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1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to school system personnel

3 anending s. 20.15, F.S.; changing the nanme of

4 t he Division of Human Resource Devel opnent to

5 t he Division of Professional Educators;

6 anmending s. 230.303, F.S.; assigning duties of

7 the Florida Council on Educational Devel oprment

8 to the Departnent of Education; anending ss.

9 231.15, 231.17, F.S.; revising certification
10 requi renents; providing for a conpetency-based
11 alternative preparation program directing the
12 State Board of Education to adopt specified
13 rules; providing criteria for out-of-state
14 teachers and adm ni strators; anending s.

15 231.1725, F.S.; requiring school boards to
16 establish mninmal qualifications for career
17 speci alists; anending s. 231.24, F.S.
18 authorizing the State Board of Education to
19 establish a certificate fee; extending the tine
20 wi thin which an expired certification nay be
21 reinstated; anmending s. 231.261, F.S.
22 expandi ng the nenbership of the Education
23 Practi ces Comni ssion; revising the nethod of
24 desi gnating panels to review certificates;
25 anmending s. 231.263, F.S.; providing for a
26 deferred prosecution agreenent when enrolled in
27 a recovery network treatnent program anending
28 s. 231.28, F.S.; revising disciplinary
29 procedures of the Education Practices
30 Conmmi ssion; amending s. 231.30, F.S.; providing
31 standards for certification fees; anending s.
1
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1 231.600, F.S.; providing criteria for inservice
2 activities of professional devel opnent systens;
3 requiring the Departnent of Education to
4 provide a systemfor recruitnment, preparation
5 and prof essional devel opnent of schoo
6 admi ni strators; anmending ss. 231.625, 231.6255,
7 F.S.; providing for the Departnent of Education
8 to take over duties of the Ofice of Teacher
9 Recrui tment and Retention Services; anending s
10 236.081, F.S.; conforming a statutory
11 cross-reference; anending s. 236.08106, F.S.
12 providing that the Florida School for the Deaf
13 and the Blind is a school district for
14 speci fi ed purposes; deleting the cap on the fee
15 subsidy for the Excellent Teaching Program
16 authorizing a teacher to qualify for the
17 nment ori ng bonus for work outside the district;
18 anending s. 240.529, F.S.; nodifying certain
19 requi rements for continued approval for teacher
20 preparation prograns; creating the Florida
21 Ment or Teacher School Pilot Program providing
22 standards for nultiple career paths in
23 teaching; providing criteria for the program
24 providing for salary incentives; providing for
25 rul emaki ng authority; amending s. 240. 4063,
26 F.S.; defining the term"publicly funded
27 school s"; repealing s. 231.0861, F.S., relating
28 to selection of principals and assi stant
29 principals; repealing s. 231.087, F.S.
30 relating to nanagenent training; repealing s.
31 231.173, F.S., relating to out-of-state
2
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teachers and adm nistrators; repealing s.
236.0811, F.S., relating to school board
educational training prograns; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (e) of subsection (3) of section
20.15, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

20.15 Department of Education.--There is created a
Depart nent of Educati on.

(3) DIVISIONS.--The follow ng divisions of the
Departnent of Education are establi shed:

(e) Division of Professional Educators Hufran—Resotrce
Bevetloprent.

Section 2. Subsection (6) of section 230.303, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

230. 303 Superintendent of schools. --
(6)(a) The Departnent of Education Herida—Counectt—on

Educational—vanagerent shall provide a | eadershi p devel opnent

and performance conpensation program for superintendents of

school s, conparable to chief executive officer devel opnent
prograns for corporate executive officers, to include

1. A content-know edge-and-skills phase consisting of:
creative | eadership nodels and theory, denonstration of
ef fective practice, sinulation exercises and personal skills
practice, and assessnent with feedback, taught in a
prof essional training setting under the direction of
experienced, successful trainers.

2. A conpetency-acquisition phase consisting of
on-the-job application of know edge and skills for a period of

3
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1| not less than 6 nonths follow ng the successful conpletion of
2 | the content-know edge-and-skills phase. The

3 | conpetency-acqui sition phase shall be supported by adequate

4 | professional technical assistance provided by experienced

5] trai ners approved by the Departnent of Education Hoeridta

6 | Counci—on—FEducationat—aragerent. Conpetency acqui sition

7 | shall be denobnstrated through assessnent and feedback

8 (b) Upon the successful conpletion of both phases and
9 | denpnstrated successful performance, as determined by the
10 | Departnent of Educati on Herida—Couneit—on—tducational
11 | Managerent, a superintendent of schools shall be issued a
12 | Chief Executive Oficer Leadership Devel opnent Certificate and
13 | shall be given an annual perfornance salary incentive of not
14 | l ess than $3,000 or nore than $7,500 based upon his or her
15 | perfornmance eval uation
16 (c) A superintendent's eligibility to continue

17 | receiving the annual perfornmance salary incentive is

18 | contingent upon his or her continued perfornmance assessment
19 | and followp training prescribed by the Departnent of
20 | Educati on Freritda—Ceunrcit+—on—FEducationat—vanagerent.
21 Section 3. Subsection (1) of section 231.15, Florida
22 | Statutes, is anended to read:
23 231.15 Positions for which certificates required.--
24 (1) The State Board of Education shall classify schoo
25 | services, designate the certification subject areas, establish
26 | conpet enci es, including the use of technology to enhance
27 | student learning, and certification requirenents for al
28 | school - based personnel, and prescribe rules in accordance with
29 | which the professional, tenporary, and part-tine certificates
30| shall be issued by the Departnent of Education to applicants
31| who neet the standards prescribed by such rules for their

4
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supervi sor, principal, teacher, library nedia specialist,
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school counselor, athletic coach, or other position in which
the enpl oyee serves in an instructional capacity, in any
public school of any district of this state shall hold the
certificate required by law and by rules of the state board in
fulfilling the requirenents of the law for the type of service
rendered. However, the state board shall adopt rules

aut hori zi ng school boards to enploy sel ected noncertificated
personnel to provide instructional services in the

i ndividuals' fields of specialty or to assist instructiona
staff nmenbers as educati on par aprof essi onal s.

Section 4. Section 231.17, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

231.17 Oficial statenents of eligibility and
certificates granted on application to those neeting
prescribed requirenents. --

(1) APPLI CATI ON. - - Each person seeking certification
pursuant to this chapter shall submit a conpleted application
to the Departnent of Education and renit the fee required
pursuant to s. 231.30. Applications subnmitted shall contain
the applicant's social security nunber. Pursuant to the
federal Personal Responsibility and Whrk Opportunity
Reconciliation Act of 1996, each party is required to provide
his or her social security nunber in accordance with this
section. D sclosure of social security nunbers obtai ned
through this requirenment shall be |linited to the purpose of
adm nistration of the Title IV-D programfor child support
enforcenent. Pursuant to s. 120.60, the Departnment of
Education shall issue within 90 cal endar days after the
stanped recei pted date of the conpleted application an
official statenent of eligibility for certification or a

6
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1| certificate covering the classification, level, and area for
2 | which the applicant is deened qualifi ed.
3 (2) STATEMENT OF ELIGA BILITY.--The statenent of
4 eligibility nust advise the applicant of the qualifications
5| that nust be conpleted to qualify for the tenporary or
6 | professional certificate sought. Each statenent of eligibility
7]|is valid for 2 years after its date of issuance except as
8 | provided in paragraph (3)(b)and may be rei ssued for one
9| additional 2-year period if application is made while the
10| initial statenent of eligibility is valid or within 1 year
11| after the initial statenment expires.
12 (3) TEMPORARY CERTI FI CATE. - -
13 (a) The departnent shall issue a tenporary certificate
14 | to any applicant who submits satisfactory evidence of
15 | possessing the qualifications for such a certificate as
16 | prescribed by this chapter and by rules of the state board.
17 | Each tenporary certificate is valid for 3 school fiscal 2
18 | years after—the—date—of—+ts—+ssuanee and i s nonrenewabl e,
19 | except as otherw se provided in subsection (6).
20 (b) Issuance of the tenporary certificate shall occur
21 | when the departnent:
22 1. Receives the applicant's fingerprint reports from
23| the Departnent of Law Enforcenment and the Federal Bureau of
24 | I nvestigation pursuant to s. 231.02. Upon the receipt of an
25 | enpl oyer's request for issuance of a certificate, if the
26 | fingerprint reports indicate a crimnal history or if the
27 | applicant acknow edges a crimnal history, the applicant's
28 | records shall be referred to the Bureau of Educator Standards
29 | for review and determination of eligibility for certification
30| If the applicant fails to provide the necessary docunentation
31| requested by the Bureau of Educator Standards within 90 days
7
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after the date of the receipt of the certified mail request,

the statenent of eligibility and pendi ng application becone

i nval i d; -and

2. Determines that the applicant is qualified for the
tenmporary certificate.

(c) To qualify for a tenporary certificate, the
appl i cant nust:

1. File awitten statenment under oath that the
appl i cant subscribes to and will uphold the principles
incorporated in the Constitutions of the United States and of
the State of Florida.

2. Be at least 18 years of age.

3. Docunent receipt of a bachelor's or higher degree
froman accredited institution of higher |earning, as defined
by state board rule. Credits and degrees awarded by a newy
created Florida state institution that is part of the State
University System shall be considered as granted by an
accredited institution of higher learning during the first 2
years of course offerings while accreditation is gained.
Degrees fromforeign institutions, or degrees from other
institutions of higher learning that are in the accreditation
process, may be validated by a process established in state
board rule. Once an institution gains accreditation is—gatrned,
the institution shall be considered as accredited begi nning

with the 2-year period prior to the date of accreditation. Fhe

areas—Each applicant seeking initial certification nust have
attained at least a 2.5 overall grade point average on a 4.0
scale in the applicant's major field of study. The applicant
may docunent the required education by subnmitting official

8
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1| transcripts frominstitutions of higher education or by
2 | authorizing the direct submi ssion of such official transcripts
3 | through established el ectroni c network systens.
4 4. Be conpetent and capable of perform ng the duties,
5] functions, and responsibilities of a teacher
6 5. Be of good noral character
7 6. Denonstrate nastery of subject-matter know edge as
8 | specified in State-Board-of-Education rules. Effective July 1,
9] 2002, individuals may al so denpbnstrate mastery of
10 | subject-matter knowl edge by obtaining a passing score on an
11 | exami nati on of conpetency as provided for in subsection (8).
12 | This exanination of subject-matter conpetency nay be used for
13| determining eligibility for initial certification or the
14 | addition of a subject to a certificate.
15 7.6 Denonstrate mastery of general know edge,
16 | including the ability to read, wite, conpute, and use
17 | technol ogy for classroominstruction. |ndividuals who apply
18 | for certification on or after July 1, 2000, nust denpnstrate
19 | these minimum conpetencies in order to receive a tenporary
20 | certificate. Until July 1, 2002, acceptabl e neans of
21 | denonstrating such mastery are s an individual's achi evenent
22 | of passing scores on another state's general know edge
23 | exam nations or a valid standard teaching certificate issued
24 | by another state that requires mastery of general know edge.
25
26 | Rul es adopted pursuant to this section shall provide for the
27 | review and acceptance of credentials fromforeign institutions
28 | of hi gher | earning.
29 (4) PROFESSI ONAL CERTI FI CATE. - - The departnent shal
30| issue a professional certificate for a period not to exceed 5
31| years to any applicant who neets the requirenents for a
9
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tenmporary certificate and docunents successful conpletion of

t he fol | ow ng: rastery—of—the—mntrum-conpetencies—teguretd—by

stbseeti-on—{(5—Mastery—of thennimimconpetenctes—nust—be

(a) The professional education subtest of the Florida

Teacher Certificati on Exam nation or other test of

pr of essi onal knowl edge as prescribed in subsection (8);

(b) The subject area exanmination or other test of

subj ect matter know edge as prescribed in subsection (8);

(c) Denonstration of professional education conpetence

as prescribed in subsections (5) and (7);

(d) Professional preparation as prescribed in

subsection (7) and in state board rule; and

(e) Recent college credit as prescribed in state board

rul e.

An individual who neets requirenents prescribed in subsection

(9) for experienced educators fromother states will be

consi dered to have conpleted requirenments for issuance of the

prof essi onal certificate.

10
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(5) M N MUM COVPETENCI ES FOR PROFESSI ONAL
CERTI FI CATE. - -

&) The state board nust specify, by rule, the mninmm
essential conpetencies that educators nust possess and
denonstrate in order to qualify to teach students the
st andards of student perfornmance adopted by the state board.
The m ni mum conpet enci es nust include but are not limted to
the ability to:

(a)t- Wite in a logical and understandable style with
appropriate grammar and sentence structure.

(b) 2~ Read, conprehend, and interpret professional and
other witten material .

(c) 3~ Conprehend and work wi th mathematical concepts,

i ncl udi ng al gebra.

(d) 4~ Recogni ze signs of students' difficulty with the
readi ng process and apply appropriate neasures to inprove
students' readi ng perfornance.

(e) 5 Recogni ze signs of severe enotional distress in
students and apply techni ques of crisis intervention with an
enphasi s on suicide prevention and positive enbtiona
devel opnent.

11
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(f) 66— Recogni ze signs of al cohol and drug abuse in
students and know how to appropriately work with such students
and seek assistance designed to prevent future abuse.

(9g) 7~ Recogni ze the physical and behavioral indicators
of child abuse and negl ect, know rights and responsibilities
regardi ng reporting, know howto care for a child s needs
after a report is nade, and know recognition, intervention
and prevention strategies pertaining to child abuse and
negl ect which can be related to children in a classroom
setting in a nonthreatening, positive manner

(h) 8- Conprehend patterns of physical, social, and
academ ¢ devel opnent in students, including exceptiona
students in the regular classroom and counsel these students
concerning their needs in these areas.

(i) 9~ Recogni ze and be aware of the instructiona
needs of exceptional students.

(j ) ¥6— Conprehend patterns of normal devel opnent in
students and enpl oy appropriate intervention strategies for
di sorders of devel opnent.

(k) #+— I dentify and conprehend the codes and standards
of professional ethics, performance, and practices adopted
pursuant to s. 231.546(2)(b), the grounds for disciplinary
action provided by s. 231.28, and the procedures for resolving
conplaints filed pursuant to this chapter, including appea
processes.

(1) #2+ Recogni ze and denonstrate awareness of the
educati onal needs of students who have limted proficiency in
Engl i sh and enpl oy appropriate teachi ng strategies.

(m +3— Use and integrate appropriate technology in
teaching and | earni ng processes and i n nanagi ng, eval uating,
and i nproving instruction

12
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(n) +4 Use assessnent and ot her di agnostic strategies
to assist the continuous devel opnent of the | earner

(0) 5+ Use teaching and | earning strategies that
i ncl ude consi dering each student's culture, |earning styles,
speci al needs, and soci oecononi c background.

(p) ¥6— Denonstrate know edge and under st andi ng of the
subject matter that is aligned with the subject know edge and
skills specified in the Sunshine State Standards and student
perfornance standards approved by the state board.

(q) ¥ Recogni ze the early signs of truancy in
students and identify effective interventions to avoid or
resol ve nonattendance behavi or

(r) 8~ Denonstrate know edge and skill in managing
st udent behavi or inside and outside the classroom Such
know edge and skill nust include techniques for preventing and
effectively responding to incidents of disruptive or violent
behavi or .

(s) #9+— Denonstrate know edge of and skill in
devel opi ng and admi ni stering appropriate classroom assessnent
i nstrunents designed to neasure student |earning gains.

(t) 26— Denonstrate the ability to maintain a positive
col | aborative relationship with students' famlies to increase
st udent achi evernent .

13
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. | | . . . | |

chapter—
(6) EXCEPTI ONS FOR | SSUANCE OF CERTI FI CATES. - -
(a) The departnent shall issue a tenporary certificate

to an applicant who neets all requirenents established by |aw
and rule for issuance of a professional certificate, other
t han passi ng the subject-area and professional know edge

exam nati ons, denopnstrating professional education

conpetencies as required in subsection (7), examnatioen or

conpl eting the professional education courses in which the
applicant is deficient.

(b) TFhe—departrent——shaH—issue—onenonrenewable—2-—year

te) The state board shall adopt rules to allow the

departnment to extend the validity period of a tenporary

certificate for 2 years reissue—tenporary—ecerti-fecates—as
foH-ows:-
+—Oone—addi-tional—2-year—tenporary—certi-eate when

the requirenents for the professional certificate were not

14
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conpl et ed because of the serious illness, injury, or other

extraordi nary, extenuating circunstance of the applicant.

The departnent shall reissue the & tenporary certificate for 2

addi ti onal years upon approval by the Conmm ssi oner of
Education. A upoen—the witten request for reissuance of the
certificate nmust be subnitted by eof the district schoo

superintendent, the governing authority of a devel opnenta
research school, or the governing authority of a
st at e- supported school or nonpublic school

(7) DEMONSTRATI ON OF PROFESSI ONAL EDUCATI ON
COVPETENCE. - -

(a) By July 1, 2002, the departnment shall devel op and

each school district shall inplenent a cohesive

conpet ency-based alternative preparati on program by which

nenbers of a school district's instructional staff may satisfy

15
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t he professional education course requirenents specified in

rules of the state board of educati on and the denonstrati on of

pr of essi onal educati on conpetenci es specified in paragraph (c)

for issuance of a professional certificate. Participants nust

have denonstrated subject-area expertise in a certification

subj ect designated by the state board and nust hold a

state-issued tenporary certificate. The program nust incl ude

the foll owi ng conponents:

1. Anninumperiod of initial preparation before

assuning duties of the teacher of record;

2. An option for collaboration anong school districts

and ot her supporting agencies for inplenentation

3. Experienced peer nentors;

4., An assessnent that provides for

a. An initial evaluation of each educator's

conpetencies to determnmine an appropriate individualized

pr of essi onal devel opnent pl an; and

b. A postevaluation to assure successful conpl etion of

the program and

5. Content to include, but not be limted to, the

fol | owi ng:
a. Requirenents specified in State-Board-of-Education

rul es for professional preparation

b. The educator-acconplished practices approved by the

State Board of Educati on

c. Awvariety of data indicators for student progress;

d. Methodol ogi es, including technol ogy, for teaching

subj ect content which support the Sunshine State Standards for

st udent s;
e. Techniques for effective cl assroom nanagenent;

16
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f. Techniques and strategies for operationalizing the

role of the teacher in assuring a safe | earning environment

for students; and

g. Methodol ogies for assuring the ability of al

students to read.
(b)ta)r Until July 1, 2002, each school district may
devel op and nmaintain an alternative certification program by

whi ch nenbers of the district's instructional staff may
satisfy the professional education course requirenents
specified in rules of the state board for issuance of a

prof essional certificate. The state board nust adopt, by rule,
standards and guidelines for the approval of alternative
certification prograns. Each approved program nust include

net hods for identifying each applicant's entry-I|evel teaching
conpet enci es and rust require each applicant to:

1. Have expertise in the subject and neet requirenents
for specialization in a subject area for which a professiona
certificate may be issued under this chapter and rules of the
state board

2. Conmplete training in only those conpetency areas in
whi ch deficiencies are identified.

3. Conplete the program and denonstrate professiona
educati on conpetence within 2 years after initial enploynent
as a nenber of the district's instructional staff.

(c) tb)y Each school district nust devel op and maintain
a system by which nenbers of the district's instructiona
staff may denonstrate the professional education conpetence
required by this section for issuance of a professiona
certificate. Each district's system nust be based on cl assroom
application and instructional performance and nust include a
perfornmance eval uati on plan for docunenting the denpnstration

17
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of required professional education conpetence. Each individua
enpl oyed as a nenber of the district's instructional staff on
or—after—Juby—31—399%nust denonstrate mastery of the

requi red professional education conpetence within the first
year of enploynent, unless the individual

1. Has conpleted an approved teacher preparation
program at a postsecondary institution within this state;

2. Has conpleted a teacher education training program
and has had at |east 2 years of successful full-tinme teaching
experience in another state; or

3. Until July 1, 2002,is participating in the

district's alternate certification program and, begi nning

July 1, 2002, has conpleted the state-approved alternative

preparation program as specified in paragraph (a).

(d) te)y Each district school board may expend
educational training funds provided under ss. 236.081 and
231. 600 236-08%% to inplenent this subsection

(e) td)y The departnment nust approve programs and

systens devel oped to denonstrate professional education
conpet ence

(8) EXAM NATI ONS. - -

(a) The commissioner, with the approval of the state
board, may contract for devel oping, printing, admnistering,
scoring, and appropriate analysis of the witten tests
required.

(b) The state board shall, by rule, specify the
exam nation scores that are required for the issuance of a
prof essional certificate and tenporary certificate. Such rules
nmust define generic subject area conpetencies and nust
establ i sh uniform eval uati on guidelines. Individuals who apply
for their professional certificate before July 1, 2000, may

18
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denonstrate mastery of general know edge pursuant to the
alternative nethod specified by state board rule which nust:

1. Apply only to an applicant who has successfully
conpleted all prerequisites for issuance of the professiona
certificate, except passing one specific subtest of the
Col | ege Level Academic Skills Test, and who has taken and
failed to achieve a passing score on that subtest at | east
four tines.

2. Require notification fromthe superintendent of the
enpl oyi ng school district, the governing authority of the
enpl oyi ng devel oprental research school, or the governing
authority of the enploying state-supported school or nonpublic
school that the applicant has satisfactorily denonstrated
mastery of the subject area covered by that specific subtest
t hrough successful experience in the professional application
of generic subject area conpetencies and proficient academc
perfornmance in that subject area. The decision of the
superintendent or governing authority shall be based on a
review of the applicant's official academ c transcript and
notification fromthe applicant's principal, a peer teacher
and a district-level supervisor that the applicant has
denonstrat ed successful professional experience in that
subj ect area

(c) The state board shall designate the certification

areas for subject-area tests. However, until July 1, 2002, an

applicant may satisfy the subject-area and professiona

know edge testing requirenents by attai ning scores on

corresponding tests fromthe National Teachers Exanination

series, and successors to that series which neet standards
establi shed by the state board. Until July 1, 2002, the
Col |l ege Level Acadenmic Skills Test, a simlar test approved by

19
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1| the state board, corresponding tests fromthe Nationa

2 | Teachers Exami nation series, or other acceptabl e neans

3| descri bed in subparagraph (3)(c)7. nmust be used to denpnstrate
4 | mastery of general know edge as required in paragraph (3)(c).
5] Al required tests nay be taken before graduati on. The Coll ege
6 | Level Acadenmic Skills Test is waived for any applicant who has
7 | passed the reading, witing, and mathemati cs subtest of the

8| former Florida Teacher Certification Exanination or the

9| Coll ege Level Acadenmic Skills Test and subsequently obtained a
10| certificate under this chapter. Beginning July 1, 2002, an

11 | applicant nust satisfy the testing requirenents in paragraph
12 |(8) (f).

13 (d)fe)y If an applicant takes an exam nation devel oped

14| by this state and does not achieve the score necessary for

15| certification, the applicant nay review his or her conpleted
16 | examination and bring to the attention of the departnent any
17 | errors that would result in a passing score.

18 (e) e For an exanination devel oped by this state,the

19 | departnent and the board shall naintain confidentiality of the
20 | exam nation, devel opnental materials, and workpapers, and the
21 | exam nation, devel opnental materials, and workpapers are
22 | exenpt froms. 119.07(1).
23 (f) By July 1, 2002, the exani nations used for
24 | denponstration of mastery of general know edge, professiona
25 | knowl edge, and subject-matter know edge nust be aligned with
26 | student standards approved by the State Board of Education
27 | The delivery systemfor these exanm nations nust provide for
28 | overall efficiency, user-friendly application, reasonable
29 | accessibhility to prospective teachers, and pronpt attai nnent
30| of test results. The exam nati on of conpetency for
31 | denpnstration of subject-matter know edge nust be sufficiently

20
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conpr ehensi ve to assess subject-matter expertise for

i ndi vi dual s who have acquired subject-matter know edge either

t hrough college credit or by other neans.

(9) SUCCESSFUL, EXPERI ENCED, QOUT- OF- STATE TEACHERS AND
ADM NI STRATORS. - -

(a) A successful, experienced, out-of-state teacher or

admnistrator qualifies for a professional certificate if he

or she:
1. Conpletes the application process, including the

filing of a conplete set of fingerprints as required by s.
231. 02.
2. Holds a valid standard certificate issued by the

state where the applicant nobst recently taught, which standard

certificate is equivalent to the professional certificate

i ssued by this state and for which specialization coverage is

based on a level of training conparable to that required in

this state for the specialization coverage sought by the

appl i cant.
3. Docunents 3 continuous years of successfu

full-tine teaching or adninistrative experience in another

state during the 5-year period i medi ately preceding the date

of application for certification

(b) An out-of-state applicant qualifies for a

professional certificate if the applicant neets the

requi renments of subparagraphs (a)l. and 2. and holds a valid

certificate issued by the National Board for Professiona

Teachi ng St andar ds.

(c) The professional certificate issued in accordance

wi th paragraph (a) or paragraph (b) nust indicate the

speci al i zati on coverages shown on the out-of-state certificate

whi ch correspond to coverages designated by the state board.

21
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(10) €9 NONCI TI ZENS. - -

(a) The state board may adopt rules for issuing
certificates to noncitizens who may be needed to teach and who
are legally adnmtted to the United States through the United
States Inmmigration and Naturalization Service. The filing of
a witten oath to uphold the principles of the Constitutions
of the United States and of the State of Florida, required
under subparagraph (3)(c)1l., does not apply to individuals
assigned to teach on an exchange basi s.

(b) Acertificate may not be issued to a citizen of a
nation controlled by forces that are antagonistic to
denocratic forns of governnent, except to an individual who
has been legally adnmitted to the United States through the
I mmigration and Naturalization Service.

(11) €36y DENI AL OF CERTI FI CATE. - -

(a) The Departnent of Education nmay deny an applicant
a certificate if the departnent possesses evi dence
satisfactory to it that the applicant has committed an act or
acts, or that a situation exists, for which the Educati on
Practi ces Comm ssion would be authorized to revoke a teaching
certificate.

(b) The decision of the Departnent of Education is
subj ect to review by the Educati on Practices Conmi ssion upon
the filing of a witten request fromthe applicant within 20
days after receipt of the notice of denial

(12) (1) STATE BOARD RULES. --The State Board of
Education shall adopt rules as necessary to inplenent this
section. By October 1, 2000, the State Board of Education
shal |l adopt rules for certification in the area of

speech-| anguage i npai rnents at the baccal aureate degree | evel.

This certification shall authorize the provision of

22
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speech-| anguage services under the direct supervision of a

speech- | anguage pat hol ogi st.
(13) 2> PRI OR APPLI CATI ON. - - Persons who apply for
initial professional or tenporary certification are governed

by the law and rules in effect at the tine of application for
i ssuance of the initial certificate.
(14) (13) PERSONNEL RECORDS. - - The Departnent of
Education shall maintain a conplete statenent of the academc
preparation, professional training, and teaching experience of
each person to whoma certificate is issued. The applicant or
t he superintendent shall furnish the information using a
format or forns provided by the departnent.
(15) 34y AUTHORI TY OF COW SSI ONER. - - The Conmi ssi oner

of Education is authorized to nake deci sions regardi ng an
applicant's certification under extenuating circunstances not
ot herwi se provided for in statute or by rule. However, an
applicant for certification approved by the conm ssi oner nust
possess the credentials, know edge, and skills necessary to
provide quality education in the public schools.

Section 5. Section 231.1725, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

231. 1725 Enpl oynent of substitute teachers, teachers
of adult education, ant nondegreed teachers of career
education, and career specialists; students performn ng

clinical field experience.--

(1) Notwithstandi ng the provisions of ss. 231.02,
231.15, and 231.17, or any other provision of lawor rule to
the contrary, each school board shall establish the mnim
qgualifications for:

(a) Substitute teachers to be enployed pursuant to s.
231.47. The qualifications shall require the filing of a

23
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conpl ete set of fingerprints in the same nanner as required by
s. 231.02.

(b) Part-tine and full-tinme teachers in adult
educati on prograns. The qualifications shall require the
filing of a conplete set of fingerprints in the same nanner as
required by s. 231.02. Faculty enployed solely to conduct
post secondary instruction my be exenpted fromthis
requirenent.

(c) Part-tine and full-tinme nondegreed teachers of
vocational prograns. Qualifications shall be established for
agriculture, business, health occupations, fanily and consumner
sci ences, industrial, narketing, career specialist,and public

servi ce education teachers, based prinmarily on successfu
occupational experience rather than acadenic training. The
gual i fications for such teachers shall require

1. The filing of a conplete set of fingerprints in the
sanme manner as required by s. 231.02. Faculty enployed solely
t o conduct postsecondary instruction nmay be exenpted fromthis
requirenent.

2. Docunentation of education and successfu
occupati onal experience including docurmentation of:

a. A high school diploma or the equivalent.

b. Conpletion of 6 years of full-tinme successfu
occupati onal experience or the equivalent of part-tine
experience in the teaching specialization area. Alternate
neans of determ ning successful occupational experience nay be
establ i shed by the school board.

c. Completion of career education training conducted
t hrough the local school district inservice master plan

d. For full-tinme teachers, conpletion of professiona
education training in teaching nethods, course construction

24
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1| I esson planning and eval uati on, and teachi ng special needs

2 | students. This training may be conpl eted through coursework

3| froma standard institution or an approved district teacher

4 | educati on program

5 e. Denopnstration of successful teaching perfornance.
6 (2) Substitute, adult education, and nondegreed career
7 | education teachers who are enpl oyed pursuant to this section
8 | shall have the sane rights and protection of |laws as certified
9 | teachers.

10 (3) A student who is enrolled in a state-approved

11 | teacher preparation programin an institution of higher

12 | education which is approved by rules of the State Board of

13 | Education and who is jointly assigned by the institution of
14 | hi gher education and a school board to performa clinica

15| field experience under the direction of a regularly enpl oyed
16 | and certified educator shall, while serving such supervised
17 | clinical field experience, be accorded the sanme protection of
18 | law as that accorded to the certified educator except for the
19 | right to bargain collectively as an enpl oyee of the schoo
20 | board.
21 Section 6. Section 231.24, Florida Statutes, is
22 | anended to read:
23 231.24 Process for renewal of professiona
24 | certificates.--
25 (1) (a) School districts in this state shall renew
26 | state-issued professional certificates as foll ows:
27 1. Each school district shall renew state-issued
28 | professional certificates for individuals who hold a
29 | professional certificate by this state and are enpl oyed by
30| that district pursuant to criteria established in subsections
31

25
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(2), (3), and (4) and requirenents specified in rules of the
State Board of Education

2. The enploying school district may charge the
i ndi vidual an application fee not to exceed the anmobunt charged
by the Departnent of Education for such services, including
associated | ate renewal fees. Each school board shal
transmit nonthly to the departnment $20, or a fee established
by the state board, for each renewed certificate that is
renewed, to cover the costs for naintenance and operation of

the statewi de certification database and for costs incurred in
printing and nmailing such renewed certificates. As defined in
current rules of the State Board of Education, the departnent
shall contribute a portion of such fee for purposes of funding
t he Educat or Recovery Network established in s. 231.263. The
departnment shall deposit all funds into the Educationa
Certification Trust Fund for use as specified in s. 231.30.

(b) The departnent shall renew state-issued
prof essional certificates for individuals who are not enpl oyed
by a school board of this state pursuant to criteria
established in subsections (2), (3), and (4) and requirenents
specified in rules of the State Board of Education

(2) Al professional certificates, except a
nonr enewabl e professional certificate, shall be renewable for
successi ve periods not to exceed 5 years after the date of
subm ssion of docunentation of conpletion of the requirenents
for renewal provided in subsection (3). Only one renewal nay
be granted during each 5-year validity period of a
prof essional certificate. —exeept—that A teacher with nationa
certification fromthe National Board for Professiona
Teaching Standards is deened to neet state renewal
requirenents for the life of the teacher's nationa

26
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certificate in the subject shown on the national certificate.

However, if the renewal application formis not received by
the departnent or by the enploying school district before the
expiration of the professional certificate, the application
form application fee, and a late fee nust be subnitted before
July 1 of the year following expiration of the certificate in
order to renew the professional certificate. The state board
shal | adopt rules to allow a 1-year extension of the validity
period of a professional certificate in the event of serious
illness, injury, or other extraordi nary extenuating

ci rcunstances of the applicant. The departnent shall grant
such 1-year extension upon witten request by the applicant or
by the superintendent of the local school district or the
governing authority of a devel opnental research school

st at e- supported school, or nonpublic school that enploys the
appl i cant.

(3) For the renewal of a professional certificate, the
followi ng requirenents nust be net:

(a) The applicant nmust earn a nininmumof 6 college
credits or 120 inservice points or a conbination thereof. For
each area of specialization to be retained on a certificate,
the applicant nust earn at least 3 of the required credit
hours or equivalent inservice points in the specialization
area. Education in "clinical educator" training pursuant to s.
240.529(5)(b) and credits or points that provide training in
the area of exceptional student education, normal child
devel opnent, and the disorders of devel opnent may be applied
toward any specialization area. Credits or points that provide
training in the areas of drug abuse, child abuse and negl ect,
strategies in teaching students having limted proficiency in
Engl i sh, or dropout prevention, or training in areas

27
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identified in the educational goals and performance standards
adopted pursuant to ss. 229.591(3) and 229.592 nay be applied
toward any specialization area. Credits or points earned
t hrough approved sumrer institutes may be applied toward the
fulfillnment of these requirenents. Inservice points may al so
be earned by participation in professional growh conponents
approved by the State Board of Education and specified
pursuant to s. 231.600 s—236-08%% in the district's approved
master plan for inservice educational training, including, but
not linmted to, serving as a trainer in an approved teacher
training activity, serving on an instructional nmaterials
conmittee or a state board or commi ssion that deals with
educational issues, or serving on an advisory council created
pursuant to s. 229.58.

(b) Inlieu of college course credit or inservice
points, the applicant may renew a specialization area by

passage of a state board approved subject area test.—by

procedure—

(c) If an applicant wishes to retain nore than two
speci alization areas on the certificate, the applicant shal
be pernitted two successive validity periods for renewal of
all specialization areas, but nust earn no fewer than 6
col l ege course credit hours or the equivalent in any one
validity period.

28
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(d) The state board shall approve rules for the
expanded use of training for renewal of the professiona
certificate for educators who are required to conplete
training in teaching students of limted English proficiency
as follows:

1. A teacher who holds a professional certificate may
use college credits or inservice points conpleted in
Engl i sh-f or- Speaker s- of - her - Languages training in excess of
6 senester hours during one conprehensive period toward
renewal of the professional certificate during the subsequent
validity peri ods.

2. A teacher who holds a tenporary certificate may use
college credits or inservice points conpleted in
Engl i sh-f or - Speaker s- of - & her - Languages trai ning toward
renewal of the teacher's first professional certificate. Such
training nust not have been included within the degree
program and the teacher's tenporary and professiona
certificates nmust be issued for consecutive school years.

(4) \When any person who holds a valid tenporary
certificate or professional certificate is called into or
vol unteers for actual wartine service or required peacetine
mlitary service training, the certificate shall be renewed
for a period of tinme equal to the tine spent in mlitary
service if the person nakes proper application and presents
substantiating evidence to the departnent or the enpl oying
school district regarding such nmlitary service.

(5) The state board shall adopt rules to allow the
reinstatenent of expired professional certificates. The
departnment may reinstate an expired professional certificate
within 5 3 years after the date of expiration if the
certificatehol der:

29
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1 (a) Subnits an application for reinstatenent of the
2| expired certificate.
3 (b) Docunents conpletion of 6 college credits during
4] the 5 years imedi ately preceding reinstatenent of the expired
5| certificate, conpletion of 120 inservice points, or a
6 | conbination thereof, in an area specified in paragraph (3)(a).
7 (c) During the 5 years immediately preceding
8| reinstatenent of the certificate, achieves a passing score on
9| the subject area test for each subject to be shown on the
10 | reinstated certificate.
11
12 | The requirenents of this subsection may not be satisfied by
13 | subject area tests or college credits conpleted for issuance
14| of the certificate that has expired.
15 Section 7. Subsections (1) and (8) of section 231.261
16 | Florida Statutes, are anended to read:
17 231. 261 Education Practices Conm ssi on
18 | organi zation. --
19 (1) There is created the Education Practices
20 | Conmi ssion, to consist of 17 15 menbers, including 7 teachers,
21| 5 admnistrators, and 5 3 lay citizens (of whom 2 shall be
22 | fornmer school board nenbers), appointed by the State Board of
23 | Education from nomi nations by the Commi ssi oner of Education
24 | and subject to Senate confirmation. Prior to naking
25 | nomi nations, the conmmi ssioner shall consult with the teaching
26 | and ot her involved associations in the state. |In naking
27 | nomi nations, the comissioner shall attenpt to achi eve equa
28 | geographi cal representation, as closely as possible.
29 (a) A teacher nenber, in order to be qualified for
30 | appoi nt nent:
31 1. Mist be certified to teach in the state

30
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1 2. Mist be a resident of the state.

2 3. Must have practiced the profession in this state
3| for at least 5 years i medi ately precedi ng the appoi nt nent.
4 (b) A school admnistrator nmenber, in order to be

5| qualified for appointnent:

6 1. Must have an endorsenment on the teaching

7| certificate in the area of school adninistration or

8 | supervi sion.

9 2. Mist be a resident of the state.

10 3. Must have practiced the profession as an

11| adninistrator for at least 5 years i mmedi ately preceding the
12 | appoi nt nent.

13 (c) The lay nenbers nust be residents of the state.
14 (8)(a) The designee of the chairperson of the

15| conmission shall, fromtine to tine, designate nenbers of the
16 | conmission to serve on be—divided—nto—two panels for the

17 | purpose of reviewi ng and issuing final orders in uper cases
18 | presented to the conm ssion +t+. A case recofmended—order

19 | concerning a conpl ai nt agai nst a teacher nust shatH- be
20 | reviewed and a final order thereon entered acted—upon by a
21 | panel conposed of seven commi ssi on nenbers four of whom nust
22 | be teacher s;—two—tay—~citizens,—and—one—admnistrater—fromthe
23 | eormmisston. A case recenmended—order concerning a conpl ai nt
24 | against an adm nistrator nust shat be reviewed and a final
25 | order thereon entered aeted—tupon by a panel conposed of seven
26 | comm ssi on nenbers four of whom nust be adm ni strators—twe
27 | L ’ I I F I Cecion
28 | Notwi thstanding the requirenents of this paragraph for the
29 | nunber of teachers and adninistrators on a panel, any four
30 | nenbers of a panel designated for a particular neeting
31

31
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1| constitutes a quorum of that panel for that neeting, and a

2| quorumis necessary for the panel to take official action

3 (b) A mjority of the nenbers of a panel The—panets of
4 | the conmission shall have final agency authority in all cases
5] involving the revocation or ant suspension of certificates of
6 | teachers or and school administrators or involving other

7| disciplinary action agai nst teachers or school adninistrators.
8 | The local school board shall retain the authority to

9| discipline teachers and adninistrators pursuant to | aw

10 Section 8. Section 231.263, Florida Statutes, is

11 | anended to read:

12 231. 263 Recovery network program for educators.--

13 (1) RECOVERY NETWORK ESTABLI SHED. - - There is created
14 | within the Departnent of Education, to begin on July 1, 1994,
15| a recovery network programto assi st educators who are

16 | inpaired as a result of alcohol abuse, drug abuse, or a nental
17 | condition in obtaining treatnent to pernmt their continued

18 | contribution to the education profession. Any person who

19 | holds certification issued by the departnent pursuant to s.
20| 231.17 is eligible for the assistance.
21 (2) RECOVERY NETWORK STAFF. - -
22 (a) The departnent shall enploy an adninistrator and
23| staff as are necessary to be assigned exclusively to the
24 | recovery network program
25 (b) The Conmi ssioner of Education shall establish the
26 | criteria for and appoint the staff of the program
27 (c) The departnent may contract with other
28 | professionals to inplenent this section
29 (3) PURPOCSE OF RECOVERY NETWORK. - - The recovery network
30 | program shall assist educators in obtaining treatnent and
31| services fromapproved treatnent providers, but each inpaired

32
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educator nust pay for his or her treatnment under terns and
condi ti ons agreed upon by the inpaired educator and the
treatnent provider. A person who is adnitted to the program
nmust contract with the treatnent provider and the program
The treatnent contract nust prescribe the type of treatnent
and the responsibilities of the inpaired educator and of the
provider and nust provide that the inpaired educator's

progress will be nonitored by the program
(4) APPROVAL OF TREATMENT PROVI DERS. - - The recovery
network program shall |ocate, evaluate, and approve qualified

treat nent providers.

(5) RELATIONSH P W TH EDUCATI ONAL PRACTI CES COWM SSI ON
AND DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON. - - The recovery network program
shal | operate independently of, but may cooperate with, the

O fice of Professional Practices Services of the Departnent of
Education and the Education Practices Conmission. A person's
participation in the programentitles the conmm ssioner to
enter into a deferred prosecution agreenent pursuant to s.
231. 262, or such participation may be considered a factor in
mtigation of or a condition of disciplinary action agai nst
the person's certificate by the Education Practices Comr ssion
pursuant to s. 231.28.

(6) PARTIClI PATI ON | N RECOVERY NETWORK PROGRAM - - The
recovery network program shall operate independently of

enpl oyee assi stance prograns operated by | ocal schoo
districts, and the powers and duties of school districts to
make enpl oynent deci sions, including disciplinary decisions,
is not affected except as provided in this section

(a) Educator not subject to investigation or

proceedi ngs. --A person who is not subject to investigation or

proceedi ngs under ss. 231.262 and 231.28 may voluntarily seek

33
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assi stance through a local school district enployee assistance
program for which he or she is eligible and through the
recovery network, regardl ess of action taken against himor
her by a school district. Voluntarily seeking assi stance al one
does not subject a person to proceedi ngs under ss. 231.262 and
231. 28.

(b) Educator subject to investigation or

proceedi ngs. --A person who is subject to investigation or

proceedi ngs under ss. 231.262 and 231.28 nay be required to
participate in the program The program nay approve a | oca
enpl oyee assi stance programas a treatnent provider or as a
neans of securing a treatnent provider. The program and the
| ocal school district shall cooperate so that the person nay
obtain treatnment without linmting the school district's
statutory powers and duties as an enpl oyer or the disciplinary
procedures under ss. 231.262 and 231. 28.

(c) Deferred prosecution agreenents with educator not

previously investigated.--A person who has not previously been

under investigation by the Departnent of Education may be

enrolled in a treatnment program by the recovery network after

an investigation has commenced, if the person

1. Acknow edges his or her inpairnent;

2. Agrees to evaluation as approved by the recovery

net wor k;
3. Agrees to enroll in an appropriate treatnment

program approved by the recovery network;

4., Executes releases to the recovery network program

for all nedical and treatnment records regarding his or her

i mpai rnent and participation in a treatnent program under 42
U S . C s. 290dd-3 and the federal regul ati ons adopt ed
t her eunder;

34
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1 5. Enters into a deferred-prosecution agreenent with
2 | the Conmi ssi oner of Education which provides that a

3| prosecution may not be instituted concerning the matters

4 | enunerated in the agreenent while the person is properly

5] enrolled in the treatnent program and successfully conpl eting
6| the programas certified by the recovery network. The

7 | Commi ssi oner of Education is under no obligation to enter into
8 | a deferred-prosecution agreenent with the educator but may do
9| soif he or she deternmines that it is in the best interests of
10 | the educational programof the state; and

11 6. Has not previously entered any substance abuse

12 | program is not being investigated for any action involving a
13| felony or viol ence agai nst another person, and has not had

14 | nultiple arrests for mnor drug use, possession, or abuse of
15 ] alcohol. |If an educator successfully conpl etes the treatnent
16 | program as provided in this paragraph, the records concerning
17 | the treatnent programshall be handl ed as provided in CS for
18 | SB 2434, 2000 Regul ar Session, or sinilar |egislation

19 | However, if the educator violates the provisions of the
20 | deferred-prosecution agreenent, fails to conplete the program
21| or in any other fashion becones ineligible for the treatnent
22 | program provided by the recovery network, the Departnent of
23 | Education must be notified of the educator's failure and the
24 | departnent shall continue its investigation and take action
25| against the educator's certificate pursuant to s. 231.262.
26 | Upon notification of failure of the recovery network program
27 | all nedical records shall remain confidential as provided in
28 | Senate Bill 2434 of the 2000 Regul ar Session of the
29 | Legislature or simlar |legislation
30 (7) REFERRAL WHEN NO PROBABLE CAUSE FOUND. --1f a
31| conmplaint is made to the departnent agai nst a teacher or an
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1| administrator pursuant to s. 231.262 and a finding of no

2 | probabl e cause indicates that no concern other than inpairnment
3| exists, the departnent shall informthe person of the

4 | availability of assistance provided by the recovery network

51 program

6 (8) ADM SSI ON TO THE RECOVERY NETWORK. - - A person who
7]|is referred or who requests adnission to the recovery network
8 | program shall be tenporarily admtted pending a finding that
9 | he or she has:

10 (a) Acknow edged his or her inpairnent problem

11 (b) Agreed to evaluation as approved by the recovery
12 | network program

13 (c) Voluntarily enrolled in an appropriate treatnment
14 | program approved by the recovery network program

15 (d) Voluntarily sought agreenent fromthe schoo

16 | district for tenporary leave or linmtations on the scope of
17 | enpl oynent if the tenporary leave or linmtations are included
18| in the treatnent provider's recommendations; or voluntarily
19 | agreed to pursue the alternative treatnent recommended by the
20| treatnent provider if the school district does not approve
21 | such tenporary leave or limtations on the scope of
22 | enpl oynent .
23 (e) Executed releases to the recovery network program
24 | for all nedical and treatnent records regarding his or her
25| inpairnment and participation in a treatnent program pursuant
26| to 42 U.S.C. s. 290dd-3 and the federal regul ations adopted
27 | thereunder.
28 (9) DI SCLOSURE OF MEDI CAL RECORDS. - - An approved
29 | treatnent provider nust disclose to the recovery network
30| programall information in its possession which relates to a
31| person's inpairnment and participation in the treatnent
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1| program |Information obtained under this subsection is

2| confidential and exenpt froms. 119.07(1) and s. 24(a), Art. |

3] of the State Constitution. This exenption is necessary to

4 | pronote the rehabilitation of inpaired educators and to

5| protect the privacy of treatnent program participants. The

6| failure to provide such information to the programis grounds

7| for withdrawal of approval of a treatnment provider. Mdica

8 | records provided to the program nmay not be disclosed to any

9 | other person, except as authorized by | aw

10 (10) DECLARATION OF INELIGBILITY.--

11 (a) A person may be declared ineligible for further

12 | assistance fromthe recovery network programif he or she does

13 | not progress satisfactorily in a treatnment programor |eaves a

14 | prescri bed programor course of treatnent w thout the approval

15| of the treatnent provider.

16 (b) The determination of ineligibility nmust be nade by

17 | the conmissioner in cases referred to himor her by the

18 | program admi ni strator. Before referring a case to the

19 | conm ssioner, the adm nistrator nust discuss the circunstances

20| with the treatnent provider. The comni ssioner may direct the

21| Ofice of Professional Practices Services to investigate the

22 | case and provide a report.

23 (c) If atreatnent contract with the programis a

24 | condition of a deferred prosecution agreenent, and the

25 | conmi ssioner deternines that the person is ineligible for

26 | further assistance, the conmi ssioner nmay agree to nodify the

27 | terns and conditions of the deferred prosecution agreenent or

28 | may issue an administrative conplaint, pursuant to s. 231.262,

29 | all eging the charges regardi ng whi ch prosecution was deferred.

30| The person may dispute the determi nation as an affirmative

31| defense to the administrative conplaint by including with his
37
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or her request for hearing on the adm nistrative conplaint a
witten statenent setting forth the facts and circunstances
that show that the determ nation of ineligibility was
erroneous. |If administrative proceedi ngs regarding the

admi ni strative conplaint, pursuant to ss. 120.569 and 120.57,
result in a finding that the determination of ineligibility
was erroneous, the person is eligible to participate in the
program |f the determination of ineligibility was the only
reason for setting aside the deferred prosecution agreenent
and issuing the adninistrative conplaint and the

admi ni strative proceedings result in a finding that the
determ nati on was erroneous, the conplaint shall be disnissed
and the deferred prosecution agreenent reinstated w thout
prejudice to the conm ssioner's right to reissue the

admi ni strative conplaint for other breaches of the agreenent.

(d) If atreatnent contract with the programis a
condition of a final order of the Education Practices
Conmi ssion, the conmi ssioner's determination of ineligibility
constitutes a finding of probable cause that the person failed
to conply with the final order. The conm ssioner shall issue
an adm ni strative conplaint, and the case shall proceed under
ss. 231.262 and 231.28, in the sane manner as cases based on a
failure to conply with an order of the Education Practices
Conmi ssi on.

(e) If the person voluntarily entered into a treatnent
contract with the program the conmi ssioner shall issue a
witten notice stating the reasons for the deternination of
ineligibility. Wthin 20 days after the date of such notice,
the person nay contest the deternination of ineligibility
pursuant to ss. 120.569 and 120. 57.
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(11) RELEASE AND DI SCLOSURE OF MEDI CAL
RECORDS. - - Medi cal records rel eased pursuant to paragraph

(8)(e) may be disclosed to the conmissioner, the Ofice of

Pr of essi onal Practices Services, and the Educati on Practices
Conmi ssion only as required for purposes of this section, or
as otherw se authorized by law. Further disclosure or rel ease
of the nedical records may not be nade except as authorized by
law and in accordance with 42 U S.C. s. 290dd-2 and the
federal regulations adopted thereunder. The nedical records
are confidential and exenpt froms. 119.07(1) and s. 24(a),
Art. | of the State Constitution.

(12) FEES.--The State Board of Education shall include
in the fees established pursuant to s. 231.30 an anpunt
sufficient to inplenent the provisions of this section. The
state board shall by rule establish procedures and additiona
standards for:

(a) Approving treatnent providers, including
appropriate qualifications and experience, anount of
reasonabl e fees and charges, and quality and effectiveness of
treat nent prograns provided

(b) Admitting eligible persons to the program

(c) Evaluating inpaired persons by the recovery
net wor k program

Section 9. Subsection (6) of section 231.28, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

231.28 Education Practices Conm ssion; authority to
di scipline.--

(6) (a) When an individual violates the provisions of a
settl enment agreenent enforced by a final order of the
Education Practices Commi ssion, an order to show cause nmay be
i ssued by the clerk of the conm ssion. The order shall require
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the individual to appear before the conmission to show cause
why further penalties should not be | evied against the
individual's certificate pursuant to the authority provided to
t he Education Practices Conmission in subsection (1). The
Education Practices Comi ssion shall have the authority to
fashion further penalties under the authority of subsection
(1) as deened appropriate when the show cause order is
responded to by the individual

(b) If an individual has been found to have viol at ed

this section such that the Education Practices Conm ssi on has

the authority to take action against the individual's Florida

Educator's Certificate on two separate occasions, or if the

i ndi vidual has entered into a settlenent agreenent enforced by

a final order of the Education Practices Conmni ssion for the

second tine, or any conbination of two instances of settlenent

agreenent and a finding of a violation of this section, the

Educati onal Practices Commi ssion shall, upon a third finding

of probable cause by an investigative panel of the conmi ssion

and a finding that the allegations are proven pursuant to an

admi ni strative proceeding in accordance with s. 120.57(1) or

(2) or adnmitted to, issue a final order revoking the

individual's Florida Educator's Certificate for a mninumof 1

year. If, in the third instance, the individual enters into a

settl enment agreenent with the Departnment of Education, that

agreenent nust also include a penalty revoking that

individual's Florida Educator's Certificate for a mninumof 1

year. The investigative panel is vested with jurisdiction to

receive conpl aints, conduct investigations, dismss

conpl aints, and, upon a vote of a sinple najority of the

panel, subnmit a finding of formal charges to the ful

comm Sssi on.
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Section 10. Subsection (1) of section 231.30, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

231.30 Certification fees.--

(1) The State Board of Education, by rule, shal
establish separate fees for applications, exaninations,
certification, certification renewal, |ate renewal,
recordnaki ng, and recordkeepi ng, and nmay establish procedures
for scheduling and adm ni stering an examni nati on upon an
applicant's request. Each fee shall be based on depart nent
estimates of the revenue required to inplement the provisions
of law with respect to certification of school personnel and

b I ’ I : dedi "
seetion. The application fee shall be nonrefundable. Each
exam nation fee shall not exceed be—sufficient—toe—cover the
actual cost of devel opi ng and admi ni stering the exani nati on;

Section 11. Section 231.600, Florida Statutes, is
anended to read:

231.600 School Conmmunity Professional Devel oprment
Act . - -

(1) The Departnent of Education, public community
col l eges and universities, public school districts, and public
schools in this state shall collaborate to establish a
coordi nat ed system of professional devel opnent. The purpose of
t he professional devel opnent systemis to enable the schoo
community to neet state and | ocal student achi evenent
standards and the state education goals and to succeed in
school inprovenent as described in s. 229.591
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(2) The school community includes adninistrators,
i nstructional personnel, support personnel, principals,
nenbers of district school boards, nenbers of school advisory

councils, parents, business partners, and personnel that
provide health and social services to school children. Schoo
districts may identify and include additional nenbers of the
school community in the professional devel opnent activities
required by this section

(3) The activities designed to i nplenent this section
nmust :

(a) Increase the success of educators in guiding
student | earning and devel opnent so as to inplenent state and
| ocal educational standards, goals, and initiatives;

(b) Assist the school community in providing
stinmul ati ng educational activities that encourage and notivate
students to achieve at the highest |evels and to becone active
| earners; and

(c) Provide continuous support for all educationa

professionals as well as tenporary intervention for education

prof essi onal s who need i nprovenent in know edge, skills, and
per f or nance.

(4) The Departnent of Education, school districts,
school s, and public colleges and universities share the
responsibilities described in this section. These
responsibilities include the follow ng:

(a) The department shall devel op and di sseminate to
the school conmmunity nodel professional devel opnent net hods

and prograns that have denonstrated success in neeting

identified student needs. The Commi ssioner of Education shal
use data on student achievenent to identify student needs. The
net hods of dissem nation nust include a statew de perfornance
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support system a database of exenplary professiona
devel opnent activities, a listing of avail abl e professiona
devel opnent resources, training programs, and technica

assi st ance.
(b) Each district school board shall develop a
prof essi onal devel opnent system The system nust be devel oped

in consultation eensttt with teachers and representatives of

coll ege and university faculty, comrunity agencies, and other
interested citizen groups to establish policy and procedures
to guide the operation of the district professiona
devel opnent program The professional devel opnent system
nmust :

1. Be approved by the Departnent of Education. A

substantial revisions to the systemnust be subnitted to the

departnent for review for continued approval;

2.1~ Require that principals and schools use student
achi evenent data, school discipline data, school environnent
surveys, assessments of parental satisfaction, perfornmance
apprai sal data of teachers and school administrators, and

ot her performance indicators to identify school and student
needs that can be net by inproved professional performance,
and assi st principals and schools in nmaking these
i dentifications;

3.2~ Provide inservice traintng activities and eeupled
wth fol |l owmup support that are s appropriate to acconplish
district-level and school -1 evel inprovenent goals and
standards. The inservice activities for instructional

personnel nust primarily focus on subject content and teaching

met hods, including technology, as related to the Sunshine

State Standards; assessnent and data anal ysis; classroom

managenent; and school safety;
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1 4. Include a nmaster plan for inservice activities,

2 | under rules of the State Board of Education, for all district
3| enpl oyees fromall fund sources. The master plan nust be

4 | updated annually by Septenber 1 using criteria for continued
5| approval as specified by rules of the State Board of

6 | Education. Witten verification that the inservice plan neets
7] all requirenents of this section nust be subnitted annually to
8 | the commi ssioner by Cctober 1;

9 5. Require each school principal to establish and

10 | mai ntain an individual professional devel opnent plan for each
11 | instructional enpl oyee assigned to the school. The individua
12 | professional devel opnent plan nust:

13 a. Be related to specific performance data for the

14 | students to whomthe teacher is assigned;

15 b. Define the inservice objectives and specific

16 | neasurabl e i nprovenents expected in student perfornance as a
17 | result of the inservice activity; and

18 c. Include an eval uation conponent that determ nes the
19 | effectiveness of the professional devel opnent plan
20 6. Include inservice activities for schoo
21| adnministrators that address updated skills necessary for
22 | effective school managenent and instructional | eadership;
23 7.3 Provide for systematic consultation with regiona
24 | and state personnel designated to provide technical assistance
25| and eval uation of |ocal professional devel opnent prograns;
26 8.4 Provide for delivery of professional devel opnent
27 | by distance | earning and ot her technol ogy-based delivery
28 | systens to reach nore educators at | ower costs; and
29 9.5~ Provide for the continuous eval uation of
30 | Continuousty—evatuvate the quality and effectiveness of
31 | professional devel opnent prograns in order to elimnate
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1| ineffective prograns and strategies and to expand effective

2 | ones. Evaluations nust consider the inpact of such activities
3| on the perfornmance of participating educators and their

4 | students' achi everent and behavi or

5 (c) Each public community college and university shal
6 | assist the departnent, school districts, and schools in the

7 | design, delivery, and eval uation of professional devel opnent
8| activities. This assistance nust include active participation
9]in state and local activities required by the professional

10 | devel opnent system

11 (5)(a) The Departnent of Education shall provide a

12 | systemfor recruitnent, preparation, and professiona

13 | devel opnent of school administrators. This system nust:

14 1. ldentify the knowl edge, conpetencies, and skills
15| necessary for effective school managenent and instructiona

16 | | eadership which align with student perfornmance standards and
17 | accountability neasures;

18 2. Include perfornance eval uati on net hods;

19 3. Provide for alternative neans for preparation of
20 | school administrators, which nmay include prograns desi gned by
21| school districts and institutions of higher education under
22 | gui del i nes devel oped by the conmi ssioner. The adnmi ni strator
23 | preparation prograns nust be approved by the Departnent of
24 | Educati on;
25 4., Provide for the hiring of qualified out-of-state
26 | school adm nistrators; and
27 5. Provide advanced educati onal opportunities for
28 | school - based instructional | eaders.
29 (b) The Commi ssioner of Education shall appoint a task
30| force that includes a school district superintendent, a schoo
31| board nenber, a principal, an assistant principal, a teacher,

45

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIRPLO O N DWNPRER O

CS for CS for SB 2432 First Engrossed

a dean of a college of education, and parents. The task force

shal | convene periodically to provide recomendati ons to the

Departnent of Education in the areas of recruitnent,

preparation, professional devel opnent, and eval uati on of

school adninistrators.
(6) £5) Each district school board shall provide
funding for the professional devel opnent system as required by

s. 236.081 and the annual General Appropriations Act, and

shal | direct expenditures fromother funding sources to
strengthen the systemand nake it uniformand coherent. A
school district nay coordinate its professional devel opnent
programw th that of another district, with an educationa
consortium or with a college or university, especially in
preparing and educating personnel

(7) t6) The Departnent of Education shall design
net hods by which the state and district school boards nay
eval uate and i nprove the professional devel opnent system The
eval uati on must include an annual assessnment of data that
i ndicate progress or |lack of progress of all students. |If the
revi ew of data indicates an achi evenent | evel that is unusual
the departnent may investigate the causes of the success or
| ack of success, nmmy provide technical assistance, and may
require the school district to enploy a different approach to
prof essi onal devel opnent. The departnent shall report
annually to the State Board of Education and the Legislature
any school district that, in the determ nation of the
departnment, has failed to provide an adequate professiona
devel opnent system This report nust include the results of
the departnent's investigation and of any intervention
provi ded.
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(8)t#) The State Board of Education may adopt rules to
adnmi ni ster this section.

(9)8) This section does not limt or discourage a
di strict school board fromcontracting with i ndependent
entities for professional devel opnent services and inservice
education if the school board believes that, through such a
contract, a better product can be acquired or its goals for
educati on i nprovenent can be better net.

(10) £9) For teachers and adm nistrators who have been
eval uated as |l ess than satisfactory, a school board may
require participation in specific professional devel opnent
prograns as part of the inprovenent prescription

Section 12. Subsection (3) of section 231.625, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

231. 625 Teacher recruitnent and retention.--

(3) The Departnent of Education &f+ce—of—TFeacher
Reerui-trent—and—Retent+onr—Services, in cooperation with
di strict personnel offices, shall sponsor a job fair in a

central part of the state to match in-state educators and
out-of -state educators with teaching opportunities in this
state.

Section 13. Paragraph (g) of subsection (2) and
par agraph (a) of subsection (4) of section 231.6255, Florida
Statutes, are anended to read

231. 6255 Christa MAuliffe Arbassador for Education
Program - -

(2) There is established the Christa MAuliffe
Anbassador for Education Programto provide salary, travel,
and other rel ated expenses annually for an outstanding Florida
teacher to pronote the positive aspects of teaching as a
career. The goals of the programare to:
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(g) Work with and represent the Departnent of
Educat i on &fice—of—TFeacher—Reeruitrent—andRetention
Serviees, as needed.

(4)(a) The Departnent of Education and—the—OoH+ece—of
Feacher—Reerui-trent—and—Retention—Servi-ces shall adm ni ster
t he program

Section 14. Subsection (3) of section 236.081, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

236.081 Funds for operation of schools.--If the annua
al l ocation fromthe Florida Education Finance Programto each
district for operation of schools is not determned in the
annual appropriations act or the substantive bill inplenenting
t he annual appropriations act, it shall be determ ned as
foll ows:

(3) | NSERVI CE EDUCATI ONAL PERSONNEL TRAI NI NG
EXPENDI TURE. - - OF t he anpunt conputed in subsections (1) and
(2), a percentage of the base student allocation per full-tine
equi val ent student shall be expended for educational training
prograns as deternmined by the district school board as
provided in s. 231.600 s—236-068%%. This percentage shal
remai n constant and shall be cal cul ated by dividing $6 by the
1990- 1991 base student allocation. At |least two-thirds of the
funds so deternined shall be expended as provided in s.

231. 600, and such funds may be used for inplenentation of the
denonstrati on of professional education conpetence program as
provided in s. 231.17. Funds as provided herein may be
expended only for the direct support of inservice training
activities as prescribed bel ow

(a) Salaries and benefits of:

1. Personnel directly administering the approved
i nservice training program
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2. School board enpl oyees whil e such personnel are
conducting an approved inservice training program

3. Substitutes for personnel released to participate
in an approved inservice training programor an inservice
council activity.

(b) Oher direct operating expenses, excluding capita
outlay, required for admnistering the approved inservice
training program including, but not linmted to, the
fol | owi ng:

1. Inservice training materials for approved inservice
training activities.

2. Data processing for approved inservice training
activities.

3. Tel ephone for the approved inservice training
program

4, O fice supplies for the personnel adm nistering the
approved inservice training program

5. Duplicating and printing for approved inservice
training activities.

6. Fees and travel and per di em expenses for
consultants used in conducting approved inservice training
activities.

7. Travel and per diem expenses for school district
personnel attending approved inservice conferences, workshops,
or visitations to schools.

8. Rental of facilities not owned by the school board
for use in conducting an approved inservice training program

(c) Conpensation may be awarded under this subsection
to enpl oyees engaged in inservice training activities which
are outside of, or in addition to, regular hours of duty
assignnments or a regular day of a contract period for which
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1| regular conpensation is provided. No nopneys shall be
2 | authorized under this subsection for additional salaries and
3| benefits constituting dual conpensation to enpl oyees
4 | participating in inservice activities if such activities are
5| within regular hours of duty assignnents or within a regul ar
6 | day of a contract period for which regular conpensation is
7 | provided.
8 (d) Funds may be expended to pay tuition or
9| registration fees for college courses provided the course is
10| identified in the district's approved naster plan and the
11 | enpl oyee does not receive college credit. However, an enpl oyee
12 | may be awarded col |l ege credit for successful participation in
13 | exenpted inservice prograns that are identified by the
14 | Departnent of Education in State Board of Education rule and
15| for which the enpl oyee shall pay the regular tuition and
16 | registration fees assessed by the credit-granting institution.
17 | Courses for these exenpted prograns shall be arranged and
18 | conducted in conpliance with procedures that are devel oped
19 | cooperatively by the Departnent of Education and the Board of
20| Regents and are also included in State Board of Education
21| rule. Provision for paynent of tuition and registration fees
22 | for such credit-earning courses shall be contained in State
23 | Board of Education rule.
24 Section 15. Paragraphs (a) and (d) of subsection (2)
25| of section 236.08106, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:
26 236. 08106 Excellent Teachi ng Program --
27 (2) The Excellent Teaching Programis created to
28 | provi de categorical funding for nonetary incentives and
29 | bonuses for teaching excellence. The Departnent of Education
30| shall distribute to each school district or to the NBPTS an
31| anpbunt as prescribed annually by the Legislature for the
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Excel | ent Teaching Program For purposes of this section, the
Fl ori da School for the Deaf and the Blind neets the definition
of a school district.Unless otherwi se provided in the Genera

Appropriations Act, each distribution shall be the sumof the
anounts earned for the follow ng incentives and bonuses:

(a) A fee subsidy to be paid by the Departnent of
Education to the NBPTS on behal f of each individual who is an
enpl oyee of a district school board or a public school wthin
the school district, who is certified by the district to have
denonstrated satisfactory teaching perfornance pursuant to s.
231.29 and who satisfies the prerequisites for participating
in the NBPTS certification program and who agrees, in
witing, to pay 10 percent of the NBPTS participation fee and
to participate in the NBPTS certification programduring the
school year for which the fee subsidy is provided. The fee
subsidy for each eligible participant shall be an anobunt equa
to 90 percent of the fee charged for participating in the
NBPTS certification program—but—moet—rore—than—$1,-800per
eH-gibte—partiecipant. The fee subsidy is a one-tine award and
may not be duplicated for any individual

(d) An annual bonus equal to 10 percent of the prior
fiscal year's statew de average salary for classroomteachers
to be distributed to the school district to be paid to each
i ndi vi dual who neets the requirenments of paragraph (c) and
agrees, in witing, to provide the equival ent of 12 workdays
of nmentoring and rel ated services to public school teachers
within the state distriet who do not hold NBPTS certification.
The district school board shall distribute the annual bonus in

a single paynent following the conpletion of all required
nmentoring and rel ated services for the year. It is not the
intent of the Legislature to renove excellent teachers from
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their assigned cl assroons; therefore, credit nmay not be
granted by a school district or public school for nentoring or
rel ated services provided during the regular school day or
during the 196 days of required service for the school year

A teacher for whomthe state pays the certification fee and
who does not conplete the certification programor does not
teach in a public school of this state for a |least 1 year
after conpleting the certification program nust repay the
amount of the certification fee to the state. However, a
t eacher who conpletes the certification programbut fails to
be awarded NBPTS certification is not required to repay the
amount of the certification fee if the teacher neets the
1-year teaching requirenent. Repaynent is not required of a
t eacher who does not conplete the certification program or
fails to fulfill the teaching requirenent because of the
teacher's death or disability or because of other extenuating
ci rcunstances as deternined by the State Board of Education
Section 16. Florida Mentor Teacher School Pil ot
Program - -

(1) The Legislature recogni zes that high-quality

teachers are essential to assuring excell ence and increasing

t he achi evenent levels of all students. The purpose of this

section is to provide a nodel to reformand i nprove the

current structure of the teaching profession. There is created

a Florida Mentor Teacher School Pilot Programthat will help

to attract, retain, and notivate high-quality teachers. The

program shall be inplenented in up to 400 pil ot schools by the

2001- 2002 school year. These pil ot schools shall be sel ected

by the Commi ssi oner of Education, representing snmall, nedi um

and |large districts. Each approved school shall be awarded a
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1 |$50, 000 grant. Each nentor teacher school program nust be
2 | approved by the Commi ssi oner of Education based on criteria
3| specified by the Conmi ssioner of Education
4 (2) The essential elenents of the Florida Mentor
5| Teacher School Pilot Program are to:
6 (a) Provide teachers with nultiple career paths,
7 | begi nning as educati on paraprofessionals and rising to
8 | associ ate teachers, teachers, |ead teachers, and nentor
9 | teachers. There nust be highly differentiated duties anpng the
10| five levels. The nentor teacher nust have a reduced teaching
11 | schedul e and an 11-nonth or a 12-nonth contract to pernit
12 | weekly instruction to all the students under the nentor
13 | teacher's supervision. The renmaining tine nust be spent in
14 | giving denonstration | essons, coaching, facilitating
15| curriculum devel opnent, and providing staff devel opnent for
16 | other teachers at the school
17 (b) Establish broad salary ranges to provide
18 | flexibility to reward performance and to negotiate salaries to
19 | attract teachers to hard-to-staff schools and subjects.
20 | Advancenent nust be deternined by acadeni ¢ achi evenent,
21 | exam nation, denonstration, and student progress data. Each
22 | nentor teacher is eligible for a total annual salary incentive
23| bringing his or her salary to twice the average district
24 | cl assroomteacher's salary. Fifty percent of the nentor
25 | teacher salary incentive nust be based on the increased
26 | achi evenent of students assigned under the supervision of the
27 | nentor teacher.
28 (c) Provide ongoi ng professional devel opnent for
29 | teachers to learn and grow professionally, which includes a
30| daily block of tinme for associate teachers, teachers, and | ead
31
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teachers to reflect and plan and to interact with the nentor

t eacher.
(d) Provide all eligible teachers with the opportunity

for national certification.

(e) Provide for a specified organizational pattern

such as clusters or teans of teachers for grade levels or

subj ect areas consisting of associate teachers, teachers, and

| ead teachers who are supported by educati on paraprof essi onal s

and directed by a nentor teacher

(3) The five teaching career devel opnent positions and

m ni num requi renents are:

(a) An education paraprofessional nust have earned at

| east an associ ate's degree froman accredited coll ege and

denonstrate appropriate witing, speaking, and conputation

skills.
(b) An associate teacher nust hold at |east a

bachel or's degree froman accredited institution and a valid

Fl ori da educator's certificate.

(c) A teacher nust hold at |east a bachelor's degree

froman accredited institution, have a valid Florida

educator's certificate, have a mninmumof 3 years' full-tine

t eachi ng experi ence, docunent satisfactory teaching

perfornmance, and docunent evidence of increased student

perfornmance for the students taught.

(d) A lead teacher nust have at |east a bachelor's

degree froman accredited institution, have a valid Florida

educator's professional certificate, have a mnimumof 5

years' full-tinme teaching experience, docunent exenpl ary

t eachi ng performance, and docunent evidence of significant

i ncreased student performance for the students taught. A |ead
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teacher may serve as a cluster or team/| eader who provides

i ntensive support for associate teachers and teachers.

(e) A nmentor teacher nust:

1. Have at |east a bachelor's degree from an

accredited institution, have a valid Florida educator's

professional certificate, have at least 7 years' full-tine

t eachi ng experience, and have denonstrated expertise as a

staff devel oper, and:

a. Hol d a valid National Board for Professiona

Teachi ng Standards certificate;

b. Have been selected as a district, regional, or

state teacher of the year; or

c. Hold an equival ent status as determ ned by the

Commi ssi oner of Education; or

2. Have conpl eted a Professional Teaching Fell owship

program consi sting of a Teaching Fel |l owshi p, pursuant to

Senate Bill 748, 2000 Regul ar Session, or simlar |egislation

(4) The Conmi ssioner of Education may adopt rul es

necessary for the admnistration of this section and approval

of the nentor teacher school program

(5) This sectionis to be inplenented to the extent

funded by the General Appropriation Act.

Section 17. Paragraphs (a) and (e) of subsection (3)
of section 240.4063, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

240. 4063 Florida Teacher Schol arship and Forgi vabl e
Loan Program - -

(3)(a) Wthin the Florida Teacher Schol arshi p and
For gi vabl e Loan Program shall be established the Florida
Critical Teacher Shortage Forgi vabl e Loan Program whi ch shal
nmake under graduate and graduate forgivable | oans available to
eligible students entering prograns of study that lead to a
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degree in a teaching programin a critical teacher shortage
area. To be eligible for a program|oan, a candi date shall

1. Be a full-tinme student at the upper-division
undergraduate or graduate level in a teacher training program
approved by the departnent pursuant to s. 240.529 leading to
certification in a critical teacher shortage subject area.

2. Have declared an intent to teach, for at |east the
nunber of years for which a forgivable loan is received, in
publicly funded pubte el enentary or secondary school s of

Florida in a critical teacher shortage area identified by the
State Board of Education. For purposes of this subsection a

school is publicly funded if it receives at |east 75 percent

of its operating costs from governnental agencies and operates

its educational programunder contract with a public schoo

district or the Departnent of Education.

3. Meet the general requirenents for student
eligibility as provided in s. 240.404, except as otherw se
provided in this section.

4. |f applying for an undergraduate forgivable | oan
have mai ntai ned a m ni mum cunul ati ve grade poi nt average of
2.5 on a 4.0 scale for all undergraduate work. Renewal
appl i cants for undergraduate | oans shall maintain a mninmm
cunmul ative grade point average of at least a 2.5 on a 4.0
scale for all undergraduate work and have earned at |east 12
senester credits per term or the equivalent.

5. If applying for a graduate forgivable | oan, have
mai nt ai ned an undergraduate cunul ati ve grade poi nt average of
at least a 3.0 on a 4.0 scale or have attained a G aduate
Record Exami nation score of at |east 1,000. Renewal applicants
for graduate | oans shall maintain a nininmumcunul ative grade
poi nt average of at least a 3.0 on a 4.0 scale for al

56

CODING:Words st+ieken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R R R
P O © 0 N O U0~ WNIERPLO O N D WNPRER O

CS for CS for SB 2432 First Engrossed

graduate work and have earned at | east 9 senester credits per
term or the equivalent.

(e) The State Board of Education shall adopt by rule
repaynment schedul es and applicable interest rates under ss.
240. 451 and 240.465. A forgivable loan nust be repaid within
10 years of conpletion of a program of studies.

1. Credit for repaynent of an undergraduate or
graduate forgivable |oan shall be in an anbunt not to exceed
$4,000 in loan principal plus applicable accrued interest for
each full year of eligible teaching service. However, credit
in an anmount not to exceed $8,000 in |oan principal plus
appl i cabl e accrued interest shall be given for each full year
of eligible teaching service conpleted at a high-density,
| ow- economi ¢ urban school or at a |lowdensity, |ow econonic
rural school, as identified by the State Board of Education

2. Any forgivable loan recipient who fails to teach in
a publicly funded pubH-—€ el enentary or secondary school in

this state as specified in this subsection is responsible for
repayi ng the |l oan plus accrued interest at 8 percent annually.
3. Forgivable loan recipients may receive | oan
repaynment credit for teaching service rendered at any tine
during the schedul ed repaynent period. However, such repaynent
credit shall be applicable only to the current principal and
accrued interest balance that remains at the tine the
repaynment credit is earned. No |oan recipient shall be
rei mbursed for previous cash paynents of principal and
i nterest.
Section 18. Paragraph (b) of subsection (4) of section
240.529, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:
240.529 Public accountability and state approval for
t eacher preparation prograns.--
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(4) CONTI NUED PROGRAM APPROVAL. - - Not wi t hst andi ng
subsection (3), failure by a public or nonpublic teacher
preparation programto neet the criteria for continued program
approval shall result in |oss of program approval. The
Departnent of Education, in collaboration with the departnents
and col | eges of education, shall devel op procedures for
conti nued program approval which docunent the continuous
i mprovenent of program processes and graduates' perfornance.

(b) Additional criteria for continued program approval
for public institutions may be devel oped by the Education
St andar ds Commi ssi on and approved by the State Board of
Education. Such criteria nust enphasize instruction in eutcore

reasures—of—student—performance—in—the—areas—of cl assroom

managenent and nust provide for the eval uation of the teacher

candi dat es' fproving—the performance in this area. The
criteria nust also require instruction in working with

under - achi evi ng students. Program eval uati on procedures of

suspenstons—ant—other—disetrpHnrary—actions—and nust i ncl ude,

but need not be limted to, program graduates' satisfaction
With instruction trarnng and the unit's responsiveness to

| ocal school districts. Additional criteria for continued
program approval for nonpublic institutions shall be devel oped
in the sanme manner as for public institutions; however, such
criteria nust be based upon significant, objective, and
guantifiabl e graduate perfornmance neasures. Responsibility for
coll ecting data on outcone neasures through survey instrunents
and ot her appropriate neans shall be shared by the
institutions of higher education, the Board of Regents, the
State Board of |ndependent Colleges and Universities, and the
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1| Departnent of Education. By January 1 of each year, the
2 | Departnent of Education, in cooperation with the Board of
3| Regents and the State Board of |ndependent Coll eges and
4] Universities, shall report this information for each
5| postsecondary institution that has state-approved progranms of
6 | teacher education to the Governor, the Comm ssioner of
7 | Education, the Chancellor of the State University System the
8 | President of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of
9 | Representatives, all Florida postsecondary teacher preparation
10 | prograns, and interested nenbers of the public. This report
11 | nust anal yze the data and nmake recommendati ons for inproving
12 | teacher preparation prograns in the state.
13 Section 19. Sections 231.0861, 231.087, 231.173, and
14 | 236.0811, Florida Statutes, are repeal ed.
15 Section 20. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
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