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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2000 HB 387
By Representative Heal ey

Abill to be entitled
An act for the relief of Laura D. Strazza;
provi di ng an appropriation to conpensate her
for injuries sustained in a notor vehicle crash
resulting fromnegligence on the part of the
Departnent of Agriculture and Consuner
Services; providing an effective date.

WHEREAS, on April 25, 1996, Laura D. Strazza was riding
as a passenger in a notor vehicle on U S. Hghway 1 in Juno
Beach, Pal m Beach County, Florida, and

WHEREAS, an enpl oyee of the Florida Departnent of
Agriculture and Consuner Services, Division of Forestry, was
operating, on and next to that highway, a |large transport
truck that collided with the notor vehicle in which Laura D
Strazza was a passenger, and

WHEREAS, as a consequence of this collision, Laura D
Strazza sustained nultiple grievous injuries such that she has
been unable to work, has undergone surgical procedures, and
needs to undergo future surgical procedures, and

WHEREAS, Laura D. Strazza, a single wonan, brought a
| egal action against the Departnent of Agriculture and
Consuner Services, and

WHEREAS, on July 13, 1999, a jury rendered a verdict in
favor of Laura D. Strazza, finding that the Departnment of
Agriculture and Consuner Services was partly negligent in
causing a notor-vehicle crash between the vehicle in which M.
Strazza was a passenger and the transport truck of the
Departnent of Agriculture and Consuner Services, and

WHEREAS, the jury awarded danages in the anpunt of
$1, 464, 000, which, after consideration of collateral sources
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and conparative negligence of the driver of the vehicle in
which Ms. Strazza was a passenger, was reduced to
approxi mtely $1, 071, 550, and

WHEREAS, after the Departnent of Agriculture and
Consuner Services pays Laura Strazza $100, 000, which is the
maxi mrum anount al | owabl e under section 768.28, Florida
Statutes, the renmmi nder owed under the judgnent will be
approxi mately $971, 550, NOWN THEREFORE,

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. The facts stated in the preanble to this

act are found and declared to be true.

Section 2. The Executive Ofice of the Governor is

directed to transfer existing spending authority from

unappropriated trust fund bal ances in the Departnent of

Agriculture and Consuner Services in the anount of $971,550 to

a new category titled "Relief - Laura D. Strazza" as relief

for injuries and damages sustained as a result of the

negl i gence of the Departnent of Agriculture and Consuner

Servi ces.
Section 3. The Conptroller is directed to draw his

warrant in favor of Laura D. Strazza in the sum of $971, 550

upon funds of the Departnent of Agriculture and Consuner

Services in the State Treasury and the State Treasurer is

directed to pay the sane out of such funds in the State

Treasury.
Section 4. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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damages sustained as a result of the
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