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By Senator Silver

38-1084- 00

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to certified donestic violence

3 centers; providing for the capital inprovenent

4 of such centers; creating a grant program for

5 awar di ng funds to such centers; providing

6 application requirenents; prescribing uses of

7 the funds; providing duties of the Departnent

8 of Children and Fanily Services; providing

9 rul emaki ng authority for the establishnent of

10 criteria for the disbursenent of funds;

11 providing an effective date.

12

13 WHEREAS, donestic viol ence remains one of the |eading
14 | social problens in this state, and

15 WHEREAS, Florida has |led the nation in legislative

16 | efforts to reduce donestic violence, and victins are com ng
17 | forward in record nunbers to seek help, and

18 WHEREAS, the state's responses to donestic viol ence
19 | include the services provided by the state's certified
20 | donestic violence centers, which provide nandated services
21| including a 24-hour hotline, energency shelter, case
22 | managenent infornmation and referral, assessnent of resident
23 | children, and conmunity education and professional training,
24 | and
25 WHEREAS, these services are designed to interrupt the
26 | cycl e of violence by enhancing the safety and sel f-sufficiency
27 | of victins of donmestic violence, and
28 WHEREAS, energency shelter is particularly critical
29 | since the period of separation brings with it escalating risk
30| of hom cide, and
31

1
CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Florida Senate - 2000 SB 2226
38-1084-00

1 WHEREAS, nmany of the donestic violence centers in this
2| state are in need of renovation and repair, and others are

3 | inadequat e beyond repair, nmaking it necessary for the center
4)1to build or purchase a new facility, and

5 WHEREAS, since the ever-increasing demand for services
6 | has prevented certified donmestic violence centers from using
7 | already scarce resources to neet capital needs, there is a

8 | preval ent need for a funding process to address the grow ng
9| needs of the centers, NOW THEREFORE,

10

11| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

12

13 Section 1. Certified donestic violence centers;

14 | capital inprovenent grant program--There is established a
15 ) certified donestic violence center capital inprovenent grant
16 | program

17 (1) Acertified donmestic violence center as defined in
18 | section 39.905, Florida Statutes, nmay apply to the Departnent
19| of Children and Fami|ly Services for a capital inprovenent

20| grant. The grant application nust provide infornmation that

21 | i ncl udes:

22 (a) A statenent specifying the capital inprovenent

23| that the certified donestic violence center proposes to nmake
24 | with the grant funds.

25 (b) The proposed strategy for naking the capita

26 | i nprovenent.

27 (c) The organizational structure that will carry out
28 | the capital inprovenent.

29 (d) Evidence that the certified donestic viol ence

30| center has difficulty in obtaining funding or that funds

31| avail able for the proposed i nprovenent are inadequate.
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(e) Evidence that the funds will assist in neeting the

needs of victins of donestic violence and their children in

the certified donestic violence center service area.

(f) Evidence of a satisfactory recordkeepi ng systemto

account for fund expenditures.

(g) Evidence of ability to generate |ocal match

(2) Certified donestic violence centers as defined in

section 39.905, Florida Statutes, may receive fundi ng subject

to legislative appropriation, upon application to the

Departnent of Children and Fam|ly Services, for projects to

construct, acquire, repair, inprove, or upgrade systens,

facilities, or equipnent, subject to availability of funds. An

award of funds under this section nust be nade in accordance

with a needs assessnent devel oped by the Florida Coalition

Agai nst Donestic Violence and the Departnent of Children and

Fam |y Services. The departnent annually shall performthis

needs assessnent and shall rank in order of need those centers

that are requesting funds for capital inprovenent.

(3) The Departnent of Children and Fanmily Services

shal|l establish criteria for awardi ng any renmi ni ng funds,

whi ch nust be used exclusively for the support and assi stance

of certified donestic violence centers as defined in section
39.905, Florida Statutes.
(4) The Departnent of Children and Fanmily Services

shall ensure that the funds awarded under this section are

used solely for the purposes specified in this section. The

total anount of grant npneys awarded under this section nmay

not exceed the anpbunt appropriated for this program
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Creates a grant program for disbursing
for the capital I nprovenent of certifie
vi ol ence centers. Provides reqU|renents
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