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Florida Senate - 2000 SB 310
By Senator Kirkpatrick

5-213-00
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to supervised visitation
creating ss. 753.01, 753.02, 753.03, 753.04,
753.05, Florida Statutes; providing |legislative
intent relating to supervised visitation
prograns; providing definitions; providing
eligibility criteria for supervised visitation
providing for the establishnent, certification
and fundi ng of supervised visitation prograns;
providing duties and functions of the
Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services
relating to such prograns; repealing ss.
753. 001, 753.002, 753.003, 753.004, Florida
Statutes, relating to the Florida Famly
Visitation Network; providing an effective
dat e.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Section 753.01, Florida Statutes, is

created to read
753.01 Supervised visitation prograns; |egislative

intent.--The Legi sl ature recogni zes the val ue of supervised

visitation prograns in providing a safe and structured setting

for child visitation and exchange in sone cases. It is the

intent of the Legislature, subject to provisions of

appropriation acts, to assist in the devel opnent of supervised

visitation prograns and to provide a nmeans by which uniform

standards for the adm nistration and certification of such

prograns can be devel oped.
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Section 2. Section 753.02, Florida Statutes, is
created to read
753.02 Definitions.--As used in ss. 753.01-753.05, the

term

(1) "Child" nmeans an unmarried person who is under the

age of 18 years, who has not been enmmnci pated by order of a

court, and whose contact with a nonresidential parent is

supervi sed pursuant to court order. The termnmay include nore

t han one chil d.

(2) "dient" neans a residential or nonresidential

parent, other party or individual, or a child who is receiving

supervi sed contact services pursuant to a court referral to a

supervi sed contact program

(3) "Departnent" neans the Departnent of Children and

Fam |y Servi ces.

(4) "Supervised or nonitored exchange" is the

supervi si on of novenent of a child fromthe child's

residential parent to the child' s nonresidential parent at the

start of the nonresidential parent/child contact and fromthe

nonresi dential parent back to the residential parent at the

end of the contact.

(5) "Supervised visitation" is the contact between a

nonresidential parent or other party or individual and a child

whi ch occurs in the presence of an independent third party.
Section 3. Section 753.03, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

753.03 Eligibility criteria for supervised

visitation.--A court nay provide by court order that a child

is eligible to receive supervised contact services under a

supervi sed visitation programif:
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(1) The court has determ ned that there has been

docunent ed sexual, physical, or enptional abuse of the child;

(2) There is suspected or elevated risk of sexual

physical, or enotional abuse of the child, or there have been

incidents or threats of parental abduction of the child;

(3) Due to donestic violence, there is an ongoing risk

of harmto a parent or child;

(4) A parent is inpaired because of substance abuse or

nmental ill ness;

(5) There are allegations that the child is at risk

for any of the reasons stated in subsections (1)-(4), pending

an investigation; or

(6) Oher circunstances, as deternined by the court,

indicate that the child is at risk for any of the reasons

stated in subsections (1)-(4).
Section 4. Section 753.04, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

753.04 Supervised visitation progranms; establishnent;

certification; funding.--

(1) Supervised visitation prograns may be established

t hroughout the state when private, local, state, or federa

funds are avail abl e.

(2) In order to be certified as a supervi sed

visitation program a program nust:

(a) Provide a facility for receiving clients and

provi di ng supervised visitation services.

(b) Have conprehensive witten operating procedures

for onsite and offsite supervised visitation and nonitored

exchange which conply with rul es adopted under ss.
753. 01- 753. 05.
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(c) Be approved to receive judicial referrals for

supervi sed contact services.

(d) Conply with all applicable local, state, and

federal |aws, statutes, and regul ations.

(e) Receive the annual witten endorsenent of a |loca

police departnent or sheriff's office

(f) Denonstrate |ocal need and ability to sustain

operation by witten endorsenent of a local famly court,

juvenile court, or chief judge.

(g) Conplete conpetency-based training devel oped by

t he d eari nghouse on Supervised Visitation

(h) Devel op appropriate outconme neasures that refl ect

t he maxi mrum cost-benefit ratio, track the success of the

clients, and provide accountability for the program

(i) Annually solicit input fromlocal donestic

vi ol ence shelters on security issues and safety consi derations

for victins.

(3) In order to receive state funds, a program nust:
(a) Cbtain certification under ss. 753.01-753. 05.
However, the issuance of a certificate does not obligate the

departnent to provide funding.

(b) Receive at |east 25 percent of its funding from

one or nore local, nmunicipal, or county sources, public or

private. Contributions in kind, whether nmaterial s,

commodities, transportation, office space or other facilities,

or personal services, nay be eval uated and counted as part of

the required funding.

(4) Al funds collected and appropriated to supervised

visitation prograns shall be distributed annually by the

departnent to each district according to an allocation fornul a

devel oped by the departnent. In developing the fornmula, the
4
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1| departnent may consider popul ation, a rural and geographi ca

2| area factor, the incidence of reported donmestic violence, the
3 | nunber of orders for protection filed, the nunber of petitions
4 | for dependency filed, the nunber of children in foster care,
5] and the nunber of petitions for dissolution of nmarriage filed
6|inthe district.

7 Section 5. Section 753.05, Florida Statutes, is

8| created to read

9 753.05 Duties and functions of the departnment rel ating
10| to supervised visitation prograns. --

11 (1) The departnent shall:

12 (a) Adopt rules that establish criteria for the

13 | approval or rejection of certification or funding of

14 | supervised visitation prograns.

15 (b) Adopt rules that set mninum standards for the

16 | adninistration and inpl enentation of supervised visitation

17 | prograns to ensure the safety of families and staff in the

18 | prograns. |In devel opi ng these standards, the departnment nay
19 | consult with the executive board of the Florida Chapter of the
20 | Supervised Visitation Network and with the director of the
21| Florida C eari nghouse on Supervised Visitation or the
22 | director's designees.
23 (c) Receive and approve or reject applications for
24 | certification of supervised visitation prograns, and receive
25| and approve or reject applications for fundi ng of supervised
26 | visitation prograns. Wien approving funding for a newy
27 | certified supervised visitation program the departnent shal
28 | consi der the adverse econom c i npact on existing certified
29 | prograns or services provided in the sane district.
30 (d) Monitor each supervised visitation program
31| annually to ensure conpliance with the nini num standards. The
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departnent has the right to enter and i nspect the prem ses of

certified supervised visitation prograns during operating

hours in order to effectively evaluate the state of conpliance

of the programs with ss. 753.01-753.05 and rules rel ating

t hereto.
(e) Adopt rules for admnistering ss. 753.01-753. 05.
(2) |If the departnent finds that a supervised

visitation programhas failed to conply with ss.

753. 01- 753. 05, the departnent may deny, suspend, or revoke the

certification of the program

Section 6. Sections 753.001, 753.002, 753.003, and
753.004, Florida Statutes, are repeal ed.

Section 7. This act shall take effect October 1, 2000.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Rel ates to supervised visitation for_ children and their
nonresidential parents or other parties or individuals.
Provides legislative intent. Provides definitions.
Provides criteria in accordance with which a court may
declare a child eligible for a supervised visitation
program Provides for the establishnent, certification
and fundi ng of such prograns. Provides duties and
functions of the Departirent of Children and Famly
Services_relating to such prograns. Repeal s ss. i
753, 001-753.004, "F.S., relating to the Florida Fam |y

;
[
S
Visitation Network. '
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