© 00 N o O WDN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R R R
P O © 0 N O U0~ WNIERPLO O ®~NOO®UuDWNPRER O

Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2000 HB 281
By Representative Bitner

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to financial responsibility;
anending s. 324.021, F.S.; redefining the term
"owner/lessor" with respect to statutes
governing financial responsibility for the
operation of a nmotor vehicle; providing that a
not or vehicle shall not be deened to be a
dangerous instrunentality and the owner or
| essor of the vehicle shall not be vicariously
liable for certain injuries or danages caused
by the operation of the vehicle; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (9) of section 324.021, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

324.021 Definitions; mnimminsurance required.--The
foll owi ng words and phrases when used in this chapter shall
for the purpose of this chapter, have the neanings
respectively ascribed to themin this section, except in those
i nstances where the context clearly indicates a different
neani ng:

(9) OMER, LESSOR OANERAESSER. - -

(a) Owner.--A person who holds the legal title of a
notor vehicle; or, in the event a notor vehicle is the subject
of an agreenent for the conditional sale or |ease thereof with
the right of purchase upon perfornmance of the conditions
stated in the agreenent and with an inmediate right of
possession vested in the conditional vendee or |essee, or in
the event a nortgagor of a vehicle is entitled to possession
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t hen such conditional vendee or |essee or nortgagor shall be
deened the owner for the purpose of this chapter
Not wi t hst andi ng any ot her provision of Florida Statutes or

existing case law, a notor vehicle is not a dangerous

instrunentality and an owner or |lessor shall not be liable for

bodily injury, death, or property damage arising fromthe use

of the notor vehicle by an operator
(b) Lessor ©Owmnerttessor.--A lessor is the person who
owns or has legal control of the notor vehicle and under an
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agreenent, pernits operators to retain actual physical contro

of the notor vehicl e. Netwi-thstanding—any—other—provision—of
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1. 2—Furthermere-Wth respect to commercial notor
vehicles as defined in s. 627.732, the owner is |liable to the

limts of $5,000,000 conbined property damage and bodily
injury liability the+imts—ontrabiHtyi+nr—subparagraphs
(by2—and-—3—donot—appty if, at the tinme of the incident, the

commercial notor vehicle is being used in the transportation

of materials found to be hazardous for the purposes of the
Hazardous Materials Transportation Authorization Act of 1994,
as anended, 49 U S.C. ss. 5101 et seq., and that is required
pursuant to such act to carry placards warning others of the
hazardous cargo, unless at the tine of |ease or rental eirther—
a— the lessee indicates in witing that the vehicle
will not be used to transport materials found to be hazardous
for the purposes of the Hazardous Materials Transportation
Aut hori zati on Act of 1994, as anended, 49 U S.C. ss. 5101 et

seq. —of
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5 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.
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9
Revises_a_Provision of | aw governi ng financi al

10 responsi bi |t¥ for the operation of "a mbtor vehicle to
redefine the ferm"owner/| essor." Provides that

11 not w t hst andi ng any ot her provision of Florida Statutes
or existing caSe law a notor vehicle is not a dangerous

12 instrunentality and an owner or |essor shall not be
liable for bodily injury, death, or ﬂroPerty damage

13 ar|S|nP fromthe use of "the notor vehicle by an operator
See bil'l for details.
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