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By Representatives W/ son, Bradley, Jones, Waters, .
Eggelletion, C. Smth, Sobel, Bullard, Bush, Crist, Reddick
A “Greene, Betancourt, Lee, HiIl, Lawson, Jacobs, Frankel, L.
MIler, Effman, Ritchie, Rayson, Brown, Hafner, Bloom Rubio,
Argeni o, Harrington and Tullis

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to relative caregiving;

3 anending s. 39.5085, F.S.; revising legislative

4 intent; revising criteria for financial

5 assi stance under the Relative Caregiver

6 Program prescribing the date of entitlenent to

7 benefits under the Rel ative Caregiver Program

8 aut hori zi ng the Departnent of Children and

9 Fam |y Services to transfer TANF savings to the
10 Title XX Social Services Block Grant to provide
11 program benefits; exenpting children receiving

12 relative caregiver benefits fromthe Wrk and

13 Gin Economic Self-sufficiency (WAGES) Act;

14 anending s. 239.117, F.S.; exenpting certain

15 post secondary students who are receivVving

16 caregiving services from paying registration

17 matricul ation, and | aboratory fees; requiring

18 the departnent to establish a pilot Relative

19 Caregiver Program requiring a report to the
20 Legi sl ature; providing an effective date
21
22| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
23
24 Section 1. Paragraph (c) of subsection (1) and
25 | subsection (2) of section 39.5085, Florida Statutes, are
26 | anended to read:
27 39.5085 Relative Caregiver Program --
28 (1) It is the intent of the Legislature in enacting
29 | this section to:
30 (c) Recognize that permanency is in the best interest
31| of the child and can be achi eved through a variety of
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per manency options, including long-termrelative custody,

guar di anshi p, or adoption, and to provide additional placenent

options and incentives that will achi eve permanency and
stability for many children who are otherwi se at risk of
foster care placenent becatse—of—abuse—abandonfrent—o+

(2)(a) The Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services

shal | establish and operate the Relative Caregiver Program
pursuant to eligibility guidelines established in this section
as further inplenented by rule of the departrment. The Rel ative
Caregiver Programshall, within the limts of available

fundi ng, provide financial assistance to relatives who are
within the fifth degree by blood or marriage to the parent or
stepparent of a child and who are caring full-tinme for that
child or a related child and any of his or her siblings in the
role of substitute parent as a result of a—eceurt-s

subseguent pl acenent with the relative pursuant to any court

order by a state court of conpetent jurisdiction this—ehapter—
Sueh—plracerent—ray—be—either—court—ordered—tenporary—tegalt

I o . o] F Lot I
. - ey I .

39-568(9(a)3. The Relative Caregiver Program shall offer
financial assistance to caregivers who are relatives and who
woul d be unable to serve in that capacity w thout the relative
caregi ver payment because of financial burden, thus exposing
the child to the trauma of placenent in a shelter or in foster
care or exposing a relative child and its sibling or siblings

to the traunma of separation from each other
2
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(b) Caregivers who are relatives and who receive
assi stance under this section nust be capable, as determ ned
by a honme study, of providing a physically safe environnment
and a stable, supportive honme for the children under their
care, and nust assure that the children's well-being is net,
including, but not limted to, the provision of immunizations,
educati on, and nental health services as needed.

(c) Relatives who qualify for and participate in the
Rel ati ve Caregiver Programare not required to neet foster
care licensing requirenents under s. 409.175.

(d) Relatives who are caring for children placed with
them by a the court, including children who are unrel ated
siblings of relative children al so placed with t hem pursuant
to—this—chapter shall receive a special nonthly relative

caregi ver benefit established by rule of the departnent. The

anmount of the special benefit paynent shall be based on the
child' s age within a paynent schedul e established by rul e of

t he departnent and subject to availability of funding. The
statewi de average nonthly rate for children judicially placed
with relatives who are not |icensed as foster hones nmay not
exceed 82 percent of the statew de average foster care rate,
nor nmay the cost of providing the assistance described in this
section to any relative caregi ver exceed the cost of providing
out - of -hone care in energency shelter or foster care.

(e) Children receiving cash benefits under this
section are not eligible to sinultaneously receive WAGES cash
benefits under chapter 414.

(f) The date of entitlenent to benefits under the

Rel ati ve Caregiver Programis the date of authorization of

payrment or the 30th day after the subm ssion of a signed and

dated application for benefits, whichever occurs first. The
3
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child is eligible for retroactive benefits to the date of

entitlenent if the application is not acted upon by the 30th

day after subm ssion of the signed and dated application for

benefits.

(g) ) Wthin available funding, the Relative
Caregi ver Program shall provide relative caregivers with
fam |y support and preservation services, flexible funds in
accordance with s. 409. 165, subsidized child care, and other
avail abl e services in order to support the child's safety,
growt h, and heal thy developnent. Children living with
relative caregivers who are receiving assistance under this
section shall be eligible for Mdicaid coverage.

(h) tg) The departnment may use appropriate avail able
state, federal, and private funds to operate the Relative
Caregi ver Program The departnent may transfer TANF savings to

the Title XX Social Services Block Gant in order to provide

benefits under the Rel ative Caregiver Program Any child

receiving relative caregiver benefits is not subject to the

provi sions of the Woirk and Gain Econonic Sel f-sufficiency
(WAGES) Act. The child nust be recertified as eligible for

benefits under the Rel ative Caregiver Program once each year

by the departnent.

Section 2. Paragraph (c) of subsection (4) of section
239.117, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

239. 117 Workforce devel opnent postsecondary student
fees.--

(4) The followi ng students are exenpt fromthe paynent
of registration, matriculation, and | aboratory fees:

(c) A student for whomthe state is paying a foster
care board paynent pursuant to s. 409.145(3) or pursuant to
parts Il and IIl of chapter 39, or for whomthe state is
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paying a relative caregiver paynent under s. 39.5085, for whom

t he pernmanency pl anni ng goal pursuant to part—t+H—of chapter
39 is long-termfoster care, custody to a foster parent or

| egal custodi an on a permanent basis, long-termrelative

pl acenment, guardi anship, custody to a relative on a permanent

basi s, or independent living, or who is adopted fromthe
Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services after May 5, 1997.
Such exenption includes fees associated with enrollnent in
vocational -preparatory instruction and conpl etion of the
col | ege-1 evel conmunication and conputation skills testing
program Such exenption shall be avail able to any student
adopted fromthe Departnent of Children and Family Services
after May 5, 1997; however, the exenption shall be valid for
no nore than 4 years after the date of graduation from high
school .

Section 3. The Departnent of Children and Fanily

Services shall establish, or contract on a pilot-project basis

with a privatized, conmunity-based organi zation for the

operation of the Relative Caregiver Programin one urban

district. The contract terns nust include the establishnent of

eligibility, the conduct of hone studies, and the processing

of paynents. The departnent shall report to the Legislature by

January 1, 2001, on the success of the pilot project in

reduci ng delays in the application process and in serving

eligible applicants.
Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.

5

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2000 HB 2233
713- 114A- 00

l EE R b A b b S I b I S S b b S S I b S b

2 LEG SLATI VE SUMVARY

3 Provides legislative intent relating to the Relative
Caregi ver Program Revises criteria for financial

4 assi Stance torelatives caring for children under the
programto include persons caring for a related child and

5 sibllings and to delete a requirenent that the child's
pl acenment result froma court's determnation of child

6 abuse, negl ect, or abandonnent. Prescribes the date of
entitlement for program benefits. Authorizes the

7 DeRPrtnent of Children and Fam |y Services to_transfer
TANF savings to the Title XX Social Services Block G ant

8 to provide program benefits. Exenpts children receiving
relative caregiver benefits fromthe Wrk and Gain

9 Economic Sel f-sufficiency (WAGES) Act. Exenpts_ certain
post secondary students who are receiving caregivVving

10 services from paying registration, matriculation, and
laboratory fees. Requirés the department to establish a

11 P'IOt Rel ative Caregiver Program Requires a report to

he Legi sl ature.
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