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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2000 HB 2345

By the Conmittee on Busi ness Devel opnent & | nternational
Trade” and Representative Bradl ey

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to international trade;
providing for the establishnent of the
Fl orida- Afri ca Market Expansi on Program by
Enterprise Florida, Inc., contingent upon a
speci fic appropriation; providing purposes of
the program providing responsibilities of
Enterprise Florida, Inc.; authorizing
Enterprise Florida, Inc., to establish certain
of fices contingent upon an appropriation
providing for the establishnent of the
Fl ori da- Cari bbean Basi n Trade Program by the
Fl ori da Seaport Transportation and Econonic
Devel opnent Council contingent upon a specific
appropriation; providing purpose of the
program providing responsibilities of the
Fl ori da Seaport Transportation and Econonic
Devel opnent Council; providing an effective
dat e.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Florida-Africa Market Expansi on Program --

(1) Contingent upon a specific appropriation, there is

created within Enterprise Florida, Inc., the Florida-Africa

Mar ket Expansi on Programto enhance the econony of the state

by increasing international trade between Florida and the

nations of Africa. The Florida-Africa Market Expansi on Program

shall be a multilevel narket expansi on program designed to

expand trade and busi ness opportunities between Florida and
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1| Africa, which shall include, but not be limted to, the

2| foll owi ng conponents:

3 (a) The establishnent and nmi ntenance of a strategic
4| alliance between Enterprise Florida, Inc., and the United

5] States Agency for International Devel opnment that focuses on
6 |identifying and qualifying busi ness opportunities in

7 | sub-Saharan Africa through the United States Agency for

8| International Developnent's 12 African offices, and matching
9| those leads with Florida conpani es.

10 (b) A Team Florida m ssion, which the Governor of

11| Florida will be invited to |lead, to South Africa in the w nter
12 | of fiscal year 2000-2001

13 (c) Establishnent of a Certified Trade Events Program
14 ) to provide financial and technical support for business

15 | devel opnent initiatives targeting Africa, organi zed by

16 | qualified econoni c devel opnent organi zations in Florida.

17 | Priority shall be given to qualified not-for-profit ninority
18 | organi zati ons.

19 (d) Support for |ocal business devel opnent prograns
20 | that provide business infornmation on Africa and pronote

21| bilateral business opportuniti es.

22 (e) Provision of export counseling services for

23| Florida busi nesses through Enterprise Florida's seven state
24 | field offices and staff located in Mani.

25 (f) Establishnment of international representation for
26 | the state in South Africa for the purpose of dramatically

27 | expandi ng business, infrastructure, and cultural ties between
28 | Florida and Africa, as well as pronoting Florida's trade

29 | advantages in Africa.

30 (2) Enterprise Florida, Inc., shall coordinate with
31 | appropriate organi zati ons and educational institutions in the
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1| execution of this nmarket expansion programto naxim ze the

2| resources and infornation services for the expansion of trade
3| between Florida and the nations of Africa.

4 (3) Enterprise Florida, Inc., nay establish an African
5| trade or consular office in Florida for the nations of

6 | Senegal, Cote d'lvoire, Ghana, Benin, South Africa, and other
7 | sub- Saharan countries, contingent upon a specific

8 | appropriation.

9 Section 2. Florida-Caribbean Basin Trade Program --
10 (1) Contingent upon a specific appropriation, the

11| Florida Seaport Transportation and Econoni c Devel opnent

12 | Council shall establish the Florida-Caribbean Basin Trade

13 | Program for the purpose of assisting snmall and nedi umsi zed
14 | busi nesses in becoming involved in international trade

15 ) activities and hel ping themidentify markets with product

16 | denand, identify strategic alliances in those narkets, and

17 | obtain the financing to effectuate trade opportunities. In

18 | addition, the program shall assist urban communities in

19 | increasing access to growh industries in the state, such as
20| international trade, nmaritine, transportation, tourism and
21 | information technol ogy. The program shall offer export
22 | readi ness, assistance and referral services, adult job
23| training, career awareness, internships, sem nars, workshops,
24 | conferences, E-commerce, and nentoring and mat chnmaki ng
25| servi ces.
26 (2) The program shall focus on urban devel opnent and
27 | job opportunities and seek to create a pernmanent econoni ¢ base
28 | in urban areas for international trade. The program shall also
29 | focus on the devel opnent and utilization of urban inner-city
30| areas as platforns on which to provide and devel op new
31
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support, staging, nanufacturing, and service centers within
Fl ori da.
(3) The Florida Seaport Transportation and Econom c

Devel opnent Council shall coordinate with appropriate

organi zati ons and educational institutions, and nmay contract

with individuals or entities considered qualified relative to

t he devel opnent of a conprehensive plan, to expand trade

bet ween Fl orida and the Cari bbean Basin. The coordi nati on nay

enconpass export assistance and referral services, export

financing, job training prograns, educational prograns, market

research and devel opnent, market pronotion, trade ni ssions,

E- commerce, and nmentoring and mat chmaki ng services relative to

t he expansi on of trade between Florida and the Cari bbean

Basin. The programshall also formalliances with

nmultilateral, international, and donestic fundi ng prograns
fromFlorida, the United States, and the Cari bbean Basin
region to coordi nate systems and prograns for fundanental

assistance in facilitating trade and i nvestnent.

(4) The Florida Seaport Transportation and Econom c

Devel opnment Council mmy devel op and adni ni ster other prograns

it considers advisable and appropriate for the purpose of

collecting and disseninating to prospective manufacturers and

busi nesses information regarding export to and from and

foreign investnent by and in, Caribbean Basin nations.

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becom ng
| aw.
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3
Provi des for the establishnment of the Florida-Africa

4 Mar ket Expansi on Program by Enterprise Florida, Inc.
contingent upon a spéecific appropriation, to enhance the

5 econony of the state by increasing international trade
between Fl orida and the nations of Africa._ Provides

6 Eurposes of the program Provides responsibilities, of
nterprise Florida, "Inc. Authorizes Enterprise Florida,

7 Inc., to establish certain offices contingent upon an

8 appropriation

9 Provi des for the establishment of the Florida-Cari bbean
Basin Trade Program by the Florida Seaport Transportation

10 and Econom ¢ Devel opnent Council, contingent upon a
specific approBrlat!on,_to assist small and nedi um si zed

11 busi nesses I n becom ng involved in international trade
activities, Provides urEoses of the program Provides

12 responsibilities of the Florida Seaport Transportation

13 and Econom ¢ Devel opnent Council.
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