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Florida Senate - 2000 SB 2622
By Senator Cow n

11-1249-00
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to child welfare; anending s.
383.011, F.S.; providing for the Departnent of
Health to develop and inplenent a public
awar eness canpai gn and hotline through which
certain pregnant teens nmmy receive information
with respect to their pregnancies; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (e) of subsection (1) of section
383.011, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

383.011 Administration of maternal and child health
pr ogr ans. - -

(1) The Departnent of Health is designated as the
state agency for:

(e) The departnent shall establish in each county
health departnent a Healthy Start Care Coordination Programin
which a care coordinator is responsible for receiving
screening reports and risk assessnent reports fromthe Ofice
of Vital Statistics; conducting assessnents as part of a
mul tidisciplinary team where appropriate; providing technica
assistance to the district prenatal and infant care
coalitions; directing fanmily outreach efforts; and
coordinating the provision of services within and outside the
departnent using the plan devel oped by the coalition. The care
coordi nation process nust include, at a mninmum fanmly
outreach workers and heal th paraprofessionals who will assist
in providing the followi ng enhanced services to pregnant
wonen, infants, and their famlies that are deternm ned to be
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at potential risk by the departnent's screening instrunent:
case finding or outreach; assessnent of health, social
environnental, and behavioral risk factors; case nanagenent
utilizing the famly support plan; hone visiting to support
the delivery of and participation in prenatal and infant
primary care services; childbirth and parenting education
i ncl udi ng encour agenent of breastfeeding; counseling; and
soci al services, as appropriate. Fam |y outreach workers may
i nclude social work professionals or nurses with public health
educati on and counsel i ng experience. Paraprofessionals my
i ncl ude resource nothers and fathers, trained health aides,
and parent educators. The care coordi nation program shall be
devel oped in a coordinated, nonduplicative nanner with the
Devel opnental Eval uation and Intervention Program of
Children's Medical Services, using the | ocal assessnent
findings and plans of the prenatal and infant care coalitions
and the prograns and services established in chapter 411, Pub
L. No. 99-457, and this chapter

1. Fanilies determined to be at potential risk based
on the threshol ds established in the departnent's screening
i nstrunent nust be notified by the departnent of the
determ nati on and reconmendati ons for foll owp services. A
Medi caid-eligible famlies shall receive Early Periodic
Screeni ng, Diagnosis and Treatnent (EPSDT) Services of the
Florida Medicaid Programto help ensure continuity of care
All other famlies identified at potential risk shall be
directed to seek additional health care followup visits as
provi ded under s. 627.6579. A fanily identified as a fanmly at
potential risk is eligible for enhanced servi ces under the
care coordination process within the resources allocated, if
it is not already receiving services fromthe Devel oprent al
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Eval uati on and Intervention Program The departnent shal
adopt rules regulating the assignnent of fanmily outreach
wor kers and par apr of essi onal s based on the threshol ds
established in the departnent's risk assessnent t ool

2. As part of the care coordination process, the
departnment nust ensure that subsequent screenings are
conducted for those fanilies identified as famlies at
potential risk. Procedures for subsequent screenings of al
i nfants and toddl ers nmust be consistent with the established
periodicity schedule and the | evel of risk. Screening prograns
nmust be conducted in accessible | ocations, such as child care
centers, local schools, teenage preghancy programs, comunity
centers, and county health departnents. Care coordi nati on nust
also include initiatives to provide i muni zations in
accessi bl e locations. Such initiatives nust seek ways to
ensure that children not currently being served by
i muni zation efforts are reached.

3. The provision of services under this section nust
be consistent with the provisions and pl ans established under
chapter 411, Pub. L. No. 99-457, and this chapter

4. Contingent upon provision of a specific

appropriation, the departnent shall make funding available to

Healthy Start Coalitions for the devel opnent and

i npl erentation of a Pregnant-And-In-Need (PAIN) public

awar eness canpai gn targeting pregnant teens who are not

seeki ng prenatal care and nay be at high risk of abandoni ng

their babies. The purpose of this canpaign is to get prenata

care and care coordi nation services to pregnant teens to

pronmote heal thy newborns and to prevent the abandoni ng of

babi es. The departnent will make funds available to the

Healthy Start Coalitions through a grant process. The
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1| departnment will establish a statew de 1-800-PAIN hotline that
2| uses the current hotline for Healthy Start Coalition services.
3| The public awareness canpai gn funded through these grant funds
4| nust include informati on on the PAIN hotline that pregnant

5] teens can use to receive counseling and access prenatal care
6 | while remai ni ng anonynous. The provision of funding for this
7 | canpai gn nust include an eval uati on conponent on the inpact of
8 | each of the canpaigns.

9 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.
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12 SENATE SUMVARY

13 Froyides for the DePartnent of Health to devel op and

14|  EOPpSTGn afd hotl T for preguant Leens aho need

15 i nformati on about their preghancies.
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