SB 292 Second Engr ossed

1 Abill to be entitled
2 An act relating to education; creating s.
3 231.315, F.S.; providing for the establishnment
4 of nodel peer assistance and revi ew prograns;
5 providing for m ni num standards; providing for
6 techni cal assistance and all ocations; requiring
7 a report to the Governor, the President of the
8 Senate, and the Speaker of the House of
9 Representatives; creating s. 231.6015, F.S.
10 aut hori zing a mat hematics and sci ence teacher
11 educati on program requiring denonstration of
12 certain uses of funds; providing a program
13 pur pose, required conponents, and resource
14 al l ocation; requiring the Technol ogi ca
15 Research and Devel opnent Authority to serve as
16 the fiscal agent for the program requiring
17 col | aborative planning and inpl enentation
18 aut hori zing incentives and certification
19 creating s. 240.149, F.S.; creating a
20 nongover nnent al organi zation to plan and
21 i mpl erent a program for mathenmatics and sci ence
22 teacher education; requiring a board of
23 directors, a chief executive officer, other
24 staff, and an advi sory council; providing for
25 nmenbership, terns of office, and an
26 appoi nt nents process; providing responsibility
27 and authority to conduct certain activities;
28 requiring a budget request; anending s.
29 229.592, F.S.; requiring a report; anending s.
30 231.600, F.S.; requiring certain additions to
31 prof essi onal devel opnent prograns; anendi ng s.
1
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1 236.685, F.S.; requiring a report to include

2 certain information; creating s. 239.515, F.S.

3 establishing the College Fast Start Program

4 providing | egislative intent; defining terns;

5 provi di ng procedures for application to

6 participate in the program providing

7 gui del i nes for program approval ; providing

8 requi rements for approved programs; requiring

9 an advi sory council to review proposal s and
10 reconmend an order of priority for funding;
11 provi di ng nenbership of the advisory council;
12 providing for funding of the program providing
13 net hodol ogy for conpetitive funding of approved
14 prograns; providing requirenents for the
15 continuation of funding for programs; requiring
16 an interimreport to the Florida Governor's
17 Al liance for the Enploynent of Disabled
18 Citizens; requiring an annual end-of-the-year
19 report to the alliance; requiring the alliance
20 and the Postsecondary Education Pl anning
21 Conmi ssion to devel op specifications and
22 procedures for the transm ssion of such data;
23 requiring the alliance to report to the
24 CGovernor, the Legislature, and the Conmi ssioner
25 of Education annually on the effectiveness of
26 the program reenacting the Technol ogi ca
27 Research and Devel oprment Aut hority;
28 establ i shing the purposes of the authority;
29 setting a comm ssion to govern the authority;
30 prescribing the duties and responsibilities of
31 the commission and terns of office; providing a

2
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1 procedure for the professional devel opnent

2 prograns; anending s. 236.685, F.S.; requiring

3 appoi nt nent of the commi ssion; providing

4 severability; providing for student

5 participation in the statew de assessnent

6 program providing criteria for enroll nent

7 policies; providing legislative intent;

8 providing for the creation of new state

9 uni versities; providing a planning and
10 i mpl erent ati on process; specifying conditions
11 under which s. 240.527, F.S., is repeal ed;
12 providing for the creation of baccal aureate and
13 master's degree oriented universities;
14 di recting the Postsecondary Education Pl anning
15 Conmi ssion to devel op an operational plan
16 providing for the m ssion and governance of the
17 new uni versities; providing for adm ssion
18 standards and student fees; providing an
19 appropriation; anending s. 229.05371, F.S.
20 converting a pilot programfor schol arships for
21 students with disabilities to statew de
22 application; anending s. 235.435, F.S.
23 aut hori zi ng school districts to qualify
24 construction projects for funding under the
25 Special Facility Construction Account by using
26 the school capital outlay surtax in |lieu of the
27 maxi nrum ni | | age agai nst their nonexenpt
28 assessed property val ue; specifying funding
29 eligibility of certain projects; anending s.
30 231.621, F.S.; deleting the requirenent that
31 repaynent of a Critical Teacher Shortage

3
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1 Student Loan be nade directly to the hol der of
2 the |l oan; anending s. 240.40201, F.S.; revising
3 general student eligibility requirenents for
4 the Florida Bright Futures Schol arship
5 anendi ng s. 240.40202, F.S.; revising student
6 eligibility provisions for initial award of a
7 Fl orida Bright Futures Schol arshi p; anending s
8 240. 40203, F.S.; providing for renewal,
9 reinstatenment, and restoration of an award;
10 amendi ng s. 240.40204, F.S.; revising
11 accreditation requirenents for postsecondary
12 education institution participation in the
13 Fl orida Bright Futures Schol arshi p Program
14 anendi ng s. 240.40205, F.S., relating to the
15 Fl orida Acadeni c Schol ars award; requiring the
16 Departnent of Education to define matriculation
17 and fees for purposes of the award; clarifying
18 provisions relating to renewal and
19 reinstatenent of an award; revising the anopunt
20 awarded to the Florida Acadenic Scholar wth
21 t he hi ghest academ c ranki ng; anendi ng s.
22 240. 40206, F.S., relating to the Florida Merit
23 Schol ars award; authorizing the participation
24 of students who have been recogni zed by the
25 nerit or achi evenent prograns of the Nationa
26 Merit Schol arship Corporation as a scholar or
27 finalist, but have not conpleted a program of
28 community service; requiring the Departnent of
29 Education to define matricul ation and fees for
30 pur poses of the award; clarifying provisions
31 relating to renewal and reinstatenent of an
4
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1 award; providing a cross-reference; anending s.
2 240. 40207, F.S., relating to the Florida Gold
3 Seal Vocational Schol ars award; revising
4 student eligibility requirenents; requiring the
5 Departnent of Education to define matriculation
6 and fees for purposes of the award; clarifying
7 provisions relating to renewal and restoration
8 of an award; limting the use of a Florida Gold
9 Seal Vocational Scholars award at an
10 institution that grants baccal aureate degrees;
11 revising provisions relating to transfer to the
12 Florida Merit Scholars award program providing
13 for determ nation of the credit hour
14 limtation; anmending s. 240.40209, F.S.
15 relating to the calculation of awards of Bright
16 Futures Schol arship recipients attendi ng
17 nonpublic institutions; requiring the
18 Departnent of Education to define matriculation
19 and fees for purposes of the award; anending s.
20 240. 404, F.S., relating to general requirenents
21 for student eligibility for state financi al
22 aid; revising accreditation requirenents for
23 post secondary education institution
24 participation; requiring that to remain
25 eligible, a student not have a break in
26 enrol |l ment greater than 12 nonths; anending s.
27 240. 4064, F.S., relating to the critica
28 teacher shortage tuition rei nbursenent program
29 increasing the rate of tuition reinbursenent;
30 anending s. 240.412, F.S., relating to the Jose
31 Marti Schol arship Chall enge Grant Program
5
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1 revising accreditation requirenents for

2 post secondary education institution

3 participation; deleting the requirenent that an

4 appl i cant who applies as a graduate student

5 have earned a 3.0 cunul ative grade point

6 average for undergraduate coll ege-1evel

7 courses; deleting a linmtation on the nunmber of

8 senmesters or quarters a graduate student may

9 receive the award; anending s. 240.413, F.S.
10 relating to the Sem nole and M ccosukee | ndi an
11 Schol arshi ps; revising accreditation
12 requi rements for postsecondary education
13 institution participation; anmending s. 240. 437,
14 F.S., relating to student financial aid
15 pl anni ng and devel opnent; del eting obsol ete
16 provisions; clarifying provisions relating to
17 the repeal of unfunded financial assistance
18 prograns; repealing s. 240.465(5), F.S., which
19 prohi bits an individual borrower who is in
20 default in nmaking student financial assistance
21 repaynments from being furnished with his or her
22 academ c transcripts or other student records
23 until such tinme as the loan is paid in full or
24 the default status has been renoved; anendi ng
25 s. 240.472, F.S.; revising the definition of
26 the term"institution" to reflect revised
27 accreditation requirenents; anmending s. 295.01
28 F.S., relating to the education of children of
29 deceased or disabled veterans; clarifying
30 student eligibility requirenents; anending s.
31 295.02, F.S., relating to use of funds for the

6
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1 education of children of deceased or disabl ed

2 veterans; requiring the Departnent of Education

3 to define tuition and registration fees for

4 pur poses of award of funds; clarifying student

5 eligibility requirenents; providing for the

6 award of funds for attendance at an eligible

7 nonpubl i ¢ postsecondary institution

8 aut hori zing rules of the State Board of

9 Education; repealing s. 228.502, F.S., relating
10 to the Education Success |Incentive Program s.
11 240. 40242, F.S., relating to use of certain
12 schol arship funds by children of deceased or
13 di sabl ed veterans, and s. 240.6055, F.S.
14 relating to access grants for community coll ege
15 graduates; anending s. 246.041, F.S., relating
16 to the powers and duties of the State Board of
17 I ndependent Col | eges and Universities; removing
18 an obsol ete cross-reference; anending s.
19 240.409, F.S.; deleting the requirenent that a
20 student attend full-tine to be eligible for a
21 state student assistance grant; directing the
22 departnment to establish an application
23 deadline; requiring the student to enroll in at
24 | east 6 senester hours, or the equival ent, per
25 senester; requiring participating institutions
26 to indicate whether the student net the
27 deadline; creating s. 240.4099, F.S.; providing
28 priority for awardi ng student assistance
29 grants; anending s. 240.4095, F.S.; directing
30 the departnent to establish an application
31 deadline; directing participating institutions

7
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1 with regard to awardi ng of funds; deleting the
2 requi rement that a student attend full-tine to
3 be eligible for a Florida private student
4 assi stance grant; requiring a student to enrol
5 in at | east 6 senester hours, or the
6 equi val ent, per senester; anending s. 240.4097,
7 F.S.; directing the departnent to establish an
8 application deadline; directing institutions
9 with regard to awardi ng of funds; deleting the
10 requi rement that a student attend full-tine to
11 be eligible for a Florida postsecondary student
12 assi stance grant; requiring a student to enrol
13 in at |east 6 senester hours, or the
14 equi val ent, per senester; anending s. 240.404,
15 F.S.; revising the nmaxi num anount of tine an
16 under graduat e student can receive financi al
17 aid; directing the Division of Statutory
18 Revision to prepare a reviser's bill; providing
19 findings and declarations; creating the Hi gher
20 Educational Facilities Financing Authority;
21 providing for its powers; providing for
22 criteria for and covenants relating to the
23 aut hori zation of the issuance of notes and
24 revenue bonds not obligating the full faith and
25 credit of the authority, any nmunicipality, the
26 state, or any political subdivision thereof;
27 providing for |oans fromrevenue bonds to
28 participating institutions; requiring
29 bond-val i dati on proceedi ngs; providing for
30 trust funds and renedi es of bondhol ders;
31 providing for a tax exenption; providing for
8
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1 agreenent of the state; providing other powers

2 and authorities incident thereto; requiring

3 reports and audits; anending s. 196.012, F.S.

4 providing that institutions funded by this act

5 are educational institutions for purposes of

6 state taxation; providing an effective date.

7

8| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

9
10 Section 1. Section 231.315, Florida Statutes, is
11 | created to read:
12 231. 315 Peer assistance and review.--
13 (1) The Legislature, the education community, and the
14 | public expect high standards of professional practice from
15| school adnministrators and instructional staff. To pronpte high
16 | professional standards, administrators and instructional staff
17 | nust devel op a system of shared accountability. Peer
18 | assistance and review is a process in which highly skilled
19 | instructional personnel serve in a consulting role with their
20| peers to inprove the quality of classroominstruction. Peer
21 | assistance and review all ows administrators and instructiona
22 | personnel to share the responsibility of nentoring, training,
23 | assisting, and review ng the professional standards and
24 | practices of instructional personnel.
25 (2) Peer assistance and revi ew prograns nust neet the
26 | foll owi ng m ni nrum st andar ds:
27 (a) Program provisions nmust be devel oped through the
28 | col l ective bargaini ng agreenent between the teachers
29 | association and the school district.
30 (b) A joint instructional personnel and schoo
31| district governing body nust be created with responsibility to

9
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revi ew recommendati ons of the consulting peer instructiona

per sonnel
(c) Consulting peer instructional personnel nust be

recogni zed by their peers as highly skilled practitioners and

nmust be sel ected by their peers.

(d) Consulting peer instructional personnel nust be

properly conpensated and trained.

(e) Consulting peer instructional personnel nust

provi de assistance and review for instructional personnel wth

the sane area of expertise as the consulting peer

i nstructional personnel nenber

(f) Consulting peer instructional personnel nust not

be considered adm ni strative personnel and nust retain status

within the enpl oyees' collective bargaining unit.
(3) For fiscal years 2001-2002 and 2002-2003, up to
si x school districts may be selected to establish nodel peer

assi stance and review prograns. At | east one district sel ected

nmust have | ess than 6,000 students, and at | east one district

sel ect ed nust have nore than 100, 000 students. Districts that

intend to apply for selection nmust subnit an application to

t he Departnent of Education by March 1, 2001, which incl udes
t he agreenent between the teachers' association and the schoo
district. By October 1, 2001, the departnent shall select the
participating districts based on the quality of their

appli cati ons.

(4) The departnent shall provide technical assistance

to selected school districts to establish nodel peer

assi stance and revi ew prograns.

(5) The school districts selected to establish node

peer assistance and revi ew prograns shall receive by Decenber

10
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1, 2001, an allocation fromthe departnent as established in

the General Appropriations Act.
(6) During the 2002-2003 fiscal year, the departnent
shal | assess the results of the sel ected npdel peer assistance

and review progranms and shall subnit a report to the Governor

the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of

Representatives by March 1, 2003. The report nust include the

departnent's recommendation as to the continuation or

expansi on of peer assistance and revi ew prograns.
Section 2. Section 231.6015, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

231.6015 Mathemati cs and sci ence teacher-education

program - -
(1) The Legislature intends to establish an inservice

pr of essi onal devel opnent programto i nprove the teaching of

mat hemati cs and science in the public schools of this state,

with an initial enphasis on students in kindergarten through

grade 8. The program nmay be conducted separately or in

conjunction with other inservice professional devel opnent

prograns provided by a school district. The funds are to be

used to suppl enent but not to supplant current professiona

devel opnent in mathenatics and sci ence education

(2) As used in this section, the term"teacher" has

the nmeani ng ascribed to "instructional personnel” in s.
236. 685.
(3) The purpose of the programis to i nprove the

ability of teachers to deliver instruction that:

(a) Concentrates |earning on the Sunshine State
St andards and the Subject Matter Content Standards for
teachers adopted by the Education Standards Comni ssion

11
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1 (b) Includes content in sequences designed to prepare

2| students for the state assessnents of progress;

3 (c) Denonstrates its quality by inprovenent in

4 | students' classroom achi evenent; and

5 (d) ldentifies and chall enges students who excel in

6 | science and mathenmatics as well as those whose aptitude is

7 | average or bel ow average.

8 (4) The program nust be designed to inprove a

9 | teacher's command of content know edge and teaching skills. If

10 | resources are insufficient to provide adequate instruction for

11 ) all teachers, the program desi gn should all ocate those

12 | resources to produce a neasurabl e, systenm c change in student

13| learning, rather than only to reach as many teachers as

14 | possi bl e.

15 (5) The program nust:

16 (a) Enploy strategies that have proved effective;

17 (b) Exploit current know edge and research on

18 | professional staff devel opnent and standards;

19 (c) Include conponents for school board nenbers and

20 | adnm nistrators at the school |evel, school district

21| adnm nistration |level, and state |evel;

22 (d) Involve the expertise of public and i ndependent

23 | universities, colleges, and comunity colleges in planning and

24 | i npl enent ati on;

25 (e) Provide for an incentive plan as authorized in s.

26 | 236.08106; and

27 (f) Include an evaluation of effectiveness as

28 | determined by the Florida Alliance for |nproving Mathematics

29 | and Science in Education Prograns. The eval uati on conponent of

30| the program nust provide data capable of allowi ng an anal ysis

31| of the achievenent of students before and after the programis
12

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




SB 292 Second Engr ossed

1| inplenented and for an analysis of students whose teachers
2| participate in the program conpared to a cohort of students
3 | whose teachers do not. As nmuch as possible, the cohort nust
4 | consist of students having sinilar denopgraphic characteristics
5| and sel ected neasures of acadenic achi evenent.
6 (6) The Legislature shall determine annually in the
7 | General Appropriations Act the funds to be available for this
8 | program The Technol ogi cal Research and Devel opnent Authority
9| my be the fiscal agent of these funds.
10 (7) Under s. 240.149, the Florida Alliance for
11 | I mproving Mathematics and Science in Education Programs nay
12 | operate the delivery nechanisns for the programor may
13 | delegate that responsibility to a school district, a
14 | consortium of school districts, an acadeny, an area center for
15 | educati onal enhancenent, or a group operating under a charter
16 | arranged by a district or consortium The delivery nmechani sns
17 | may invol ve the expertise of science centers, and the Florida
18 | Alliance for |nproving Mat hematics and Sci ence and schoo
19 | boards may arrange participation by science centers in the
20 | pl anning and delivery of the program including participation
21| in charter agreenents, where appropriate. As used in this
22 | subsection, a science center neans a nonprofit organization
23 | recogni zed under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue
24 | Code, which is a full nenber of the Associ ati on of Sci ence and
25 | Technol ogy Centers, is accredited by the American Association
26 | of Museuns, and has had at | east 5 years' experience providing
27 | prof essional devel opnent and support services to teachers
28 | throughout the state. The adnministrators of each conponent of
29 | the program shall work coll aboratively with the Florida
30| Alliance for Inproving Mathematics and Sci ence in Education
31| Prograns to plan prograns and activities provided by the

13
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pr of essi onal devel opnent program including foll ow up support

for the teachers.

(8) Teachers participating in the programmy receive

conpensation fromthe school district for their participation

and may use successful participation in the programfor

extension of a certificate, for adding a new certification

area if the district has an approved add-on certification

program as provided by the State Board of Education, or for

college credit for portions of the program which are taught by

full-tine faculty nmenbers of postsecondary institutions. In

addition to a stipend for the workdays all ocated to the

training, a teacher may be eligible for a salary bonus upon

successful conpletion of the program under s. 236.08106.

(9) Delivery sites used in the program shoul d be

joint-use facilities and nmay be on property belonging to a

school district; a public or independent university, coll ege,

or community college; or any other group under a contract

approved by the alliance.

(10) A conmunity college or university nmay report

full-tine-equival ent students as a result of providing

instruction for the programif the instruction is provided

in-load by its own staff paid by its own resources.

(11) This section shall be inplenented only to the

extent funded by the General Appropriations Act.
Section 3. Section 240.149, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

240. 149 WNathematics and science teacher-education

organi zation; responsibility for program pl anni ng and

i npl emrentation. --

(1) An organization is established to plan and

i npl erent the mathematics and science teacher education

14
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1| programcreated in s. 231.6015. The organi zation is to be
2| naned the Florida Alliance for |nproving Mathenatics and
3| Sci ence Teaching in Education Prograns; nust be recogni zed
4 | under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and
5| registered, incorporated, organi zed, and operated in
6 | conpliance with chapter 617; and is not to be considered to be
7]launit or entity of state governnent.
8 (a) The organization shall execute its
9| responsibilities independently but is assigned to the Ofice
10| of the Commi ssi oner of Education for administrative purposes.
11 (b) In the interest of sound public policy, the
12 | Legislature deternines that the organi zation is subject to the
13 | provisions of chapter 119 which relate to public records, and
14 ) to the provisions of chapter 286 which relate to public
15| neetings and records.
16 (2) A board of directors shall govern the
17 | organi zati on. The nenbers of the board shall be appointed by
18 | t he Conmi ssi oner of Education fromrecomrendati ons provided by
19 | t he Postsecondary Educati on Pl anni ng Conmmi ssi on, the Education
20 | Standards Conmm ssion, the Wrkforce Devel opnent Board of
21| Enterprise Florida, or other public or private organi zations
22 | with expertise in education or technol ogy upon invitation of
23 | the conmi ssi oner
24 (a) Four nenbers nust be enpl oyees of postsecondary
25 | education institutions and nust have expertise in science and
26 | sci ence education, mathemati cs and mat henati cs education, or a
27 | related technical field.
28 (b) Four nenbers nust be enpl oyees of Florida district
29 | school boards; at |east two of these nenbers nust be teachers.
30 (c) Four nenbers nmust be fromthe private sector
31

15
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1 (d) One nenber shall serve ex officio as a

2| representative of the Departnent of Education. An ex officio
3 | menber may participate in all deliberations of the alliance

4| but nay not vote.

5 (e) Menbers shall serve 4-year staggered ternms, with

6| four of the menbers having initial terns of 2 years, 3 years,
7| and 4 years, respectively. The comni ssioner shall appoint a

8 | new nenber to fill the remainder of a vacant, unexpired term
9| and may reappoi nt a nenber

10 (f) Menbers are entitled to reinbursenent for trave

11 | and per diem expenses, as provided in s. 112.061

12 (3) The board of directors shall enploy a chief

13 | executive officer, who shall direct and supervise the

14 | adnministrative affairs of the board of directors. The board of
15| directors may delegate to the chief executive officer any

16 | powers and duties it finds appropriate. The chief executive
17 | officer may contract with or enploy legal and technica

18 | experts and ot her enpl oyees as authorized by the board of

19 | directors. The chief executive officer shall adninister the
20 | prof essi onal devel opnent grant program assigned to the
21 | organi zati on and ot her finances of the organization to ensure
22 | appropriate accountability and the prudent use of public and
23| private funds.
24 (4) A council is created to assist the organi zati on
25| and to apprise decisionnmakers of its activities.
26 (a) The council shall be conposed of six nenbers who
27 | represent the foll owi ng governnental branches or sectors: one
28 | nenber of the Florida Senate appointed by the President of the
29 | Senate; one nenber of the Florida House of Representatives
30 | appoi nted by the Speaker of the House of Representatives; a
31| representative of the Executive Ofice of the Governor

16
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appoi nted by the Governor; a representative of the Departnent

of Education appointed by the Comm ssioner of Education; a

representative of the Florida Community Col |l ege System

appoi nted by the executive director of the system and a

representative of the State University System appointed by the

chancel | or.
(b) The council shall neet at least 2 tines a year

with one neeting conducted jointly with the board of

directors.
(5) The Florida Alliance for |nproving Mathematics and

Sci ence Teaching in Education Programs shall plan and oversee

i npl erentation of the programcreated by s. 231.6015 and

shal | :
(a) Establish and nmaintain a system of professiona

devel opnent prograns in nathenmatics and sci ence education, as

provided in the General Appropriations Act.

(b) Provide for involvenent of postsecondary education

in planning and i npl enentati on

(c) Produce specialized professional devel opnent

program gui del i nes. These guidelines may include curricula and

i nstructional nethods and nmust assure that the progranms focus

on content learning, enploy tested strategies, reflect the

nature of science and mat hematics, and base their design on

current know edge and research concerni ng professiona

devel opnent.

(d) Provide for the selection and preparation of staff

to i npl enent professional devel opnent in nmathematics and

sci ence.
(e) Establish priorities that school districts and

centers for educational enhancenent must use in selecting the

teachers to participate in the program If the plan does not

17
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1| provide for participation by all teachers of kindergarten
2| through grade 8 within a 4-year cycle, the selection
3| priorities nust inplenent a rationale for disseninating the
4 | programi s benefits.
5 (f) Design strategies for providing foll ow up support
6 | for each participating teacher. The foll ow up strategi es nust
7| provide for integration of the principles learned in the
8| programinto the teacher's workday for at least 1 year, with
9] continuing followp for 2 additional years or nore, as
10| provided in the General Appropriations Act.
11 (g) Design and oversee an incentive plan that wll
12 | encourage the participation of public school teachers and
13| adninistrators in the professional devel opnent program The
14 | incentive plan nust provide for access to any nerit-pay plans
15 | devel oped by school districts and may provide for a stipend
16 | and a sal ary bonus for participating teachers, under s.
17 | 236. 08106. Such bonus must be in addition to the teacher's
18 | regul ar earnings froma school district and nay not be awarded
19 | until a teacher has successfully conpl eted the program and
20 | denponstrated, through prescribed followup activities in the
21| cl assroom an inprovenent in student achi evenent in
22 | mat henmati cs or science.
23 (h) Measure the effectiveness of the professiona
24 | devel opnent programon |l earning and teaching in nmathematics
25| and science. This inpact assessnent nust assure state and
26 | local quality control of the inprovenent of nmathematics and
27 | sci ence teaching.
28 (6) By Decenber 1, 2000, the board nust subnmit to the
29 | office of the Conmi ssioner of Education a proposed budget for
30| inplenenting the programin 2001-2004. The budget nust contain
31| alternative plans for the participation of 50 percent, 33

18
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percent, and 25 percent of the state's teachers at the

el enmentary and m ddl e-school |evels by 2004.
Section 4. Subsection (8) of section 229.592, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

229.592 |Inmplenentation of state system of schoo
i mprovenent and education accountability.--

(8) STATE BOARD. --The State Board of Education shal
adopt rules pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to i npl enent
a state system of school inprovenent and education
accountability and shall specify required annual reports by
school s and school districts. The rules nmust also require each

school to report the nunber and percentage of teachers who

have achi eved certification by the National Board of

Pr of essi onal Teachi ng Standards and, for schools that contain

a kindergarten or grade 1 through grade 8, the nunber and

proportion of teachers who have successfully conpleted the

programto i nprove nmat hematics and sci ence teachi ng under s.
236. 08106.

Section 5. Subsection (3) of section 231.600, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

231.600 School Conmmunity Professional Devel oprment
Act . - -

(3) The activities designed to i nplenent this section
nmust :

(a) Increase the success of educators in guiding
student | earning and devel opnent so as to inplenent state and
| ocal educational standards, goals, and initiatives;

(b) Assist the school community in providing
stinmul ati ng educational activities that encourage and notivate
students to achieve at the highest |evels and to becone active
| earners; and

19
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(c) Provide continuous support as well as tenporary
intervention for education professionals who need i nprovenent
in know edge, skills, and performance; and—

(d) Assure that teacher education prograns in science,

mat hemati cs, and technol ogy education will be fully aligned

with the Sunshine State Standards by the inplenentation of the

st at ewi de assessnent in science authorized by s. 229.57. These

educati on prograns nust assure that all teachers, especially

teachers of kindergarten through grade 8, know and understand

t he science and mat henmatics standards included in the Sunshine
State Standards and the Subject Matter Content Standards for
teachers adopted by the Education Standards Comni ssion

Section 6. Paragraph (a) of subsection (4) of section
236.685, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

236. 685 Educational funding accountability.--

(4)(a) The school public accountability report to
parents nust include the nunber of enployees in each of the
categories listed in subsection (3), by work |ocation
However, this does not include the nunber of tenporary
substitute enpl oyees. The report nust al so include the nunber

and proportion of instructional personnel in kindergarten

t hrough grade 8 who have achieved certification by the

Nati onal Board of Professional Teaching Standards or have

conpl eted the programto i nprove nmat hematics and sci ence
teaching in Florida under s. 236. 08106.

Section 7. Section 239.515, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

239.515 College Fast Start Program --

(1) There is established a College Fast Start Program

to increase the nunber of students with disabilities in grades

6 through 12 who are adnitted to and successfully conplete an

20
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associate in arts degree or an associate in science degree or

a wor kforce devel opnent program The goal of the programis

the conpletion of a degree or occupational conpletion points

by, and placenent into conpetitive enpl oynent of, students who

were identified as having a disability, in accordance with the

requi renents of chapter 6A-6, Florida Administrative Code,

prior to their senior year in high school and who ot herwi se

woul d be unlikely to seek adnission to a community col |l ege,

state university, or independent postsecondary vocationa

institution without special support and recruitnment efforts.

As part of the College Fast Start Program the Florida

Governor's Alliance for the Enpl oynent of Disabled Citizens,

in cooperation with community coll eges, i ndependent

post secondary institutions, high schools, businesses, and

agenci es serving youth with disabilities, shall sponsor

prograns to devel op | eadership skills, career counseling, and

notivation and shall provide grants for internships to further

prepare students with disabilities for postsecondary education

and enpl oynent opportuniti es.
(2) As used in this section

(a) "The alliance" neans the Florida Governor's

Al liance for the Enpl oynent of Disabled Ctizens.

(b) "Program participant" neans a comunity coll ege,

public university, independent postsecondary institution, high

school, agency serving youth with disabilities, or a

consortium of the above.

(3) To apply to participate in the College Fast Start

Program a potential program participant nust subnit a

proposal to the Florida Governor's Alliance for the Enpl oynent

of Disabled Citizens. Each proposal nmust contain the foll ow ng

i nf or mati on:

21
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(a) A statenent of purpose, which includes a

description of the need for, and the results expected from

t he proposed program

(b) An identification of the service area which nanes

the schools to be served and provides community and schoo

denogr aphi cs on the nunber and types of students with

disabilities and the nunber of high school graduates within

the area with a disability.

(c) An identification of existing prograns for

providi ng enpl oynent training for persons with disabilities.

(d) A description of the proposed training and

nodi fi cati ons needed to accommpdat e students who woul d

participate in the program At |east 40 percent of the

students participating in any one year nust be in grades 6
t hrough 9.
(e) A description of the programactivities, which

nmust support the foll owi ng goals:

1. To notivate students to pursue a postsecondary

educati on.
2. To devel op students' basic | earning and | eadership

skills.
3. To develop collaboration with the STARS program

(f) An evaluation conponent that provides for the

col |l ection, nmmintenance, retrieval, and analysis of the data

required by this section

(4) The alliance shall consider proposals to determne

whi ch proposals to inplenent as prograns that will strengthen

t he educational notivation and preparation of students with

disabilities to seek postsecondary education or job training.

In selecting proposals for approval, the alliance shall give

preference to:

22
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(a) Proposals submitted by a postsecondary institution

and a business partner that include innovative approaches,

provide a great variety of activities, and interact with

busi ness and industry in the devel opnent of the | earning

experi ence.
(b) A programthat will use institutional, federal, or

private resources to supplenent state appropriations.

(c) Proposals that denpnstrate commitnent to the

program by proposing to match the grant funds equally in cash

or services, with cash being the preferred contributi on.

(d) Proposals that denpbnstrate an interest in cultura

di versity and that address the unnet regi onal enpl oynent needs

of varying communities.

(e) A programthat identifies potential student

partici pants from anong students who are not already enrolled

in simlar prograns that assist students with disabilities.

(f) A programthat includes a parental involvenent

conponent .
(5) Program applicants that are approved to

participate in the program nust inplenent procedures which

provi de consistent contact with students fromthe point at

which the student is selected to participate in the program

until he or she enrolls in a postsecondary education

institution. These procedures nust assist students in

sel ecting courses required for graduation from high school and

nmust include occupational forecasting for future job

availability and requirenents for those positions.

Institutions that participate nust provi de on-canpus academ c

or job training activities, job profiling and career

counseling activities during summer vacation, and

opportunities for interacting with business |eaders and

23
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enpl oyers, nentors, tutors, or role nodels. Each program

participant is encouraged to use its resources to neet program

obj ectives. Each program partici pant nust establish an

advi sory comrittee conposed of high school and m ddl e schoo

personnel and busi ness | eaders to provide advice and

assi stance in inplenmenting the program

(6) An advisory council shall review each proposal and

reconmend to the alliance an order of priority for funding the

proposal s. The advisory council shall consist of the foll ow ng

10 nmenbers and shall designate a neeting facilitator from

anong the nenbers:

(a) Three persons with disabilities, appointed by the

Gover nor .

(b) Two representatives of private or conmunity-based

organi zati ons, one each appoi nted by the President of the

Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives.

(c) One representative of the State University System

appoi nted by the chair of the Board of Regents.

(d) One representative of the Conmunity Col |l ege

System appointed by the chair of the State Board of Community

Col | eges.
(e) One representative of the I ndependent Coll eges and

Universities of Florida, appointed by the president of the

| ndependent Col | eges and Universities of Florida.

(f) One representative of a public school district,

appoi nted by the Commi ssi oner of Education

(g) One representative of the Postsecondary Education

Pl anni ng Conmi ssi on, appoi nted by the chair of the conm ssion

Each nenber shall be appointed for a 3-year, staggered term of

of fice. Menbers nay serve no nore than two consecutive terns.

24
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A vacancy nust be filled with a person of the sane status as

the original appointee who shall serve for the renmi nder of

the term Menbers are entitled to per diemand travel expenses

as provided in s. 112.061 while performng council duti es.

(7) Approved prograns nust be funded conpetitively

according to the foll owi ng net hodol ogy:

(a) Eighty percent of funds appropriated annually to

the College Fast Start Program nust be distributed as grants

to projects that include, at the mini num

1. A sunmer business internship program

2. A nmininmum nunber of hours of academ c instructiona

and devel opnental activities, career counseling, and persona

counsel i ng.
(b) The renmmi ning 20 percent of funds appropriated

annual ly may be used by the Florida Governor's Alliance for

the Enpl oynent of Disabled Citizens for coll ege preparatory

| eader shi p traini ng prograns.

(c) Subject to legislative appropriations, funds for

the continuation of projects that satisfy the m ni mum

requi renents shall be increased each year by the sane

percentage as the rate of inflation. Projects funded for 3

consecutive years nust have a cumul ative institutional cash

mat ch of not |less than 50 percent of the total cost of the

project over the 3-year period. Any Coll ege Fast Start Program

operating for 3 years which does not provide the m ni num 50

percent institutional cash match shall not be considered for

conti nued fundi ng.

(8 On or hefore February 15 of each year, each

partici pant or consortium of participants shall submt to the

alliance an interimreport of program expenditures and

participant information as requested by the alliance.

25
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(9) On or hefore Cctober 15 of each year, each program

partici pant shall subnmit to the alliance an end-of -the-year

report on the effectiveness of its participation in the

program during the preceding fiscal year. The end-of-the-year

report nust include, without linmtation:

(a) An item zation of program expenditures by fundi ng

category, including: state grant funds, institutiona

nmat chi ng contri buti ons di saggregated by cash and in-kind

servi ces, and outside fundi ng sources disaggregated by cash

and in-kind services.

(b) The nunber of students participating by grade

| evel, gender, race, and disability.

(c) The student identification nunber and soci al

security nunber, if available, the nane of the public schoo

attended, and the gender, ethnicity, grade |evel, and grade

poi nt average of each student participant at the tinme of entry

into the program

(d) The grade point average, grade, and pronotion

status of each student participant at the end of the acadenic

year and notification of suspension or expul sion of a

participant, if applicable.

(e) The nunber and percentage of high schoo

partici pants who satisfactorily conplete 2 sequential years of

a foreign | anguage and Levels 2 and 3 mathenmatics and sci ence

cour ses.
(f) The nunber and percentage of participants eligible

for high school graduation who receive a standard hi gh schoo

di pl oma or a hi gh school equival ency di pl oma pursuant to s.
229. 814.
(g) The nunber and percentage of 12th grade

partici pants who are accepted for enrollnent and who enroll in

26
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1| a postsecondary institution and the program of study in which
2| they are enrolled.

3 (h) The nunber of participants who receive

4 | schol arshi ps, grant aid, and work-study awards.

5 (i) The nunber and percentage of participants who

6| enroll in a public postsecondary institution and who fail to
7 | achi eve a passing score, as defined in State Board of

8 | Education rule, on college placenent tests pursuant to s.

9| 240. 117.

10 (j) The nunber and percentage of participants who

11 ] enroll in a postsecondary institution and have a m ni mum

12 | cunul ative grade point average of 2.0 on a 4.0 scale, or its
13 | equi val ent, by the end of the second senester

14 (k) A statenent of how the program addresses the three
15| programgoal s identified in paragraph (3)(e).

16 (1) A brief description and anal ysis of program

17 | characteristics and activities critical to program success.
18 (m A description of the cooperation received from

19 | other units, organi zations, businesses, or agenci es.
20 (n) An explanation of the prograni s outcones,
21| including data related to student performance on the neasures
22 | provided for in paragraph (3)(f).
23
24 | The Post secondary Educati on Pl anni ng Conmission, in
25| consultation with the alliance and the Departnent of
26 | Educati on, shall devel op specifications and procedures for the
27 | collection and transm ssion of the data.
28 (10) By February 15 of each year, the alliance shal
29 | submt to the Governor, the President of the Senate, the
30 | Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the Conmi ssioner
31| of Education a report that evaluates the effectiveness of the

27
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Col |l ege Fast Start Program The report nust be based upon

i nformati on provided by program participants, the Board of

Regents, the State Board of Community Coll eges, and the

Di vi si on of Wirkforce Devel opnent pursuant to subsections (1)

and (7). To the extent feasible, the perfornmance of Coll ege

Fast Start Program partici pants nust be conpared to the

perfornmance of conparabl e cohorts of students in public schoo

and postsecondary educati on.

Section 8. (1) The Legislature finds that it is in

the public interest to provide for the reenactnent by genera

| aw of a Technol ogi cal Research and Devel opnent Authority

created by chapter 87-455, Laws of Florida, and to extend its

powers and duties beyond Brevard County. The Technol ogi ca

Research and Devel opment Authority shall pronpte scientific

research and devel opnent in Florida, with the goal of

establishing Florida as a center for high technol ogy and

econom ¢ devel opnent to serve the public good.

(2) There is created and incorporated the

Technol ogi cal Research and Devel opnent Authority.

(3)(a) The authority shall be governed by a comn ssion

of seven persons who are residents of this state. The Brevard

County Legislative Delegation shall nom nate three candi dates

for each of five conmi ssion vacancies, and the CGovernor shal

appoi nt a nenber of the conmission fromthe nom nees for the

vacancy. Further, the Governor shall select and appoint the

two remmi ning nenbers of the comi ssi on. The Governor shal

appoi nt each nmenber for a termof 4 years, who shall serve

until his or her successor is appointed. If a vacancy occurs

during a nenber's term the Governor shall appoint a person to

fill the vacancy for the remainder of the nenber's term The

Governor may renove any nenber for nisfeasance, nml feasance

28
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or willful neglect of duty. Each nenber of the authority

before entering upon his or her duties shall take and

subscri be the oath of affirmation required by the State

Constitution. The existing board nenbers appointed under

chapter 87-455, Laws of Florida, of the existing Technol ogy

Research and Devel opnent Authority |aw may serve the renmi nder

of their terns.

(b) The authority shall annually el ect one of its

nenbers as chair and one as vice chair and may al so appoint a

secretary who shall serve at the pleasure of the authority.

The authority may al so appoi nt such other officers as

necessary.
(4) The conmmi ssion has powers and duties as foll ows:

(a) To plan and undertake a program of action that

pronmotes scientific research and devel opnent and fosters

public and private education

(b) To contract with and support the prograns of those

accredited educational institutions with a research capability

and whi ch have main canpuses within this state in the

furtherance of the objectives of the authority and to contract

with any other accredited educational institution in

furtherance of the objectives of the authority to establish

public-private partnershi ps and create, sponsor, and nmanage

not-for-profit entities to inplenent or facilitate the

pur poses of the authority.

(c) To nmke and nmanage grants and bequests, and to

enter into contracts and other agreements with units of

governnent and private parties for the purpose of obtaining

funds for projects and prograns that further the objectives of

the authority.
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1 (d) To establish an annual budget and anend the budget
2 | when necessary.
3 (e) To adopt an official seal and alter it at its
4| pl easure.
5 (f) To mmintain an office at such place or places in
6 | Brevard County or el sewhere as it nmy designate.
7 (g) To sue and be sued in its own nane.
8 (h) To acquire by | ease, purchase, or option real and
9 | personal property for any use consistent with the purposes of
10 | this act.
11 (i) To enploy personnel, consultants, accountants,
12 | attorneys, engineers, and ot her experts as necessary and
13 | convenient in the execution of the powers of the authority.
14 (5) |If any provision of this act or the application
15| thereof to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the
16 | invalidity shall not affect other provisions or applications
17 | of the act which can be given effect without the invalid
18 | provision or application, and to this end the provisions of
19 | this act are declared severable.
20 Section 9. Legislative intent.--1t is the intent of
21| the Legislature to create individually governed baccal aureate
22 | and nmaster's degree oriented universities as a neans of
23 | i ncreasi ng the nunber of baccal aureate degrees in the
24 | community. These universities will also play a vital role in
25| addressing the state's need for a larger trained workforce and
26| in alleviating the teacher shortages facing public schools.
27 Section 10. (1) There is created a new Conprehensive
28 | University in Pinellas County.
29 (2) There is created a new Conprehensive University in
30| Sarasota County to serve Sarasota and Manatee Counti es.
31

30

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIERPLO O N DWNPER O

SB 292 Second Engr ossed

(3) On or before Novenber 1, 2000, and in accordance
with section 240.147(6), Florida Statutes, the Postsecondary
Educati on Pl anning Conmission, in consultation with the

Chancel l or, shall review the need for new free-standi ng

universities in Pinellas, Sarasota, and Manatee Counties. The

comm ssion, in consultation with the Chancel |l or, shal

consider the criteria for establishing new public colleges and

uni versities devel oped by the commi ssi on and approved by the

State Board of Education in 1991. In so doing, the conmi ssion

in consultation with the Chancell or, shall enlist the

assi stance of an independent eval uator. Upon deternining that

a need exists, the Chancellor, in consultation with the

Conmi ssion, shall develop an inplenentation plan for the

above-nentioned institutions. At a mininum the plan shal

address location, facilities, programatic needs, governance,

and fundi ng i ssues. The plan shall be devel oped on or hefore
January 19, 2001, and shall be subnmitted to the President of
the Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, the

Executive Ofice of the Governor, and the State Board of

Education. |If the Postsecondary Education Pl anni ng Conm ssi on

or the Board of Regents deternines that the need for either or

both of the institutions does not exist, this section shall be

repeal ed by the Legislature prior to July 1, 2001

(4) |If a Conprehensive University is created in

Sarasota County, New Col |l ege shall becone a part of this

institution and New College will continue to maintain its

|iberal arts honors program of national distinction and

continue to be the honors college of the State of Florida, and

there shall be no change in the operation of New Col |l ege.

(5) |If local boards of trustees are created for the

other universities of the State University System a |loca
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board of trustees shall be created for the institutions

created by this section.

(6) Upon the inplenentation of the new universities,

section 240.527, Florida Statutes, is repeal ed.

Section 11. Section 229.05371, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

229. 05371 PiHoet—proegram-Schol arships to public or
private school of choice for students with disabilities.--

(1) SCHOLARSHI P PH-GF PROGRAM --There is established a
pttoet program which is separate and distinct fromthe
Qpportunity Schol arship Program i+na—the—Sarasota—schooh
eh—st+i+et—t o provi de scholarships to a public or private

school of choice for students with disabilities whose academnic
progress in at |least two areas has not net expected | evels for
the previous year, as determned by the student's individua
education plan. Student participation in the pi-tet programis
limted to 5 percent of the students with disabilities in the
school district during the first year, 10 percent of students
with disabilities during the second year, andg 20 percent of
students with disabilities during the third year,and no caps

in subsequent years. The following applies to the pttot
progr am

(a) To be eligible to participate in the pitot
program a private school nust neet all requirements of s.
229.0537(4), except for the accreditation requirenents of s.
229.0537(4)(f). For purposes of the piHoet program
notification under s. 229.0537(4)(b) nust be separate fromthe
notification under the Qpportunity Schol arshi p Program

(b) The school district that—partierpates—inthepitot
program nust conply with the requirenents in s.
229.0537(3)(a)2., (c), and (d).
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(c) The anount of the scholarship in the pitot program
shal |l be equal to the anobunt the student would have received
under the Florida Education Finance Programin the public
school to which he or she is assigned.

(d) To be eligible for a schol arship under the pitot
program a student or parent nust:

1. Conply with the eligibility criteria in s.
229.0537(2)(b) and all provisions of s. 229.0537 which apply
to students with disabilities;

2. For the school year imediately prior to the year
in which the scholarship will be in effect, have docunented
the student's failure to neet specific performance |evels
identified in the individual education plan; or, absent
specific performance levels identified in the individua
education plan, the student nust have perforned bel ow grade
| evel on state or |ocal assessnments and the parent nust
believe that the student is not progressing adequately toward
the goals in the individual education plan; and

3. Have requested the scholarship prior to the tine at
whi ch the nunber of valid requests exceeds the district's cap
for the year in which the scholarship will be awarded.

(2) The provisions of s. 229.0537(6) and (8) shal
apply to the pi+et program authorized in this section. This
pttoet programis not intended to affect the eligibility of the
state or school district to receive federal funds for students
with disabilities.

Section 12. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section
235.435, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

235. 435 Funds for conprehensive educational plant
needs; construction cost maxi muns for school district capita
projects.--Allocations fromthe Public Education Capital
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CQutl ay and Debt Service Trust Fund to the various boards for
capital outlay projects shall be determ ned as follows:

(2)(a) The departnent shall establish, as a part of
the Public Education Capital CQutlay and Debt Service Trust
Fund, a separate account, in an anpunt determ ned by the
Legislature, to be known as the "Special Facility Construction

Account." The Special Facility Construction Account shall be
used to provide necessary construction funds to schoo

di stricts which have urgent construction needs but which | ack
sufficient resources at present, and cannot reasonably
anticipate sufficient resources within the period of the next
3 years, for these purposes fromcurrently authorized sources
of capital outlay revenue. A school district requesting
funding fromthe Special Facility Construction Account shal
submt one specific construction project, not to exceed one
conpl ete educational plant, to the Special Facility
Construction Comrittee. No district shall receive funding for
nore than one approved project in any 3-year period. The first
year of the 3-year period shall be the first year a district
receives an appropriation. The departnent shall encourage a
construction programthat reduces the average size of schools
in the district. The request nust neet the following criteria
to be considered by the conmittee:

1. The project nust be deened a critical need and nust
be recomended for funding by the Special Facility
Construction Comrittee. Prior to devel oping plans for the
proposed facility, the district school board nust request a
preapplication review by the Special Facility Construction
Committee or a project review subconmi ttee convened by the
committee to include two representatives of the departnent and
two staff from school districts other than the district
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1| subnitting the project. Wthin 60 days after receiving the

2 | preapplication review request, the committee or subcommittee
3| must neet in the school district to review the project

4 | proposal and existing facilities. To determ ne whether the

5| proposed project is a critical need, the comittee or

6 | subcommittee shall consider, at a mninum the capacity of al
7| existing facilities within the district as determ ned by the
8| Florida Inventory of School Houses; the district's pattern of
9| student growth; the district's existing and projected capita
10| outlay full-tinme equival ent student enroll nent as deternined
11| by the departnent; the district's existing satisfactory

12 | student stations; the use of all existing district property
13| and facilities; grade |evel configurations; and any other

14 | information that may affect the need for the proposed project.
15 2. The construction project nust be reconmended in the
16 | nost recent survey or surveys by the district under the rules
17 | of the State Board of Education

18 3. The construction project nust appear on the

19 | district's approved project priority |list under the rules of
20| the State Board of Education
21 4. The district nust have selected and had approved a
22 | site for the construction project in conpliance with s. 235.19
23| and the rules of the State Board of Education
24 5. The district shall have devel oped a school board
25 | adopted list of facilities that do not exceed the normfor net
26 | square feet occupancy requirenents under the State
27 | Requirenents for Educational Facilities, using all possible
28 | programmati c conbinations for nmultiple use of space to obtain
29 | maxi mum daily use of all spaces within the facility under
30 | consideration
31
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6. Upon construction, the total cost per student
station, including change orders, nmust not exceed the cost per
student station as provided in subsection (6).

7. There shall be an agreenent signed by the district
school board stating that it will advertise for bids within 30
days of receipt of its encunbrance authorization fromthe
depart nent.

8. The district shall, at the tinme of the request and
for a continuing period of 3 years, |levy the maxi mummnil| age
agai nst their nonexenpt assessed property value as allowed in
s. 236.25(2) or shall raise an equival ent anpbunt of revenue

fromthe school capital outlay surtax authorized under s.
212.055(6). Effective July 1, 1991, any district with a new or
active project, funded under the provisions of this

subsection, shall be required to budget no nore than the val ue
of 1.5 mlls per year to the project to satisfy the annua
participation requirenent in the Special Facility Construction
Account .

9. If a contract has not been signed 90 days after the
advertising of bids, the funding for the specific project
shall revert to the Special Facility New Construction Account
to be reallocated to other projects on the list. However, an
addi tional 90 days may be granted by the conmi ssioner

10. The departnent shall certify the inability of the
district to fund the survey-recomended project over a
conti nuous 3-year period using projected capital outlay
revenue derived froms. 9(d), Art. XlI of the State
Constitution, as anended, paragraph (3)(a) of this section,
and s. 236.25(2).

11. The district shall have on file with the
departnment an adopted resol uti on acknow edging its 3-year
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comm tnent of all unencunbered and future revenue acquired
froms. 9(d), Art. XIlI of the State Constitution, as anended,
paragraph (3)(a) of this section, and s. 236.25(2).

12. Final phase Il plans nust be certified by the
board as conplete and in conpliance with the building and life
safety codes prior to August 1

Section 13. Any special facility construction project

for which phase Ill plans were certified by August 1, 1999, as

conplete and in conpliance with the building and |life safety
codes as required by s. 235.435(2)(a)l12., Florida Statutes, is
eligible for funding under s. 235.435(2), Florida Statutes, as
anended by this act, if otherwise qualified, beginning July 1,
2000.

Section 14. Paragraph (c) of subsection (2) of section
231.621, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

231.621 Critical Teacher Shortage Student Loan
For gi veness Program - -

(2) Fromthe funds avail able, the Departnent of
Education is authorized to nake | oan principal repaynents as
foll ows:

(c) Al repaynents shall be contingent on continued
proof of enploynent in the designated subject areas in this
st at e and—sha-H—be—rade—directty—to—theholder—of—thetoan.
The state shall not bear responsibility for the collection of
any interest charges or other renmaining balance. |n the event
that designated critical teacher shortage subject areas are
changed by the State Board of Education, a teacher shal
continue to be eligible for |oan forgiveness as |long as he or
she continues to teach in the subject area for which the
original |oan repaynent was nade and ot herw se neets al
conditions of eligibility.
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1 Section 15. Subsection (1) of section 240.40201

2| Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

3 240. 40201 Florida Bright Futures Schol arship

4 | Program - -

5 (1) The Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Programis
6| created to establish a lottery-funded schol arship programto

7| reward any Florida high school graduate who nerits recognition
8 | of high acadenic achi evenent and who enrolls in a degree

9| program certificate program or applied technol ogy dipl ona

10| programat an eligible Florida public or private postsecondary
11 | education institution within 7 3 years of graduation from high
12 | school. Regardl ess of the year in which the student first

13 | receives scholarship funding, all eligibility will end 7 years
14 | after high school graduation. However, an eligible student who
15| enlists in the United States Armed Forces within 6 nonths of
16 | hi gh school graduation nmaintains eligibility for 4 years

17 | following his or her discharge fromnilitary service, provided
18 | that all other eligibility criteria apply.

19 Section 16. Paragraphs (b), (e), and (f) of subsection
20| (1) and subsection (2) of section 240.40202, Florida Statutes,
21 | are anmended to read
22 240. 40202 Florida Bright Futures Schol arship Program
23| student eligibility requirenents for initial awards.--
24 (1) To be eligible for an initial award from any of
25| the three types of schol arships under the Florida Bright
26 | Futures Schol arship Program a student nust:
27 (b) Earn a standard Florida high school diploma or its
28 | equi val ent as described in s. 232.246 or s. 229.814 unl ess:
29 1. The student is enrolled full tine in the early
30 | admi ssion program of an eligible postsecondary education
31
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1| institution or conpletes a hone education program according to
21 s. 232.0201; or

3 2. The student earns a high school diploma froma

4 | non-Florida school while living with a parent or guardi an who
5]lis on mlitary or public service assignnment away from Fl ori da.
6 |"Public service assignnent," as used in this subparagraph

7 | neans the occupational assignnent outside of Florida of a

8 | person who is a pernanent resident of Florida and who is

9| enpl oyed by the United States Governnent or the State of

10| Florida, a condition of which enploynent is assignnent outside
11 | of Florida.

12 (e) Not have been found guilty of, or pled ptead nolo
13 | contendere or guilty to, a felony charge, unless the student
14 | has been granted cl enency by the Governor and Cabinet sitting
15| as the Executive Ofice of Cenency.

16 (f) Apply for a scholarship fromthe program by

17 | Decenber 31 after Aprit—t—-eof—thetast—serester—before high

18 | school graduation. There is no application deadline for a

19 | student graduating froma non-Florida school, pursuant to
20 | subparagraph (1) (b)?2.
21 (2) Astudent—is—eHgiblretoaceept—anin-tiat—award
22 | for—3—years—fottownghigh—school—graduatioen—antd—to—accept—a
23 erewal—award—fo V-E3 oH-owae—hi-gh hool—egraduation—A
24 | student who—appHes—foer—an—awardby—Aptit—I—-and who neets al
25 | ether eligibility requirenents, but who does not accept his or
26 | her award during the first year of eligibility after high
27 | school graduation, nmay apply for reinstatenent of the award
28 | for use within 7 reappty—during—stubseguent—apptHecation—periods
29 | up—to—3 years after high school graduation. Reinstatenent
30 | applications nmust be received by the deadline established by
31| the Departnent of Educati on.
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Section 17. Section 240.40203, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

240. 40203 Florida Bright Futures Schol arship Program
student eligibility requirenents for renewal, reinstatenent,

and restoration awards. - -

(1) To be eligible to receive renew a scholarship from
any of the three types of schol arshi ps under the Florida
Bri ght Futures Schol arship Program after the first year of

eligibility, a student nust neet the follow ng requirenents

for either renewal, reinstatenent, or restoration

(a) Renewal applies to students who receive an award

for at |east one termduring the acadenmic year. For renewal, a

student nust conplete at |least 12 senester credit hours or the

equivalent in the last acadenic year in which the student
earned a schol ar shi p-

tb)y and mai ntain the cunul ati ve grade point average
required by the schol arship program except that:

1. If arecipient's grades fall beneath the average
required to renew a Fl orida Acadenic Schol arshi p, but are
sufficient to renew a Florida Merit Scholarship or a Florida
Vocational Gold Seal Schol arship, the Departnent of Education
may grant a renewal from one of those other scholarship
prograns, if the student neets the renewal eligibility
requi rements. —or

2. If, upon renewal eval uati on at—any—tirre—durtng—the

eHgibiHty—period, a student's grades or hours, or both,are
not sufficient rasuffHeient to renew t he schol arship, the

student may use grades or hours, or both, earned during the

following sunmmer to renew the schol arshi p restore—ebgrbitity

o = o o ~ n A o o A
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Legi sl ature encourages education institutions to assi st
students to cal culate whether or not it is possible to raise
the grade point average during the summer term I|f the
institution deternmines that it is possible, the education
institution may so informthe departnent, which may reserve
the student's award if funds are avail able. The renewal ,
however, nust not be granted until the student achi eves the
required cunul ative grade point average and earns the required

nunber of hours. If, during the summer term a student does

not earn +s—net sufficient hours or to raise the grade point
average to the required renewal |evel, the student will not be
eligible for an award student—s—next—opportunity—for—renewal
s—the—ftaH——serester—of the foll owi ng academ ¢ year

(b) Reinstatenent applies to students who were

eligible but did not receive an award during the previous

academ c year or years, and who may apply to reestablish use

of the scholarship. For reinstatenent, a student nust have

been eligible at the tine of the student's nbst recent Bright

Futures eligibility deternmination. The student nust apply for

reinstatenent by submitting a reinstatenent application by the

deadl i ne established by the Departnent of Education

(c) Restoration applies to students who | ost

scholarship eligibility due to a | ow renewal grade point

average, but earned the required grade point average in a

subsequent acadenic year, and who may apply to recei ve awards

in the future. For restoration, a student who did not neet

renewal requirenents during a prior evaluation period nay

restore eligibhility by neeting the required grade point

average during a subsequent renewal evaluation period. A

student is eligible to receive such restoration only once.
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1| The student nust subnit an application for restoration by the

2 | deadli ne established by the Departnent of Education

3 (2) A student who is enrolled in a programthat

4| terminates in an associ ate degree or a baccal aureate degree

5| may receive an award for a maxi mum of 110 percent of the

6 | nunmber of credit hours required to conplete the program A

7| student who is enrolled in an undergraduate programthat

8| ternmnates in the award of a postbaccal aureate degree, or the

9 | si mul taneous award of baccal aureate and postbaccal aureate

10 | degrees, mmy receive an award for a nmaxi nrum of 132 senester

11 | hours, or the equivalent, at the undergraduate rate. A student

12| who is enrolled in a programthat termnates in a technica

13 | certificate may receive an award for a maxi mum of 110 percent

14| of the credit hours or clock hours required to conplete the

15| programup to 90 credit hours. A student who transfers from

16 | one of these programlevels to another becones eligible for

17 | the higher of the two credit hour linmts.

18 Section 18. Subsection (2) of section 240. 40204,

19| Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

20 240. 40204 Florida Bright Futures Schol arship Program

21| eligible postsecondary education institutions.--A student is

22 | eligible for an award or the renewal of an award fromthe

23| Florida Bright Futures Schol arship Programif the student

24 | neets the requirenents for the programas described in this

25| act and is enrolled in a postsecondary education institution

26 | that neets the description in any one of the foll ow ng

27 | subsecti ons:

28 (2) An independent Florida college or university that

29 it ed v A rerher o o Comrcsian_on_Reeaamition

30 | Postsecondary—Accreditation—and—which has operated in the

31| state for at least 3 years and is accredited by an accrediting
42
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1| agency recogni zed by the United States Departnent of
2 | Educati on.
3 Section 19. Subsections (2), (3), and (4) of section
4 | 240. 40205, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:
5 240. 40205 Florida Acadeni ¢ Schol ars award. - -
6 (2) A Florida Acadenmic Scholar who is enrolled in a
7 | public postsecondary education institution is eligible for an
8 | award equal to the amount required to pay matricul ati on and;-
9| fees, as defined by the Departnent of Education, and$300 per
10 | senmester or the equival ent$666 for coll ege-rel ated expenses
11 | anndatty. A student who is enrolled in a nonpublic
12 | postsecondary education institution is eligible for an award
13 | equal to the anpunt that would be required to pay for the
14 | average matricul ation and fees of a public postsecondary
15| education institution at the conparable |evel, plus the anount
16 | provided for college-rel ated expenses annual—$600.
17 (3) To be eligible for a renewal or restoration award
18 | as a Florida Acadenic Schol ar, a student nust neet the
19 | requirenents of s. 240.40203 and t he maiAtain—the—eguvatent
20 | of—a grade point average requirenent of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale, or
21| the equivalent,for all postsecondary education work
22 | attenpted. A student may have;—wth an opportunity for one
23 | restoration retnstatenent as provided in this act.
24 (4) In each school district, the Florida Academ c
25| Scholar with the highest academ c ranking shall receive an
26 | additional award of $750 per senester or the equival ent $1,560
27 | for college-related expenses. This award nust be funded from
28 | the Florida Bright Futures Schol arship Program
29 Section 20. Section 240.40206, Florida Statutes, is
30 | anended to read:
31 240. 40206 Florida Merit Schol ars award. - -
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1 (1) A student is eligible for a Florida Merit Scholars
2| award if the student neets the general eligibility
3| requirements for the Florida Bright Futures Schol arship
4| Program and the student:
5 (a) Has achieved a weighted grade point average of 3.0
6 | as cal cul ated pursuant to s. 240.40202, or the equivalent, in
7 | high school courses that are adopted by the Board of Regents
8 | and recomended by the State Board of Conmunity Coll eges as
9| col | ege-preparatory academ ¢ courses; and
10 (b) Has attained at |east the score identified by
11| rules of the Departnent of Education on the conbined verba
12 | and quantitative parts of the Schol astic Aptitude Test, the
13 | Schol asti c Assessnent Test, or the recentered Schol astic
14 | Assessnent Test of the Coll ege Entrance Exam nation, or an
15 | equi val ent score on the Anerican Coll ege Testing Program or
16 (c) Has attended a hone education program according to
17 | s. 232.0201 during grades 11 and 12 or has conpleted the
18 | Internati onal Baccal aureate curriculumbut failed to earn the
19 | International Baccal aureate Di pl ona, and has attained at |east
20| the score identified by rules of the Departnent of Education
21| on the conbined verbal and quantitative parts of the
22 | Schol astic Aptitude Test, the Schol astic Assessnent Test, or
23| the recentered Schol astic Assessnent Test of the Coll ege
24 | Entrance Exani nation, or an equival ent score on the Anerican
25| Col | ege Testing Program _or=—
26 (d) Has been recognized by the nerit or achi evenent
27 | prograns of the National Merit Schol arship Corporation as a
28 | scholar or finalist, but has not conpleted a program of
29 | community service as provided by s. 240.40205.
30 (2) A Florida Merit Scholar is eligible for an award
31| equal to the anpbunt required to pay 75 percent of
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matricul ation and fees, as defined by the departnent,if the

student is enrolled in a public postsecondary education
institution. A student who is enrolled in a nonpublic
post secondary education institution is eligible for an award
equal to the anmpunt that would be required to pay 75 percent
of the matriculation and fees of a public postsecondary
education institution at the conparable |evel.

(3) To be eligible for & renewal or restoration award

as a Florida Merit Scholar, a student nust neet the

requi renments of s. 240.40203 and t he maiAtain—the—eguvatent

of—a grade point average requirenment of 2.75 on a 4.0 scale,

or the equivalent,for all postsecondary education work

attenpted. A student may have—with an opportunity for
reinstaterent one restoration e as provided in this act.
Section 21. Section 240.40207, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:
240. 40207 Florida Gold Seal Vocational Schol ars
award. --The Florida Gold Seal Vocational Scholars award is

created within the Florida Bright Futures Schol arshi p Program
to recogni ze and reward academi ¢ achi evenent and vocationa
preparation by high school students who wish to continue their
educat i on.

(1) A student is eligible for a Florida Gold Seal
Vocational Scholars award if the student neets the genera
eligibility requirenents for the Florida Bright Futures
Schol arshi p Program and the student:

(a) Successfully conpl et es the—secondary—school
. : ol F r I . at

| east three secondary school vocational credits in one program
of study identified by the Departnent of Educati on taken—over

: torr | - : - I 1
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On-the-job training nmay not be substituted for any of the

three required vocational credits.

(b) Denonstrates readi ness for postsecondary education
by earning a passing score on the Florida College Entry Level
Pl acenent Test or its equivalent as identified by the
Depart nent of Educati on.

(c) Earns a mninmum cunul ati ve wei ghted grade point
average of 3.0, as calcul ated pursuant to s. 240.40202, on al
subj ects required for a standard hi gh school diplong,
excl udi ng el ective courses.

(d) Earns a mini mum unwei ghted grade poi nt average of
3.5 on a 4.0 scale for secondary vocational courses conprising
t he vocati onal program

Education—
(2) A Florida Gold Seal Vocational Scholar is eligible

for an award equal to the anmount required to pay 75 percent of
matricul ation and fees, as defined by the Departnent of

Education,if the student is enrolled in a public

post secondary education institution. A student who is enrolled
in a nonpublic postsecondary education institution is eligible
for an award equal to the ampbunt that would be required to pay
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75 percent of the matriculation and mandatory fees of a public
post secondary education institution at the conparable |evel.
(3) To be eligible for a renewal or restoration award

as a Florida Gold Seal Vocational Scholar, a student nust neet
the requirenents of s. 240.40203 and t he maintatn—the

egui-vatent—oef—a grade point average requirenment of 2.75 on a
4.0 scale, or the equivalent,for all postsecondary education

work attenpted. A student may have;—wth an opportunity for
reinstaterent one restoration e as provided in this act.
(4) A student may earn a Florida Gold Seal Vocationa

Schol arship for 110 percent of the nunber of credit hours
required to conplete the program up to 90 credit hours or the
equi val ent . AFtrorida—GCotd—Seal—Sechotar—who—has—a—ecurtative

(5) Beginning with the fall termof 2002, a Florida

Gol d Seal Vocational Scholars award may not be used at an

institution that grants baccal aureate degrees unless the award

is arenewal of an initial award issued prior to the fall term

of 2002, or as otherwise provided for in this section

(6) Upon successful conpletion of an an associ ate

degree program an award reci pi ent who neets the renewal

criteria in subsection (3) and enrolls in a baccal aureate

degree program at an eligi bl e postsecondary education

institutionis eligible to transfer to the Florida Merit

Schol ars award conponent of the Bright Futures Schol arship
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1| Program If the student receives an associ ate degree prior to
2| the end of an acadenic year and enrolls in the baccal aureate
3 | degree program during a subsequent term of the sane acadenic
4 | year, the student may continue to receive the Gold Sea
5] Scholars award for the duration of that acadenic year. If
6 | necessary, the departnent nmy provide an exception to the
7] 90-senester-hour limt, or the equivalent, through the end of
8 | that academic year. Oher than initial eligibility criteria,
9] all other requirenents of the Florida Merit Schol ars award
10| apply to a student who transfers to that programunder this
11| section. The credit-hour lintation nust be cal cul ated by
12 | subtracting fromthe student's total eligibility the nunber of
13| credit hours for which the student has al ready received
14 | fundi ng under the Bright Futures Schol arshi p Program
15 (7) |If a Florida Gold Seal Scholar received an initial
16 | Gold Seal Scholars award prior to the fall termof 2002 and
17 | has a cunul ati ve grade point average of 2.75 in al
18 | postsecondary educati on work attenpted, the Departnent of
19 | Education may transfer the student to the Florida Merit
20 | Schol ars award conponent of the Bright Futures Schol arship
21| Programduring any renewal period. Al other provisions of
22 | that program apply, and the credit-hour limtation nust be
23 | cal cul ated by subtracting fromthe student's total eligibility
24 | the nunber of credit hours for which the student has al ready
25 | recei ved fundi ng under the Bright Futures Schol arshi p Program
26 Section 22. Section 240.40209, Florida Statutes, is
27 | anended to read:
28 240. 40209 Bright Futures Schol arship recipients
29 | attending nonpublic institutions; calculation of
30 | awards. --Notwi t hstandi ng ss. 240. 40201, 240.40205, 240. 40206,
31| and 240. 40207, a student who receives any award under the
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1| Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program who is enrolled in
2 | a nonpublic postsecondary education institution, and who is
3| assessed tuition and fees that are the sane as those of a
4 | full-tine student at that institution, shall receive a fixed
5| award cal cul ated by using the average matricul ation and fee
6| calculation, as defined by the Departnent of Education,for
7] full-tinme attendance at a public postsecondary educati ona
8 | edueat+on institution at the conparable level. |If the student
9]is enrolled part-tine and is assessed tuition and fees at a
10 | reduced | evel, the award shall be either one-half of the
11 | maxi num award or three-fourths of the maxi nrum award, dependi ng
12 | on the level of fees assessed.
13 Section 23. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section
14 | 240.404, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:
15 240. 404 Ceneral requirenents for student eligibility
16 | for state financial aid.--
17 (1)(a) The general requirenents for eligibility of
18 | students for state financial aid awards consist of the
19 | foll owi ng
20 1. Achievenent of the academnic requirenents of and
21 | acceptance at a state university or community coll ege; a
22 | nursing di ploma school approved by the Florida Board of
23| Nursing; a Florida college, university, or conmunity coll ege
24 | which is accredited by an accrediting agency recogni zed by the
25| United States Departnent of Educati on a—rnerber—of—the
26 | Commisston—on—Recoghition—of—Postsecondary—-Aecereditation; any
27 | Florida institution the credits of which are acceptable for
28 | transfer to state universities; any area technical center; or
29 | any private vocational -technical institution accredited by an
30 | accrediting agency recogni zed by the United States Departnment
31
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of Educati on a—+enrber—of—the—Comri-sston—on—Recogrition—of
Poestsecondary—Aceredi-tation.

2.a. Residency in this state for no less than 1 year

preceding the award of aid for a program established pursuant
to s. 240.409, s. 240.4095, s. 240.4097, s. 240.412, s.
240. 4125, s. 240.413, s. 240.4987, s. 240.605, or s. 240.606.
Residency in this state nust be for purposes other than to
obtai n an education. Resident status for purposes of receiving
state financial aid awards shall be determined in the sane
manner as resident status for tuition purposes pursuant to s.
240.1201 and rules of the State Board of Education

b. A person who has been properly classified as a

resident by a postsecondary institution for initial receipt of

stat e-funded student financial assistance and has been

determined eligible to participate in a financial assistance

programnay continue to qualify as a resident for state-funded

financial aid prograns if he or she maintains continuous

enroll ment at the postsecondary institution, with no break in

enrol |l ment greater than 12 consecutive nonths.

3. Submission of certification attesting to the
accuracy, conpleteness, and correctness of information
provided to denpnstrate a student's eligibility to receive
state financial aid awards. Fal sification of such information
shall result in the denial of any pending application and
revocation of any award currently held to the extent that no
further paynents shall be nade. Additionally, students who
knowi ngly nake fal se statenents in order to receive state
financial aid awards shall be guilty of a m sdeneanor of the
second degree subject to the provisions of s. 837.06 and shal
be required to return all state financial aid awards
wrongful | y obt ai ned.
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1 Section 24. Subsection (3) of section 240. 4064,

2| Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

3 240. 4064 Critical teacher shortage tuition

4 | rei nbursenent program - -

5 (3) Participants may receive tuition reinbursenent

6 | paynments for up to 9 senester hours, or the equivalent in

7 | quarter hours, per year, at a rate not to exceed$115$78 per

8 | senester hour, up to a total of 36 senester hours. All

9| tuition reinbursenents shall be contingent on passing an

10 | approved course with a mninumgrade of 3.0 or its equivalent.
11 Section 25. Paragraph (a) of subsection (5) and

12 | subsection (6) of section 240.412, Florida Statutes, are

13 | anended to read:

14 240. 412 Jose Marti Schol arshi p Chal |l enge G ant

15| Program - -

16 (5)(a) In order to be eligible to receive a

17 | schol arship pursuant to this section, an applicant shall

18 1. Be a Hispanic-Anrerican, or a person of Spanish

19 | culture with origins in Mexico, South Anerica, Centra
20| Anerica, or the Caribbean, regardl ess of race.
21 2. Be acitizen of the United States and neet the
22 | general requirenents for student eligibility as provided in s.
23| 240. 404, except as otherwi se provided in this section
24 3. Be accepted at a state university or conmmunity
25| college or any Florida college or university accredited by an
26 | accrediting agency recogni zed by the United States Departnment
27 | of Educati on a—+nerber—of—the—Comrisston—omn—Recognhition—of
28 | Postsecondary—Aeccreditation the credits of which are
29 | acceptable without qualification for transfer to state
30 | universities.
31
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1 4. Enroll as a full-tinme undergraduate or—gratuate

2 | student.

3 5. Earn a 3.0 unwei ghted grade point average on a 4.0
4| scale, or the equivalent for high school subjects creditable
5| toward a di pl oma. H—anrn-apptcant—appHes—as—agratduate

6 | student—he—or—she—shatH—have—earned—a3-06—cunttativegrade

7 | point—average—for—undergraduate—cotHege—tevel——courses—

8 (6) The annual scholarship to each recipient shall be
9| $2,000. Priority in the distribution of schol arshi ps shall be
10| given to students with the Iowest total famly resources

11 | Renewal schol arshi ps shall take precedence over new awards in
12 | any year in which funds are not sufficient to neet the total
13 | need. No undergraduate student shall receive an award for

14 | nore than the equivalent of 8 senesters or 12 quarters over a
15| period of no nore than 6 consecutive years, except as

16 | otherwi se provided in s. 240.404(3). Ne—gratuate—student—shat+
17 | recetve—an—awardfor—rore—than—the—eguvalent—of—4senesters
18 | er—6—~¢uarters—

19 Section 26. Subsection (2) of section 240.413, Florida
20| Statutes, is anended to read:
21 240. 413 Semi nole and M ccosukee I ndi an Schol arshi ps. - -
22 (2) Schol arshi ps shall be awarded by the departnent to
23 | students who:
24 (a) Have graduated from high school, have earned an
25 | equi val ency di pl oma i ssued by the Departnment of Education
26 | pursuant to s. 229.814, have earned an equival ency dipl ona
27 | issued by the United States Arned Forces Institute, or have
28 | been accepted through an early admi ssion program
29 (b) Are enrolled at a state university or community
30| college authorized by Florida |law;, a nursing di ploma schoo
31 | approved by the Board of Nursing; any Florida coll ege,
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1| university, or comunity college which is accredited by an
2 | accrediting agency recogni zed by the United States Departnent
3 | of Educati on a—renber—ef—the—Conm-ssion—on—Recogni-tion—of
4 | Pestsecondary—Accreditation; or any Florida institution the
5] credits of which are acceptable for transfer to state
6| universities;
7 (c) Are enrolled as either full-tine or part-tine
8 | undergraduat e or graduate students and make satisfactory
9 | acadenmi c progress as defined by the college or university;
10 (d) Have been recommended by the Seninole Tribe of
11| Florida or the M ccosukee Tri be of Indians of Florida; and
12 (e) Meet the general requirenents for student
13| eligibility as provided in s. 240.404, except as otherw se
14 | provided in this section
15 Section 27. Subsection (6) of section 240.437, Florida
16 | Statutes, is anended to read:
17 240. 437 Student financial aid planning and
18 | devel opnent. - -
19 (6) Any EHeetiveJuly—1—1992—aH—newand—exi-sting
20 | financial assistance prograns authorized by state law that are
21 | adnmini stered by the Bureau of Student Financial Assistance of
22 | the Departnent of Education, and that uhder—this—part—which
23| are not funded for 3 consecutive years after enactnent shal
24 | stand repealed. Financial aid prograns provided under this
25| part on July 1, 1992, which |lose funding for 3 consecutive
26 | years shall stand repeal ed. The Bureau &+ee of Student
27 | Financi al Assistance of the Departnment of Education shal
28 | annually review the | egislative appropriation of financial aid
29 | to identify such prograns.
30 Section 28. Subsection (5) of section 240.465, Florida
31| Statutes, is repeal ed
53
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Section 29. Subsection (13) of section 240.472,
Fl orida Statutes, is anended to read:

240.472 Definitions.--As used in this act:

(13) "lInstitution" neans any college or university
whi ch, by virtue of law or charter, is accredited by an
accrediting agency recogni zed by the United States Departnent
of Educati on antd—helds—renrbership—inthe—Comm-sstonrn—on
Recognition—of—Postsecondary—Acereditation; which grants

baccal aureate or associ ate degrees; which is not a pervasively

sectarian institution; and which does not discrimnate in the
admi ssi on of students on the basis of race, color, religion
sex, or creed.

Section 30. Subsection (1) of section 295.01, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

295.01 Children of deceased or disabl ed veterans;
educati on. - -

(1) It is hereby declared to be the policy of the
state to provide educational opportunity at state expense for
dependent children either of whose parents was a resident of
the state at the tinme such parent entered the Arned Forces,
had been a bona fide resident of the state for 5 years

preceding the child' s application for benefits under this

secti on, and who:

(a) Diedin that service or frominjuries sustained or
di sease contracted during a period of wartine service as
defined in s. 1.01(14) or has died since or may hereafter die
fromdi seases or disability resulting fromsuch war service,
or

(b) Participated during a period of wartine service,

as provided for in this chapter, and has been
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1. Deternmined by the United States Departnent of
Veterans Affairs or its predecessor to have a
servi ce-connected 100-percent total and pernanent disability
rating for conpensation,

2. Deternmined to have a service-connected total and
permanent disability rating of 100 percent and is in receipt
of disability retirenent pay fromany branch of the United
States Arned Services, or

© 00 N o O W DN PP

3. Issued a valid identification card by the

=
o

Departnent of Veterans' Affairs in accordance with s. 295. 17+

e S =
w N R

14 . . : o] T I . I o I Fes-
15 | restrietiens—andtmtations—hereof.

16 Section 31. Section 295.02, Florida Statutes, is

17 | anended to read:

18 295.02 Use of funds; age, etc.--

19 (1) Al sums appropriated and expended under this

20 | chapter shall be used to pay tuition and registration fees, as
21 | defined by the Departnent of Education; board;-and room rent

22 | and to buy books and supplies for the children of:

23 (a) Deceased or disabled veterans or service nenbers,

24| as defined and limted in s. 295.01, s. 295.016, s. 295.017,
25| s. 295.018, or s. 295.0195. —or—ef

26 (b) Parents classified as prisoners of war or missing

27 | in action, as defined and limted in s. 295.015. ;-

28 (2) Such children nust be who—are between the ages of
29 | 16 and 22 years, and whe—are in attendance at:

30

31
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(a) A state-supported institution of higher |earning,
including a community coll ege or vocational -technical school,
or

(b) Any postsecondary institution eligible to

participate in the Florida Bright Futures Schol arshi p program

A student attending an eligible private postsecondary

institution may receive an award equi val ent to the average

matricul ati on and fees calculated for full-tinme attendance at

a public postsecondary institution at the conparable | evel.

Any child having entered upon a course of training or
educati on under the provisions of this chapter, consisting of
a course of not nore than 4 years, and arriving at the age of
22 years before the conpletion of such course may continue the
course and receive all benefits of the provisions of this
chapter until the course is conpleted. The Departnent of
Education shall adm nister this educational program subject to
regul ations of the departnent. The State Board of Education is

aut hori zed to adopt rules to inplenment this program
Section 32. Sections 228.502, 240.40242, and 240. 6055,
Florida Statutes, are repeal ed

Section 33. Paragraph (r) of subsection (1) of section
246.041, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

246. 041 Powers and duties of board.--

(1) The board shall:

(r) Provide information and docunentati on on an annua
basis to the Ofice of Student Financial Assistance of the
Departnent of Education regarding the requirements set forth
for nonpublic colleges in s. 240.605, relating to WlliamL.
Boyd, IV, Florida resident access grants, s—240-6055-

retating—to—acecess—grants—for—ecomuni-ty—coHege—graduates;-and
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1| s. 240.609, relating to Florida postsecondary endownent
2| grants.
3 Section 34. Section 240.409, Florida Statutes, is
4 | anended to read:
5 240.409 Florida Public Student Assistance G ant
6| Program eligibility for grants.--
7 (1) There is hereby created a Florida Public Student
8 | Assistance Grant Program The program shall be admnini stered by
9| the participating institutions in accordance with rules of the
10 | state board.
11 (2) The departnent is directed to establish an initial
12 | application deadline for funds adm ni stered pursuant to this
13 | section.
14 (3) Using the priorities established in this section
15| and in s. 240.4099, institutions shall first award funds
16 | adni ni stered pursuant to this section to students who neet the
17 | initial application deadline established pursuant to
18 | subsection (2). An institution may, at its discretion, award
19 | any renmaining funds fromthis programto students who apply
20| after the deadline date and who are otherwi se eligible
21 | pursuant to this section
22 (4)t2)y(a) State student assistance grants through the
23 | program may be made only to fuH—time degree-seeki ng students
24 | who enroll in at least 6 senester hours, or the equival ent,
25| per termand who neet the general requirenents for student
26 | eligibility as provided in s. 240.404, except as otherw se
27 | provided in this section. Such grants shall be awarded
28 | annually for the anobunt of denpnstrated unnmet need for the
29 | cost of education and may not exceed an anount equal to the
30 | average prior acadenic year cost of matriculation fees and
31| other registration fees for 30 credit hours at state
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universities or such other anmobunt as specified in the Genera
Appropriations Act, to any recipient. A denonstrated unnet
need of |ess than $200 shall render the applicant ineligible
for a state student assistance grant. Recipients of such
grants nust have been accepted at a state university or
community coll ege authorized by Florida law. No student may
receive an award for nore than the equival ent of 9 senesters
or 14 quarters of full-tinme enrollnment, except as otherw se
provided in s. 240.404(3).

(b) A student applying for a Florida public student
assi stance grant shall be required to apply for the Pel
Grant. The Pell Grant entitlenment shall be considered when
conducting an assessnent of the financial resources avail able
to each student.

(c) Priority in the distribution of grant nobneys shal
be given to students with the lowest total famly resources
in accordance with a nationally recogni zed system of need
anal ysis. Using the system of need anal ysis, the departnent
shal | establish a naxi num expected fanily contribution. An
institution may not nmake a grant fromthis programto a
student whose expected family contribution exceeds the |evel
established by the departnent. An institution may not inpose
additional criteria to determne a student's eligibility to
receive a grant award.

(d) Each participating institution shall report, to
t he departnent by the established date, the eligible students
to whom grant noneys are di sbursed each academ c term and
i ndi cate whether or not the student net the application

deadl i ne established pursuant to subsection (2). Each

institution shall also report to the departnent necessary
denographic and eligibility data for such students.
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(5) 3) Based on the unnet financial need of an
eligible applicant, the anount of a Florida public student
assi stance grant nust be between $200 and the wei ghted average
of the cost of matriculation and other registration fees for
30 credit hours at state universities per acadenic year or the
anmount specified in the General Appropriations Act.

(6)t4)y(a) The funds appropriated for the Florida
Publi ¢ Student Assistance Grant shall be distributed to
eligible institutions in accordance with a fornmula recomended
by the Departnent of Education's Florida Council of Student
Fi nancial Aid Advisors and revi ewed by the Postsecondary
Educati on Pl anni ng Conmi ssion, the State Board of Community
Col | eges, and the Board of Regents. The fornula shall consider
at least the prior year's distribution of funds to award
reci pients who net the application deadline, the nunber of
fuH—tie eligible applicants who net the application deadline
who did not receive awards, the standardi zati on of the

expected fam ly contribution, and provisions for unused funds.

(b) Paynent of Florida public student assistance
grants shall be transmitted to the president of the state
university or community college, or to his or her
representative, in advance of the registration period.
Institutions shall notify students of the amobunt of their
awar ds.

(c) The eligibility status of each student to receive
a di sbursenment shall be deternined by each institution as of
the end of its regular registration period, inclusive of a
drop-add period. Institutions shall not be required to
reeval uate a student's eligibility status after this date for
pur poses of changing eligibility determ nations previously
nade.
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1 (d) Institutions shall certify to the departnent the

2 | amount of funds di sbursed to each student and shall renit to

3 | the departnment any undi sbursed advances by June 1 of each

4 | year.

5 (7) 5y Funds appropriated by the Legislature for state

6 | student assistance grants shall be deposited in the State

7 | Student Financial Assistance Trust Fund. Notwi t hstandi ng the

8 | provisions of s. 216.301 and pursuant to s. 216. 351, any

9| balance in the trust fund at the end of any fiscal year that

10 | has been allocated to the Florida Public Student Assistance

11| Gant Programshall remain therein and shall be available for

12 | carrying out the purposes of this section

13 (8) t6) The State Board of Education shall establish

14 | rul es necessary to inplenment this section

15 Section 35. Section 240.4095, Florida Statutes, is

16 | anended to read:

17 240.4095 Florida Private Student Assistance G ant

18 | Program eligibility for grants.--

19 (1) There is hereby created a Florida Private Student

20 | Assistance Grant Program The program shall be admi ni stered by

21| the participating institutions in accordance with rules of the

22 | state board

23 (2) The departnent is directed to establish an initial

24 | application deadline for funds adni ni stered pursuant to this

25| secti on.

26 (3) Using the priorities established in this section

27| and in s. 240.4099, institutions shall first award funds

28 | admi ni stered pursuant to this section to students who neet the

29 | initial application deadline established pursuant to

30 | subsection (2). An institution may, at its discretion, award

31| any remaining funds fromthis programto students who apply
60
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1| after the deadline date and who are otherwi se eligible

2| pursuant to this section

3 (4)(a) Florida private student assistance grants from
4| the State Student Financial Assistance Trust Fund nay be nade
5| only to fuH—ti+rme degree-seeking students who enroll in at

6| least 6 senester hours, or the equivalent, per termand who

7 | neet the general requirenents for student eligibility as

8| provided in s. 240.404, except as otherwi se provided in this
9| section. Such grants shall be awarded for the anpunt of

10 | denonstrated unnmet need for tuition and fees and may not

11 | exceed an anount equal to the average nmatricul ati on and ot her
12 | registration fees for 30 credit hours at state universities
13 | plus $1,000 per academ c year, or as specified in the Genera
14 | Appropriations Act, to any applicant. A denopnstrated unnet
15 | need of | ess than $200 shall render the applicant ineligible
16 | for a Florida private student assistance grant. Recipients of
17 | such grants nust have been accepted at a

18 | baccal aur eat e-degr ee-granti ng i ndependent nonprofit college or
19 | university, which is accredited by the Conm ssion on Coll eges
20 | of the Sout hern Association of Colleges and Schools and which
21| is located in and chartered as a donestic corporation by the
22 | state. No student nmmy receive an award for nore than the
23 | equival ent of 9 senesters or 14 quarters of full-tine
24 | enrol Il ment, except as otherwi se provided in s. 240.404(3).
25 (b) A student applying for a Florida private student
26 | assistance grant shall be required to apply for the Pel
27 | Gant. The Pell Grant entitlenent shall be considered when
28 | conducting an assessnent of the financial resources avail able
29 | to each student.
30 (c) Priority in the distribution of grant npneys shal
31| be given to students with the lowest total fanily resources
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in accordance with a nationally recogni zed system of need
anal ysis. Using the system of need anal ysis, the departnment
shal | establish a naxi num expected fanmily contribution. An
institution may not nmake a grant fromthis programto a
student whose expected family contribution exceeds the |evel
established by the departnent. An institution may not inpose
additional criteria to determne a student's eligibility to
receive a grant award.

(d) Each participating institution shall report, to
t he departnent by the established date, the eligible students
to whom grant noneys are di sbursed each academ c term and
i ndi cate whether or not the student net the application

deadl i ne established pursuant to subsection (2). Each

institution shall also report to the departnent necessary
denographic and eligibility data for such students.

(5) 3) Based on the unnet financial need of an
eligible applicant, the anmount of a Florida private student
assi stance grant nust be between $200 and the average cost of
matricul ation and other registration fees for 30 credit hours
at state universities plus $1,000 per acadenic year or the
anmount specified in the General Appropriations Act.

(6)t4)y(a) The funds appropriated for the Florida
Private Student Assistance Grant shall be distributed to
eligible institutions in accordance with a fornmula recomended
by the Departnent of Education's Florida Council of Student
Fi nancial Aid Advisors and revi ewed by the Postsecondary
Educati on Pl anni ng Conmi ssion and the | ndependent Coll eges and
Universities of Florida. The formula shall consider at |east
the prior year's distribution of funds to award recipients who
net the application deadline, the nunber of fuH—ti+e eligible
appl i cants who nmet the application deadline who did not
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receive awards, the standardi zation of the expected fanmly
contribution, and provisions for unused funds.

(b) Paynent of Florida private student assistance
grants shall be transnmitted to the president of the college or
university, or to his or her representative, in advance of the
registration period. Institutions shall notify students of the
amount of their awards.

(c) The eligibility status of each student to receive
a di sbursenment shall be deternmined by each institution as of
the end of its regular registration period, inclusive of a
drop-add period. Institutions shall not be required to
reeval uate a student's eligibility status after this date for
pur poses of changing eligibility determ nations previously
nade.

(d) Institutions shall certify to the departnent the
amount of funds di sbursed to each student, indicate whether or

not the student net the application deadline established

pursuant to subsection (2),and shall remt to the departnent

any undi sbursed advances by June 1 of each year

(e) Each institution that receives noneys through the
Florida Private Student Assistance Grant Program shall cause
to be prepared a biennial report that includes an independent
external audit of the institution's adm nistration of the
program and a conpl ete accounting of nbneys in the State
St udent Fi nanci al Assistance Trust Fund allocated to the
institution for the program Such report shall be submitted to
t he departnment on or before March 1 every other year. The
departnment may conduct its own annual or biennial audit of an
institution's adm nistration of the programand its all ocated
funds in lieu of the required biennial report and i ndependent
external audit. The departnment may suspend or revoke an
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l1|institution's eligibility to receive future noneys fromthe
2| trust fund for the program or request a refund of any nobneys
3| overpaid to the institution through the trust fund for the
4| programif the departnment finds that an institution has not
5| conplied with the provisions of this section. Any refund
6 | requested pursuant to this paragraph shall be remtted within
7 | 60 days.
8 (7) 5y Funds appropriated by the Legislature for
9| Florida private student assistance grants shall be deposited
10| in the State Student Financial Assistance Trust Fund.
11 | Notwi t hstandi ng the provisions of s. 216.301 and pursuant to
12 | s. 216.351, any balance in the trust fund at the end of any
13| fiscal year that has been allocated to the Florida Private
14 | Student Assistance Grant Program shall remain therein and
15| shall be available for carrying out the purposes of this
16 | section and as otherw se provided by | aw
17 (8) {6) The State Board of Education shall adopt rules
18 | necessary to inplenent this section
19 Section 36. Section 240.4097, Florida Statutes, is
20 | anended to read:
21 240. 4097 Florida Postsecondary Student Assistance
22 | Gant Program eligibility for grants.--
23 (1) There is hereby created a Florida Postsecondary
24 | Student Assistance Grant Program The program shall be
25| adnministered by the participating institutions in accordance
26 | with rules of the state board.
27 (2) The departnent is directed to establish an initial
28 | application deadline for funds adni ni stered pursuant to this
29 | secti on.
30 (3) Using the priorities established in this section
31| and s. 240.4099, institutions shall first award funds
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1| administered pursuant to this section to students who neet the
2]linitial application deadline established pursuant to

3| subsection (2). An institution may, at its discretion, award
4| any renmaining funds fromthis programto students who apply

5| after the deadline date and who are otherwi se eligible

6 | pursuant to this section

7 (4)(a) Florida postsecondary student assistance grants
8 | through the State Student Financial Assistance Trust Fund may
9| be made only to fuH—t+we degree-seeki ng students who enrol
10| in at |least 6 senester hours, or the equivalent, per term and
11 | who neet the general requirenents for student eligibility as
12 | provided in s. 240.404, except as otherwi se provided in this
13 | section. Such grants shall be awarded for the anpunt of

14 | denonstrated unnmet need for tuition and fees and may not

15 | exceed an anount equal to the average prior academ c year cost
16 | of matriculation and other registration fees for 30 credit

17 | hours at state universities plus $1,000 per acadenic year, or
18 | as specified in the General Appropriations Act, to any

19 | applicant. A denonstrated unnmet need of |ess than $200 shal
20| render the applicant ineligible for a Florida postsecondary
21 | student assistance grant. Recipients of such grants nust have
22 | been accepted at a postsecondary institution that is |ocated
23]in the state and that is:
24 1. A private nursing diploma school approved by the
25| Florida Board of Nursing; or
26 2. Aninstitution either licensed by the State Board
27 | of I ndependent Coll eges and Universities or exenpt from
28 | licensure pursuant to s. 246.085(1)(a), excluding those
29 | institutions the students of which are eligible to receive a
30| Florida private student assistance grant pursuant to s.
31 | 240. 4095.
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No student may receive an award for nore than the equival ent
of 9 senesters or 14 quarters of full-tinme enroll nent, except
as otherwi se provided in s. 240.404(3).

(b) A student applying for a Florida postsecondary
student assistance grant shall be required to apply for the
Pell Grant. The Pell Grant entitlenent shall be considered
when conducting an assessnent of the financial resources
avail abl e to each student.

(c) Priority in the distribution of grant nbneys shal
be given to students with the lowest total famly resources
in accordance with a nationally recogni zed system of need
anal ysis. Using the system of need anal ysis, the departnent
shal | establish a naxi num expected fanily contribution. An
institution may not nmake a grant fromthis programto a
student whose expected family contribution exceeds the |evel
established by the departnent. An institution may not inpose
additional criteria to determne a student's eligibility to
receive a grant award.

(d) Each participating institution shall report, to
t he departnent by the established date, the eligible students
to whom grant noneys are di sbursed each academ c term and
i ndi cate whether or not the student net the application

deadl i ne established pursuant to subsection (2). Each

institution shall also report to the departnent necessary
denographic and eligibility data for such students.

(5) 3) Based on the unnet financial need of an
eligible applicant, the anount of a Florida postsecondary
student assi stance grant nust be between $200 and the average
cost of matriculation and other registration fees for 30
credit hours at state universities plus $1,000 per acadenic
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year or the anmpbunt specified in the General Appropriations
Act .

(6)t4)y(a) The funds appropriated for the Florida
Post secondary Student Assistance Grant shall be distributed to
eligible institutions in accordance with a fornmula recomended
by the Departnent of Education's Florida Council of Student
Fi nancial Aid Advisors and revi ewed by the Postsecondary
Educati on Pl anni ng Conmi ssion and the Florida Association of
Post secondary Schools and Col |l eges. The formula shall consider
at least the prior year's distribution of funds to award
reci pients who net the application deadline, the nunber of
fuH—tie eligible applicants who net the application deadline
who did not receive awards, the standardi zati on of the

expected fam ly contribution, and provisions for unused funds.

(b) Paynent of Florida postsecondary student
assi stance grants shall be transmitted to the president of the
eligible institution, or to his or her representative, in
advance of the registration period. Institutions shall notify
students of the amount of their awards.

(c) The eligibility status of each student to receive
a di sbursenment shall be deternined by each institution as of
the end of its regular registration period, inclusive of a
drop-add period. Institutions shall not be required to
reeval uate a student's eligibility status after this date for
pur poses of changing eligibility determ nations previously
nade.

(d) Institutions shall certify to the departnent the
amount of funds di sbursed to each student, indicate whether or

not the student net the application deadline established

pursuant to subsection (2),and shall remt to the departnent

any undi sbursed advances by June 1 of each year
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(e) Each institution that receives noneys through the
Fl ori da Postsecondary Student Assistance Grant Program shal
cause to be prepared a biennial report that includes an
i ndependent external audit of the institution's adninistration
of the program and a conpl ete accounting of noneys in the
State Student Financial Assistance Trust Fund all ocated to the
institution for the program Such report shall be subnitted
to the departnent on or before March 1 every other year. The
departnment may conduct its own annual or biennial audit of an
institution's adm nistration of the programand its all ocated
funds in lieu of the required biennial report and i ndependent
external audit. The departnent may suspend or revoke an
institution's eligibility to receive future noneys fromthe
trust fund for the programor request a refund of any noneys
overpaid to the institution through the trust fund for the
programif the departnment finds that an institution has not
conplied with the provisions of this section. Any refund
requested pursuant to this paragraph shall be remtted within
60 days.

(7)£5) Any institution that was eligible to receive
state student assistance grants on January 1, 1989, and that
is not eligible to receive grants pursuant to s. 240.4095 is
eligible to receive grants pursuant to this section.

(8) t6) Funds appropriated by the Legislature for
Fl ori da postsecondary student assistance grants shall be
deposited in the State Student Financial Assistance Trust
Fund. Notwi t hstandi ng the provisions of s. 216.301 and
pursuant to s. 216.351, any balance in the trust fund at the
end of any fiscal year that has been allocated to the Florida
Post secondary Student Assistance Grant Program shall remain
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therein and shall be available for carrying out the purposes
of this section and as otherw se provided by | aw.
(9) 7 The State Board of Education shall adopt rules
necessary to inplenent this section
Section 37. Section 240.4099, Florida Statutes, is
created to read
240. 4099 Florida student assistance grant prograns;

priority for receiving grants.--ln addition to priorities and

criteria for the distribution of Florida student assistance
grant program funds established in ss. 240.409, 240.4095, and
240. 4097, priority in the distribution of grant noney to

eligible initial applicants shall be given in the foll ow ng

order:
(1) To full-tinme students with financial need who

graduate from Florida public high schools, who have conpl eted

t he high school courses that are adopted by the Board of

Regents and recommended by the State Board of Community

Col | eges as col |l ege-preparatory courses, and who rank in the

top 20 percent of their high school graduating class. C ass

rank shall be determi ned by the Departnent of Education

(2) To other full-tinme students with financial need.

(3) To part-tine students with financial need, if

funds are renmi ni ng. However, awards to full-tine students are

not to be reduced to acconplish this purpose.
Section 38. Subsection (3) of section 240.404, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

240. 404 Ceneral requirenents for student eligibility
for state financial aid.--

(3) Undergraduate students shall be eligible to
receive financial aid for a maxi mum of 110 percent of the

nunber of credit hours required to conplete the program up to
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a maxi num of 132 credit hours, or the equival ent 8—senesters

or—12—tuarters. However—uhdergratduate—students—partieipating
. " . e I -

Section 39. The Division of Statutory Revision of the

Ofice of Legislative Services is directed to prepare a

reviser's bill for introduction at the 2001 Regul ar Sessi on of

the Legislature to change "Florida Merit Schol arship" to

"Fl orida Medal lion Schol arship” and to change "Florida Merit

Scholar" to "Florida Medallion Scholar," effective for the
2002- 2003 school year

Section 40. Short title.--Sections 40-69 of this act
may be referred to as the "Hi gher Educational Facilities

Fi nanci ng Act."

Section 41. Findings and declarations.--1t is declared

that for the benefit of the people of the state, the increase

of their comerce, welfare, and prosperity, and the

i mprovenent of their health and living conditions, it is

essential that this and future generations of youth be given

the fullest opportunity to learn and to develop their

intellectual and nental capacities; that it is essential for

private institutions of higher education in the state to be

provided with appropriate additional neans to assist such

youth in achieving the required | evels of |earning and

devel opnent of their intellectual and nental capacities; that

it is the purpose of this act to provide a neasure of

assi stance and an alternative nethod enabling private
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institutions of higher education of this state to provide the

facilities and structures that are sorely needed to acconplish

the purposes of this act; and that it is essential to provide

addi ti onal assistance to private institutions of higher

educati on by enabling those institutions to coordinate their

budgetary needs with the tining of receipt of tuition

revenues.
Section 42. Definitions.--As used in this act, the

term

(1) "Authority" or "educational facilities authority"

neans the public corporation created by this act.

(2) "Real property" includes all |ands, including

i nprovenents and fixtures thereon, and any such property

appurtenant thereto, or used in connection therewith and every

estate, interest and right, legal or equitable, therein,

including terns for years and liens by way of judgnent,

nortgage, or otherw se and the indebtedness secured by such

liens. This definition does not affect the classification of

property as real property or tangi bl e personal property for

pur poses of ad val oremtaxati on under chapters 192 and 193,

Florida Statutes, or sales and use taxation under chapter 212,

Fl ori da St at ut es.

(3) "Project" neans a structure suitable for use as a

dormtory or other housing facility, dining hall, student

uni on, administration building, acadenic building, library,

| aboratory, research facility, classroom athletic facility,

health care facility, and mai ntenance, storage, or utility

facility, and other structures or facilities related thereto,

or required thereby, or required or useful for the instruction

of students, or the conducting of research, or the operation

of an institution of higher education, including parking and
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other facilities or structures, essential for the orderly

conduct of an institution of higher education and shall al so

i ncl ude equi pnent and machi nery and other sinmlar itens

necessary for the operation of a particular facility or

structure in the manner for which its use is intended, but the

term does not include such itens as books, fuel, supplies, or

other itens that are custonmarily considered to result in a

current operating charge. The termalso includes a loan in

anticipation of tuition revenues by a private institution of

hi gher educati on.

(4) "Cost," as applied to a project or any portion

t hereof financed under this act, enbraces all or any part of

the cost of construction and acquisition of all |ands,

structures, real or personal property, rights, rights-of-way,

franchi ses, easenents, and interests acquired or used for a

project, the cost of denplishing or renoving any buil di ngs or

structures on |land so acquired, including the cost of

acquiring any lands to which the buildings or structures may

be renoved, the cost of all machinery and equi pnent, financing

charges, interest before, during, and for a period of 30

nont hs after conpletion of the construction, provisions for

wor king capital, reserves for principal, interest and rebate,

and for extensions, enlargenents, additions and inprovenents,

cost of engineering, financial and | egal services, plans,

speci fications, studies, surveys, estimtes of cost and of

revenues, administrative expenses, expenses necessary to

determning the feasibility or practicability of constructing

the project and other expenses as nmay be necessary to the

construction and acquisition of the project, the financing of

the construction and acquisition and the placing of the

project in operation. In the case of a loan in anticipation of
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1| tuition revenues, the term"cost" neans the anount of the | oan
2]in anticipation of revenues whi ch does not exceed the anpunt

3] of tuition revenues anticipated to be received by the

4| borrowing institution of higher education in the 1-year period
5| following the date of the |oan, plus costs related to the

6 | i ssuance of the |loans, or bonds, the proceeds of which fund

7| the loans, and any rel ated cost of debt service reserve funds
8 | and rebate associated therewth.

9 (5) "Bond" or "revenue bond" nmeans a revenue bond of

10| the authority issued under this act, including a revenue

11 | refundi ng bond, notwithstanding that it nmay be secured by

12 | nortgage or the full faith and credit of a participating

13 | institution of higher education or any other |lawfully pl edged
14 | security of a participating institution of higher education.
15 (6) "lInstitution of higher education" neans an

16 | educational institution that by virtue of law or charter is a
17 | nonprofit educational institution enpowered to provide a

18 | project of education beyond the high school level; is not

19 | owned or controlled by the state or any political subdivision
20 | agency, instrunentality, district, or nmunicipality of the
21| state; and otherwi se neets the requirenents of section 196.012
22 |(5), Florida Statutes.
23 (7) "Participating institution" neans an institution
24 | of hi gher education that undertakes the financing and
25| construction or acquisition of a project or undertakes the
26 | refunding or refinancing of obligations or of a nortgage or of
27 | advances as provided in and pernitted by this act.
28 (8) "Loan in anticipation of tuition revenues" neans a
29| loan to an institution of higher education under circunstances
30| in which tuition revenues anticipated to be received by the
3l | institution in any budget year are estinated to be
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insufficient at any tine during the budget year to pay the

operati ng expenses or other obligations of the institution in

accordance with the budget of the institution

Section 43. Creation of H gher Educational Facilities

Fi nanci ng Authority. --

(1) There is created a public body corporate and

politic to be known as the Hi gher Educational Facilities

Fi nancing Authority. The authority is constituted as a public

instrunentality and the exercise by the authority of the

powers conferred by this act is considered to be the

perfornmance of an essential public function. Chapters 119 and

286, Florida Statutes, shall apply to the authority.

(2) The authority shall consist of five nenbers to be

appoi nted by the Governor, subject to confirmation by the

Senate. One nenber shall be a trustee, director, officer, or

enpl oyee of an institution of higher education. O the nenbers

first appointed, one shall serve for 1 year, one for 2 years,

one for 3 years, one for 4 years, and one for 5 years, and in

each case until his or her successor is appointed and has

qgqualified. Thereafter, the Governor shall appoint for terns of

5 years each a nmenber or nenbers to succeed those whose terns

expire. The Governor shall fill any vacancy for an unexpired

term A nenber of the authority is eligible for reappoi ntnent.

Any nenber of the authority nmay be renoved by the Governor for

m sf easance, nmlfeasance, or willful neglect of duty. Each

nenber of the authority before entering upon his or her duties

shal |l take and subscribe to the oath or affirnation required

by the State Constitution. A record of each oath nmust be filed

in the office of the Departnent of State and with the

aut hority.
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(3) The authority shall annually el ect one of its

nenbers as chair and one as vice chair, and shall al so appoint

an executive director who is not a nenber of the authority and

who serves at the pleasure of the authority and receives

conpensation as fixed by the authority. The duties of the

executive director may be di scharged under a contract with the

| ndependent Col | eges and Universities of Florida, a

not-for-profit corporation representing the i ndependent

coll eges and universities of the state, or any successor

corporation or other such entity providing sinilar

representation, chosen by the authority, or an agency or other

entity representing i ndependent coll eges and universities

provi di ng such services, in which case the entity shal

designate a person to performthose duti es.

(4) The executive director shall keep a record of the

proceedi ngs of the authority and shall be custodian of al

books, docunents, and papers filed with the authority and of

the minute book or journal of the authority and of its

official seal. He or she nay cause copies to be nade of al

m nutes and other records and docunents of the authority and

may give certificates under the official seal of the authority

to the effect that the copies are true copies, and all persons

dealing with the authority nmay rely upon the certificates.

(5) A mjority of the nenbers of the authority

constitutes a quorum and the affirnmative vote of a mpjority

of the nenbers present at a neeting of the authority is

necessary for any action taken by the authority. A vacancy in

the nmenbership of the authority may not inpair the right of a

guorumto exercise all the rights and performall the duties

of the authority. Any action taken by the authority under this

act may be authorized by resolution at any regul ar or speci al
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1| nmeeting, and each resolution shall take effect i mediately and

2 | need not be published or posted.

3 (6) The nenbers of the authority shall receive no

4 | conpensation for the perfornance of their duties, but each

5| nmenber shall be paid his or her necessary expenses incurred

6 | while engaged in the performance of his or her duties.

7 (7) The authority is assigned to the Departnent of

8 | Education for adm nistrative purposes.

9 Section 44. Powers of authority.--The purpose of the
10 | authority is to assist institutions of higher education in the
11 | construction, financing, and refinancing of projects
12 | throughout the state and for this purpose the authority nay:
13 (1) Exercise all powers granted to corporations under
14 | the Florida Business Corporation Act, chapter 607, Florida
15| St at ut es.

16 (2) Have perpetual succession as a body politic and

17 | corporate and adopt bylaws for the regulation of its affairs

18 | and the conduct of its business.

19 (3) Adopt an official seal and alter the sane at its

20 | pl easure.

21 (4) Maintain an office at any place in the state that

22| it may designate.

23 (5) Sue and be sued in its own nane, and plead and be

24 | i npl eaded.

25 (6) Make and execute financing agreenents, |eases, as

26 | | essee or as |lessor, contracts, deeds, and other instruments

27 | necessary or convenient in the exercise of the powers and

28 | functions of the authority under this act, including contracts

29 | with persons, firms, corporations, federal and state agenci es,

30| and other authorities, which state agenci es and ot her

31| authorities are hereby authorized to enter into contracts and
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ot herwi se cooperate with the authority to facilitate the

financing, construction, |leasing, or sale of any project or

the institution of any program engage in sal e-l easeback

| ease- purchase, | ease-|easeback, or other undertaki ngs and

provide for the sale of certificates of participation incident

thereto; enter into interlocal agreenents in the nmanner

provided in section 163.01, Florida Statutes.

(7) Deternmine the | ocation and character of any

project to be financed under this act and may:

(a) Construct, reconstruct, nmintain, repair, operate,

| ease as | essee or |essor, and regul ate the project;

(b) Enter into contracts for any of those purposes;

(c) Enter into contracts for the nmanagenent and

operation of a project; and

(d) Designate a participating institution of higher

education as its agent to deternmine the |ocation and character

of a project undertaken by a participating institution of

hi gher education under this act and, as the agent of the

authority, construct, reconstruct, nmintain, repair, operate,

own, |ease as | essee or |essor, and regulate the project, and,

as the agent of the authority, enter into contracts for any of

t hose purposes, including contracts for the nmanagenent and

operation of the project.

(8) |Issue bonds, bond anticipation notes, and other

obligations of the authority for any of its corporate

pur poses, including the providing of funds to pay all or any

part of the cost of any project, and to fund or refund the

cost of any project as provided in this act.

(9) Cenerally fix and revise and charge and col |l ect

rates, rents, fees, and charges for the use of and for the

services furnished or to be furnished by a project or any
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portion thereof and to contract with any person, partnership,

associ ation, or corporation or other body public or private in

respect thereof.

(10) Establish rules and regulations for the use of a

project or any portion thereof and designate a participating

institution of higher education as its agent to establish

rules and regul ations for the use of a project undertaken by

the participating institution of higher education

(11) Enploy consulting engineers, architects,

attorneys, accountants, construction and financial experts,

superintendents, managers, and ot her enpl oyees and agents as

may be necessary in its judgnent, and fix their conpensation

(12) Receive and accept fromany public agency | oans

or grants for or in aid of the construction of a project or

any portion thereof, and receive and accept |oans, grants,

aid, or contributions fromany source of either noney,

property, |labor, or other things of value, to be held, used,

and applied only for the purposes for which the |oans, grants,

aid, and contributions are nade.

(13) Mortgage any project and the site thereof for the

benefit of the holders of revenue bonds issued to finance

projects or those providing credit for that purpose.

(14) WMake loans to any participating institution of

hi gher education for the cost of a project, including a | oan

in anticipation of tuition revenues, in accordance with an

agreenent between the authority and the participating

institution of higher education; but no | oan may exceed the

total cost of the project as deternined by the participating

institution of higher educati on and approved by the authority.

(15) Make loans to a participating institution of

hi gher education to refund outstandi ng obligations, nortgages,
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or advances issued, nade, or given by the participating

institution of higher education for the cost of a project.

(16) Charge to and equitably apportion anbng

participating institutions of higher education its

admi ni strative costs and expenses incurred in the exercise of

the powers and duties conferred by this act.

(17) Contract with an entity representing i ndependent

coll eges and universities as its agent to assist the authority

in screening applications of institutions of higher education

for loans under this act and receive any recommendati ons the

entity may nake

(18) Do all things necessary or convenient to carry

out the purposes of this act.

Section 45. Paynent of expenses.--All expenses

incurred in carrying out this act are payable solely from

funds provided under the authority of this act, and no

liability or obligation may be incurred by the authority

beyond the extent to whi ch noneys have been provi ded under

this act.
Section 46. Acquisition of real property.--The

authority may directly, or by and through a participating

institution of higher education as its agent, acquire by

purchase or | ease solely fromfunds provided under this act,

or by gift or devise, any |ands, structures, property, real or

personal, rights, rights-of-way, franchi ses, easenents, and

other interests in lands, including |ands |ying underwater,

and riparian rights, which are |located within or outside the

state as it nmmy consider necessary or convenient for the

construction or operation of a project, upon terns and at

prices as are considered by it to be reasonable and that can

be agreed upon between it and the owner thereof, and to take

79

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




SB 292 Second Engr ossed

1|title thereto in the nane of the authority or in the nane of a
2| participating institution of higher education as its agent or
3| as an owner and borrower.

4 Section 47. Conveyance of title or interest to

5] participating institutions.--Wen the principal of and

6| interest on revenue bonds of the authority issued to finance
7| the cost of a particular project or projects at a

8| participating institution of higher education, including any
9 | revenue refundi ng bonds issued to refund and refinance the

10 | revenue bonds, have been fully paid and retired, or when

11 | adequat e provi sion has been made to pay fully and retire them
12 ) and all other conditions of the resolution or trust agreenent
13 | aut hori zi ng and securing the revenue bonds have been satisfied
14 ) and the lien of the resolution or trust agreement has been

15| rel eased in accordance with the provisions thereof, the

16 | authority shall pronptly execute deeds and conveyances

17 | necessary and required to convey title to the project or

18 | projects to the participating institution of higher education,
19 | free and clear of all liens and encunbrances.
20 Section 48. Citeria and requirenents.--1n undertaking
21| any project under this act, the authority shall be guided by
22 | and shall observe the following criteria and requirenents;
23 | however, the deternination of the authority as to conpliance
24| with the criteria and requirenents is final and concl usive:
25 (1) The project, in the determ nation of the
26 | authority, is appropriate to the needs and circunstances of,
27 | and shall nmke a significant contribution to the purposes of,
28 | the authority and this act as set forth in the findings and
29 | declarations, and shall serve a public purpose by advancing
30| the prosperity and general welfare of the state and its
31 | peopl e.
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(2) A financing agreenent for a project may not be

entered into with a participating institution that is not

financially responsible and fully capable of and willing to

fulfill its obligations under the financing agreenent,

i ncluding the obligations to nake paynents in the anobunts and

at the tines required; to operate, repair, and maintain at its

own expense the project owned or | eased; and to serve the

purposes of this act and any other responsibilities that may

be i nposed under the financing agreenent. In deternining the

financial responsibility of the participating institution

consi deration nust be given to the party's ratio of current

assets to current liabilities; net worth; endownents; pledges;

earning trends; coverage of all fixed charges; the nature of

the project involved; its inherent stability; any guarantee of

the obligations by sonme other financially responsible

corporation, firm or person; neans by which the bonds are to

be marketed to the public; and other factors deterninative of

the capability of the participating institution, financially

and otherwise, to fulfill its obligations consistently with

t he purposes of this act. |n naking findings and

determ nations, the authority may rely upon the

reconmendations of the entity representing i ndependent

col |l eges and uni versities.

(3) Adequate provision nust be made for the operation

repair, and mai ntenance of the project at the expense of the

owner or |essee and for the paynent of principal of and

i nterest on the bonds.

(4) The costs to be paid fromthe proceeds of the

bonds are costs of a project within the neaning of this act,

except for paynents included in the purposes for which revenue

refundi ng bonds may be issued under this act.
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1 Section 49. Approval required to i ssue bonds. --The

2| authority is created for the purpose of pronoting higher

3 | education and i ssuing bonds on behalf of the state, and the

4 | Governor nmmy approve any bonds issued by the authority which
5] require approval under federal |aw.

6 Section 50. Agreenents of sale, |ease, or |oan.--

7 (1) A project financed under this act may not be

8 | operated by the authority or any other governnental agency,

9 | except that the authority nmay tenporarily operate or cause to
10| be operated all or any part of a project to protect its

11| interest therein, pending any |leasing or sale of the project.
12 | A project acquired or constructed by the authority, unless

13| sold or contracted to be sold, nust be | eased to one or nore
14 | persons, firnms, or private corporations for operation and

15| maintenance in a manner as will effectuate the purposes of

16 | this act, under an agreenent of sale, installnment sale, |ease
17 | or loan, in formand substance not inconsistent herewith. Any
18 | agreenent nmay provi de, anong ot her provisions, that:

19 (a) The owner or |essee shall at its own expense
20 | operate, repair, and maintain the project sold or |eased
21 | t hereunder.
22 (b) The paynents or rent payabl e under the agreenent
23| will in the aggregate be not | ess than an anpbunt sufficient to
24 | pay all of the interest, principal, and redenpti on preni uns,
25| if any, on the bonds that will be issued by the authority to
26 | pay the cost of the project sold or |eased thereunder
27 (c) The owner or |essee shall pay all other costs
28 | incurred by the authority in connection with the financing,
29 | construction, and adnministration of the project sold or
30| | eased, except as nay be paid out of the proceeds of bonds or
31| otherwi se, including, but without being linmted to, insurance
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costs, the cost of administering the bond resol ution

aut hori zi ng the bonds and any trust agreenent securing the

bonds, and the fees and expenses of the authority, trustees,

payi ng agents, attorneys, consultants, and others.

(d) The termof an agreenent will terninate not

earlier than the date on which all bonds and all other

obligations incurred by the authority in connection with the

project sold or | eased thereunder are paid in full, including

interest, principal, and redenption premuns, if any, or on

whi ch adequate funds for paynent are deposited in trust.

(e) The owner or |essee's obligation to pay paynents

or rent is not subject to cancellation, ternination, or

abatenent until paynent of the bonds or provision for paynent

i s made.
(2) An agreenent may contain additional provisions

that in the determination of the authority are necessary to

ef fectuate the purposes of this act, including provisions for

extensi ons of the termand renewals of the sale or the | ease

and vesting in the |l essee an option to purchase the project

| eased thereunder pursuant to any terns and conditions

consistent with this act that are prescribed in the | ease;

however, except as is otherw se expressly stated in the

agreenent and except to provide for any contingencies

i nvol ving the damagi ng, destruction, or condemation of the

project or any substantial portion thereof, an option to

purchase may not be exercised unless all bonds issued for the

project, including all principal, interest, and redenption

premuns, if any, and all other obligations incurred by the

authority in connection with the project have been paid in

full or sufficient funds have been deposited in trust or

sufficient arrangenents have been made for paynent. However,
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1| the purchase price of the project may not be | ess than an

2 | anount sufficient to pay in full all of the bonds, including
3lall principal, interest, and redenption premum if any,

4| issued for the project then outstandi ng and all other

5] obligations incurred by the authority in connection with the
6 | project.

7 Section 51. Notes of authority.--The authority may

8| issue its negotiable notes for any corporate purpose and renew
9| any notes by the issuance of new notes, whether the notes to
10 | be renewed have or have not matured. The authority may issue
11| notes partly to renew notes or to discharge other obligations
12 | then outstandi ng and partly for any other purpose. The notes
13 | may be authorized, sold, executed, and delivered in the sane
14 | manner as bonds. Any resolution authorizing notes of the

15| authority or any issue thereof nay contain any provisions that
16 | the authority is authorized to include in any resol ution

17 | aut hori zi ng revenue bonds of the authority or any issue

18 | thereof, and the authority nmay include in any notes any terns,
19 | covenants, or conditions that it is authorized to include in
20| any bonds. Al the notes nust be payable solely fromthe
21 | revenues of the project to be financed, subject only to any
22 | contractual rights of the holders of any of its notes or other
23 | obligations then outstandi ng.
24 Section 52. Revenue bonds. - -
25 (1) The authority nmay issue its negotiable revenue
26 | bonds for any corporate purpose, including the provision of
27 | funds to pay all or any part of the cost of any project. In
28 | anticipation of the sale of revenue bonds, the authority may
29 | i ssue negotiable bond anticipation notes and nay renew t hem
30| fromtinme to tine, but the maxi num nmaturity of any note,
31| including renewal s thereof, may not exceed 5 years fromthe
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date of issue of the original note. The notes nust be paid

fromany revenues of the authority available therefor or of

the project and not otherw se pledged, or fromthe proceeds of

sal e of the revenue bonds of the authority in anticipation of

whi ch they were issued. The notes nust be issued in the sane

manner as the revenue bonds. The notes and the resol uti on

aut hori zing them may contain any provisions, conditions, or

limtations that a bond resolution of the authority nay

cont ai n.
(2) The revenue bonds and notes of every issue nust be

payabl e solely out of revenues of the authority, including the

provi sion of funds of the participating institution to pay al

or any part of the cost of any project, subject only to any

agreenents with the hol ders of particul ar revenue bonds or

not es pl edging any particul ar revenues. Notwithstanding that

revenue bonds and notes may be payable froma special fund,

they are for all purposes negotiable instrunents, subject only

to the provisions of the revenue bonds and notes for

regi stration.

(3) The revenue bonds nmay be issued as serial bonds or

as termbonds; or the authority may issue bonds of both types.

The revenue bonds nust be aut horized by resol ution of the

authority; nmust bear the date of issuance, the date of

maturity, not exceeding 50 years fromissuance, and the

interest rate of the bonds, which may be a variable rate,

notwithstanding any limtation in other laws relating to

maxi numinterest rates; nmust be payable at a specified tineg;

nmust be in specified denom nations; nust be in specified form

carry registration privileges, be executed in a specified

manner, be payable in lawful noney of the United States at a

speci fied place, and be subject to the terns of redenption, as
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the resolution may provide. The revenue bonds or notes nay be

sold at public or private sale for the price the authority

determ nes. Pending preparation of the definitive bonds, the

authority nmay issue interimreceipts or certificates that may

be exchanged for the definitive bonds. In case any officer

whose signature, or a facsimle of whose signhature, appears on

any bonds or coupons ceases to bhe that officer before the

delivery of the bonds, the signature or facsinile is

neverthel ess valid and sufficient for all purposes as if he or

she had remained in office until delivery. The authority may

al so provide for the authentication of the bonds by a trustee

or fiscal agent. The bonds may be issued in coupon formor in

regi stered form or both, as the authority may determ ne, and

provi sion nay be nade for the registration of any coupon bonds

as to principal alone and also as to both principal and

interest; for the reconversion into coupon bonds of any bonds

regi stered as to both principal and interest; and for the

i nt erchange of registered and coupon bonds. The authority nay

sell the bonds either at public or private sale, and for the

price it determines will best effectuate the purpose of this

act, notwithstanding any linitation in other laws relating to

the maximuminterest rate permitted for bonds or linitations

on the manner by which bonds are sold.

(4) Any resolution authorizing any revenue bonds nay

contain provisions, which are a part of the contract with the

hol ders of the revenue bonds to be authorized, as to:

(a) Pledging of all or any part of the revenues of a

proj ect or any revenue-producing contract nade by the

authority with any individual, partnership, corporation, or

associ ati on or other body, public or private, to secure the

payrment of the revenue bonds or of any particul ar issue of
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revenue bonds, subject to any agreenents with bondhol ders as

may then exist.

(b) The rentals, fees, and other charges to be

charged, and the anpbunts to be raised in each year therehy,

and the use and di sposition of the revenues.

(c) The setting aside of reserves or sinking funds and

the regul ati on and di sposition thereof.

(d) Limtations on the right of the authority or its

agent to restrict and regul ate the use of the project.

(e) Limtations on the purpose to which the proceeds

of sale of any issue of revenue bonds then or thereafter to be

i ssued may be applied and pl edgi ng the proceeds to secure the

payrment of the revenue bonds or any issue of the revenue

bonds.
(f) Limtations on the issuance of additional bonds,

the terns upon which additional bonds nay be issued and

secured, and the refundi ng of outstandi ng bonds.

(g) The procedure, if any, by which the terns of any

contract with bondhol ders may be amended or abrogat ed,

i ncludi ng the anount of bonds the holders of which nust

consent thereto and the manner in which consent nmay be given.

(h) Limtations on the anount of noneys derived from

the project to be expended for operating, admnistrative, or

ot her expenses of the authority.

(i) The acts or omissions to act that constitute a

default in the duties of the authority to holders of its

obligations and providing the rights and renedi es of the

hol ders in the event of a default.

(j) The nortgaging of or granting of a security

interest in the project or the site thereof for the purpose of

securing the bondhol ders.
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(5) Neither the nenbers of the authority nor any

person executing the revenue bonds or notes is liable

personally on the revenue bonds or notes or is subject to any

personal liability or accountability by reason of the issuance

t her eof .
(6) The authority nmay purchase its bonds or notes out

of any funds available therefor. The authority may hol d,

pl edge, cancel, or resell the bonds, subject to and in

accordance with agreenents w th bondhol ders.

(7) Incident to its powers to issue bonds and notes,

the authority nmay enter into interest rate swap agreenents,

collars, caps, forward securities purchase agreenents, del ayed

delivery bond purchase agreenents, and any other financial

agreenents considered to be in the best interest of the

aut hority.
(8) Bonds nmay be issued under this act wthout

obt ai ni ng, except as ot herw se expressly provided in this act,

t he consent of any departnent, division, conm ssion, board,

body, bureau, or agency of the state or any |ocal governnent,

and wi thout any other proceedi ngs or the happeni ng of any

conditions or things other than those proceedi ngs, conditions,

or things that are specifically required by this act and the

resol ution authorizing the i ssuance of bonds or the trust

agreenent securing them

Section 53. Authority reporting requirenent. --

(1) Any authority that issues any revenue bonds under

this act shall supply the Division of Bond Finance of the

State Board of Administration with a copy of the report

required in s. 103 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954, as

anended, at the tines required under that section
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(2) The Division of Bond Finance shall, upon receipt,

provide a copy of the information supplied under subsection

(1) to the Departnent of Education

Section 54. Covenants.--Any resolution authorizing the

i ssuance of bonds may contain any covenants the authority

consi ders advi sable, including those provisions set forth in

section 13(4), and all those covenants constitute valid and

| egally binding and enforceable contracts between the

authority and the bondhol ders, regardless of the tine of

i ssuance thereof. The covenants may incl ude, without

limtation, covenants concerning the disposition of the bond

proceeds, the use and disposition of project revenues, the

pl edgi ng of revenues and assessnents, the obligations of the

authority with respect to the operation of the project and the

nmai nt enance of adequate project revenues, the issuance of

addi ti onal bonds, the appoi ntnent, powers, and duties of

trustees and receivers, the acquisition of outstandi ng bonds

and obligations, restrictions on the establishing of conpeting

projects or facilities, restrictions on the sale or disposa

of the assets and property of the authority, the naintenance

of deposits to assure the paynent of the bonds issued

her eunder, accel eration upon default, the execution of

necessary instrunents, the procedure for anmendi ng or

abrogating covenants with the bondhol ders, and any ot her

covenants consi dered necessary for the security of the
bondhol ders.
Section 55. Validity of bonds; validation

proceedi ngs. - - Any bonds issued by the authority are

i ncontestable in the hands of bona fide purchasers or hol ders

for value and are not invalid because of any irregularity or

defect in the proceedings for the issue and sal e thereof.
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Before the issuance of any bonds, the authority shall publish

a notice at |l east once in a newspaper or newspapers published

or of general circulation in the county or counties in the

state in which the project will be located, stating the date

of adoption of the resolution authorizing the obligations, the

anmount, maximumrate of interest, and maturity of the

obligations, and the purpose in general terns for which the

obligations are to be issued, and further stating that no

action or proceeding questioning the validity of the

obligations or of the proceedi ngs authorizing the i ssuance

t hereof, or of any covenants made therein, nust be instituted

within 20 days after the first publication of the notice, or

the validity of the obligations, proceedings, and covenants

may not be thereafter questioned in any court. If no action or

proceeding is instituted within the 20-day period, then the

validity of the obligations, proceedings, and covenants is

conclusive, and all persons or parties whatsoever are forever

barred fromquestioning the validity of the obligations,

proceedi ngs, or covenants in any court. Notwithstanding this

section, the bonds, notes, or other obligations issued by the

authority and the obligations of any participating

institution, or others providing credit for the obligations,

who may be before the jurisdiction of the court, nust be

validated in the nmanner provided by chapter 75, Florida

Statutes, and the jurisdiction of the action nay be in the

jurisdiction of the circuit court where the project is to be

| ocated, or in the discretion of the authority, in the county

seat of state gover nnent .

Section 56. Act furnishes full authority for issuance

of bonds.--This act constitutes full authority for the

i ssuance of bonds and the exercise of the powers of the
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1| authority provided in this act. Any bonds issued by the

2| authority are not secured by the full faith and credit of the
3| state and do not constitute an obligation, either general or
4| special, of the state.

5 Section 57. Security of bondholders.--1n the

6| discretion of the authority any revenue bonds issued under

7] this act may be secured by a trust agreenent by and between

8| the authority and a corporate trustee or trustees, which nay
9| be any trust conpany or bank having the powers of a trust

10 | conpany within or without the state. The trust agreenent or
11 ) the resolution providing for the issuance of revenue bonds nmay
12 | pl edge or assign the revenues to be received or the proceeds
13| of any contract or contracts pledged and may convey or

14 | nortgage the project or any portion thereof. The trust

15 | agreenent or resolution providing for the issuance of revenue
16 | bonds nmay contain provisions for protecting and enforcing the
17 | rights and renedi es of the bondhol ders as nay be reasonabl e
18 | and proper and not in violation of law, including particularly
19 | those provisions specifically authorized by this act to be
20 | included in any resolution of the authority authorizing
21 | revenue bonds. Any bank or trust conpany incorporated under
22 | the laws of this state or of any other state or the United
23| States which may legally act as depository of the proceeds of
24 | bonds or of revenues or other nobneys or security may furnish
25| i ndemmi fyi ng bonds or pl edge securities required by the
26 | authority, if any. Any trust agreenent nay set forth the
27 | rights and renedi es of the bondhol ders and of the trustee or
28 | trustees, and nay restrict the individual right of action by
29 | bondhol ders. I n addition any trust agreenment or resol ution may
30| contain any other provisions the authority nay consider
31 | reasonabl e and proper for the security of the bondhol ders. A
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expenses incurred in carrying out the trust agreenent or

resolution may be treated as a part of the cost of the

operation of a project.

Section 58. Paynent of bonds. --Revenue bonds issued

under this act nmay not be considered to constitute a debt or

liability of the authority, any nmunicipality, the state or any

political subdivision thereof or a pledge of the faith and

credit of the state, of the authority, of any nunicipality or

of any political subdivision, but are payable solely from

revenues of the authority pertaining to the project relating

to the issue; paynents by participating institutions of higher

educati on, banks, insurance conpanies, or others under letters

of credit or purchase agreenents; investnent earnings from

funds or accounts nmi ntai ned under the bond resol ution

i nsurance proceeds; |oan fundi ng deposits; proceeds of sales

of education | oans; proceeds of refunding obligations; and

fees, charges, and other revenues of the authority fromthe

project. All revenue bonds nust contain on the face thereof a

statenent to the effect that neither the authority, any

nmuni cipality, the state, nor any political subdivision thereof

is obligated to pay the bond or the interest thereon except

fromrevenues of the project or the portion thereof for which

they are issued, and that neither the faith and credit nor the

taxi ng power of the authority, any nmunicipality, the state, or

any political subdivision thereof is pledged to the paynent of

the principal of or the interest on the bonds. The issuance of

revenue bonds under this act may not directly or indirectly or

contingently obligate the authority, any nunicipality, the

state, or any political subdivision thereof to levy or to

pl edge any formof taxation therefor or to make any

appropriation for their paynent.
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1 Section 59. Rates, rents, fees, and charges. --
2 (1) The authority may fix, revise, charge, and collect
3| rates, rents, fees, and charges for the use of and for the
4 | services furnished or to be furnished by each project and nay
5] contract with any person, partnership, association or
6 | corporation, or other body, public or private, in respect
7| thereof. The rates, rents, fees, and charges nust be fixed and
8| adjusted in respect of the aggregate of rates, rents, fees,
9] and charges fromthe project so as to provide funds sufficient
10| with other revenues, if any:
11 (a) To pay the cost of maintaining, repairing, and
12 | operating the project and each portion thereof, to the extent
13 | that the paynent of the cost has not otherw se been adequately
14 | provided for.
15 (b) To pay the principal of and the interest on
16 | out st andi ng revenue bonds of the authority issued in respect
17 | of the project as the bonds becone due and payabl e.
18 (c) To create and nmmintain reserves required or
19 | provided for in any resol ution authorizing, or trust agreenent
20 | securing, the revenue bonds of the authority. The rates,
21 | rents, fees, and charges are not subject to supervision or
22 | regul ation by any departnent, comi ssion, board, body, bureau
23| or agency of this state other than the authority.
24 (2) A sufficient anmobunt of the revenues derived in
25 | respect of a project, except the part of the revenues
26 | necessary to pay the cost of nmintenance, repair, and
27 | operation and to provide reserves and for renewal s,
28 | repl acenents, extensions, enlargenents, and inprovenents
29 | provided for in the resolution authorizing the issuance of any
30 | revenue bonds of the authority or in the trust agreenent
31| securing them nust be set aside at regular intervals as
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provided in the resolution or trust agreenent in a sinking or

other simlar fund that is hereby pl edged to, and charged

with, the paynent of the principal of and the interest on the

revenue bonds as they becone due and the redenption price or

t he purchase price of bonds retired by call or purchase as

therein provided. The pl edge nmust be valid and binding from

the tinme when the pledge is nade; the rates, rents, fees,

charges, and ot her revenues or other npbneys so pl edged and

thereafter received by the authority nust i nmediately be

subject to the lien of the pl edge wi thout any physica

delivery thereof or further act, and the lien of any pledge is

valid and binding as against all parties having clains of any

kind in tort, contract, or otherw se against the authority,

irrespective of whether the parties have notice thereof.

Nei ther the resol ution nor any trust agreenent by which a

pl edge is created need be filed or recorded except in the

records of the authority.

(3) The use and disposition of noneys to the credit of

a sinking or other sinmlar fund nust be subject to the

resol ution authorizing the issuance of the bonds or of the

trust agreenent. Except as may ot herwi se be provided in the

resolution or the trust agreenent, the sinking or other

simlar fund nust be a fund for all revenue bonds issued to

finance projects at a particular institution for higher

education without distinction or priority of one over another

However, the authority in any resolution or trust agreenent

may provide that the sinking or other sinmlar fund be the fund

for a particular project at an institution for higher

educati on and for the revenue bonds issued to finance a

particul ar project, and may, additionally, pernit and provide

for the issuance of revenue bonds having a subordinate lien in
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1| respect of the security authorized to other revenue bonds of
2| the authority, and, in such case, the authority may create
3| separate sinking or other sinmlar funds in respect of the
4 | subordinate |ien bonds.
5 Section 60. Trust funds.--Al noneys received under
6| the authority of this act, whether as proceeds fromthe sale
7 | of bonds or as revenues, are considered to be trust funds to
8| be held and applied solely as provided in this act. Any
9| officer with whom or any bank or trust conpany w th which
10 | the noneys are deposited shall act as trustee of the npneys
11| and shall hold and apply them for the purposes of this act,
12 | subject to the regulations this act and the resol ution
13 | aut hori zi ng the bonds of any issue or the trust agreenent
14 | securing the bonds provides.
15 Section 61. Renedies of bondhol ders. --Any hol der of
16 | revenue bonds issued under this act or any of the coupons
17 | appertaining thereto, and the trustee or trustees under any
18 | trust agreenent, except to the extent the rights given nmay be
19 | restricted by any resol ution authorizing the i ssuance of, or
20 | any such trust agreenent securing, the bonds, may, either at
21| lawor in equity, by suit, action, nandanus, or other
22 | proceedi ngs, protect and enforce any rights under the | aws of
23| the state or granted hereunder or under the resolution or
24 | trust agreenment, and nmay enforce and conpel the perfornance of
25| all duties required by this act or by the resolution or trust
26 | agreenent to be perforned by the authority or by any officer
27 | enpl oyee, or agent thereof, including the fixing, charging,
28 | and collecting of the rates, rents, fees, and charges
29 | authori zed and required by the provisions of the resolution or
30| trust agreenment to be fixed, established, and coll ect ed.
31
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1 Section 62. Tax exenption.--The exercise of the powers

2| granted by this act will be in all respects for the benefit of

3| the people of this state, for the increase of their comrerce

4 | education, welfare, and prosperity, and for the inprovenent of

5| their health and living conditions, and because the operation

6 | and mai ntenance of a project by the authority or its agent or

7| the owner or | essee thereof, as authorized in this act, wll

8 | constitute the perfornance of an essential public function

9| neither the authority nor its agent is required to pay any

10 | taxes or assessnents upon or in respect of a project or any

11 | property acquired or used by the authority or its agent under

12 | the provisions of this act or upon the incone therefrom and

13 | any bonds issued under this act, any security therefor, their

14 | transfer, and the inconme therefrom including any profit nade

15 ] on the sale thereof, and all notes, nortgages, security

16 | agreenents, letters of credit, or other instrunents that arise

17 | out of or are given to secure the repaynent of bonds issued in

18 | connection with a project financed under this part, shall at

19 all tines be free fromtaxation by the state or any |l oca

20 | unit, political subdivision, or other instrunentality of the

21| state. The exenption granted by this section is not applicable

22| to any tax inposed by chapter 220, Florida Statutes, on

23| interest, incone, or profits or on debt obligations owned by

24 | corporations.

25 Section 63. Refunding bonds. --

26 (1) The authority nmay provide for the issuance of

27 | revenue bonds of the authority for the purpose of refunding

28 | any revenue bonds of the authority then outstanding, including

29 | the paynent of any redenption preniumthereon and any interest

30| accrued or to accrue to the earliest or subsequent date of

31| redenption, purchase, or maturity of the revenue bonds, and,
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1| if considered advisable by the authority, for the additiona
2 | purpose of paying all or any part of the cost of constructing
3| and acquiring additions, inprovenents, extensions, or
4 | enl argenents of a project or any portion thereof.
5 (2) The proceeds of any revenue bonds issued for the
6 | purpose of refundi ng outstanding revenue bonds nmay be applied
7| to the purchase or retirenent at maturity or redenption of the
8 | out standi ng revenue bonds either on their earliest or any
9 | subsequent redenption date or upon the purchase or at the
10| maturity thereof and nmay, pending the application, be placed
11])in escrow to be applied to the purchase or retirenent at
12 | maturity or redenption on the date as nmay be deterni ned by the
13 | authority.
14 (3) Any escrowed proceeds, pending use, may be
15| invested and reinvested in direct obligations of the United
16 | States of Anerica, or in certificates of deposit or tine
17 | deposits secured by direct obligations of the United States,
18 | or other investnents as the resolution authorizing the
19 | i ssuance and sal e of the bonds, or the trust agreenent, nay
20| provide, maturing at the tine or tines as shall be appropriate
21| to assure the pronpt paynent, as to principal, interest, and
22 | redenption prenium if any, of the outstandi ng revenue bonds
23| to be so refunded. The interest, incone, and profits, if any,
24 | earned or realized on any such investnent nmay al so be applied
25| to the paynent of the outstanding revenue bonds to be so
26 | refunded. After the terns of the escrow have been fully
27 | satisfied and carried out, any bal ance of the proceeds and
28 | interest, incone and profits, if any, earned or realized on
29 | the investnents thereof may be returned to the authority or to
30| the participating institution for use by it in any | awful
31 | manner.
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(4) The portion of the proceeds of any revenue bonds

i ssued for the additional purpose of paying all or any part of

the cost of constructing and acquiring additions,

i nprovenents, extensions, or enlargenents of a project may be

i nvested and reinvested in direct obligations of the United

States, or in certificates of deposit or tine deposits secured

by direct obligations of the United States, or other

i nvestnents as the resolution authorizing the i ssuance and

sal e of the bonds, or the trust agreenent, nmy provide,

mat uring not later than the tine or tinmes when the proceeds

will be needed for the purpose of paying all or any part of

the cost. The interest, incone, and profits, if any, earned or

realized on the investnment nay be applied to the paynent of

all or any part of the cost or may be used by the authority or

the participating institution in any |awful manner

(5) Al refunding revenue bonds are subject to this

act in the sane nanner and to the sane extent as other revenue

bonds i ssued under this act.

Section 64. Legal investnent.--Bonds issued by the

authority under this act are nade securities in which al

public officers and public bodies of the state and its

political subdivisions, all insurance conpanies, trust

conpani es, banki ng associ ati ons, investnent conpani es,

executors, admnistrators, trustees, and other fiduciaries my

properly and legally invest funds, including capital in their

control or belonging to them The bonds are nmade securities

that nay properly and legally be deposited with and recei ved

by any state or nmunicipal officer or any agency or politica

subdi vi si on of the state for any purpose for which the deposit

of bonds or obligations of the state is now or may hereafter

be authorized by | aw.
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1 Section 65. Reports.--Wthin the first 90 days of each
2 | cal endar year, the authority shall make a report to the
3 | Departnent of Education of its activities for the preceding
4 | cal endar year. Each report nust set forth a conplete operating
5] and financial statenent covering its operations during the
6 | year. The authority shall cause an audit of its books and
7 | accounts to be nade at | east once each year by a certified
8 | public accountant and the cost of the audit shall be paid by
9] the authority fromfunds available to it under this act.
10 Section 66. State agreenent.--The state agrees with
11| the holders of any obligations issued under this act, and with
12 | those parties who may enter into contracts with the authority
13 | under this act, that the state will not limt or alter the
14 | rights vested in the authority until the obligations, together
15| with the interest thereon, are fully net and di scharged and
16 | the contracts are fully perforned on the part of the
17 | authority. However, this act does not preclude any limtation
18 | or alteration if adequate provision is nmade by |law for the
19 | protection of the holders of the obligations of the authority
20| or those entering into contracts with the authority. The
21| authority is authorized to include this pledge and undertaki ng
22| for the state in any obligations or contracts.
23 Section 67. Alternative neans.--This act provides an
24 | additional and alternative nethod for the doing of the things
25 | aut hori zed, and shall be regarded as suppl enental and
26 | additional to powers conferred by other |laws; but the issuance
27 | of notes, certificates of participation, revenue bonds, and
28 | revenue refundi ng bonds under this act need not conply with
29 | the requirenents of any other |aw applicable to the i ssuance
30 | of bonds or such obligations. Except as otherw se expressly
31| provided in this act, the powers granted to the authority
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under this act are not subject to the supervision or

regulation of, or require the approval or consent of, any

nmuni cipality or political subdivision or any com ssion

board, body, bureau, official, or agency thereof or of the

st at e.
Section 68. Li beral construction. --Sections 40-69 of

this act shall be liberally construed to effectively carry out

t heir purpose.

Section 69. Act controlling.--To the extent that

sections 40-69 of this act are inconsistent with any genera

statute or special act or parts thereof, sections 40-69

control.

Section 70. Subsection (5) of section 196.012, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

196. 012 Definitions.--For the purpose of this chapter
the following terns are defined as foll ows, except where the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

(5) "Educational institution" neans a federal, state,
parochial, church, or private school, college, or university
conducting regul ar classes and courses of study required for
eligibility to certification by, accreditation to, or
nmenbership in the State Departnment of Education of Florida,
Sout hern Associ ation of Coll eges and Schools, or the Florida
Counci |l of I|ndependent Schools; a nonprofit private school the
principal activity of which is conducting regul ar classes and
courses of study accepted for continuing postgraduate dental
education credit by a board of the Division of Medical Quality
Assurance; educational direct-support organizations created
pursuant to ss. 229.8021, 240.299, and 240.331; and facilities
| ocated on the property of eligible entities which will becone
owned by those entities on a date certain; and institutions of
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hi gher education as defined under and participating in the

Hi gher Educational Facilities Financing Act created pursuant

to chapter 2000- , Laws of Fl orida.

Section 71. This act shall take effect upon beconming a
| aw.
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