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1
2 An act relating to traffic control; anending s.
3 316.650, F.S.; requiring the issuance of a copy
4 of the Traffic School Reference CGuide with
5 traffic citations; anmending s. 318.14, F.S.
6 deleting reference to a restriction on the
7 nunber of elections a person nmay nake to attend
8 a basic driver inprovenent course; anending s.
9 318. 1451, F.S.; providing an assessnent fee
10 With respect to driver inprovenent courses for
11 persons who are ordered by the court to attend
12 and for certain other violations; anending s.
13 322.0261, F.S.; deleting reference to a tine
14 period and increasing the anount of damage
15 required with respect to a crash for the
16 screening of certain crash reports; creating s.
17 322.02615, F.S.; providing for mandatory driver
18 i mprovenent courses for certain violations;
19 anending s. 320.01, F.S.; redefining the term
20 "nmotor vehicle"; providing an effective date
21
22 WHEREAS, over 240,000 injuries and crashes involving
23 | notor vehicles occur in Florida each year, which constitutes
24| an injury and crash every 2 mnutes, and
25 WHEREAS, notor vehicle crashes are a | eadi ng cause of
26 | death in the State of Florida, with a fatality occurring every
27 | three hours as a direct result of these crashes, and
28 WHEREAS, notor vehicle crashes are the | eadi ng cause of
29 | death for teenagers, and
30 VWHEREAS, in the | ast decade, over 68,000 teens have
31| died in notor vehicle crashes, and
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WHEREAS, the Insurance Institute for H ghway Safety
found that teenage drivers (ages 15-20) nake up only 7 percent
of the driving population, but are involved in 14 percent of
all crashes and in 21 percent of fatal crashes, and

WHEREAS, driver inprovenent education and training has
proven to significantly reduce the nunber of crashes, and

WHEREAS, the Florida Departnent of Hi ghway Safety and
Mot or Vehi cl es found, in an independent study of driver
i mprovenent courses offered in the state, that the courses
were as nuch as twenty percent effective at reduci ng notor
vehi cl e crash recidivism and

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the Legislature that the
citizens of the State of Florida are provided with driver
i mprovenent education and training in an effort to reduce
not or vehicle crashes, NOW THEREFORE

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (3) of section 316.650, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

316.650 Traffic citations.--

(3) Every traffic enforcenent officer, upon issuing a
traffic citation to an all eged violator of any provision of
the notor vehicle laws of this state or of any traffic
ordi nance of any city or town, shall issue a copy of the

Traffic School Reference Quide and shall deposit the origina

citation and one copy of such traffic citation or, in the case
of a traffic enforcenent agency which has an autonat ed
citation issuance system shall provide an electronic
facsinmle with a court having jurisdiction over the alleged
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offense or with its traffic violations bureau within 5 days
after issuance to the violator.

Section 2. Subsection (9) of section 318.14, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

318.14 Noncrimnal traffic infractions; exception
procedures. - -

(9) Any person who is cited for an infraction under
this section other than a violation of s. 320. 0605, s.
320.07(3)(a) or (b), s. 322.065, s. 322.15(1), s. 322.61, or
s. 322.62 may, in lieu of a court appearance, elect to attend
in the location of his or her choice within this state a basic
driver inprovenent course approved by the Departnent of
H ghway Safety and Motor Vehicles. In such a case,
adj udi cation nmust be w thheld; points, as provided by s.
322. 27, may not be assessed; and the civil penalty that is
i mposed by s. 318.18(3) nust be reduced by 18 percent;
however, a person may not nake an el ection under this
subsection if the person has nade an el ection under this
subsection in the preceding 12 nonths. Apersorn—fayfrakeHo
ore—than—fve—elections—under—this—subseetion-—The
requi rement for community service under s. 318.18(8) is not
wai ved by a plea of nolo contendere or by the w thhol di ng of
adj udi cation of guilt by a court.

Section 3. Subsection (4) of section 318.1451, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

318. 1451 Driver inprovenent schools. --

(4) In addition to a regular course fee, an assessnent
fee in the anpbunt of $2.50 shall be collected by the schoo
fromeach person who is court ordered to attend a course or

elects to attend a course, as it relates to ss. 318.14(9),
322. 0261, 322.02615, 322.05(2),322.291, and 627.06501, which
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shall be remitted to the Departnent of H ghway Safety and
Mot or Vehi cl es and deposited in the H ghway Safety Operating
Trust Fund to adnminister this programand to fund the genera
operations of the departnent.

Section 4. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) and
subsection (2) of section 322.0261, Florida Statutes, are
amended to read:

322.0261 Mandatory driver inprovement course; certain
crashes. - -

(1) The departnent shall screen crash reports received
under s. 316.066 or s. 324.051 to identify crashes involving
the foll ow ng:

(b) A seeontd crash by—the—sare—operator—wthinthe
previeus—2—year—petrtod i nvol ving property danage in an
apparent anmpunt of at | east $2, 500$560.

(2) Wth respect to an operator convicted of, or who
pl eaded nol o contendere to, a traffic offense giving rise to a
crash identified pursuant to subsection (1), the departnent
shall require that the operator, in addition to other
applicable penalties, attend a departnental |y approved basic
driver inprovenent course in order to maintain driving
privileges. If the operator fails to conplete the course
within 90 days of receiving notice fromthe departnent, the
operator's driver's |license shall be canceled by the
departnment until the course is successfully conpl et ed.

Section 5. Section 322.02615, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

322.02615 WMandatory driver inprovenent course; certain

vi ol ations. --

(1) The departnent shall screen reports of convictions

for violations of chapter 316 to identify operators who:
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(a) Are less than 21 years of age and have been

convicted of, or pleaded nolo contendere to, a noncrimna

novi ng infraction and al so have been convicted of, or pleaded

nol o contendere to, another noncriminal noving infraction

since initial |icense issuance.

(b) Have been convicted of, or pleaded nol o contendere

to, nore than one noncrininal noving infraction in a 12-nonth

peri od.
(2) Wth respect to an operator convicted of, or who

pl eaded nol o contendere to, a noncrinminal traffic offense

i dentified under subsection (1), the departnent shall require

that the operator, in addition to other applicable penalties,

attend a departnentally approved basic driver inprovenent

course in order to maintain driving privileges. |If the

operator fails to conplete the course within 90 days after

receiving notice fromthe departnent, the operator's driver's

license shall be canceled by the departnent until the course

is successfully conpl eted.

(3) Attendance of a course approved by the departnent

as a driver inprovenent course for purposes of s. 318.14(9)

shal|l satisfy the requirenents of this section. However,

attendance of a course as required by this section is not

included in the linitation on course elections under s.
318. 14(9).

Section 6. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section
320.01, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

320.01 Definitions, general.--As used in the Florida
Statutes, except as otherw se provided, the term

(1) "Mdtor vehicle" neans:
(b) A recreational vehicle-type unit primarily
designed as tenporary living quarters for recreational
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canpi ng, or travel use, which either has its own notive power
or is mounted on or drawn by another vehicle. Recreationa
vehi cl e-type units, when traveling on the public roadways of
this state, nust conply with the length and wi dth provisions
of s. 316.515, as that section may hereafter be anended. As
defined below, the basic entities are:

1. The "travel trailer,"” which is a vehicular portable
unit, nounted on wheels, of such a size or weight as not to
require special hi ghway novenent pernits when drawn by a
notorized vehicle. It is primarily designed and constructed to
provide tenporary living quarters for recreational, canping,

or travel use. It has a body width of no nore than 8 1/2 feet
and an overall body length of no nore than 40 feet when
factory-equi pped for the road.

2. The "canping trailer," which is a vehicular
portable unit nounted on wheels and constructed with

col l apsible partial sidewalls which fold for towi ng by anot her
vehicl e and unfold at the canpsite to provide tenporary living
gquarters for recreational, canping, or travel use

3. The "truck canper," which is a truck equi pped with
a portable unit designed to be | oaded onto, or affixed to, the
bed or chassis of the truck and constructed to provide
tenmporary living quarters for recreational, canping, or travel
use.
4. The "nmptor hone," which is a vehicular unit which
does not exceed the 46—+feet—n | engt h, and—the hei ght, and the
width limtations provided in s. 316.515, is a self-propelled
notor vehicle, and is primarily designed to provide tenporary
living quarters for recreational, canping, or travel use.

5. The "private notor coach," which is a vehicul ar

unit which does not exceed the | ength, wi dth, and height
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limtations provided in s. 316.515(9), is built on a

sel f-propell ed bus type chassis having no fewer than three

| oad-bearing axles, and is prinmarily designed to provide
tenmporary living quarters for recreational, canping, or travel
use.

6. The "van conversion," which is a vehicular unit

whi ch does not exceed the length and width linitations
provided in s. 316.515, is built on a self-propelled notor
vehi cl e chassis, and is designed for recreation, canping, and
travel use.

7. The "park trailer," which is a transportable unit
whi ch has a body wi dth not exceeding 14 feet and which is
built on a single chassis and is designed to provide seasona
or tenporary living quarters when connected to utilities
necessary for operation of installed fixtures and appliances.
The total area of the unit in a setup node, when neasured from
the exterior surface of the exterior stud walls at the | evel
of maxi mum di mensi ons, not including any bay wi ndow, does not
exceed 400 square feet when constructed to ANSI A-119.5
standards, and 500 square feet when constructed to United
St at es Department of Housing and Urban Devel opnent Standards.
The length of a park trailer nmeans the distance fromthe
exterior of the front of the body (nearest to the drawbar and
coupling nechanism to the exterior of the rear of the body
(at the opposite end of the body), including any protrusions.
8. The "fifth-wheel trailer,"” which is a vehicul ar
unit nmounted on wheels, designed to provide tenporary |iving
quarters for recreational, canping, or travel use, of such
size or weight as not to require a special highway novenent
permt, of gross trailer area not to exceed 400 square feet in
the setup node, and designed to be towed by a notorized
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vehicl e that contains a towi ng nechanismthat is nounted above
or forward of the tow vehicle's rear axle.
Section 7. This act shall take effect October 1, 2000.
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