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By the Cormittee on Fi nance & Taxation and Representatives
Harrington, Stansel, Putnam Dockery, Edwards, Mirnman, Crist,
Al exander, Hart, Byrd and Greenstein

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to taxes on the severance of

3 solid mnerals; anmending s. 211.31, F.S.

4 i ncreasing the anbunt of funds credited to the
5 M nerals Trust Fund from severance taxes that

6 remains in the trust fund at the end of the

7 fiscal year; anending s. 211.3103, F.S.

8 revising the distribution of the revenues from
9 the tax on the severance of phosphate rock

10 under specified circunstances; repealing s.

11 211.3103(9), F.S., which requires that when a
12 county accepts a donation of real or other

13 property froma producer the anmount of the

14 proceeds of said tax returned to that county be
15 reduced by the val ue of the donation; anending
16 s. 378.036, F.S.; revising requirenents

17 relating to a list identifying certain

18 nonmandat ory | ands devel oped by the Depart nent
19 of Environnental Protection and the Fish and

20 Wl dlife Conservation Conm ssion and purposes
21 for which lands may be acquired with funds from
22 t he Nonnandatory Land Recl amati on Trust Fund;

23 providing an effective date.

24

25| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
26

27 Section 1. Subsection (5) of section 211.31, Florida
28 | Statutes, is anended to read:

29 211.31 Levy of tax on severance of certain solid
30| mnerals; rate, basis, and distribution of tax.--

31
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1 (5) The purpose of the Mnerals Trust Fund is to

2 | receive designated taxes on severance of mnerals to fund the
3| adm nistrative costs of prograns of this state established to
4| reclaimthose | ands disturbed by the severance of mnerals; to
5] fund the geol ogical survey of the state; to fund the

6 | regulation of oil and gas exploration and production; to serve
7] as a repository for funds all ocated pursuant to ss. 377.24(1),
8| 377.2408(1), 377.2425(1)(b), 377.247, and 377.41 that wll

9 | enabl e the Departnent of Environnental Protection to respond
10 | without delay to incidents that affect safety or threaten to
11 | cause environnental damage or contanmination as a result of

12 | incidents invol ving petrol eum expl orati on and production

13| activities; and to nmake available imediately to such

14 | departnent funds sufficient to correct violations such as an
15| operator's failure to adequately plug, abandon, or restore

16 | production sites or other test sites and facilities after

17 | operations cease, if the permittee or operator does not

18 | correct the violation within a reasonable tine. tnfisecalh

27 | Revenve—Funrt—on—3une—36—1997-On June 30 of each subseguent
28 | fiscal year, beginning with fiscal year 2000-2001, of any

29 | funds credited to the Mnerals Trust Fund from severance taxes
30 | in excess of 150 425 percent of the |egislative appropriation
31| fromthe Mnerals Trust Fund, 50 percent of the excess shal
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be transferred to the General Revenue Fund and 50 percent of
t he excess shall be transferred to the Nonnmandatory Land
Recl amati on Trust Fund.

Section 2. Subsection (9) of section 211.3103, Florida
Statutes, is repeal ed, and subsection (4) of said section is
amended to read:

211. 3103 Levy of tax on severance of phosphate rock;
rate, basis, and distribution of tax.--

(4) |If the base rate is reduced pursuant to paragraph
(5)(c), then the proceeds of the tax shall be paid into the
State Treasury as follows:

(a) The first $10 million in revenue collected from
the tax during each fiscal year shall be paid to the credit of
t he Conservation and Recreation Lands Trust Fund.

(b) The renmmining revenues collected fromthe tax
during that fiscal year, after the required paynent under
paragraph (a), shall be paid into the State Treasury as
foll ows:

1. To the credit of the General Revenue Fund of the
state, 55.15 #2-5 percent.

2. To the credit of the Phosphate Research Trust Fund
in the Departnment of Education, Division of Universities, 12.5
16 percent.

3. For paynent to counties in proportion to the nunber
of tons of phosphate rock produced from a phosphate rock
matri x | ocated wi thin such political boundary, 18 46 percent.
The departnent shall distribute this portion of the proceeds
based on production information reported by producers on the
nost recent annual returns filed prior to the beginning of the
fiscal year. Any such proceeds received by a county shall be
used only for phosphate-rel ated expenses.

3
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1 4. To the credit of the Mnerals Trust Fund, 14.35 +#5
2 | percent.

3 Section 3. Subsections (1) and (5) of section 378. 036,
4| Florida Statutes, are anended to read

5 378.036 Land acquisitions financed by Nonmandatory

6 | Land Recl amation Trust Fund noneys. - -

7 (1) After July 1, 1986, noneys paid into the

8 | Nonmandat ory Land Recl amation Trust Fund may be used by the

9 | departnent:

10 (a) For acquisition of those |lands identified pursuant
11| to subsection (5) for hunting, fishing, er—other—outdoor

12 | recreational—purpeses—or wildlife habitat restoration, or

13 | ot her outdoor recreational purposes, including the

14 | construction of trails, provided such | and acquisition is

15| consistent with this section; or

16 (b) For acquisition and reclamation of those |ands

17 | which will serve the public interest because of the

18 | exceptional need to acconplish the particular reclamtion and
19 | restoration if the owner is unable or unwilling to restore or
20| reclaimthe land in accordance with the master reclanation

21| pl an.

22 (5) By July 1, 1986, the departnent, in cooperation
23| with the Fish and Wldlife Conservati on Conm ssion, shal

24 | develop a list identifying those nonmandatory | ands which have
25| been or may be naturally reclained or anrd which the state may
26 | seek to acquire through purchase or donation for hunting,

27 | fishing, eor—ether—otutdoor—recreational—purposes—or—for

28| wldlife habitat restoration, or other outdoor recreationa

29 | purposes, including the construction of trails. The list shal
30 | separately indicate which of the nonmandatory | ands are

31| eligible I ands.
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Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.
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