNNNNRRRRERRRERRPR R R
©O © ® N O U N WNEREPRO®©WNOU D WN PR O

w
=

3
CODING:WOrds st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




