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Florida Senate - 2000 CS for SB 406
By the Committee on Conprehensive Planning, Local and Mlitary

i
Affairs; and Senators Hargrett, Latvala, | zendorf, Chil ders;
Laurent and Meek

316-1778-00
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to conmunity devel opnent;
creating the Cormunity and Faith-based
Organi zations initiative within the Institute
on Urban Policy and Conmerce at Florida
Agricultural and Mechani cal University;
providing for the initiative to pronote
communi ty devel opnent through partnerships with
communi ty and faith-based organi zati ons;
speci fying the activities to be conducted by
the initiative; providing for financial
assi stance to conmmunity and faith-based
organi zations; creating the Community and
Li brary Technol ogy Access Partnershi p;
requiring the Institute on Uban Policy and
Commerce at Florida Agricultural and Mechanica
University to adm nister the initiative and the
Division of Library and Information Services of
the Departnent of State to adm nister the
Community and Li brary Technol ogy Access
Part nershi p; authorizing certain activities and
uses of funds; providing appropriations;
providing an effective date.

WHEREAS, many comunity and faith-based organizations
are providing a new focus on economic uplift in Florida's poor
and nost vul nerabl e nei ghbor hoods, and

WHEREAS, these nonprofit organizations have | oca
experts who serve in |leadership roles by assisting individuals
to nove from dependency to self-sufficiency and restoring the
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i 78-00
|ives of residents in Florida's npst distressed communities,
and

WHEREAS, crinme, drug addiction, teenage pregnancy,
honel essness, and juvenil e delinquency, the npbst notable
i ndicators of a distressed conmunity, are being addressed by
smal |, and sonetinmes unrecogni zed, conmmunity and faith-based
organi zati ons, and

WHEREAS, the | eadership and expertise of these
organi zati ons should not be ignored, and

WHEREAS, a recogni zed effort to enpower conmunity and
faith-based organi zati ons, encourage community revitalization
and i npl enent educational reformw || assist those who reside
in inner cities and distressed rural conmunities to gain their
share of the state's resources, and

VHEREAS, residents of |ow incone communities |ack
access to technology, the internet, and conputer |iteracy
needed to succeed in Florida's energing i nformati on based
econony, and

WHEREAS, Florida public libraries eligible for e-rate
di scounts have the capacity to partner effectively with
community and faith-based organi zati ons and agencies to
provi de technol ogy access and training to assist in closing
the digital divide, NON THEREFORE,

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Conmunity and Faith-based Organi zations

Initiative; Comunity and Li brary Technol ogy Access

Par t ner shi p. - -
(1) CREATION.--There is created the Comunity and
Fai t h- based Organi zations lnitiative which shall be
2
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admi ni stered by the Institute on Uban Policy and Cormerce at

Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University and the

Community and Li brary Technol ogy Access Partnershi p which

shal|l be administered by the Division of Library and

I nformation Services of the Departnent of State.
(2) INTENT. --The purpose of the initiative is to
pronmote conmunity devel opnent in | owincone conmunities

t hrough partnerships with not-for-profit community and

faith-based organi zati ons. The purpose of the partnership is

to encourage public libraries eligible for e-rate discounted

t el ecomuni cations services to partner with comunity and

faith-based organi zations to provide technol ogy access and

training to assist other state efforts to close the digita
di vi de.

(3) AUTHORI ZED ACTIVITIES. - -

(a) Authorized activities of the initiative.--The

Institute on Uban Policy and Cormerce at Florida Agricultural

and Mechani cal University may conduct the following activities

as part of the Comunity and Faith-based Organizations

Initiative:
1. Create and operate training prograns to enhance the

professional skills of individuals in community and

faith-based organi zati ons.

2. Create and operate a programto select and pl ace

students and recent graduates from busi ness and rel ated

prof essi onal schools as interns with comunity and faith-based

organi zations for a period not to exceed 1 year, and provide

sti pends for such interns.

3. Oganize an annual conference for comunity and

faith-based organi zations to discuss and share information on
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best practices regarding issues relevant to the creation

operation, and sustainability of these organizations.

4, Provide funding for the devel opnent of nmmterials

for courses on topics in the area of community devel opnent,

and for research on econonic, operational, and policy issues

relating to conmunity devel opnent.

5. Provide financial assistance to comunity and

faith-based organi zati ons through small grants for

partnerships with universities and the operation of prograns

to build strong communities and future community devel oprment

| eaders.
(b) Authorized activities of the partnership.--The

Division of Library and Information Services of the Departnent

of State may conduct the following activities as part of the

Community and Li brary Technol ogy Access Partnershi p:

1. Provide funding for e-rate eligible public

libraries to provide technol ogy access and training to

communi ty and faith-based organi zation

2. Provi de a net hod of assessnment and out cone

neasurenent for e-rate eligible public libraries to assess

progress in closing the digital divide and in training for

i ndividuals to succeed in the energing i nfornmati on econony.
(4) FUNDING --There is appropriated fromthe Genera
Revenue Fund in fiscal year 2000-2001 the anpbunt of $2.5

mllion to the Institute on Uban Policy and Cormerce at

Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University to adm nister

the Cormmunity and Faith-based Organizations Initiative. There

is appropriated fromthe General Revenue Fund in fiscal year
2000- 2001 the amount of $0.5 million to the Division of
Li brary and Infornmation Services to provide Conmunity and

Li brary Technol ogy Access Partnership grants to e-rate
4
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1| eligible public libraries. Funding shall not be used for

2| religious or sectarian purposes.

3 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.

4

5 STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N

COW TTEE_SUBSTI TUTE FOR

6 SB 406

7

8 | Authorizes the Division of Library and | nfornation Services of
the Departnent of State to_adm nister the Community and

9| Library TechnoIoPy Access Partnership for the purpose of
PFQVIdIng t echnol'ogy access and traihing to conmunity and

10 ai t h-baSed organi zati ons.

11 | Appropriates $0.5 mllion fromthe General Revenue Fund to the
Division of Library and Information Services for the 2000-2001

12 | fiscal year. Reduces from$3 mllion to $2.5 mllion, the
appropriation for the Faith-based Comunities and

13| Organi zations Initiative.

14 | Fundi ng appropriated by the CS nay not be used for sectarian
or religious purposes.
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