Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2000 HB 2269
By Representative Harrington

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to political canpaigns;

3 anending s. 103.121, F.S.; deleting a provision

4 which limts political party endorsenents or

5 reconmendati ons of primary candi dates; del eting

6 or revising cross references, to conform

7 anending s. 106.071, F.S.; clarifying that

8 certain persons who nake i ndependent

9 expendi tures that expressly advocate the

10 el ection or defeat of candidates or the

11 approval or rejection of issues nmust file

12 periodic expenditure reports; allow ng certain

13 i ndi vidual s to nmake anonynous i ndependent

14 expendi tures; anmending s. 106. 143, F.S.

15 aut hori zing certain individuals to engage in

16 anonynous political advertising; anending s.

17 106. 147, F.S.; clarifying that certain

18 tel ephone calls are political polls; providing

19 an effective date.
20
21| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
22
23 Section 1. Section 103.121, Florida Statutes, is
24 | anended to read:
25 103.121 Powers and duties of executive conmittees.--
26 (1) (a) Each state and county executive commttee of a
27 | political party shall have the power and duty:
28 1. To adopt a constitution by two-thirds vote of the
29 | full committee
30 2. To adopt such bylaws as it nmay deem necessary by
31| mpjority vote of the full conmmittee
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3. To conduct its neetings according to generally
accepted parliamentary practice

4. To nmke party nom nation when required by |aw.

5. To conduct canpaigns for party nom nees.

6. To raise and expend party funds. Such funds nay
not be expended or committed to be expended except after
witten authorization by the chair of the state or county
executive comittee

(b) I : dedi I . 5y
The county executive comrittee shall receive paynment of
assessnents upon candi dates to be voted for in a single county
except state senators and nenbers of the House of
Representatives and representatives to the Congress of the
United States; and the state executive conmttees shal
receive all other assessments authorized. Al party
assessnents shall be 2 percent of the annual salary of the
of fice sought by the respective candidate. Al such conmittee
assessnments shall be renmitted to the state executive comittee
of the appropriate party and distributed in accordance with
subsection(5) {6y

(2) The state executive conmttee shall by resolution
reconmend candi dates for presidential electors and deliver a
certified copy thereof to the Governor prior to Septenber 1 of
each presidential election year

(3) The chair and treasurer of an executive comittee
of any political party shall be accountable for the funds of
such conmmittee and jointly liable for their proper expenditure
for authorized purposes only. The chair and treasurer of the
state executive conmittee of any political party shall furnish
adequat e bond, but not |ess than $10, 000, conditioned upon the
faithful performance by such party officers of their duties
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and for the faithful accounting for party funds which shal
cone into their hands; and the chair and treasurer of a county
executive committee of a political party shall furnish
adequat e bond, but not |ess than $5, 000, conditioned as
aforesaid. A bond for the chair and treasurer of the state
executive committee of a political party shall be filed with
the Departnent of State. A bond for the chair and treasurer
of a county executive conmittee shall be filed with the
supervi sor of elections. The funds of each such state
executive committee shall be publicly audited at the end of
each cal endar year and a copy of such audit furnished to the
Departnent of State for its exam nation prior to April 1 of
the ensuing year. Wen filed with the Departnent of State,
copi es of such audit shall be public docunents. The treasurer
of each county executive commttee shall nmintain adequate
records evidencing recei pt and di sbursenent of all party funds
received by himor her, and such records shall be publicly
audited at the end of each cal endar year and a copy of such
audit filed with the supervisor of elections and the state
executive conmittee prior to April 1 of the ensuing year

(4) Any chair or treasurer of a state or county
executive committee of any political party who know ngly
m sappropriates, or nakes an unlawful expenditure of, or a
fal se or inproper accounting for, the funds of such comittee

is guilty of a felony of the third degree, punishable as
provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084.
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1 | exeedti-ve—comr-tteethat—+s—inviotation—ofthis—section—after
2 | receiving—theparty—assessaent——shaH—remt—sueh—party

3 | assessnent—totheCeneral—RevenuveFund—of—the—state-

4 (5) t6) The state chair of each state executive

5| committee shall return the 2-percent comittee assessnent for
6 | county candidates to the appropriate county executive

7| committees only upon receipt of a witten statenent that such
8 | county executive conmittee chooses not to endorse, certify,

9| screen, or otherw se reconmend one or nore candi dates for such
10| party's nonmination for election and upon the state chair's

11 | determination that the county executive committee is in

12 | conpliance with all Florida statutes and all state party

13 | rules, bylaws, constitutions, and requirenents.

14 Section 2. Section 106.071, Florida Statutes, is

15 | anended to read:

16 106. 071 | ndependent expenditures; reports;

17 | di scl ai ners. - -

18 (1) Each person who nmakes an i ndependent expenditure
19 | that expressly advocates the election or defeat of a candi date
20| or the approval or rejection of an issue wthrespect—to—any
21 | eanti-date—or—+sstue, which expenditure, in the aggregate, is in
22 | the anmount of $100 or nore, nust shatk- file periodic reports
23 | of such expenditures in the sane manner, at the sane tine, and
24 | with the same officer as a political conmittee supporting or
25 | opposi ng such candidate or issue. The report nust shat
26 | contain the full nane and address of each person to whom and
27 | for whom each such expenditure has been nade; the anount,
28 | date, and purpose of each such expenditure; a description of
29 | the services or goods obtained by each such expenditure; and
30| the nane and address of, and office sought by, each candi date
31| on whose behal f such expenditure was nade. Any politica
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advertisenent paid for by an i ndependent expenditure, other
than an i ndependent expenditure by an individual which, in the

aggregate, is in the anpunt of $500 or |ess, nust shatH-

prominently state "Paid political advertisenent paid for by
...(Nane of person or comittee paying for advertisenent)...

i ndependently of any ... (candidate or committee)...," and nust
shat contain the nane and address of the person paying for
the political advertisenent.

(2) Any person who fails to include the disclainer
prescribed in subsection (1) in any political advertisenment
that whieh is required to contain such disclainer conmits +s
guit+ty—oef a m sdeneanor of the first degree, punishable as
provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083.

(3) No person nmay nmake a contribution in excess of
$1,000 to any other person, to be used by such other person to
make an i ndependent expenditure.

Section 3. Subsection (1) of section 106.143, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

106. 143 Political advertisenments circulated prior to
el ection; requirenents. --

(1) Any political advertisenent and any canpai gn
literature published, displayed, or circulated prior to, or on
the day of, any election nust shaH-:

(a) Be narked "paid political advertisenent" or with
the abbreviation "pd. pol. adv."

(b) ldentify the persons or organizations sponsoring
t he adverti sement.

(c)1l.a. State whether the advertisenent and the cost
of production is paid for or provided in kind by or at the
expense of the entity publishing, displaying, broadcasting, or
circulating the political advertisenent; or
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1 b. State who provided or paid for the advertisenent

2| and cost of production, if different fromthe source of

3 | sponsorshi p.

4 2. This paragraph does shat+ not apply if the source
5] of the sponsorship is patently clear fromthe content or

6| format of the political advertisenent or canpaign |iterature.
7

8 | This subsection does not apply to canpai gn nmessages used by a
9 | candidate and the candidate's supporters if those nessages are
10 | designed to be worn by a person; nor does it apply to

11| political advertisenents and canpaign literature the

12 | expenditure for which, in the aggregate, is in the anpunt of
13 [$500 or less, and which are paid for and sponsored by an

14 | individual acting independently of any other person

15 Section 4. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section
16 | 106. 147, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

17 106. 147 Tel ephone solicitation; disclosure

18 | requi renents; prohibitions; exenptions; penalties.--

19 (1)(a) Any tel ephone call supporting or opposing a

20 | candi date, elected public official, or ballot proposal nust
21| identify the persons or organi zati ons sponsoring the call by
22 | stating either: "paid for by...." (insert nane of persons or
23 | organi zations sponsoring the call) or "paid for on behalf

24 | of...." (insert nane of persons or organizations authorizing
25| call). This paragraph does not apply to any tel ephone call in
26 | which both the individual making the call is not being paid
27 | and the individuals participating in the call know each other
28 | prior to the call.

29 (b) Any tel ephone call conducted for the purpose of
30| polling respondents concerning a candidate or elected public
31| official which is a part of a series of like telephone calls

7
CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2000 HB 2269
581- 156- 00

1| that consists of fewer than 1,000 conpleted calls and averages

2| nore than 2 minutes in duration is presufred—to—be a politica

3| poll and not subject to the provisions of paragraph (a).

4 Section 5. This act shall take effect upon becoming a

5] I aw

6
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8 HOUSE SUMVARY

9
Deletes the requirenent that a political party forfeit

10 its right to receive party assessnents if it endorses or
reconmends prinmary candi dates. Provides that a person who

11 makes an i ndependent expenditure that expressly advocates
the election or defeat of a candidate or the approval or

12 rejection of an issue, which expenditure in the aggregate
is $100 or nore, nust file periodic reports. Provides

13 that a political advertisenent paid for by an independent
expendi ture nmade by an individual, which expenditure in

14 t he a?gregate is $500 or less, is not required to contain
a statenent |dent|fK|ng the nane and address of the ]

15 person paying for the advertisenent. Provides that notice
requirenments prescribed for political advertisenents

16 circulated prior to election do not appIK to politica
advertisenents and canpaign literature the expenditure

17 for which in the aggregatée is $500 or |ess and which are
paid for and sponsored by an |nd|V|duaI_apt|n?

18 |ndependentIY of any other person. Carifies that any
t el ephone call conducted for the purpose of polling

19 respondents concerning a candidate or elected public
official which is a part of a series of like telephone

20 calls that consists of fewer than 1,000 conpleted calls
and. averages nore than 2 mnutes in duration is a

21 political "poll and not subject to disclosure requirenents

95 applicable to political tel ephone solicitation

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31
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