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1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to education; creating s.

3 228.60, F.S.; providing for the Conm ssioner of

4 Education to nmake annual recommendations to the

5 Legislature relating to funding Florida Ofsite

6 Learning Grants; providing the purposes of such

7 grants; prohibiting the use of specified

8 sources to fund such grants; providing for the

9 conmi ssioner to appoint a review panel to

10 assist in review ng grant applications;

11 requiring the provision of a public forum

12 requiring the conm ssioner to include funding

13 reconmendations in the Departnent of

14 Education's annual budget request; requiring a

15 contract between the departnent and each grant

16 recipient; requiring each grant recipient to

17 submt an annual report to the departnent;

18 requiring each recipient to have an annua

19 postaudit of its financial accounts conducted
20 and to subnmit a copy to the departnent;
21 providing for rul emaki ng by the departnent.
22
23| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
24
25 Section 1. Section 228.60, Florida Statutes, is
26 | created to read:
27 228.60 Florida Ofsite Learning Grants. --
28 (1) (a) The Conmi ssioner of Education shall annually
29 | make recomendations to the Legislature for funding Florida
30| Ofsite Learning Grants to nonprofit and conmunity-based
31| organi zations, including math, science, art, and environnental
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1| facilities that provide | earning opportunities for public

2 | school students in nontraditional settings. In order to

3|l qualify for a grant under this section, an organi zati on nust
4 | denonstrate the educati onal conponents of its program Funds
5| for Florida Ofsite Learning G ants nay not be taken out of

6| the Florida School |nprovenent and Acadeni ¢ Achi evenent Trust
7 | Fund as aut hori zed under s. 236.12295, the C assroons First

8 | Program authorized in s. 235.187, the effort index grants

9| authorized in s. 235.186, or the Public Education Capita

10| Qutlay and Debt Service Trust Fund authorized in s. 9, Art.
11 | XIl of the State Constitution.

12 (b) In naking recommendations for grant awards, the

13 | conmi ssioner shall annually appoint a review panel to assi st
14 ) in reviewing grant applications. Menbers of the revi ew panel
15| shall be appointed to serve for terns of 1 year. The pane

16 | shall review grant applications and nmake recommendati ons to
17 | the conmi ssioner concerning the relative nerits of the

18 | applicants. The Departnment of Education shall, by rule,

19 | establish criteria for reviewing grant applications to ensure
20| conpliance with applicable federal and state laws relating to
21 | discrimnation and conflicts of interest.
22 (c) The review panel shall provide a forumfor public
23 | cooment before it votes on any grant.
24 (2) Annually, the conmm ssioner shall include in the
25| | egi sl ative budget request of the Departnment of Education a
26 | recommendation for funding Ofsite Learning Grants. The
27 | recommendation nust include the panel's ranking of applicants
28 | and recommended funding | evel s for each
29 (3)(a) Upon appropriation by the Legislature of
30| funding for these grants, the Departnment of Education and each
31| organi zati on nmust execute a contract that contains information
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relating to the program the projected operating i ncomre and

expenses, and other provisions that the departnent considers

necessary to the adnministration of the program

(b) Each recipient organi zation nust submt to the

Departnent of Education an annual report that states in detai

the expenditure of the funds and is subject to the auditing

provi sions and rul es of the departnent.

(c) Each organization shall cause an annual postaudit

or independent attestation of its financial accounts, as

specified in s. 216.349, to be conducted by an i ndependent

certified public accountant. The annual audit report nust be

submitted to the Departnent of Education for review. The

departnment may require and receive fromthe recipient

institution or fromits independent auditor any detail or

suppl enental data relating to the operation of the

i nstitution.

(d) The Departnent of Education shall adopt rul es

necessary for the admnistration of this section

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Provi des for the Comm ssi oner of Education to make annual
recommendations to the Leqgislature re!atln? to funding
Florida Ofsite Learnln? ants. Provides the purposesS of
such grants. Prohibits the use of specified sources for
fundi hg such grants. Provides for the conmm ssioner to
appoi ntf a review panel annually to assist in review ng
grant applications. Requires a public forumto be

provi ded before grants are voted on. Requires the

comm ssioner to include funding recomendations in the
Departnent of Education's annual budget request. Requires
a contract to be executed between thée departnment and each
grant recipient. Requires each grant recipient to submt
an annual report to the departnent. Requires each

reci pient to have an annua ostaudit of its financial
accounts conducted and to submt_ a copy to the
departnent. Provides for rulgnaklng by” t he depart nent.
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