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By Representative Littlefield

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to enploynent of persons with

3 disabilities; directing the Departnent of Labor

4 and Enpl oynent Security to develop a programto

5 i ncrease enpl oynent of persons with

6 disabilities by private-sector businesses;

7 provi di ng program conponents; providing an

8 ef fective date.

9

10 WHEREAS, Florida has traditionally failed to receive
11 ] its fair share of federal grant noneys relative to its share
12 | of federal taxes paid, and

13 WHEREAS, encouragi ng Florida busi nesses to take

14 | advantage of federal tax credit prograns, such as those that
15| target persons with disabilities, would help rectify this

16 | situation, as well as assist persons with disabilities in

17 | findi ng enpl oynent, and

18 WHEREAS, engaging the private sector directly in

19 | assisting persons with disabilities to achi eve
20 | self-sufficiency through enploynent offers vastly greater
21| potential for acconmodating such persons' enploynent needs
22 | than can be offered by governnent and the voluntary sectors
23 | conbi ned, and
24 WHEREAS, providing incentives for businesses to create
25 | enpl oynent opportunities for persons with disabilities would
26 | reconcile Florida's policy of conpetitive provision of
27 | services with its policy of assisting with the enpl oynent
28 | endeavors of persons with disabilities, and
29 WHEREAS, increasing private-sector involvenent in the
30 | enpl oynent of persons with disabilities would reduce the
31
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state's overhead in adninistering other enploynent prograns
for such persons, NOWN THEREFORE

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. The Departnent of Labor and Enpl oynent

Security is directed to devel op and i npl enent a program

designed to increase the participation of private-sector

busi nesses in providing enpl oyment opportunities for persons

with disabilities. The program shall include the foll ow ng

conponent s:
(1) An information conponent under which the

departnent and ot her state agencies shall aggressively inform

busi ness organi zati ons and the general public about federa

and | ocal prograns, such as the Wirk Qpportunity Tax Credit

Program that conpensate busi nesses that hire persons wth

disabilities.

(2) An incentive conponent under which state-funded

grants or state corporate incone tax deductions shall be

provided as incentives to businesses that hire persons with

di sabilities.
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.
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HOUSE SUMVARY

Directs the Departnent of Labor and Enpl oynent Security
to devel op and i npl enent a program designed to increasée
npl oynment of persons with disabilities by private-sector
I nesses. Provides that aogran1conponents
unded g a

rants or st ax

e va
bus Pr ( shal
i nclude providing state-f te t
incentives to buSinesses that hire persons wth ]
disabilities and i nform ng businesses and the ﬂub|IC of
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