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Florida Senate - 2000 SB 2482

By Senat or Saunders

25-884- 00
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to special risk nmenbership in
the Florida Retirenent System anending s.
121. 0515, F. S.; extending nenbership in the
special risk class to certain helicopter pilots
and supervi sory personnel of energency nedica
techni ci ans and paranedi cs; providing a finding
of inportant state interest; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (2) of section 121.0515, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

121. 0515 Special risk nenbership; criteria;
desi gnati on and renoval of classification; credits for past
service and prior service; retention of special risk nornma
retirement date.--

(2) CRITERIA --A nenber, to be designhated as a speci al
risk menber, nust neet the following criteria:

(a) The nenber nust be enployed as a | aw enfor cenent
of ficer and be certified, or required to be certified, in
conpliance with s. 943.1395; however, sheriffs and el ected
police chiefs shall be excluded fromneeting the certification
requi rements of this paragraph. In addition, the nenber's
duties and responsibilities nust include the pursuit,
apprehension, and arrest of |law violators or suspected | aw
violators; or the nenber nust be an active nmenber of a bonb
di sposal unit whose prinmary responsibility is the |ocation
handl i ng, and di sposal of explosive devices; or the nenber
nmust be the supervisor or command officer of a nenber or
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1)
nmenbers who have such responsibilities; provided, however,

admi ni strative support personnel, including, but not limted
to, those whose primary duties and responsibilities are in
accounting, purchasing, |egal, and personnel, shall not be

i ncl uded;

(b) The nenber nust be enployed as a firefighter and
be certified, or required to be certified, in conpliance with
s. 633.35 and be enployed solely within the fire departnent of
t he enpl oyer or agency of state governnent. |In addition, the
nmenber's duties and responsibilities nust include on-the-scene
fighting of fires or direct supervision of firefighting units,
or the nenber nust be the supervisor or command officer of a
nmenber or nenbers who have such responsibilities; provided,
however, admi nistrative support personnel, including, but not
limted to, those whose prinmary duties and responsibilities
are in accounting, purchasing, |egal, and personnel, shall not
be i ncl uded;

(c) The nenber nust be enpl oyed as a correctiona
of ficer and be certified, or required to be certified, in
conpliance with s. 943.1395. |In addition, the nenber's
primary duties and responsibilities nust be the custody, and
physi cal restraint when necessary, of prisoners or inmates
within a prison, jail, or other crimnal detention facility,
or while on work detail outside the facility, or while being
transported; or the nmenber nmust be the supervisor or conmmand
of ficer of a nmenber or nenbers who have such responsibilities;
provi ded, however, administrative support personnel
including, but not limted to, those whose prinmary duties and
responsibilities are in accounting, purchasing, |legal, and
personnel, shall not be included; however, superintendents and
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assi stant superintendents shall participate in the Special
R sk Cl ass; e+

(d) The nenber nust be enployed by a |icensed Advance
Li fe Support (ALS) or Basic Life Support (BLS) enployer as an
energency nedi cal technician or a paranmedic and be certified
in conpliance with s. 401.27. In addition, the nenber's
primary duties and responsibilities nust include on-the-scene
energency nedical care or direct supervision of energency

nedi cal technicians and paranedics, or the nenber nust be the

supervi sor or conmand officer of one or nore nenbers who have

such responsibilities. However, admnistrative support

personnel, including, but not limted to, those whose primary
responsibilities are in accounting, purchasing, |legal, and
personnel, shall not be included; or-

(e) The nmenber nust be enpl oyed as a Federal Aviation

Adm ni stration-licensed helicopter pilot by a nunicipal

county, or state agency authorized to provide | aw enforcenent,

fire protection, or energency nedical services. In addition

the nmenber's duties nust include piloting the aircraft for the

pur pose of rescue, surveillance, or pursuit or the novenent of

personnel of any such agency. However, administrative support

personnel, including, but not linmted to, those whose primary

responsibilities are in accounting, purchasing, |legal, and

personnel, shall not be incl uded.

Section 2. The Legislature finds that a proper and

legitinmate state purpose is served when enpl oyees and retirees

of the state and of its political subdivisions and the

dependents, survivors, and beneficiaries of such enpl oyees and

retirees, are extended the basic protections afforded by

governnental retirenent systens that are nanaged,

admi ni stered, and funded in an actuarially sound nanner, as
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required by s. 14, Article X of the State Constitution and

part VIl of chapter 112, Florida Statutes. Therefore, the

Legi sl ature hereby deternmi nes and declares that the provisions

of this act fulfill an inportant state interest.

Section 3. This act shall take effect October 1, 2000.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Ext ends nenbersh|P in the speC|aI risk class of the
Florida Retirenment Systemto helicopter ﬂl|0 s enployed
by gover nnent al IaM/enforcenent firefighting,

emergency nedi cal agencies and to persons mho su ervi se
ener gency nedi cal teéchnicians or_ paranedics or 0 ]
supervi sé the persons who supervi se the energency nedica

techni ci ans or paranedi cs.
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