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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2000 HB 2331

By the Conmittee on Children & Fam |lies and Representative
Mur man

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to substance abuse services;
creating s. 397.482, F.S.; directing the
Departnent of Children and Family Services to
establish a Gold Seal Quality rating for
certain substance abuse treatnent prograns;
providing criteria for designation as a Gold
Seal Substance Abuse Treatnent Program
requiring the departnent to reinburse such
prograns at an enhanced rate; providing for
wai ver of annual |icensure fees; providing for
annual reapplication and renewal of the
desi gnation; providing conditions for
resci ndi ng such designation, the enhanced rate
of reinmbursenent, and the wai ver of annua
licensure fees; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 397.482, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

397.482 Cold Seal Quality Substance Abuse Treat nent
Program - -

(1) The departnent shall develop a two-tiered quality

rati ng system for substance abuse treatnent prograns. The Gold

Seal Quality rating shall be the highest quality rating, and

shall be awarded to qualified substance abuse treatnent

providers pursuant to this section.

(2) To receive a separate Gold Seal Quality Substance

Abuse Treatnent Program designation, and to operate as a Gold
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Seal Substance Abuse Treatnent Program the following criteria

nust be net:

(a) The program nust provide proof of accreditation by

t he Conm ssion on Accreditati on of Rehabilitation Facilities

(CARF) or the Joint Conmi ssion on Accreditation of Health Care

Organi zations (JCAHCO, or through any other nationally

recogni zed certification process that is acceptable to the

departnent for those licensabl e conponents that are

accredited. Prograns or conponents that fail to maintain ful

accreditation shall be granted a period not to exceed 6 nonths

to achieve full accreditation. The departnent shall rescind

t he desi gnation should the programor a conponent fail to

achieve full accreditation at the end of the 6-nonth peri od.

(b) The program nust exceed state target perfornance

criteria specified inits contract with the departnent and

pursuant to s. 216.0166 by 10 percent. The departnent shal

rescind the designation should the programfail to achieve the

required |l evel of performance.

(c) The programnust neet all licensing requirenents

and standards pursuant to s. 397.403 and departnent rul es.

(d) The program nust have been issued a regul ar

license pursuant to s. 397.409(3) for at |east 5 consecutive

years.
(3) The departnent shall establish procedures to

rei mburse substance abuse treatnent prograns under contract
which hold a Gold Seal Quality Substance Abuse Treat nent
Program desi gnati on at an enhanced rate for substance abuse

services provided to individuals who are eligible to receive

services fromthe departnent. The enhanced rate of

rei mbursenent shall be nade available to prograns that neet

the criteria in paragraphs (2)(a)-(d). The ampunts of
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rei mbursenent at the enhanced rate shall be provided in

perfornance contracting procedures established by the

departnent and shall be all ocated based on the availability of

funds. The enhanced rate of rei nmbursenent shall be resci nded

by the departnent for a programwhich fails to neet the

criteria in paragraphs (2)(a)-(d).

(4) The departnent shall waive the annual |icensure

fee pursuant to s. 397.407 for a programthat has achieved a

Gold Seal Quality Substance Abuse Treatnent Program

desi gnati on. The wai ver shall be rescinded by the departnent

for a programwhich fails to neet the criteria in paragraphs

(2)(a)-(d).

(5) The Gold Seal Quality Substance Abuse Treat nent
Program desi gnation expires at the end of each fiscal year and

the program nust reapply and provide proof that it neets the

criteria described in paragraphs (2)(a)-(d) to renew the

desi gnati on and receive the enhanced rate of rei nbursenent for

services provided to eligible individuals.
(6) The departnent shall rescind the Gold Sea
desi gnati on should the programfail to denobnstrate conpliance

with licensure standards as delineated in rul es established by

t he departnent pursuant to the i ssuance of regular |icenses.
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.
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3
Directs the DePartnent of Children and Fanily Services to

4 establish a Gold Seal Quality rating for subStance abuse
treatnent prograns that neet specified criteria. Provides

5 for designation of such prograns as Gold Seal Quality
Subst anceé Abuse Prograns. Requires the departnent to

6 rei mburse such prograns at an enhanced rate of at | east
25 percent above the standard prevailing rate. Provides

7 for wai ver of annual |icensure fees for such ﬂrograns,
and.  for annual reapplication and renewal of the

8 desi gnation. Specifies conditions under which the
departnment shall rescind the Gold Seal Quality

9 desi gnation, the enhanced rate of rei nbursenent, and the
wai vér of annual [icensure fees for a programthat fails

10 to neet specified criteria or standards.
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