Florida Senate - 2000 CS for SB 2434

By the Committee on Education and Senator Cow n

304-1939- 00
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to public records; providing an
3 exenption from public records requirenents for
4 certain records of an educator who successfully
5 conpl etes a recovery network treatnent program
6 providing an expiration date; providing a
7 finding of public necessity; providing a
8 conti ngent effective date.
9
10| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
11
12 Section 1. Upon successful conpletion of a treatnent
13 | program as provided in section 231.263(6)(c), Florida
14 | Statutes, as anended by Committee Substitute for Senate Bil
15 ] 2432, and full conpliance with a deferred prosecution
16 | agreenent between an educator and the Departnent of Education
17 | entered into pursuant to that section, the nedical records of
18 | the educator which relate to treatnent received are exenpt
19 | fromdiscl osure provisions of Section 24(a) of Article | of
20| the State Constitution and section 119.07(1), Florida
21| Statutes. This exenption is subject to the Open Gover nnent
22 | Sunset Review Act in accordance with section 119.15, Florida
23| Statutes, and expires on October 2, 2005, unless reviewed and
24 | reenacted by the Legi sl ature.
25 Section 2. The Legislature finds that it is a public
26 | necessity that the records described in section 1 of this act
27 | be held confidential in order to pronote the rehabilitation of
28 | inpaired educators. Furthernore, the Legislature finds that it
29 | woul d encourage participation in the recovery network program
30| for educators and reduce the teacher shortage in the state if
31
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the confidentiality of records pertaining to participation in

t he program encouraged nore participation in the program

Section 3. This act shall take effect on the effective
date of Conmittee Substitute for Senate Bill 2432 or simlar
| egislation, relating to the network recovery treatnment
program and shall not take effect if that |egislation does
not becone a | aw.

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N
CCNNITTEEBsgggngUTE FOR

The Committee Substitute clarifies that the only records the
bill will exenpt are the nedical recaords that relate to
treatnent recelved under the deferred prosecution agreenent.
(Gt her_ nedical records are exenpt under other laws.) This
clarification also neans that_the only records that will be
made public if an educator fails to keep the terns of t he
deferred prosecution agreenent, or fails in the treatnent
Progran1 wi [T be those records’ not othermnse exenmpt -- ie.:

he“fact that the educator entered into the agreenent and
attenpted but failed a treatnent program
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