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By Representative Mirnan

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the Transition to Teaching

3 Act; creating the Transition to Teachi ng Act

4 with the intent of addressing the need of

5 hi gh- poverty school districts for teachers;

6 defining terns; providing procedures for

7 applying to participate in the program

8 speci fying authorized activities and uses of

9 funds; authorizing the Comm ssioner of

10 Education to grant energency certificates to

11 program partici pants under certain

12 ci rcunstances; requiring a program parti ci pant

13 to serve in a high-poverty school district for

14 3 years; requiring the Comm ssioner of

15 Education to establish requirenents to ensure

16 that program participants fulfill their service

17 obligation or repay any stipend or financial

18 i ncentive received; requiring the conm ssioner

19 to distribute awards equitably; authorizing
20 funding for the award of contracts, grants, or
21 cooperative agreenents for activities
22 authorized by this act; requiring the State
23 Board of Education to adopt rules; providing an
24 ef fective date.
25
26 WHEREAS, school districts in Florida are having an
27 | increasingly difficult tinme finding qualified, quality
28 | teachers to fill positions in critical shortage areas, and
29 VHEREAS, since 1994, npore than 3,000 retired nenbers of
30| the mlitary have becone teachers through the federal Troops
31| to Teachers program and
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1 WHEREAS, the downsizing of the military and the

2 | shrinking pool of military retirees create the necessity to

3 | pursue additional potential |abor pools, NON THEREFORE,

4

5| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

6

7 Section 1. (1) SHORT TITLE.--This section nay be

8| cited as the "Transition to Teaching Act."

9 (2) PURPCSE. --The purpose of this act is to address
10 | the need of high-poverty school districts for highly qualified
11 | teachers in specific subject areas, such as nat hemati cs,

12 | science, foreign | anguages, bilingual education, and speci al
13 | educati on, hy:

14 (a) Continuing to participate in and enhanci ng

15| Florida's involvenent in the federal Troops to Teachers

16 | program which recruits and supports the placenent of such
17 | teachers.

18 (b) Recruiting, preparing, placing, and supporting
19 | professionals interested in changi ng careers who have

20 | knowl edge and experience that will hel p them becone such

21 | teachers.

22 (3) DEFINITIONS.--As used in this section, the term
23 (a) "High-poverty school district" neans a schoo

24 | district in which the percentage of children ages 5 through 17
25| fromfamlies bel ow the poverty level is 20 percent or

26 | greater, or in which the nunber of such children exceeds

27 | 10, 000.

28 (b) "Program participants" nmeans professional s who:
29 1. Hold at | east a baccal aureate degree

30 2. Denpnstrate interest in, and conmi tnment to,

31| beconing a teacher
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3. Have know edge and experience relevant to teaching

a hi gh-need subject area in a high-poverty school district.
(4) APPLI CATI ON TO PARTI Cl PATE. -- A district schoo
board, institution of higher education, or other provider of

teacher training may apply for funds to conduct activities

authori zed by this act by subnmitting an application to the

Commi ssi oner of Education which contains such i nformati on as

the comi ssi oner requires, including:

(a) A description of the target group of professionals

changi ng careers upon which the applicant will focus in

carrying out its programunder this act, including a

description of the characteristics of that target group that

shows how t he know edge and experience of its nenbers are

rel evant to neeting the purpose of this act.

(b) A description of how the applicant will identify

and recruit program partici pants.

(c) A description of the training that program

participants will receive and how that training will relate to

their certification as teachers.

(d) A description of how the applicant will ensure

that program participants are placed and teach in high-poverty

| ocal educational agenci es.

(e) A description of the teacher induction services

(which may be provided through existing i nducti on prograns)

the program participants will receive throughout at |east

their first year of teaching.

(f) A description of how the applicant will

col | aborate, as needed, with other institutions, agencies, or

organi zations to recruit, train, place, and support program

partici pants under this act, including evidence of the
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comm tnent of those institutions, agencies, or organizations

to the applicant's program

(g) A description of how the applicant will eval uate

the progress and effectiveness of its program including:

1. The programis goals and objectives.

2. The performance indicators the applicant will use

to neasure the program s progress.

3. The outcone neasures that will be used to determ ne

the program s effectiveness.

(h) An assurance that the applicant will provide to

t he conm ssi oner such informati on as the conm ssi oner deens

necessary to determine the overall effectiveness of prograns

under this act.
(5) USES OF FUNDS; AUTHORI ZED ACTI VI TI ES. - - Funds
awar ded according to this section may be used for

(a) Recruiting program participants, including

informing them of opportunities offered by the program and

putting themin contact with other institutions, agencies, or

organi zations that would train, place, and support them

(b) Training stipends and other financial incentives

for program participants, not to exceed $5, 000 per

partici pant.

(c) Assisting institutions of higher education or

ot her providers of teacher training to tailor their training

to neet the particular needs of professionals who are changing

their careers to teaching.

(d) Placenent activities, including identifying

hi gh- poverty school districts with a need for the particul ar

skills and characteristics of the newy trai ned program

partici pants and assisting those participants to obtain

enpl oynent in those school districts.
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(e) Postplacenent induction or support activities for

program parti ci pants.
(6) EMERGENCY CERTI FI CATI ON. --Upon the request of the
school board of the district in which the program parti ci pant

will be enpl oyed, the Conm ssioner of Education may grant a

1-year energency teaching certificate to a program partici pant

upon conpletion of training according to this section
(7) PERI OD OF SERVI CE; REPAYMENT. --A participant in a
program aut hori zed by this section, who conpletes his or her

training, nust serve in a high-poverty school district for at

| east 3 years. The conmi ssioner shall establish such

requi renents as he or she deens appropriate to ensure that

program partici pants who receive a training stipend or other

financial incentive, but fail to conplete their service

obligation, repay all or a portion of such stipend or other

i ncentive.
(8) EQUITABLE DI STRIBUTION. --To the extent
practicable, the conm ssioner shall nmake awards under this act

t hat support prograns in different geographic regions of the

state.
(9) FUNDI NG --The Conmi ssi oner of Education is
aut hori zed to use funds provided annually in the Genera

Appropriations Act for the Transition to Teaching Act to award

grants, contracts, or cooperative agreenents to institutions

of hi gher education and public and private nonprofit agencies

or organi zations for activities authorized by this act.
(10) RULEMAKI NG --The State Board of Educati on shal
adopt rules pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to i npl enent

the provisions of this section.
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.
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3
Creates the Transition to Teachin? Act with the intent of

4 addr essing _the need of high-poverty school districts for
teachers. "Defines terns. Provides procedures for applying

5 to participate in the program Specifies authorized
activities and uses of funds. Authorizes the Conmm ssioner

6 of Education to grant energency certificates to program
partici pants undéer certain circunstances. Requires a

7 pro?ran1part|C|pant to _serve in a high-poverty schoo
di strict for 3 years. Requires the Conm ssionéer of

8 Education to establish requirenents to ensure that.
program participants fulfill their service obligation or

9 repay any stipend or financial incentive received..
Requires’ the comm ssioner to distribute awards equitably.

10 Aut'hori zes funding for the award of contracts, grants, Or
cooperative agreefments for activities authorized by this

11 ac}. Requires™the State Board of Education to adop
rul es.
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