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By Representative Trovillion

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to | aw enforcenent and

3 correctional officers; anending s. 943. 13,

4 F.S.; revising qualifications for enploynent or

5 appoi ntnent as a | aw enforcenent officer or

6 correctional officer; providing an effective

7 dat e.

8

9| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

10

11 Section 1. Section 943.13, Florida Statutes, is

12 | anended to read:

13 943.13 Oficers' nmninumaqualifications for enploynent
14 | or appoi ntnent. - - r—or—after—Cetoeber—1,—1984,-Any person

15 | enpl oyed or appointed as a full-tine, part-tine, or auxiliary
16 | | aw enforcenent officer, correctional probation officer,or

17 | correctional officer, including persons enployed by private
18 | entities under contract with the Departnent of Corrections, a
19 | county commi ssion, or the Correctional Privatization

20 | Conmi ssi on, nust: —ef—or—after—Cctober—1—1986—any—person

21 I I it fre- - " . I
22 i i : , ,

23 I I tH—tfre- - " . I
24 e I . . I I

25 F . ’ T I . I
26 . . . . bl

27 (1) Be at least 19 years of age

28 (2) Be a citizen of the United States, notwithstanding
29| any law of the state to the contrary.

30 (3) Be a high school graduate or its "equivalent" as
31| the conmi ssion has defined the termby rule. However, any
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person enpl oyed or appointed as a full-tine or part-tine | aw

enforcenent officer on or after Cctober 1, 2005, nust hold an

associ ate degree or its equivalent, as defined by conm ssion

rul e.

(4) Not have been convicted of any felony or of a
m sdenmeanor involving perjury or a false statenent, or have
received a di shonorabl e di scharge fromany of the Arned Forces
of the United States. Any person who, after July 1, 1981
pl eads guilty or nolo contendere to or is found guilty of any
felony or of a m sdeneanor involving perjury or a false
statenent is not eligible for enpl oynent or appoi ntnent as an
of ficer, notw thstandi ng suspension of sentence or w thhol di ng
of adjudication. Notw thstanding this subsection, any person
who has pled nolo contendere to a ni sdeneanor involving a
fal se statenent, prior to Decenber 1, 1985, and has had such
record seal ed or expunged shall not be deened ineligible for
enpl oynent or appoi ntnent as an officer.

(5) Have docunentation of his or her processed
fingerprints on file with the enploying agency or, if a
private correctional officer, have docunentation of his or her
processed fingerprints on file with the Departnent of
Corrections or the Crinminal Justice Standards and Training
Conmmi ssion. If administrative delays are caused by the
departnment or the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the
person has conplied with subsections (1)-(4) and (6)-(9), he
or she may be enpl oyed or appointed for a period not to exceed
1 calendar year fromthe date he or she was enpl oyed or
appoi nted or until return of the processed fingerprints
docunenti ng nonconpliance with subsections (1)-(4) or
subsection (7), whichever occurs first.
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1 (6) Have passed a physical exanination by a licensed
2 | physician, based on specifications established by the

3 | conmi ssi on.

4 (7) Have a good noral character as deternined by a

5 | background investigation under procedures established by the
6 | conmi ssi on.

7 (8) Execute and subnit to the enploying agency or, if
8| a private correctional officer, submit to the appropriate

9 | governnental entity an affidavit-of-applicant form adopted by
10| the conmission, attesting to his or her conpliance with

11 | subsections (1)-(7). The affidavit shall be executed under

12 | oath and constitutes an official statenent within the purview
13| of s. 837.06. The affidavit shall include conspicuous | anguage
14 | that the intentional false execution of the affidavit

15| constitutes a m sdeneanor of the second degree. The affidavit
16 | shall be retai ned by the enpl oyi ng agency.

17 (9) Conplete a conm ssion-approved basic recruit

18 | training programfor the applicable crimnal justice

19 | di scipline, unless exenpt under this subsection. An applicant
20 | who has:

21 (a) Conpleted a conparable basic recruit training

22 | program for the applicable crimnal justice discipline in

23 | another state or for the Federal Governnent; and

24 (b) Served as a full-tine sworn officer in another

25| state or for the Federal CGovernnment for at |east one year

26

27 | is exenpt in accordance with s. 943.131(2) fromconpleting the
28 | conmi ssi on-approved basic recruit training program

29 (10) Achieve an acceptable score on the officer

30| certification exam nation for the applicable crinminal justice
31| discipline.
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(11) Conply with the continuing training or education
requi rements of s. 943. 135.
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Revi ses qualifications for enpl oynent or aPp0|ntnent as a
| aw enforcement officer or correctional officer to
require that Bersons enpl oyed or appointed on or after
Cctober 1, 2005, hold an aSsociate degree or its
equi val ent.
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