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1 Abill to be entitled
2 An act relating to |icenses issued by the Fish
3 and WIldlife Conservation Conmi ssion; anendi ng
4 s. 372.105, F.S.; providing that the proceeds
5 fromthe sale of all lifetime |icenses be
6 deposited into the Lifetine Fish and Wldlife
7 Trust Fund; anending s. 372.16, F.S.; revising
8 license fees for private ganme preserves;
9 anending s. 372.57, F.S.; providing for
10 noncomerci al saltwater fishing |icenses;
11 providing for exceptions; providing for a
12 conbi nation license to hunt and take freshwater
13 and saltwater fish; providing for a conbination
14 freshwater and saltwater fishing |license;
15 providing for a 3-day saltwater fishing
16 | icense; coordinating the exenption
17 requirenments for licenses for retired residents
18 to the retirenent-age eligibility requirenents
19 of the United States Social Security
20 Adm ni stration; authorizing the conmm ssion to
21 i ssue tenporary saltwater fishing |licenses for
22 speci al events in nanagenent areas for certain
23 persons; providing that no fee is charged for
24 such tenporary licenses; providing for lifetine
25 and 5-year saltwater fishing |icenses; deleting
26 duplicate provision dealing with fishing
27 licenses for residents 64 years of age or
28 ol der; providing for fishing rod |licenses and
29 fees; providing for a turkey pernit for
30 nonresi dents; providing for a snook pernit;
31 providing for a crawfish pernmit; providing for
1
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1 use of such funds; creating s. 372.5701, F.S.
2 providing for the deposit and all ocation of
3 revenues received fromthe annual saltwater
4 license fees; anending s. 372.561, F.S.
5 requiring the commssion to issue licenses and
6 permts to take wild animal life or freshwater
7 or saltwater aquatic life upon proof of the
8 applicant that he or she is entitled to such a
9 permt or |license; providing that |icenses and
10 permits for hunting, saltwater fishing, and
11 freshwater fishing nust be issued, w thout fee,
12 to certain disabl ed persons; specifying portion
13 of license fees to be retained by tax
14 collectors; anmending s. 372.574, F.S.
15 providing for a fee for electronic |icense
16 sal es; providing for the replacenent of a | ost
17 or destroyed license or pernit; providing a
18 fee; amending s. 372.66, F.S.; deleting the
19 nonresi dent fur deal er agent |icense, the
20 resident fur dealer agent license, and the
21 resident local fur dealer license; anending ss.
22 372.571, 372.5712, 372.5715, 372.573, 372.661
23 F.S.; conformng cross-references; creating s.
24 372.579, F.S.; authorizing the commi ssion to
25 adopt license or processing fees; increasing a
26 fee; amending s. 372.83, F.S.; providing that
27 it is unlawful to make, forge, or counterfeit
28 any hunting or fishing license; providing
29 penalties; providing that it is a noncrimna
30 infraction to violate specified provisions
31 relating to snook permits or crawfish permts;
2
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1 provi di ng penalties; anending ss. 328.72,

2 328.76, F.S.; revising provisions relating to

3 the rem ssion of service fees to the Departnent

4 of H ghway Safety and Mdtor Vehicles and

5 relating to the distribution and use of certain

6 portions of the registration certificate fees;

7 anending s. 370.06, F.S.; deleting obsolete

8 provisions relating to gill nets; repealing ss.

9 370. 0605, 370.0615, 370.0608, 370.062,
10 370. 1111, and s. 370.14(10), (11), F.S.
11 relating to saltwater fishing |licenses;
12 creating s. 372.5702, F.S.; providing a license
13 program for tarpon; providing for fees;
14 providing for deposit of such fees; anending s.
15 372.87, F.S.; revising venonous reptile license
16 fees; anending s. 372.921, F.S.; revising
17 wildlife exhibition permt fees; anending s.
18 372.922, F.S.; revising the classifications and
19 permt fees for wildlife; providing an
20 ef fective date.
21
22| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
23
24 Section 1. Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) and
25 | paragraph (b) of subsection (3) of section 372.105, Florida
26 | Statutes, are anended to read:
27 372.105 Lifetime Fish and Wldlife Trust Fund.--
28 (2) The principal of the fund shall be derived from
29 | the follow ng
30
31

3
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1 (b) Proceeds fromthe sale of lifetine |icenses issued
2] in accordance with s. 372.57 with—the—exception—of—the
3 | sattvwater—portion—of—thet+ifetirwe—sportsman-—s—tHicense.
4 (3) The fund is declared to constitute a special trust
5| derived froma contractual relationship between the state and
6 | the nenbers of the public whose investnents contribute to the
7] fund. In recognition of such special trust, the foll ow ng
8| limtations and restrictions are placed on expenditures from
9| the funds:
10 (b) The interest incone received and accruing fromthe
11 | investnents of the fund shall be spent in furtherance of the
12 | conmission's exercise of the regulatory and executive powers
13| of the state with respect to the nmanagenent, protection, and
14 | conservation of wild aninmal |life and saltwater and freshwater
15 ) aquatic |life as set forthins. 9, Art. IV of the State
16 | Constitution and this chapter and as otherw se authorized by
17 | the Legislature.
18 Section 2. Subsection (4) of section 372.16, Florida
19 | Statutes, is anended to read:
20 372.16 Private gane preserves and farms; penalty.--
21 (4) Any person violating the provisions of this
22 | section shall for the first offense be guilty of a m sdeneanor
23| of the second degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or
24| s. 775.083, and for a second or subsequent offense shall be
25| guilty of a nmisdeneanor of the first degree, punishable as
26 | provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083. Any person convicted of
27 | violating the provisions of this section shall forfeit, to the
28 | Fish and Wldlife Conservation Conm ssion, any |icense or
29 | permt issued under the provisions hereof; and no further
30| license or pernit shall be issued to such person for a period
31| of 1 year follow ng such conviction. Before any private gane
4
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1| preserve or farmis established, the owner or operator shal

2| secure a license fromthe Fish and Wldlife Conservation

3| Conmi ssion, the fee for which shall be$25%$5 per year

4 Section 3. Section 372.57, Florida Statutes, is

5| anended to read:

6 372.57 Licenses and pernits; exenptions; fees.--No

7 | person, except as provided herein, shall take or possess gane,

8| freshwater fish, saltwater fish,or fur-bearing animals within

9| this state without having first obtained a |license, pernit, or
10 | aut hori zation and paid the fees hereinafter set forth, unless
11| such license is issued without fee as provided in s. 372.561
12 | A person may not operate any vessel for which a fee is paid
13| either directly or indirectly for the purpose of taking,
14 | attenpting to take, or possessing any saltwater fish for
15 | noncommerci al purposes, unless he or she has been issued an
16 | aut horization or has obtained a license for each vessel for
17 | that purpose and has paid the license fee inposed under this
18 | section for such a vessel.Such |icense, permt, or
19 | aut hori zation shall authorize the person to whomit is issued
20| to take gane, freshwater fish, saltwater fish,or fur-bearing
21| animals in accordance with | aw and commi ssion rules. Such
22 | license, pernit, or authorization is not transferable. Each
23| license or pernit nust bear on its face in indelible ink the
24 | nanme of the person to whomit is issued and other information
25| requested by the commission, and, if the license is issued to
26 | the owner, operator, or custodian of a vessel for which a fee
27| is paid either directly or indirectly for the purpose of
28 | taking or attenpting to take or possess saltwater fish for
29 | noncommer ci al purposes, the vessel registration nunber or
30 | federal docunentation nunber nust be included. Such |icense,
31| permit, or authorization issued by the comm ssion or any agent

5
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1| nmust be in the personal possession of the person to whom
2 | issued while taking gane, freshwater fish, saltwater fish,or
3| fur-bearing aninals. The failure of such person to exhibit
4| such license, pernmit, or authorization to the comm ssion or
5]its wildlife officers, when such person is found taking gane,
6| freshwater fish, saltwater fish,or fur-bearing aninals, is a
7| violation of law. A positive formof identification is
8 | required when using an authorization, a lifetine license, a
9| 5-year license, or when otherwi se required by the |icense or
10| pernmit. The lifetinme licenses and 5-year |icenses provided
11| herein shall be enbossed with the nane, date of birth, the
12 | date of issuance, and other pertinent information as deened
13 | necessary by the commission. A certified copy of the
14 | applicant's birth certificate shall acconpany all applications
15| for alifetine license for residents 12 years of age and
16 | younger. Each applicant for a license, pernit, or
17 | aut hori zation shall provide the applicant's social security
18 | nunber on the application form Disclosure of social security
19 | nunbers obtained through this requirenent shall be linmted to
20 | the purpose of administration of the Title IV-D child support
21 | enforcenent program and use by the conmi ssion, and as
22 | otherwi se provided by | aw
23 (1) Alicense or pernit is not required for
24 (a) Any child under 16 years of age except as
25 | otherwi se provided in this chapter
26 (b) Any person hunting or fishing in the person's
27 | county of residence on the person's honmestead or the honestead
28 | of the person's spouse or minor child, or any mnor child
29 | hunting or fishing on the honestead of her or his parent.
30
31
6
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(c) Any resident who is a nenber of the Arned Forces
of the United States, who is not stationed in this state, when
hone on | eave for 30 days or |ess, upon subm ssion of orders.

(d) Any resident when fishing with live or natura
bait, using poles or lines which are not equipped with a
fishing line retrieval mechanism and fishing for
noncomerci al purposes in the county of her or his residence,
except on legally established fish managenent areas. This
par agraph, as anended by chapter 76-156, Laws of Florida, nay
be cited as the "Denpsey J. Barron, W D. Childers, and Joe
Ker shaw Cane Pol e Tax Repeal Act of 1976."

(e) Any person fishing in a fish pond of 20 acres or
|l ess which is located entirely within the private property of
the fish pond owner.

(f) Any person fishing in a fish pond which is
licensed in accordance with s. 372.5705.

(g0 Any Florida resident fishing in salt water from

|and or froma structure fixed to the | and.

(h) Any person fishing froma vessel the operator of

which is licensed under subsection (2).

(i) Any person who holds a valid saltwater products

license issued under s. 370.06(2).

(j) tg)y Any person fishing who has been accepted as a
client for devel opnental services by the Departnent of
Children and Family Services, which departnent shall furnish
such person proof thereof.

(k) Any person fishing froma pier for the purpose of

taking or attenpting to take or possess saltwater fish for

noncomer ci al purposes |licensed under this section

7
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(1) Any person fishing for the purpose of taking or

attenpting to take or possess saltwater fish for noncommerci al

purposes froma vessel that is |licensed under this section

(m Any Florida resident who is fishing for mullet in

fresh water and has a valid Florida freshwater fishing

li cense.
(n) Any Florida resident fishing for a saltwater

species in fresh water fromland or froma structure fixed to
t he | and.
(o) thyr Any resident who neets the retirenent age

requi renents, not including early-retirenent age, of the

United States Social Security Administration as specified in

42 U . S.C. s. 416, and who has in her or his possession proof

of conpliance with the age, residency, and retirenent-age

eligibility requirenents. A free license nay be obtained from

any tax collector's office upon proof of age, residency, and
retirenent-age eligibility requirenents. 65—years—of—age—-o+
» o] ] N . f o I
o . : . I bt a w
" , e (o I o .

(2) For residents and nonresidents, the |icense and

fees for noncommercial freshwater and saltwater fishing and

for hunting and trapping in this state, and the activity
aut hori zed thereby, are as foll ows:

(a) A fishing license for a resident to take
freshwater or saltwater fish in this state is $12 each

(b) A fishing license for a nonresident to take
freshwater or saltwater fish in this state for 7 consecutive

days is $15 each.
(c) For a nonresident, a 3-day fishing license to take

saltwater fish is $5

8
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(d) ey For a nonresident, an annual A fishing |license
fer—a—nonresident to take freshwater fish or an annual |icense
to take saltwater fish in this state is $30 each

(e)td)y A conbination fishing and hunting license for a
resident to take freshwater fish and gane in this state is
$22.

(f) A conbination fishing license for a resident to

take freshwater and saltwater fish is $24.

(g) A conbination license to hunt and take freshwater

and saltwater fish is $34.

(h)1. For a person who operates a vessel that is

licensed to carry nore than 10 custoners and for which a fee

is paid, either directly or indirectly, for the purpose of

taking or attenpting to take saltwater fish, the license is

$800 per year. The license nust be kept aboard the vessel at

all tinmes.
2. For a person who operates a vessel that is |icensed

to carry no nore than 10 custoners, or for a person who is

licensed to operate a vessel carrying 6 or fewer custoners,

for which a fee is paid, either directly or indirectly, for

t he purpose of taking or attenpting to take saltwater fish

the license is $400 per year; however, for a person who is

licensed to operate a vessel carrying 6 or fewer custoners but

who operates a vessel carrying 4 or fewer custoners, for which

a fee is paid, either directly or indirectly, for such

purposes, the license is $200 per year. The license nust be

kept aboard the vessel at all tines.

3. A person who operates a vessel required to be

| i censed under subparagraph 1. or subparagraph 2. nay obtain a

license in his or her own nane, and the license is

transferable and applicable to any vessel operated by the

9
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purchaser if the purchaser has paid the appropriate |license

f ee.

4., For any pier fixed to the |land for the purpose of

taking or attenpting to take saltwater fish therefrom a

fishing license is $500 per year. The owner, operator, or

custodi an of such a pier may buy the annual $500 |icense. The

purchaser of such a license nmust have the |license avail abl e

for inspection at all tines.

5. For a recreational vessel not for hire and for

which no fee is paid either directly or indirectly by guests,

for the purpose of taking or attenpting to take saltwater fish

noncomercially, a fishing license is $2,000 per year. The

|icense nay be purchased at the option of the vessel owner and

nmust be kept aboard the vessel at all tines. The licensee

shall maintain a |l og of species taken and the date the species

were taken and shall file a copy of the log with the Fish and

Wldlife Conservation Conmm ssion at the tine of renewal of the

li cense.

(i)fey A hunting license for a resident to take gane
inthis state is $11.

(j)tH A hunting license for a nonresident to take
game in this state is $150

(k) gy A hunting license for a nonresident to take
gane in this state for 10 consecutive days is $25.

(1)th)y Alicense for a resident and nonresident to
take fur-bearing animals in this state is $25.

(m ) A sportsman's license for a resident is $66.
The sportsman's |icense authorizes the holder to take
freshwater fish and gane, subject to state and federa
regul ations and rules of the commission in effect at the tine
of taking, and authorizes the sane activities authorized by a

10
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managenent area pernmit, a nmuzzle-loading gun pernmit, a turkey
permit, a Florida waterfowl pernit, and an archery pernmt. A
nonresi dent may not purchase a sportsman's license.

(3) The owner, operator, or custodian of a vessel the

operator of which has been |licensed under this section nust

mai ntain and report such statistical data as required by, and

in a manner set forth in, the rules of the conmm ssion

(4) The Fish and Wldlife Conservati on Conm ssion may

i ssue a tenporary saltwater fishing license, upon request, to

any governnental or nonprofit organi zation that sponsors 1-day

speci al events in fishing nmanagenent areas for individuals who

have physical, nental, or enptional disabilities or for the

econom cal |l y di sadvantaged. A fee may not be charged for such

a tenporary license. The tenporary license is valid for 1 day

and nust designate the date and the maxi num nunber of

individuals that it applies to.

(5)3) A resident or nonresident taking fur-bearing
animals by the use of guns or dogs only and not by the use of
traps or other devices, and not for conmercial purposes, who
has purchased the license provided for hunting in this
section, received a no-cost license, or is exenpt fromthe
license requirenents of this chapter is not required to
purchase a the |icense provided—+n—paragraph—(2){thy. A
resident who is age 65 or older is not required to purchase
the license provided in paragraph(2)(k)2{h)r

(6)t4)r In addition to any license required by this
chapter, the following permits and fees for certain hunting,
fishing, and recreational uses, and the activities authorized
t hereby, are

(a) A Florida waterfow permt to take wild ducks or
geese within this state or its coastal waters is $3.

11
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1 (b)1. Managenent area permts to hunt, freshwater

2| fish, or otherw se use for outdoor recreational purposes, |and
3 | owned, | eased, or managed by the conmmi ssion or the State of

4| Florida for the use and benefit of the conmmi ssion, up to $25
5] annually. Permts, and fees thereof, for short-term use of

6| land which is owned, |eased, or managed by the conm ssion may
7 | be established by rule of the comm ssion for any activity on
8 | such lands. Such pernits and fees may be in lieu of or in

9| addition to the annual nmanagenent area pernit. Qther than for
10 | hunting or freshwater fishing, the—provisioens—of this

11 | paragraph does shat not apply on any |ands not owned by the
12 | commi ssion, unless the comm ssion has shatHH—have obtained the
13| witten consent of the owner or prinmary custodi an of such

14 | | ands.

15 2. Avrecreational user permt fee to hunt, fish in

16 | fresh water, or otherw se use for outdoor recreationa

17 | purposes, |land | eased by the conmission fromprivate

18 | nongovernnental owners, except for those | ands | ocated

19 | directly north of the Apal achicola National Forest, east of
20 | the Ochl ockonee River until the point the river neets the dam
21| formi ng Lake Tal quin, and south of the closest federa
22 | highway. The fee for this permt shall be based upon economc
23 | conpensation desired by the | andowner, gane popul ation | evel s,
24 | desired hunter density, and adm nistrative costs. The permt
25| fee shall be set by conmission rule on a per-acre basis. On
26 | property currently in the private | andowner paynent program
27 | the prior year's |andowner paynent shall be used to augnent
28 | the recreational user pernit fee so as to decrease the pernit
29| fee for the users of that property. One m nor dependent child,
30| 16 years old or under, per permttee nay hunt under the
31| supervision of the pernmittee and is exenpt fromthe permt

12
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fee. The spouse and dependent children of a pernmittee are
exenpt fromthe pernit fee when engaged in outdoor
recreational activities other than hunting in the conpany of
the pernittee. Notw thstandi ng any other provision of this
chapter, there are no other exclusions, exceptions, or
exenptions fromthis permit fee. The recreational user permt
fee, less an adm nistrative pernmt fee of up to $25 per
permt, shall be renmitted to the | andowner as provided in the
| ease agreenent for each area

(c) A nmuzzle-loading gun pernit to hunt within this
state with a rmuzzl e-loadi ng gun during those gane seasons in
whi ch hunting with a nodern firearmis not allowed is $5.

(d) An archery permt to hunt within this state with a
bow and arrow during those gane seasons in which hunting with
afirearmis not allowed is $5.

(e) A Florida turkey permt to take wild turkeys
within this state is $5.

(f) A Florida turkey pernit for a nonresident to take

wild turkeys within this state i s $100.

(g9)tH)> A special use permt for limted entry hunting
or freshwater fishing, where such hunting or freshwater
fishing is authorized by comrission rule, shall be up to $100
per day but shall not exceed $250 per week. Notwi thstanding
any other provision of this chapter, there are no excl usions,
exceptions, or exenptions fromthis fee. In addition to the
fee, the conmission may charge each applicant for a special
use permit a nonrefundable application fee of up to $10.

(h) A snook permit to take or possess any snook from

any waters of the state is $2. Moneys generated fromthese

permts shall be used exclusively for prograns to benefit

snook popul ati on.

13
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(i) Acrawfish pernit to take or possess any crawfi sh

for recreational purposes fromany water of the state is $2.

Moneys generated fromthese permits shall be used excl usively

for prograns to benefit crawfi sh popul ati ons.

g et F I . WTIRN
v : o F " . .

(7)5r The conmi ssion may +s—authort+zed—to reduce the
fees for licenses and permits under this section for residents

of those states with which the conmi ssion has entered into
reci procal agreenents with respect to such fees.

(8) t6) The conmi ssion may designate by rule no nore
than 2 consecutive or nonconsecutive days in each year as free
fishing days. Notwi thstandi ng any other provision of this
chapter, any person nay take freshwater fish or saltwater fish

for nonconmercial purposes on a free fishing day w thout
obtai ni ng or possessing a |license or paying a license fee as
prescribed in this section. A person who takes freshwater
fish or saltwater fish on a free fishing day w thout obtaining

a license or paying a fee nust comply with all |aws and
regul ati ons governing holders of a fishing |license and al
other conditions and linmtations regulating the taking of
freshwater fish as are inposed by law or rule.

(9)t#H Aresident lifetime sportsman's |icense
aut hori zes the holder to engage in the foll owi ng noncommerci al
activities:

(a) To take or attenpt to take or possess freshwater
fish, saltwater marine fish, and gane, consistent with state
and federal regulations and rules of the conmission in effect
at the tinme of taking.

(b) Al activities authorized by a managenent area
permt, a nuzzle-loading gun permt, a turkey permt, an

14
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archery permt, a Florida waterfow pernit, a snook pernit,
and a crawfish pernit.
(10){8) The fee for a resident lifetine sportsman's

license is:
(a) 4 years of age or younger..................... $400
(b) 5-12 years of age......... ... .. . .. ... $700
(c) 13 years of age or older.................... $1, 000

(11)¢9) Aresident lifetinme hunting |license authorizes
the holder to engage in the foll owi ng noncommerci al
activities:

(a) To take or attenpt to take or possess gane
consistent with state and federal regulations and rules of the
commi ssion in effect at the tine of taking.

(b) Al activities authorized by a managenent area
permt, excluding fishing, a nuzzle-loading gun permt, a
turkey pernmit, an archery permt, and a Florida waterfow
permt.

(12) 26> The fee for a resident lifetine hunting
i cense shall be:

(a) 4 years of age or younger..................... $200
(b) 5-12 years of age......... ... ... .. ... $350
(c) 13 years of age or older...................... $500

(13) 1) Aresident lifetinme freshwater fishing
| icense authorizes the holder to engage in the foll owi ng
nonconmmerci al activities:

(a) To take or attenpt to take or possess freshwater
fish consistent with state and federal regulations and rul es
of the conm ssion in effect at the tinme of taking.

(b) Al activities authorized by a managenent area
permt, excluding hunting.

15
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14) 2y The fee for a resident |lifetinme freshwater

fishing license shall be:

(a) 4 years of age or younger..................... $125
(b) 5-12 years of age......... ... .. . . ... $225
(c) 13 years of age or older...................... $300

(15) A resident lifetine saltwater fishing |license

aut hori zes the holder to engage in the foll owi ng noncommerci al

activities:
(a) To take or attenpt to take or possess marine fish

consistent with state and federal regulations and rules of the

comm Sssi on.

(b) Al activities authorized by a snook permt and a

crawfish pernit.

(16) The fee for a resident lifetine saltwater fishing

| i cense shall be:

(a) 4 years of age or younger..................... $125
(b) 5-12 years of age........... .. ... ..., $225
(c) 13 years of age or older...................... $300

(17) 34y The followi ng 5-year |icenses are authorized:
(a) A 5-year freshwater fishing |icense for a resident
to take or attenpt to take or possess freshwater fish in this
state for 5 consecutive years is $60 and authorizes the hol der

16
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to engage in noncommercial activities to take or attenpt to
take or possess freshwater fish consistent with state and
federal regulations and rules of the commission in effect at
the tinme of taking.

(b) A 5-year hunting license for a resident to take or
attenpt to take or possess gane in this state for 5
consecutive years is $55 and authorizes the hol der to engage
in nonconmercial activities to take or attenpt to take or
possess gane consistent with state and federal regulations and
rules of the commission in effect at the tine of taking.

(c) A 5-year saltwater fishing license for a resident

to take or attenpt to take or possess saltwater fish in this

state for 5 consecutive years is $60 and authorizes the hol der

to engage in noncommercial activities to take or attenpt to

take or possess saltwater fish consistent with state and

federal regulations and rules of the commission in effect at

the tinme of taking.

(18) ¢15) Proceeds fromthe sale of 5-year |icenses as
provided in this chapter nust shatH be deposited into the
Dedi cated License Trust Fund. One-fifth of the total proceeds
derived fromthe sale of 5-year licenses, replacenent 5-year
|icenses, and all interest derived therefromshall be
avail abl e for appropriation annually.

(19) Notwithstanding other provisions of this chapter

the commission may sell fishing rod |licenses. The fishing rod

license for a resident or nonresident nust be adopted by

conmi ssion rule and nust not exceed $200 per |license. The

license is valid for 1 year fromthe date of issuance. The

fishing rod license all ows a person, resident or nonresident,

to fish with arod to which the license is attached, within

the state, without the necessity of any other license or

17
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permt required by chapter 372 or chapter 370, except for

permits or tags required by s. 370.111, s. 370.062, or s.

372.57(4)(f). Each license nust be permanently attached to the

rod. Damaged rods with |licenses or danaged |icenses nust be

returned to the conmi ssion for issuance of a repl acenent

|icense. The conmi ssion may charge up to $5 for each

repl acenent |icense. The conmmission, by rule, may linit the

counties fromwhich the |icenses may be obtained and may limt

t he wat er bodi es upon which the pernitted rods may be used,

based upon econom c and administrative limtations.
Section 4. Section 372.5701, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

372.5701 Deposit of license fees; allocation of

f ederal funds. --

(1) Al annual saltwater license fees coll ected

pursuant to s. 372.57 shall be deposited into the Marine

Resources Conservati on Trust Fund, to be used as foll ows:

(a) Not nore than 5 percent of the total fees

collected shall be used to carry out the responsibilities of

the Fish and Wldlife Conservati on Commi ssion and to provide

for the award of funds to marine research institutions in this

state for the purposes of enabling such institutions to

conduct worthy marine research projects.

(b) Not less than 2.5 percent of the total fees

coll ected shall be used for aquatic educati on purposes.

(c)1. The renmi nder of such fees shall be used by the

departnment for the foll owi ng program functions:

a. Not nore than 5 percent of the total fees

collected, for administration of the licensing programand for

i nformati on and educati on

18
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b. Not nore than 30 percent of the total fees

collected, for | aw enforcenent.

c. Not less than 27.5 percent of the total fees

collected, for marine research

d. Not less than 30 percent of the total fees

collected, for fishery enhancenent, including, but not limted

to, fishery statistics developnent, artificial reefs, and fish

hat cheri es.
2. The Legislature shall annually appropriate to the

comm ssion fromthe CGeneral Revenue Fund for the activities

and prograns specified in subparagraph 1. at |east the sane

anount of noney as was appropriated to the Departnent of

Envi ronnmental Protection fromthe General Revenue Fund for

such activities and prograns for fiscal year 1988-1989, and

t he anobunts appropriated to the conmi ssion for such activities

and prograns fromthe Mari ne Resources Conservation Trust Fund

shall be in addition to the anount appropriated to the

conm ssion for such activities and prograns fromthe Genera

Revenue Fund. The proceeds fromrecreational saltwater fishing

license fees paid by fishers shall be appropriated only to the

comm Sssi on.

(2) Funds available fromthe Wl l op- Breaux Aquatic

Resour ces Trust Fund shall be distributed by the conm ssi on

bet ween the Division of Freshwater Fisheries and the D vision

of Marine Fisheries in proportion to the nunbers of resident

fresh and saltwater anglers as determ ned by the npbst current

data on license sales. Unless otherw se provided by federa

law, the commission, at a minimum shall provide the

fol | owi ng:

19
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1 (a) Not less than 5 percent or nore than 10 percent of

2| the funds allocated to the conmi ssion shall be expended for an

3 | aquati c resources education program and

4 (b) Not less than 10 percent of the funds allocated to

5| the commi ssion shall be expended for acquisition, devel opnent,

6 | renovation, or inprovenent of boating facilities.

7 Section 5. Section 372.561, Florida Statutes, is

8 | anended to read:

9 372.561 Issuance of licenses to take wild animal life,

10 | saltwater aquatic life,or freshwater aquatic life; costs;

11 | reporting. --

12 (1) Fhe—proevistons—of This section applies shatH—appty

13| to such licenses or pernits as are established in s. 372.57.

14 (2) The commission shall issue licenses and pernits to

15 ) take wild animal life or freshwater or saltwater aquatic life

16 | upon proof by the applicant for licensure that she or he is

17 | entitled to such license or pernit. The conmi ssion shal

18 | establish the forns for such |icenses and pernmits. Each

19 | applicant for a license, permt, or authorization shal

20 | provide the applicant's social security number on the

21 | application form Disclosure of social security nunbers

22 | obtai ned through this requirenent shall be limted to the

23 | purpose of administration of the Title IV-D programfor child

24 | support enforcenent and use by the conmi ssion, and as

25 | otherwi se provided by | aw

26 (3) Licenses and pernits for the state may be sold by

27 | the commission, by any tax collector in this state, or by any

28 | appoi nt ed subagent.

29 (4)(a) In addition to any license or permt fee, the

30 | sum of $1.50 shall be charged for each license or managenent

31| area pernmt sold. Sueh—~charge—i+s—for—thepurpese—of—andthe
20
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4 (b) Tax collectors may retain $1 for each freshwater

5] fishing and hunting |license or managenment area permt sold,

6 | and $1.50 for each saltwater license sold.

7 (5)(a) Hunting and saltwater and freshwater fishing

8| licenses and pernits shall be issued, wthout fee, to any

9| resident who is certified:

10 1. To be totally and permanently disabled by the

11| United States Department of Veterans Affairs or its

12 | predecessor or;—by—thebni-tedStates—Soctal—Seeurity

13 | Admintstrati+onby any branch of the United States Arned

14 | For ces;—or—by—the—verifietd—witten—staterent—which—i+s—based

15 | uvpon—the—eritertafor—permanent—and—total—disabitty—in

16 | chapter—440—of—aphysieciantiecensed—+n—thi-s—state or who hol ds

17 ) a valid identification card issued under the provisions of s.

18 | 295.17, upon proof of the same. Any license issued under this

19 | provision after January 1, 1997, expires after 5 years and

20 | must be reissued, upon request, every 5 years thereafter

21 2. To be totally disabl ed ABsabitity—Anard—Notiece

22 | +ssued by the United States Social Security Admnistration

23 | upon proof of the sane. Any license issued under this

24 | provision after Cctober 1, 1999, expires after 2 years and

25 | nust be reissued, upon proof of certification as provided in

26 | this subsection, every 2 years thereafter trs—net—suffieirent

27 | eertitieati-on—{for—obtaininga permanent—hunting—and—fishing

28 | Heense—dnder—this—seetion—untess—sardformeertifies—a

29 | restdent—s—totatty—andpermanentty—di-sabted.

30 (b) Notwi thstandi ng any other provisions of this

31| section, any person who has received after July 1, 1997, and
21
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before July 1, 2000, a valid disability license issued under

this subsection, retains the rights vested thereunder unti

the license has expir ed.

(6)(a) Tax collectors shall renit |icense and pernit
noneys, along with a report of funds collected and ot her
requi red docunentation, to the conmission within 7 days
following the |ast business day of the week in which the fees
were received by the tax collector. The tax collector shal
mai ntain records of all such licenses and permits which are
sol d, angd—atH—stanps—+ssued voided, stolen, or lost. The tax
collector is responsible to the conmm ssion for the fee for al
licenses and permits sold and for the value of all licenses
and pernmits stanps reported as lost. The tax collector shal
report stolen |licenses and pernmits to the appropriate | aw

enforcenent agency. The tax collector shall submit a witten
report and a copy of the | aw enforcenent agency's report to
the commission within 5 days after discovering the theft. Fhe
val-uve—ef—a—vali-dation—stanp—is—$5.

(b) Tax collectors are also responsible for fees for
all licenses and pernits sold by their subagents and for the
value of all licenses and permts stanps reported as |ost.

The commi ssion may adopt rules to inplenent this section
(c) Not later than August 15 of each year, each county
tax collector shall submit to the commission a witten audit

report, on forns prescribed or approved by the com ssion, as

to the nunbers of all unissued licenses and pernits stanps for

the previous year along with all unissued pictorial pernits a

(7) Wthin 30 days after the submission of the annua
audit report, each county tax collector shall provide the

22
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1| comission with a witten audit report on uni ssued, sold, and
2| voided licenses, pernits, and stanps with a certified

3| reconciliation statenent prepared by a certified public

4 | accountant. Concurrent with the subm ssion of the

5] certification, the county tax collector shall remt to the

6 | commi ssion the nonetary value of all licenses, permts, and

7 | stanps that are unaccounted for. Each tax collector is also
8 | responsible for fees for all licenses, pernits, and stanps

9| distributed by himor her to subagents, sold by himor her, or
10 | reported by himor her as |ost.

11 Section 6. Section 372.574, Florida Statutes, is

12 | anended to read:

13 372.574 Appoi ntnent of subagents for the sale of

14 | hunting, fishing, and trapping |icenses and permts.--

15 (1) A county tax collector who elects to sell licenses
16 | and pernits nmay appoi nt any person as a subagent for the sale
17 | of fishing, hunting, and trapping licenses and pernits that

18 | the tax collector is allowed to sell. The followi ng are

19 | requirenents for subagents:
20 (a) Each subagent nust serve at the pleasure of the
21| county tax collector.
22 (b) Neither an enpl oyee of the county tax coll ector
23 | nor her or his relative or next of kin, by blood or otherwi se,
24 | may be appointed as a subagent.
25 (c) The tax collector may require each subagent to
26 | post an appropriate bond as determi ned by the tax coll ector
27 | using an insurance conpany acceptable to the tax coll ector
28| In lieu of such bond, the tax collector may purchase bl anket
29 | bonds covering all or selected subagents or may all ow a
30 | subagent to post such other security as is required by the tax
31| collector.

23
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1 (d) A subagent may sell licenses and pernits as are

2| determned by the tax collector at such specific |ocations

3| within the county and in states contiguous to Florida as wll
4 | best serve the public interest and conveni ence in obtaining

5| licenses and pernmits. The comm ssion may uniformy prohibit

6 | subagents fromselling certain licenses or permts.

7 (e) It is unlawful for any person to handle |icenses
8| or permits for a fee or conpensation of any kind unless she or
9 | he has been appointed as a subagent.

10 (f) Any person who willfully violates any of the

11| provisions of this lawis guilty of a nisdeneanor of the

12 | second degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s.

13| 775. 083.

14 (g) A subagent may charge and receive as her or his
15 | conpensation 50 cents for each |license or permt sold. This
16 | charge is in addition to the sumrequired by law to be

17 | collected for the sale and issuance of each license or pernit.
18 (h) A subagent shall submt paynent for and report the
19 | sale of licenses and permits to the tax collector as
20 | prescribed by the tax collector but no | ess frequently than
21 | nonthly.
22 (i) Subagents shall submit an activity report for
23| sal es made during the reporting period on forns prescribed or
24 | approved by the conmission. Periodic audits may be perforned
25| at the discretion of the comm ssion
26 (2) If atax collector elects not to appoint
27 | subagents, the commi ssion may appoi nt subagents within that
28 | county. Subagents shall serve at the pleasure of the
29 | commi ssion. The commission may establish, by rule, procedures
30| for selection of subagents. The followi ng are requirenents
31| for subagents so appoi nted:

24
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(a) The commission may require each subagent to post
an appropriate bond as determ ned by the comm ssion, using an
i nsurance conpany acceptable to the commssion. |In |lieu of
t he bond, the conmm ssion may purchase bl anket bonds covering
all or selected subagents or nmay all ow a subagent to post
ot her security as required by the comn ssion

(b) A subagent may sell licenses and pernits as
aut hori zed by the conmission at specific |ocations within the
county and in states as will best serve the public interest
and convenience in obtaining |licenses and pernits. The
conm ssion may prohibit subagents fromselling certain
|icenses or pernmits.

(c) It is unlawful for any person to handle |icenses
or pernmits for a fee or conpensation of any kind unless he or
she has been appointed as a subagent.

(d) Any person who willfully violates any of the
provisions of this section conmits a m sdeneanor of the second
degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083.

(e) A subagent may charge and receive as his or her
conpensation 50 cents for each license or pernmit sold. This
charge is in addition to the sumrequired by |aw to be
collected for the sale and i ssuance of each license or pernmit.
In addition, no later than July 1, 1997, a subagent fee for
the sale of licenses over the tel ephone by credit card shal
be established by conpetitive bid procedures which are
overseen by the Fish and Wldlife Conservation Conmi ssion. A

fee for electronic license sales may be established by

conpetitive-bid procedures that are overseen by the Fish and

Wl dlife Conservation Comm SSi on

25
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1 (f) A subagent shall submt paynent for and report the
2| sale of licenses and pernits to the conmission as prescri bed
3| by the commi ssion

4 (g) Subagents shall mamintain records of all |icenses
5] and pernits sold ant—aH——stanps—issued, voided, stolen, or

6| lost. Subagents are responsible to the conmission for the

7| fees for all licenses and permits sold and for the val ue of

8|l all licenses and pernits stanps reported as |ost. Subagents
9| nust report all stolen |licenses and pernits vattdation—stanps
10| to the appropriate | aw enforcenent agency. The subagent shal
11| subnmit a witten report and a copy of the | aw enforcenent

12 | agency's report to the conmission within 5 days after

13 | di scovering the theft. FThe—vatve—of—atost—vatidation—stanp—+s
14 1$5-

15 (h) Subagents shall submit an activity report for

16 | sal es nade during the reporting period on forns prescribed or
17 | approved by the comm ssion. Periodic audits nmay be perforned
18 | at the discretion of the conm ssion

19 (i) By July 15 of each year, each subagent shal

20| submit to the conmission all unissued stanps for the previous
21| year along with a witten audit report, on forns prescribed or
22 | approved by the conmission, on the nunbers of the uni ssued

23 | stanps.

24 (3) The Fish and Wldlife Conservati on Conmi ssi on or
25| any other | aw enforcenent agency nay carry out any

26 | i nvestigation necessary to secure infornmation required to

27 | carry out and enforce this section

28 (4) 3y Al social security nunbers that whieh are

29 | provi ded pursuant to ss. 372.561 and 372.57 and are contai ned
30 | in records of any subagent appointed under ptrstant—toe this
31| section are confidential as provided in those sections.

26
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Section 7. Section 372.66, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

372.66 License required for fur and hide deal ers.--

(1) It is unlawful for any person to engage in the
busi ness of a dealer or buyer in alligator skins or green or
dried furs in the state or purchase such skins within the
state until such person has been |icensed as herein provided.

(2) Any resident deal er or buyer who solicits business
through the nmails, or by advertising, or who travels to buy or
enpl oys or has other agents or buyers, shall be deened a

resident state deal er and nust shaH—beregui+ret—to pay a
license fee of $100 per annum ant—shatt—pay—an—agent—s—t+iecense

(3) 4> A nonresident deal er or buyer nust shatH—be

regui+red—to pay a license fee of $500 per annum and—shatH—pay
v F F F I ’ o I

27
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(4)t6) Al dealers and buyers shall forward to the
Fish and WIdlife Conservation Conmi ssion each 2 weeks during
open season a report showi ng nunber and ki nd of hides bought
and nane of trapper from whom bought and the trapper's |icense
nunber, or if trapper is exenpt fromlicense under any of the
provisions of this chapter, such report shall show the nature
of such exenption. A Ne common carrier may not shat-
knowi ngly ship or transport or receive for transportation any
hi des or furs unless such shiprments have nmarked t hereon nane
of shipper and the nunber of her or his fur-aninal |icense or
fur dealer's I|icense.

Section 8. Section 372.571, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

372.571 Expiration of licenses and pernits.--Each
license or permt issued under this chapter nust be dated when
i ssued. Each license or permt issued under this chapter
remains valid for 12 nonths after the date of issuance, except
for alifetine license issued pursuant to s. 372.57 which is
valid fromthe date of issuance until the death of the
i ndividual to whomthe license is issued unl ess otherw se
revoked in accordance with s. 372.99, or a 5-year license
i ssued pursuant to s. 372.57 which is valid for 5 consecutive
years fromthe date of purchase unl ess otherw se revoked in
accordance with s. 372.99 or a license issued pursuant to s.
372.57(2)(b) or(j)€te), which is valid for the period
specified on the license or a |license issued pursuant to s.
372.57(6)(b)2., which expires on May 30. A resident lifetine
license or a resident 5-year |icense that has been purchased

by a resident of this state and who subsequently resides in
anot her state shall be honored for activities authorized by
that |icense

28
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1 Section 9. Subsection (1) of section 372.5712, Florida
2| Statutes, is anended to read:

3 372.5712 Florida waterfow permt revenues.--

4 (1) The commission shall expend the revenues generated
5] fromthe sale of the Florida waterfow pernmit as provided in
6|s. 372.57(6) (a) s—3#25H4{ajyor that pro rata portion of

7| any license that includes waterfow hunting privileges, as

8| provided in s. 372.57(2) (|)s—3725H2{ir—and—{(t4{b)ras

9| follows: A maxinmum of 5 percent of the gross revenues shal

10 | be expended for administrative costs; a nmaxi nrum of 25 percent
11| of the gross revenues shall be expended for waterfow research
12 | approved by the conmi ssion; and a nmaxi num of 70 percent of the
13 | gross revenues shall be expended for projects approved by the
14 | conmission, in consultation with the Waterfow Advisory

15| Council, for the purpose of protecting and propagating

16 | migratory waterfow and for the devel opnent, restoration

17 | mai nt enance, and preservation of wetlands within the state.

18 Section 10. Subsection (1) of section 372.5715

19| Florida Statutes, is anended to read:
20 372.5715 Florida wild turkey permt revenues.--
21 (1) The commission shall expend the revenues generated
22 | fromthe sale of the turkey permt as provided for in s.
23| 372.57(6) (e) s—325H4{ejor that pro rata portion of any
24 | license that includes turkey hunting privileges as provided
25| for in s. 372.57(2)(|)s—325H2 (i r—and—{(34{(b)for
26 | research and managenent of wld turkeys.
27 Section 11. Section 372.573, Florida Statutes, is
28 | anended to read:
29 372.573 Managenent area pernit revenues.--The
30 | commi ssion shall expend the revenue generated fromthe sal e of
31| the managenent area pernit as provided for in s. 372.57(6)(b)

29
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s—3725H4){byor that pro rata portion of any license that

i ncl udes managenment area privileges as provided for in s.

372.57(2) (1) s—3F25H 2 )—and—{(I4{b)for the | ease

managenent, and protection of lands for public hunting,

fishing, and other outdoor recreation

Section 12. Section 372.579, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

372.579 Processing applications for |licenses and

permts.--The conmmi ssion nmay by rule adopt a processing fee,

not to exceed $100, for each license or pernit required by

chapter 39, Florida Adnministrative Code. The conmmi ssi on shal

annual ly report actions taken under this section to the

Presi dent of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of

Repr esent ati ves.
Section 13. Section 372.661, Florida Statutes, is
anended to read:

372.661 Private hunting preserve, license;
exception. --

(1) Any person who operates a private hunting preserve
commercially or otherw se shall be—regui+ed—+to pay a |icense
fee of $50$25 for each such preserve; provided-however, that
during the open season established for wild gane of any
species,a private individual may take artificially propagated
gane of such species up to the bag Iint prescribed for the
particul ar species without being required to pay the license

fee required by this section, buti——previded—further—that if

any such individual charges shalt—eharge a fee for taking such
gane, she or he nust shatH—be—+equired—to pay the |license fee

required by this section and nust te conply with the rules and
regul ations of the Fish and Wldlife Conservation Conmi ssion
relative to the operation of private hunting preserves.

30
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1 (2) A commercial hunting preserve |license, which
2 | exenpts shatH—exenpt patrons of |icensed preserves fromthe
3| licensure requirenents of s. 372.57(2), (d), (f), (h), (i),
4 (). and (1), s—372-572)te)—tH—So)—and <) (Hta—<c)+
5 [eh—antd—{e)r—(H+——(9—and—{I4H{b)rwhil e hunting on the
6| licensed preserve property, shall be $500. Such a conmerci al
7| hunting preserve license is shalHH—be available only to those
8 | private hunting preserves |icensed under purstant—te this
9 | section which are operated exclusively for comerci al
10 | purposes, which are open to the public, and for which a
11 | uniformfee is charged to patrons for hunting privileges.
12 Section 14. Section 372.83, Florida Statutes, is
13 | anended to read:
14 372.83 Noncrimnal infractions; crimnal penalties;
15 | suspension and revocation of |icenses and permts.--
16 (1) A personis guilty of a noncrimnal infraction
17 | puni shable as provided in s. 372.711, if she or he violates
18 | any of the follow ng provisions:
19 (a) Rules, regulations, or orders relating to the
20| filing of reports or other docunents required of persons who
21| are licensed or who hold permts issued by the conmi ssion
22 (b) Rules, regulations, or orders relating to fish
23 | managenent areas.
24 (c) Rules, regulations, or orders relating to quota
25| hunt permts, daily use pernits, hunting zone assignnents,
26 | canping restrictions, the use of alcoholic beverages, vehicle
27 | use, and check station requirenents within wldlife nmanagenent
28 | areas or other areas nmanaged by the comn ssion
29 (d) Rules, regulations, or orders requiring permts
30| free of charge to possess captive wildlife for personal use.
31
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1 (e) Rules, regulations, or orders establishing size or
2| slot Iimts for freshwater gane fish

3 (f) Rules, regulations, or orders regul ati ng vesse

4| size or specifying notor restrictions on specified water

5| bodi es.

6 (g) Rules, regulations, or orders relating to the

7| registration of off-road vehicles and airboats operated on

8 | state | ands.

9 (h) Section 372.57, relating to hunting, fishing, and
10 | trapping licenses.

11 (i) Section 372.988, relating to required clothing for
12 | persons hunting deer

13 (j) Section 372.57(6)(g), relating to snook pernits

14 | or s. 372.57(6)(h), relating to crawfish pernits.

15

16 | A person who fails to pay the civil penalty specified in s.

17 )1 372. 711 within 30 days after being cited for a noncrimna

18 | infraction or to appear before the court pursuant to that

19 | section is guilty of a nmisdeneanor of the second degree,
20 | puni shabl e as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083.
21 (2) A personis guilty of a m sdeneanor of the second
22 | degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083, if
23| she or he violates any of the followi ng rules, regulations, or
24 | orders of the comm ssion
25 (a) Rules, regulations, or orders that specify season
26 | or tine periods for the taking of freshwater fish or wildlife.
27 (b) Rules, regulations, or orders that specify bag
28| limts or restrict nmethods of taking freshwater fish or
29 | wildlife.
30
31
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(c) Rules, regulations, or orders that relate to the
sal e, possession for sale, purchase, transfer, transportation
or inportation of freshwater fish or wildlife.

(d) Rules, regulations, or orders that prohibit public
access for specified periods to wildlife nanagenent areas or
ot her areas nmamnaged by the conm ssion

(e) Rules, regulations, or orders that require a
person to pay a fee to obtain a pernit to possess captive
wildlife or that require the maintenance of records rel ating
to captive wildlife.

(f) Al other rules, regulations, and orders of the
conmi ssi on, except those specified in subsection (1).

(3) It is unlawful for any person to nmake, forge,

counterfeit, or reproduce a freshwater fishing, hunting, or

saltwater fishing license unless authorized by the conmi ssion

It is unlawful for any person to knowingly have in his or her

possession a forgery, counterfeit, or imtation of such a

| icense unl ess possession by the person has been fully

aut hori zed by the conmission. A person who violates this

subsection comrits a felony of the third degree, punishable as
provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084.
(4) 3 Unless otherwi se provided in this chapter, a

person who violates any provision of this chapter is guilty,
for the first offense, of a nisdeneanor of the second degree,
puni shabl e as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083, and is
guilty, for the second offense or any subsequent offense, of a
m sdermeanor of the first degree, punishable as provided in s.
775.082 or s. 775.083.

(5)t4) The court may order the suspension or
revocation of any license or permt issued to a person
pursuant to this chapter, if that person conmits a crimnna
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1| offense specified in this chapter or a noncrimnal infraction

2| specified in this section

3 Section 15. Subsections (7) and (15) of section

41 328.72, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

5 328.72 Cassification; registration; fees and charges;

6 | surcharge; disposition of fees; fines; marine turtle

7| stickers.--

8 (7) SERVICE FEE.--1n addition to other registration

9| fees, the vessel owner shall pay the—tax—eoH-eetor a $2. 25

10 | service fee for each registration issued, replaced, or

11 | renewed. All fees collected by a tax collector, other than

12 | the service charge and the county portion of the registration

13 | certificate fee collected pursuant to subsection (1),

14 | eotteeted—by—atax—cotHeetor nust be renmtted to the

15| departnent not |l ater than 7 working days foll owing the | ast

16 | day of the week in which the noney was coll ected remtted.

17 | Vessels may travel in salt water or fresh water

18 (15) DI STRI BUTI ON OF FEES. --The county portion of the

19 | registration certificate fee coll ected Moneys—deposited

20 | pursuant to subsection (1) is to be used s—328—+76—toe—be

21 | returned—tothe—counties—are for the sol e purposes of

22 | providing recreational channel nmarking and public |aunching

23| facilities and other boating-related activities, for renoval

24 | of vessels and floating structures deened a hazard to public

25| safety and health for failure to conply with s. 327.53, and

26 | for manatee and mari ne mamal protection and recovery. The

27 | county portion of the vessel registration certificate fee

28 | collected by the Fast Title Section of the Bureau of Titles

29 | and Regi strations of the Departnent of H ghway Safety and

30| Motor Vehicles nust be returned to the vessel owner's county

31 | of residence. The—departrent——shaH—ascertatn—as—agui-deHne
34
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Section 16. Subsection (1) of section 328.76, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

328.76 WNarine Resources Conservation Trust Fund;
vessel registration funds; appropriation and distribution.--

(1) Except as otherwi se specified in this chapter and

| ess any administrative costs, all funds collected fromthe
regi stration of vessels through the Departnent of H ghway
Safety and Mbtor Vehicles and the tax collectors of the state
shal | be deposited in the Mari ne Resources Conservation Trust
Fund for recreational channel marking; public |aunching
facilities; |law enforcement and quality control prograns;
aquatic weed control; nanatee protection, recovery, rescue,
rehabilitation, and rel ease; and nari ne manmal protection and
recovery. The funds collected pursuant to s. 328.72(1) shal
be transferred as foll ows:

(a) In each fiscal year, an amount equal to $1 for
each vessel registered in this state shall be transferred to
the Save the Manatee Trust Fund for manatee and mari ne nama
research, protection, and recovery in accordance with the
provisions of s. 370.12(4)(a).

(b) In addition, in each fiscal year, an anount equa
to 50 cents for each vessel registered in this state shall be
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transferred to the Save the Manatee Trust Fund in accordance
with the provisions of s. 370.12(4)(b) for use by those
facilities approved to rescue, rehabilitate, and rel ease
manat ees as authorized pursuant to the Fish and Wldlife
Service of the United States Departnent of the Interior

(c) Two dollars fromeach noncomerci al vesse
registration fee, except that for class A-1 vessels, shall be
transferred to the Invasive Plant Control Trust Fund for
aquatic weed research and control

(d) Forty percent of the registration fees from
conmer ci al vessels shall be used for |aw enforcenment and
quality control prograns.

(e) Forty percent of the registration fees from
conmerci al vessels shall be transferred to the Invasive Pl ant
Control Trust Fund for aquatic plant research and control

Section 17. Subsection (3) of section 370.06, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

370.06 Licenses.--

(3) NET LICENSES. --Except for cast nets and bait
seines which are 100 feet in length or | ess and which have a
mesh that is 3/8 inch or less, all nets used to take
finfish, including, but not linted to, gill nets, trame
nets, and beach seines, nmust be licensed or registered. Each
net used to take finfish for conmercial purposes, or by a
nonresident, nust be |icensed under a saltwater products

|icense issued pursuant to subsection (2) and nust bear the
nunber of such license. A-norcormeretal—+estdent—net
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Section 18. Section 372.5702, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

372.5702 Fish and WIldlife Conservati on Commi ssion
license program for tarpon; fees; penalties.--

(1) The Fish and Wldlife Conservati on Conm ssi on
shall establish a |icense programfor the purpose of issuing

tags to individuals desiring to harvest tarpon (negal ops

atlantica) fromthe waters of the State of Florida. The tags

shal |l be nontransferable, except that the comission may all ow

for a limted nunber of tags to be purchased by professiona

fishing guides for transfer to individuals, and issued by the

conmi ssion in order of receipt of a properly conpl eted

application for a nonrefundable fee of $50 per tag. The

conm ssion and any tax collector may sell the tags and coll ect

the fees therefor. Tarpon tags are valid fromJuly 1 through

June 30. Before August 15 of each year, each tax coll ector

shall submit to the conmission all unissued tags for the

previous cal endar year along with a witten audit report, on

forns prescribed or approved by the comission, as to the

nunbers of the uni ssued tags. To defray the cost of issuing

any tag, the issuing tax collector shall collect and retain as

his or her costs, in addition to the tag fee collected, the

anmount al |l owed under s. 372.561(4) for the issuance of

li censes.
(2) The nunber of tags to be issued shall be

determined by rule of the conmission. The comi ssion shall in

no way allow the i ssuance of tarpon tags to adversely affect

t he tarpon popul ation

(3) Proceeds fromthe sale of tarpon tags shall be

deposited in the Marine Resources Conservation Trust Fund and
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shall be used to gather information directly applicable to

tar pon nanagenent.

(4) No individual shall take, kill, or possess any

fish of the species negal ops atlantica, comonly known as

tarpon, unless such individual has purchased a tarpon tag and

securely attached it through the |l ower jaw of the fish. Said

i ndividual shall within 5 days after the landing of the fish

submit a formto the comi ssi on which indicates the |ength,

wei ght, and physical condition of the tarpon when caught; the

date and | ocation of where the fish was caught; and any ot her

pertinent information which may be required by the comn ssion

The comi ssion may refuse to i ssue new tags to individuals or

gui des who fail to provide the required i nfornmation

(5) Any individual including a taxiderm st who

possesses a tarpon which does not have a tag securely attached

as required by this section shall be subject to penalties as

prescribed in s. 370.021. Provided, however, a taxidernist nay

renove the tag during the process of nounting a tarpon. The

renoved tag shall remain with the fish during any subsequent

storage or shipnent.

(6) Purchase of a tarpon tag shall not accord the

purchaser any right to harvest or possess tarpon in

contravention of rules adopted by the comission. No

i ndividual may sell, offer for sale, barter, exchange for

ner chandi se, transport for sale, either within or without the

state, offer to purchase, or purchase any species of fish

known as tarpon.

(7) The conmission shall prescribe and provide

suitable forns and tags necessary to carry out the provisions

of this section.
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1 (8) The provisions of this section shall not apply to
2 | anyone who i medi ately returns a tarpon uninjured to the water
3| at the place where the fish was caught.
4 Section 19. Section 372.87, Florida Statutes, is
5| anended to read:
6 372.87 License fee; renewal, revocation.--The Fish and
7| WIldlife Conservation Conm ssion is hereby authorized and
8 | enpowered to issue a license or permt for the keeping,
9 | possessing, or exhibiting of poisonous or venonobus reptiles,
10 | upon payment of an annual fee of $25%5 and upon assurance
11| that all of the provisions of ss. 372.86-372.91 and such ot her
12 | reasonabl e rul es and regul ati ons as said conm ssion nay
13 | prescribe will be fully conplied with in all respects. Such
14 | pernmit may be revoked by the Fish and Wldlife Conservation
15 | Conmi ssion upon violation of any of the provisions of ss.
16 | 372.86-372.91 or upon violation of any of the rules and
17 | regul ations prescribed by said conmission relating to the
18 | keepi ng, possessing, and exhibiting of any poi sonous and
19 | venonous reptiles. Such pernits or |icenses shall be for an
20 | annual period to be prescribed by the said conm ssion and
21| shall be renewable fromyear to year upon the paynent of said
22 |$25%5 fee and shall be subject to the sanme conditions,
23| limtations, and restrictions as herein set forth.
24 Section 20. Subsections (1), (2), and (4) of section
25| 372.921, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:
26 372.921 Exhibition of wildlife.--
27 (1) In order to provide humane treatnent and sanitary
28 | surroundings for wild aninmals kept in captivity, no person
29 | firm corporation, or association shall have, or be in
30 | possession of, in captivity for the purpose of public display
31| with or without charge or for public sale any wildlife,
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specifically birds, nanmal s, anphi bi ans, and reptiles, whether
i ndigenous to Florida or not, without having first secured a
permit fromthe Fish and WIldlife Conservation Comr ssion
aut hori zi ng such person, firm or corporation to have in its
possession in captivity the species and nunber of wildlife
specified within such pernit; however, this section does not
apply to any wildlife not protected by |aw and the regul ati ons
of the Fish and Wl dlife Conservati on Comm ssion

(2) The fees to be paid for the issuance of pernits
requi red by subsection (1) shall be as follows:

(a) For not nore than 25 Class | or Class Il 16

i ndi vi dual specinens in the aggregate of all species, the sum
of $100$5 per annum

(b) For over 25 Cass | or ass |l 46 individua
speci mens in the aggregate of all species, the sum of $250$25

per annum
(c) For any nunber of Class Ill individual specinens

in the aggregate of all species, the sumof $25 per annum

The fees prescribed by this section shall be submitted to the
Fish and WIldlife Conservation Conmission with the application
for pernmit required by subsection (1) and shall be deposited
in the State Game Fund.

(4) Pernmits issued pursuant to this section and pl aces
where wildlife is kept or held in captivity shall be subject
to inspection by officers of the Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Comrission at all tinmes. The conm ssion shal
have the power to rel ease or confiscate any specinmens of any
wildlife, specifically birds, manmmal s, anphi bi ans, or
reptiles, whether indigenous to the state or not, when it is
found that conditions under which they are being confined are
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1| unsanitary, or unsafe to the public in any manner, or that the
2| species of wildlife are being maltreated, nistreated, or

3| neglected or kept in any manner contrary to the provisions of
4 | chapter 828, any such permt to the contrary notw thstandi ng.
5| Before any such wildlife is confiscated or rel eased under the
6 | authority of this section, the owner thereof shall have been
7| advised in witing of the existence of such unsatisfactory

8 | conditions; the owner shall have been given 30 days in which
9| to correct such conditions; the owner shall have failed to

10 | correct such conditions; the owner shall have had an

11 | opportunity for a proceedi ng pursuant to chapter 120; and the
12 | commi ssion shall have ordered such confiscation or rel ease

13 | after careful consideration of all evidence in the particular
14 | case in question. The final order of the conmm ssion shal

15 ] constitute final agency action.

16 Section 21. Subsections (2) and (3) of section

17 | 372.922, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

18 372.922 Personal possession of wildlife.--

19 (2) The classifications of types of wildlife and fees
20| to be paid for the issuance of permits shall be as foll ows:
21 (a) Cdass I--Wldlife which, because of its nature
22 | habits, or status, shall not be possessed as a personal pet.
23 (b) dass II--WIldlife considered to present a real or
24 | potential threat to hunman safety, the sumof $100 per annum
25 (c) dass IlIl--Wldlife specified by rule of the
26 | conmi ssion, the sum of $25 per annum
27 (3) The commission shall adopt rul es premutgate
28 | regutati+ons defining Class |, CUass and |1, and O ass ||
29 | types of wildlife. The conmission shall also establish
30 | regul ations and requi renents necessary to ensure that permts
31| are granted only to persons qualified to possess and care
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properly for wildlife and that permitted wildlife possessed as
personal pets will be maintained in sanitary surroundi ngs and
appropriate nei ghborhoods.
Section 22. Sections 370.0605, 370.0615, 370.0608,
370. 062, and 370.1111, Florida Statutes, and subsection (10)
and (11) of section 370.14, Florida Statutes, are repeal ed.
Section 23. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.

© 00 N o O W DN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIERPLO O N DWNPRER O

42
CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




