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Florida Senate - 2000 (NP) SR 2654

By Senators Forman and Scott

32-1926- 00
Senate Resolution No.
A resol ution designating the nonth of Apri
2000 as "Autism Awareness Month" in this state.

WHEREAS, autismis a conplex and puzzling
neur obi ol ogi cal di sorder that severely inpairs the ability of
i ndividuals to process and integrate ordinary information from
their environnent, and

WHEREAS, autism severely affects the way autistic
individuals relate to others socially and their ability to
comuni cate and | earn, and

WHEREAS, Broward County has approxi mately 1,000
autistic children and young adults, who conprise one of the
| argest such populations in the United States, and

WHEREAS, autismstrikes 1 in every 700 children and is
now consi dered the nost comon disability, and

WHEREAS, autismaffects all five senses, causing either
very acute deficits in functioning or, sonetines, the conplete
absence of functioning with consistency, and

VWHEREAS, autismis unidentifiable until an individua
is between 18 and 24 nonths of age and often does not nanifest
itself until well into the second or third year of life, and

WHEREAS, with the proper treatnent and intensive
therapy, it is possible for many autistic children to progress
to a point at which they are indistinguishable fromtheir
peers, and

WHEREAS, nationally, April has been designated as
"Auti sm Awar eness Month," and

WHEREAS, the Florida Senate encourages all of us to
educate ourselves with respect to the effects of autism and
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the therapies available for individuals with autism NOW
THEREFORE,

Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida:

That the Florida Senate designates the nonth of Apri
2000 as "Autism Awareness Mnth" in Florida.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat a copy of this resolution,
with the Seal of the Senate affixed, be presented to the
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Broward County Conmission, as a tangi ble token of the
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sentinents of the Florida Senate.
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